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Welcome

Welcome to our ‘new look’ Dive Worldwide brochure 2011/12.

We’ve been working hard over the last year, not only to keep your favourite 

destinations at affordable prices, but introduce new regions of the world a little 

closer to home, thus increasing the choices of holidays available to you. Our new 

European collection includes the opportunity of encounters with large pelagic 

species in the Azores, long weekends in the south of France and technical diving 

on the wrecks of Malta. For the first time, we’ve introduced a choice of popular 

Red Sea options. Whether you are looking to learn to dive or have the experience 

to enjoy a week on a luxurious liveaboard, offering exhilarating diving itineraries 

throughout the region. Our extensive Southeast Asia product range has also 

been strengthened with new ‘off the beaten track’ options including Pulau Weh in 

Sumatra, Cape Paperu in Maluku and a Miri and Mulu itinerary in Sarawak.

This year we also concentrate on diving education, whether you are looking to learn 

to dive, master new skills, make the move from recreational to technical diving or 

want to make diving your career, throughout the brochure you will find plenty of 

options for all. Our speciality is to customise a holiday, tailored to your individual 

needs. The brochure is only a selection of what we have on offer.

Over the summer we ran a photography competition. Thank you to all those who 

entered, we received plenty of fantastic images. Congratulations to the winners, 

whose images are featured in the brochure.  In order to find out when our next 

competition is, as well as being one of the first to hear about new areas and our 

special offers, remember to sign up to our e-newsletter on our website. 

At Dive Worldwide, we continue to travel the world in order to be able to offer 

you more new and exciting destinations than any other dive operator.  I have just 

returned from Thailand where I was lucky enough to visit a new area called Pak 

Meng.  A destination that is still how Thailand was many years ago. With a great 

dive centre and some really special prices I would highly recommend a visit before 

others find this secret location.

As ever, thank you to all those have travelled with us for your fantastic feedback 

and messages, photos and suggestions, which continue to be an inspiration to us.  

We very much look forward to helping you choose and organise your next diving 

holiday and we’ll do our best to make it that extra bit special.

Teresa Bennett

Founder, Dive Worldwide
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Financial Security
We are an ATOL bonded tour operator authorised by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA). Every holiday we sell that includes a 

flight element is protected under our ATOL licence number. In the unlikely event of our insolvency, the CAA will ensure that you 

are not stranded abroad and will arrange to refund any money you have paid to us for an advanced booking.

ABTOT is authorised to hold bonds on behalf of travel organisers in order to provide financial protection for customer 

prepayments. It has an experienced membership secretary to help guide travel organisers through the regulatory maze and a 

straightforward membership process that satisfies obligations under the Package Travel, Package Holiday and Package Tours 

Regulations 1992 (The Regulations).

Front cover photograph - Napoleon Wrasse © Simon Rogerson
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Diving Choice

Non divers Qualified diversLearn to dive

By making careful choices it is possible for non-divers 

to have a wonderful holiday with their diving partners. 

One solution is to choose a resort where the diving is 

completed by lunchtime so the rest of the day can be 

spent together; this is possible at many of our Caribbean 

and African destinations. Alternatively, you can choose a 

resort with plenty of non-diving activities like Hamanasi 

in Belize (see page 81), where partners will be with other 

guests exploring, hiking and snorkelling in small groups, or 

Le Méridien in Fujairah with its gym, spa, swimming pools 

and other activities (see page 27). 

Liveaboards are not usually a good idea for non-diving 

partners but some, like the Hans Christian Andersen 

Cruises in the Philippines (see page 46) and the Sea Star 

yacht in the Seychelles (see page 117), actively encourage 

this combination so, whilst you are off diving, your partner 

may enjoy island visits or take part in such activities as 

kayaking or hiking.

At Dive Worldwide we know how confusing it can be when 

faced with the array of dive courses and destinations 

around the world. Our experts are all qualified divers and 

can assist you in choosing the right course and destination 

for your first diving experience. Our specialist dive 

consultants are available to answer any diving, training or 

destination questions you may have. You can be assured 

that all the centres we work with at home and abroad 

have been chosen for their high standards of instruction 

and safety. 

 

If you are thinking of learning to dive on holiday we 

recommend a trip to Ras Nasrani in Egypt (see page 23), 

Toucan Inn, Tobago (see page 95), Palm Garden Resort, 

Phuket, Thailand (see page 51) or Eriyadu Island in the 

Maldives (see page 113). It is possible, however, to learn to 

dive at the majority of featured resorts.

If you are a qualified diver, be sure to take your certification 

card and log book with you. If it has been a while since 

your last dive, a review may be required and will have to 

be paid for locally. In many resorts, divers will be required 

to undergo a local orientation as the first dive, which is 

usually part of your pre-paid package. 

Continuing your dive education is an adventure, and 

eventually could lead to a whole new career. Develop your 

skills and increase your confidence whilst on holiday by 

working towards the PADI Master Scuba Diver qualification, 

which can include the enriched air diver (Nitrox) and 

underwater photography speciality courses. Alternatively, 

if you want to go one step further, look out for Instructor 

Development Centres (IDC) in the brochure. These include 

Utila Dive Centre, Honduras (see page 85), Eco Divers, 

Manado (see page 31) and Buccaneer Diving in Kenya (see 

page 102).
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Underwater photography Technical divingCaves and wreck diving

With the introduction of digital cameras at affordable 

prices, underwater photography is becoming more popular 

with divers throughout the world. Neutral buoyancy is an 

essential skill to master so as not to disturb the reef when 

manoeuvring to capture your subject. We recommend 

enrolling on a course to learn the basics before purchasing 

all the necessary equipment. Cameras can be rented from 

a number of our featured resorts and liveaboards, many of 

which are equipped with modern equipment and facilities 

to help review and edit your images. 

Look out for specialist photographic weeks at resorts or 

on liveaboards to help improve your skills and dive with 

like-minded people. Join the Galapagos Aggressor l (see 

page 79), spend a week at Buddy Dive Resort, Bonaire (see 

page 93) or be part of the Underwater Festival ‘Shootout’ 

in September 2011, a competition held simultaneously in 

25 countries across Australasia. Don’t forget to enter our 

annual competition for your chance to be featured in our 

brochure (see page 38).

For those looking for a new challenge or something a little 

different, caves and wrecks are found throughout the world 

and can be explored by qualified divers. For those who are 

intrigued and want to make either a regular feature on a 

diving holiday, we recommend further training with your 

dive agency. 

Malta & Gozo offer the best of both (see pages 18 &19). 

Discover the Bristol Blenheim bomber and a variety of ship 

wrecks in Malta and explore Cathedral Cave in Gozo. The 

Cenotes are a spectacular freshwater diving experience. 

Here you can learn to become a cavern diver (see page 

86). From shallow planes and ships in the Caribbean to 

more advanced dive sites in Truk Lagoon (see page 59) 

and Coron Bay (see page 43), there is a wreck to suit 

you. The South Pacific is famous for its WW ll wrecks, the 

President Coolidge keeps divers busy, with an average of 

13 dives required to explore its entirety (see page 71).

Experienced divers are always looking for ways to 

improve their skills and perhaps, stay down longer or 

venture deeper to discover more of the underwater world. 

Technical diving is getting more popular and accessible to 

recreational divers throughout the world. Technical diving 

does come with more risk, but safe practice and quality 

professional training will ensure you continue to enjoy your 

diving. 

Qualified technical divers will enjoy exploring Micronesia 

(see page 58). Nitrox is available on many liveaboards in 

the Maldives (see page 115) and we offer an exhilarating 

journey through New Zealand for small groups (see page 

75). For those who are looking to take their first steps, 

Dive Tech in the Cayman Islands (see page 101) and 

Habitat Bonaire (see page 93) offer comprehensive mixed 

gas and rebreather training programmes in warm, clear 

water. Where possible, dive centres with technical training 

available have been highlighted throughout the brochure 

and a list of diving agencies can be found on page 119.

Divers and sponges
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Diving Choice

Liveaboards Group travelSingle travellers

The advantages of a liveaboard holiday are numerous. 

Many liveaboards provide the opportunity to dive remote 

and often otherwise inaccessible areas of the world. They 

are ideal for those wishing to maximise the number of 

dives they can experience from day one and a preferred 

option for single travellers. Schedules and itineraries are 

subject to change dependent on weather conditions, but 

rest assured, your captain will do their utmost to ensure an 

enjoyable trip, no matter what!

We feature in excess of 90 liveaboards throughout the 

world and are adding more all the time. These include 

converted research vessels for specialist trips such as the 

Maya’s Dugong Whale Shark Expedition (see page 117), 

fun and adventurous sailing vessels like Blackbeard’s (see 

page 97), traditionally built yachts with modern amenities 

like the Siren Fleet (see pages 37 & 42) and luxurious 

motor yachts which venture to remote locations such as 

the Galapagos (see page 79) or Cocos Island (see page 83). 

Typically, a trip is week long, but can range from four to 

twelve nights.

Many of our clients are either single or decide to travel 

without their partners. Whether you decide to join a 

liveaboard or tailor-make a special holiday just for you, you 

can be safe in the knowledge that you will be looked after 

from start to finish.

When travelling alone, cost is often the limiting factor since 

single room supplements can increase the holiday price 

dramatically. Dive Worldwide has negotiated with a number 

of resorts to offer some special rates for single travellers 

at specific times of the year, so do give us a call to discuss 

the options. If you are prepared to share a cabin then 

liveaboards can often provide the ideal solution. 

Dive Worldwide also offers the option of shared 

accommodation on our group departures. The smaller, 

dedicated dive resorts provide the opportunity not only to 

dive in company but also to be able to socialise with like-

minded divers in the evening. Examples of such resorts 

can be found in Curaçao, Sipadan, Manado, Philippines, 

South Africa, Mozambique, Mafia Island, Fiji and the Sea 

of Cortez.

Whether you are organising a diving holiday for a dive club, 

centre, society or just a group of friends, as specialists in 

dive travel we know what a headache it can be getting all 

the answers to make group trips work. Our experienced 

and dedicated Dive Team are available to assist with all 

your group arrangements and help to lighten the load.

The same person will handle your group booking from 

beginning to end, ensuring it will be handled in a smooth 

and efficient manner. This assistance will range from 

choosing a suitable location to providing promotional 

material and organising a presentation on your chosen 

destination.

We will also assist with all the details of your group travel 

arrangements and provide answers to any questions. We 

guarantee you a first class service from the initial enquiry 

to the last cocktail on the beach. In addition, free places 

for group leaders may be arranged with all our group 

bookings, although minimum numbers do vary.

Scalloped Hammerhead Shark © Simon Rogerson
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Tailor-made Special occasions

Do you want to create your own itinerary? You may want 

to choose particular islands and resorts perhaps in two 

countries, use a preferred airline, organise a private dive 

course, add a safari or cultural experience, or, maximise 

your chance of an encounter with one of the ocean’s 

giants. 

Our speciality is in creating tailor-made holidays designed 

for each of our individual clients. We are often told that it is 

the attention to detail that we provide when helping to plan 

people’s holidays that is so important. This is achieved by 

first-hand experience with someone in the team having 

travelled and visited nearly every destination.

Since Dive Worldwide started in 2001, we have created 

literally thousands of dive holidays for people from all 

walks of life. We often provide ‘suggested itineraries’ as a 

starting point but the holiday choices are yours. With our 

expertise you select a holiday that is right for you.

‘A unique journey designed just for you.’

We can help you to celebrate special occasions, birthdays 

and anniversaries, weddings abroad, or honeymoons to a 

private island with that ideal blend of luxury and nature.

Every person has a different idea of paradise. Choosing 

where to go and booking your honeymoon holiday is one 

of the most enjoyable aspects of organising your wedding. 

There are many places in the Dive Worldwide brochure that 

can offer the opportunity for a trip of a lifetime from Fiji 

to Zanzibar, Bali to the Seychelles.  Alternatively why not 

get married abroad and escape the vagaries of the British 

weather and all the stress and expense that organising 

such an event can entail.

Often people save up to travel abroad to celebrate a 

significant birthday or anniversary. We can offer shark 

diving adventures, tranquillity or a mix of luxury and culture 

– whatever you are looking for we can help you find that 

trip to remember! 
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Responsible travel

Responsible travel Whales & DolphinsShark Conservation

Acting responsibly in the way that we operate our holidays 

is very important to us at Dive Worldwide. We have a 

mission that cuts across every aspect of the holidays we 

offer:

“To preserve the natural environment and minimise 

any negative impact on local culture through education, 

conservation, sustainable development and socially 

responsible practices.”

We have always approached our business in a responsible 

manner and endeavour only to use dive centres, resorts 

and lodges that share our philosophy. Many of those we 

work with have specific projects, which they have initiated 

within their own communities, often offering training and 

an income to help preserve the marine environment for all 

to benefit.

“It’s all about giving something back.”

We believe that in order to have a healthy marine 

ecosystem, major predators need to be present. 

Sharks in particular have, and still are being, 

persecuted throughout much of the world and it is for 

these reasons that Dive Worldwide actively supports Bite-

Back Shark and Marine Conservation. 

Despite ongoing advancement, it’s easy to argue that 

marine conservation is about 30 years behind its 

land-based equivalents and must catch up quickly. It is 

predicted that the world will ‘run out of fish’ by 2048. 

Shark populations alone are being decimated at a rate of 

270,000 each day across the world. It is a rate that can 

no longer be sustained without fear of stocks collapsing, 

forcing the potential extinction of some shark species 

closer by the day. 

Bite-Back is dedicated to the protection of sharks by 

reducing consumer demand for meat and fins. Innovative, 

successful campaigns are run regularly to highlight these 

issues and anyone can get involved.

‘Out of the Blue’ is a unique programme 

of whale and dolphin watching holidays, 

operated by our sister company, Oceans Worldwide, 

and endorsed by the WDCS. It offers people around the 

world an opportunity to witness the spectacular natural 

behaviour of whales and dolphins in the wild. The ‘Out 

of the Blue’ range leads the field in responsible and high 

quality holidays. On every trip you will be in the company 

of the most knowledgeable naturalist guides.

 

For every booking we donate a set amount to WDCS. This 

is a vital and ongoing contribution to marine conservation. 

Our ‘Out of the Blue’ programme also helps the WDCS in 

education and awareness of the world’s cetaceans.

 

Remember, ‘take only photographs and leave only 

bubbles!’

Humpback Whale
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Value for money

Why travel with us?Value for money

Ten Top Reasons to Travel with Dive Worldwide…

1.  All our holidays are fully bonded and we can offer you 

100% financial protection

2.  We are a privately-owned, specialist company

3.  We offer a Chameleon Club loyalty discount

4.  We have great value for money and offer excellent 

discounts for early booking

5.  We tailor-make carefully planned itineraries, with 

attention to detail

6.  We have a vast selection of holidays, using a variety of 

airlines and work only with the very best suppliers 

7.  Our responsible tourism ethics are the envy of our 

competitors 

8.  We support marine conservation through sponsorship, 

donation and action

9.  All our diving holidays are hand-crafted by 

knowledgeable experts in the UK, offering a personal 

and friendly service

10.  We offer great discounts on UK airport parking and 

hotels

This year we’ve been working hard to bring you the best-

value diving holidays. Here’s how we’ve done it:

Supplier relationships - Thanks to the excellent 

relationships we’ve built with our suppliers worldwide, 

we’ve been able to negotiate a freeze on many of last 

year’s prices and in some case even a decrease; a benefit 

we have passed directly on to you. Again, this doesn’t 

compromise on quality; it’s simply a result of offering value 

for money itineraries at great rates whether it’s to Egypt or 

Truk Lagoon!

Special offers - There are many advantages if you are able 

to travel out of peak season. One of these is the possibility 

of a special offer, whether it’s a free night, breakfast or 

diving. We often receive spontaneous offers throughout 

the year from resorts and liveboards. Keep up to date by 

visiting our website or give us a call, especially if there is 

somewhere you wish to go, but you can be flexible with 

dates.

Longfin Bannerfish © Paul Sheppard
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How it all works

Book your holiday See us onlineIcons and meal plans

We offer a comprehensive range of destinations across 

the world, from Egypt to Micronesia. Our specialist team 

of qualified divers are here to help steer you in the right 

direction to tailor-make your perfect diving holiday. 

Whether you are looking to learn to dive, snorkel, continue 

your diving education, or simply want to explore the 

enchanting underwater world, look no further.

Don’t forget, having adequate insurance cover is a 

condition of booking one of our holidays. You can arrange 

cover through specialist insurance brokers, Campbell Irvine 

(see page 122). 

Once you’ve read the brochure and made your decision, 

booking your holiday is easy. Contact one of our dive 

experts on 0845 130 6980 to discuss your itinerary. 

Complete the booking form online or on page 123 of this 

brochure, remembering to sign it. Return the form to us 

with a 10% deposit (or £100, whichever is greater). For 

liveaboards, a deposit of up to 40% is required. We will 

confirm your holiday and send any relevant information 

about your trip to you by e-mail, unless otherwise 

requested by you at the time of booking.

Throughout the brochure you’ll see a number of icons. 

These aim to provide you with a guide to dive centres and 

underwater highlights as well as the liveaboards that we 

offer. We work closely with the other specialist companies 

in our group and there are opportunities to join their group 

tours, walking holidays, safaris, family adventures and 

more throughout 2011 in Africa, Malaysia and Dominica. 

Look out for the following icons throughout the brochure:

Key dive information

Liveaboard

Wildlife Worldwide trips

Oceans Worldwide trips

Our accommodation and liveaboard selection price guide 

boxes outline what is included. Meal plans are either  

RO – room only; B – breakfast; HB – half board; FB – full 

board or AI – all inclusive which includes drinks.

This entire brochure is available to read on our website, but 

there is more to be found at www.diveworldwide.com. The 

website is being continually updated with new places and 

liveaboards as we research and find exciting destinations 

and resorts. 

Be the first to find out about our new developments. 

Through our website you can subscribe to our regular 

FREE e-newsletter and read our blog at your leisure. Here 

you can find special offers, competitions, book reviews, 

client testimonials, staff trip reports and journalist reviews 

of their recent trips. It features beautiful photographs and 

video clips from around the world as well as the latest 

news and tips collected by the Dive Worldwide Team.

For those of you who prefer to catch the highlights during 

your commute, you can ‘like us’ on Facebook and ‘follow 

us’ on Twitter, a great way to keep up to date and interact 

with like-minded people.
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Budget guidanceEvents Recommend a friend

Any adventurous activity requiring specialist equipment, 

facilities and professional supervision does come with a 

price tag. So, as a diver, when faced with an exhilarating 

range of destinations and itineraries, your first question to 

us is likely to be about the cost and we understand that 

this is an all-important factor in the selection process. 

Because we tailor-make, we can mould it to your priorities 

and preferences: whether you choose a liveaboard or a 

rustic eco-lodge and prefer tropical or temperate waters; 

the Middle East or South Pacific, we’ll design the trip to 

suit you and your budget. 

We have listed below a selection of destinations that it is 

possible to visit within set per person budgets to give you 

an idea of some of the options available to you:

Under £1000 – Egypt, France, Malta

Under £2500 – Malaysia, Maldives, Oman

Under £4000 – Fiji, Galapagos, Micronesia 

Further details about our suggested itineraries and price 

guides are outlined throughout the brochure.

Got a dive buddy? We’re very proud of our extremely high 

levels of repeat business and of the number of clients who 

are referred to us in glowing terms by friends who have 

been on our holidays. We know from experience that our 

specialist style of diving holidays attracts like-minded 

people, and we would like to invite you to recommend us 

to your diving buddies. 

If you’re already a Dive Worldwide client (i.e. have booked 

a holiday with us before), simply send us the postal 

address of your friend/s and we’ll make sure that they 

receive a brochure. To show our gratitude when they book 

a holiday we’ll then offer you a reward. 

To recommend your friends and to benefit from these 

incentives, please email us: sales@diveworldwide.com.

The Dive Worldwide Team regularly exhibit at the UK Dive 

Shows. We will be at the following events in 2011:

London International Dive Show

ExCel – Docklands, London

26 & 27 March 

Dive 2011

NEC – Birmingham

22 & 23 October

Throughout the year there are annual events held in 

many of the destinations we feature. You can keep up 

to date with what’s on and where by signing up to our 

e-newsletter or ‘liking’ us on Facebook. Whether it’s a 

beach clean-up, shark ‘shootout’, dive carnival, technical 

and/or wreck weeks, a photo workshop led by an expert 

or natural events such as coral spawning in Bonaire and 

Curacao or the Sardine Run in South Africa, we will do our 

best to keep you informed of when these are happening so 

you can plan your holidays accordingly.

Eagle Rays © Simon Rogerson
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We understand that it’s diffi cult to choose your next holiday destination for a number of reasons. Based on questions we often get asked, we have 
highlighted some of the best times of the year to see certain species of sharks and rays, where to go to see ‘big stuff’ or ‘small stuff’, where to explore 
wrecks and the best shore diving destinations we offer. This list is simply a starting point to help you make your decision on where to visit next. The 
World Map above shows all our current featured destinations and may help you narrow down your choices. We look forward to helping you arrange 
your next diving holiday, no matter what you want to see or do.

Tiger Sharks

Bahamas (Oct-Nov)
South Africa, Aliwal Shoals (Jan-May)

Whale Sharks

Thailand (Jan-Apr)
Belize (Apr-Jun)
East Africa (Nov-Mar)
Galapagos (Jun-Nov)
Philippines (Nov-May)
Egypt, Red Sea (Aug)
Christmas Island (Nov-Mar)

Shore Diving

Vanuatu
Bonaire
Curaçao
Jordan
Gozo
Maldives

Wrecks

Micronesia, Truk Lagoon
Philippines, Coron Bay 
Papua New Guinea
Solomon Islands
Vanuatu
Grenada
Aruba
Malta

Great White Sharks

Guadalupe Island (Aug-Nov)
South Australia (May-Oct)
South Africa, Cape Town (May-Sep)

Tailor-make your holiday. Our underwater guide…
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Mozambique

South Africa

Kenya

Egypt

Oman

France

Malta & Gozo

Fujairah

Jordan

SeychellesTanzania

Indonesia

Christmas Island

Malaysia

Thailand

Philippines

Cocos (Keeling) Is.

Fiji

Tonga

Vanuatu

Micronesia

Papua New Guinea

Australia

New Zealand

Cape Verde 
Islands

Solomon Islands

Maldives

Hammerhead Sharks

Maldives (May-Aug)
Bahamas, San Salvador (Nov)
Malaysia, Layang Layang (Mar)
Cocos Island (May-Nov)
Malpelo Island (May-Nov)
Galapagos (Jan-Dec)
Mozambique (Nov-May)
South Africa, Protea Banks (Oct-Mar)

Thresher Sharks

Philippines (Sep)
Southern Red Sea (Jun-Sep)

Turtles

South Africa, KwaZulu Natal - 
Leatherback and Loggerhead (Feb)
Tobago - Leatherback (Apr-Sep)
Costa Rica - Green, Leatherback, 
Hawksbill (Jul-Sep)
Malaysia, Sipadan - Green (Aug)
Galapagos - Pacifi c Green (Dec)
Oman - Green, Olive Ridley, 
Hawksbill, Loggerhead (May-Sep)
Cape Verde - Loggerhead (Jun-Oct)

‘Big Stuff’

Cocos and Malpelo Island
Galapagos Islands
Mozambique
Azores
Indonesia, Kalimantan
Philippines, Ticao Island
Papua New Guinea

‘Small Stuff’

Indonesia, Raja Ampat
Malaysia, Mabul
Philippines, Dumaguete & Moalboal
Bonaire
Papua New Guinea, Tufi  & Walindi
Solomon Islands

Manta Rays

Maldives (Aug)
Bali (Apr-May)
Egypt, Red Sea (Aug)
Galapagos (Dec-May)
Mozambique (Oct-Apr)
Yap, Micronesia (Jan-Apr)

Tailor-make your holiday. Our underwater guide…
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Europe in focus

Diving highlights

to lobster, barracuda, sunfi sh, cuttlefi sh, 

rays, octopus and nudibranch. Experienced 

deep and wreck divers will enjoy exploring 

the wrecks of the Rubis, Grec and Donator.

Malta & Gozo are amongst the most 

popular diving destinations in the 

Mediterranean. Famed for their variety 

of wrecks at different depths including 

bombers, fi ghter planes, submarines and 

ships, divers will also enjoy the cave and 

cavern diving on Gozo, notably the Blue 

Hole and Inland Sea. The warm clear 

waters make this an excellent place to 

learn to dive as well as furthering your 

dive education with a comprehensive 

offering of both recreational and technical 

courses available.

to learn or are a seasoned diver. The Gulf 

Stream fed waters of the Azores attract 

an abundant marine life of larger pelagics 

such as grouper, barracuda, stingrays, 

turtles, dolphins and the occasional 

Manta Ray. The volcanic topography is a 

highlight with a wide variety of arches, 

caves, rocky reefs and gorges to explore, 

all with a large variety of marine species 

swimming by or hiding in the crevices 

such as octopus and lobster. Diving here is 

seasonal from May-Oct.

The south of France has abundant marine 

life, excellent visibility and warm waters 

and, on top of that, it’s the perfect location 

for a shorter long-weekend break. Deep 

pinnacles, vertical drop-offs, canyons, 

caverns and shallow plateaux play host 

Europe offers spectacular diving 

opportunities from large pelagics in the 

Azores to amazing wrecks and thriving 

ecosystems in the south of France as well 

as the deep historical wrecks and caves in 

Malta and Gozo for both recreational and 

technical divers. 

Topside these three destinations 

offer dramatic volcanic landscapes, 

cosmopolitan coastal towns and 

opportunities to visit ancient historical 

monuments. Explore the unique 

landscapes of the Azores on foot (hiking 

and climbing), by horse or by mountain 

bike. The French Riviera appeals to many 

travellers with its relaxing cafés, al fresco 

dining and the glamour of Monaco. Malta 

and Gozo bask in sunshine year round, 

and with such a rich history, is saturated 

with attractions and places of interest 

including the Megalithic Temples, St 

Agatha’s Catacomb and Fort Rinella built 

by the Knights of St. John.

The underwater world offers adventurous 

experiences in all three destinations for 

divers of all abilities, whether you want 

MEDITERRANEAN

ATLANT IC

OCEAN

S c o t i a

S e a

São Miguel

Antibes

Valletta

AZORES

MALTA & GOZO

FRANCE
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May

Beginning of Whale & Dolphin season in 

the Azores, see page 16

September

Avoid the high season and learn to dive 

in the Côte D’Azur, France, see page 17

October

Specialist wreck and technical diving 

weeks in Malta, see page 18

© Caloura Diving Centre
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Clockwise from top left: © Caloura Diving Centre, Azores coastline (both images) 

The island of São Miguel is the largest and 

most populated, with most living in the 

capital, Ponta Delgada. The ‘Green Island’ 

is a land of volcanic crater lakes, the most 

spectacular being the twin lakes of Sete 

Cidades, steeped in myth and legend. 

Here you can canoe in the craters or relax 

in the natural hot water pools, another 

attraction of the island. The fertile soils 

have contributed to the economic growth 

of the islands over time. Here you can eat 

tropical fruits and enjoy a local brew of 

Azorean tea.

Visibility is 30 metres on average and 

the most comfortable diving season is 

May-Oct. The dive sites around São Miguel 

offer adventure for both those looking 

to learn and for experienced divers. The 

variety of shallow rocky reefs, arches, 

underwater caves, wrecks and deeper 

oceanic dives offer an abundance of rich 

marine life in the subtropical waters fed 

by the Gulf Stream. Photographers will 

enjoy capturing the spectacular scenery as 

much as the wildlife.

São Miguel 

Offering spectacular panoramic views 

of the Atlantic, this tranquil resort sits 

atop an impressive volcanic outcrop with 

picturesque black sand beaches at the 

bottom and a short ‘appetite building’ walk 

from the village of Água de Pau with its 

rich architectural history. The 80 spacious 

and comfortable rooms offer a magnificent 

sea view from a private balcony and 

feature air-conditioning, en-suite bathroom 

and cable TV. The pool is located on a 

terrace surrounded by gardens with plenty 

of space for relaxing. Other facilities 

include a restaurant serving buffet and a la 

carte meals, the Jubilee bar, tennis court, 

sauna and an on-site dive centre. We 

recommend renting a car to explore the 

beautiful island of São Miguel.

Caloura Hotel Resort 

The on-site PADI affiliated dive 

centre offers daily boat dives in 

RIBs to a variety of local sites from 

May-Oct. Sea temperatures range from 

17-24 C.

Marine life is abundant in the subtropical 

waters attracting grouper, stingrays,  

moray eels, barracuda, dolphins and 

turtles. The topography is spectacular, with 

plenty of arches, caves, volcanic cliffs, 

rocky reefs and wrecks. This is a perfect 

destination for underwater photographers 

looking to take some unique and 

memorable shots.

Divers and snorkellers enjoy the sheltered 

site of Arcos da Caloura with several 

rocky arches and caves starting at five 

metres. Marine life will not disappoint 

with numerous nudibranch, moray eels, 

Mediterranean Slipper lobsters and 

schools of Almaco jacks and Yellowmouth 

barracuda seen on most dives.

Since its demise in 1964, the wreck 

of the cargo ship Dori has become a 

quintessential dive site in the Azores due 

to its accessible depth. It is a sanctuary 

for marine life and is a striking sight lying 

silently on a sandy bed. 

If the weather and sea conditions are right, 

experienced divers will enjoy the thrill of 

dive sites like Dollarbarat in the open sea 

with strong currents and the opportunity to 

see Devil rays, Goliath groupers and other 

pelagic species.

Caloura Diving Centre 

An archipelago of huge volcanic peaks breaking the surface in the mid-Altantic, the Azores is a spectacular region to visit 

whether it’s for diving, hiking or whale watching. The lush green islands are untouched by mass tourism and the surrounding 

waters hold a rich marine biodiversity, most notably a wide variety of whales and dolphin species. The most easterly islands are 

located 870 miles west of Portugal. Over time, the nine islands have been settled on sporadically and as such, all have their own 

characteristics, culture, cuisine and dialect but they all share an extraordinary natural legacy. The Gulf Stream ensures a mild 

and humid climate year round and the islands are a perfect resting ground for large pelagics as well as home to an impressive 

variety of marine life found amongst the diverse underwater topography.

Whale & Dolphin 
Watching 

Explore the waters of the 

Azores with our sister 

company, Oceans Worldwide, who 

operate two escorted group trips in 

2011. Accommodation is in the 

Azores Ecolodge in Horta on Faial 

Island to the west of the archipelago. 

The trip includes up to six days at sea 

onboard the spacious boat ‘Pheyster’, 

searching for numerous species of 

whales and dolphins. 

The experienced naturalist and 

scientific staff will help identify and 

distinguish between a Risso’s and a 

Spotted Dolphin and keep an eye out 

for the impressive Sperm Whale. In 

the evenings they will provide talks 

and slide shows illustrating how your 

presence contributes to scientific 

research.

Departure dates (2011) 

5-14 June and 15-24 August

Take the opportunity to extend your 

holiday with a relaxing diving break 

at the Caloura Hotel. Ask a member 

of the Dive Worldwide Team for 

further details on these exclusive 

group tours.

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person price includes return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

breakfast, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Caloura Hotel Resort ................................................................................. from £1150
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Scheduled Diving Trips

The packages are operated from the 

award winning dive base at Golfe 

Juan with accommodation in Juan 

les Pins.

The standard itinerary is a long 

weekend break running from 

Thursday to Monday afternoon. 

Package prices are based on four 

nights twin-share accommodation 

in Hotel Alexandra (BB) with six boat 

dives (including tanks and weights) 

and return airport transfers. These 

are land only options enabling you to 

book your flights with your chosen 

airline when you are ready to head 

down to the French Riviera. 

Prices start from £475 per person.

Speciality packages will operate 

late September through October, the 

most popular being the week long 

Wreck Week.  Diving is on classic 

wrecks such as The Rubis, Grec and 

Donator. Spaces are limited and you 

must hold a minimum qualification of 

PADI Rescue Diver plus Deep Diver 

Specialty, have diving experience 

to 60 metres and Advanced Nitrox 

qualification. (Min 250 logged dives).

Ask a member of the Dive Worldwide 

Team for further details on schedules 

and dates for 2011. 

Situated 12 miles west of Nice, you will 

find one of the most beautiful coastlines 

in France, stretching 15 miles.  Highlights 

include pebble and sandy beaches, 

secluded creeks and five ports filled with 

an array of local fishing boats and luxury 

yachts. A popular destination, you will 

find a buzzing atmosphere with bars, 

restaurants, casinos and nightclubs set 

amongst historical buildings, museums 

and markets offering an interesting mix 

of life. Cap d’Antibes provides excellent 

walks around the headland and is home to 

a number of millionaires’ châteaux, dream 

residences and the ‘Eden Roc’ hotel, 

reputed to be one of the most beautiful in 

the world.

Marine life is abundant with corals, 

gorgonian fans, octopus, crustaceans, 

barracuda, sunfish and grouper swimming 

in the warm sea, with dives sites ranging 

from six to sixty metres in depth. Local 

diving highlights include the interesting 

and historical underwater model village at 

La Fourmigue, impressive wall dives of the 

coast off the Iles de Ste Marguerite and 

St Honorat, and the wreck of Le Robuste 

2, home to schooling barracuda and a 

number of very large conger eels. 

The diving season runs from May-Oct and 

long weekends are the recommended 

length of stay.

 

Antibes - Juan les Pins 

The PADI, BSAC and CMAS 

affiliated dive centre is located in 

the port of Golfe Juan giving divers access 

to some of the best dive sites on the Côte 

D’Azur. A small centre with a personal 

touch, two boat dives are offered daily 

(morning and afternoon) from a six metre 

RIB equipped with a platform and side 

mounted ladder. Nitrox is available.

This is an ideal place to try diving for 

the first time or continue your diving 

education. A comprehensive range of 

courses are available up to Assistant 

Instructor level. Why not take the 

opportunity to become a Master Scuba 

Diver by completing some of the speciality 

courses which are also available here?

There are 40 dive sites with a great mix 

of deep pinnacles, vertical drops-offs, 

canyons, caverns and shallow plateaux 

suitable for divers of all abilities.

La Fourmigue is a large rock formation 

marked by a small lighthouse. The dive 

sites include the ruins of a model village at 

a depth of 15 metres and L’Enfer de Dante, 

a group of rocks rising from the depths 

covered in gorgonian and soft corals, with 

plenty of schooling fish to be seen.

La Grotte de Miro features a statue of 

the bust of Commandant Yves Le Prieur, 

inventor of the first autonomous breathing 

apparatus.

Diamond Diving 

A charming historic building dating back to 

1820, this small property is a ten minute 

walk from the centre of Juan Les Pins 

and 500 metres from the sandy beach. 

The 18 guestrooms are comfortable 

and sound-proofed, each with air-

conditioning and a TV. This non-smoking 

property welcomes guests with a friendly 

atmosphere featuring a cosy outdoor 

restaurant in a relaxing landscaped garden 

offering breakfast and local Provençal 

dining options. Internet access and laundry 

facilities are available. A nine mile drive 

from Nice International Airport, this is a 

perfect base for a weekend break whether 

you choose to play golf, relax, explore or 

spend your time diving.

 

Alternative accommodation options are 

available nearby, and in other towns, 

throughout the season. However, this is 

the most convenient for access to the dive 

centre situated in Golfe Juan.

Hotel Alexandra 

Stretching along the Mediterranean coastline in southeast France, the French Riviera is known for its glitz and glamour, and 

is a popular place to visit during the summer months. However, there are plenty of less well known attractions encompassing 

the history, culture and nature of the region, plus a magnificent underwater world to explore. With easy access from the UK, 

this is a fantastic destination for a long-weekend escape to warm waters, with stunning visibility, amazing wrecks and thriving 

ecosystems. Experienced divers may have the opportunity to explore the submarine wreck of the Rubis which lies at 40 metres 

on a sandy bottom. Divers will be evaluated during their dives at Golfe Juan before being given the go ahead. A local supplement 

will apply.
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Both images: Wreck diving in Malta © Selkies Dive Centre,

The coastline on the north east coast 

between Sliema and St Julian’s constitutes 

Malta’s main resort area. Located at the 

entrance of a harbour, the area offers 

spectacular views of Valletta as well as 

the open sea. The promenade is a sociable 

meeting place with plenty of seating, 

restaurants, bars, shops and cafés, 

where visitors can watch the world go by 

throughout the day. 

There is a wide choice of modern hotels 

from which it is easy to visit the plentiful 

cathedrals, archaeological sites, museums 

and historical fortifications of the Knights 

of St John and the British rule eras.

The nightlife is for all to enjoy, whether it 

includes dancing or enjoying the eclectic 

mix of Mediterranean and local cuisine. 

This is a perfect location in which to begin 

your diving adventures, with dive sites on 

Malta, Gozo and Comino accessible by boat.

If your Dive Club is looking to travel here 

we can suggest alternative suitable 

accommodation. Speak to a member of 

the Dive Worldwide Team to discuss your 

options.

Sliema 

This boutique all suite hotel is located in 

a quiet area of Sliema, a short walk from 

the dive centre and the bustling nightlife.  

This charming modern property has 40 

spacious suites spread over five floors.  

The suites are stylish yet cosy and feature 

air-conditioning, en-suite bathroom, state 

of the art sound and vision equipment, 

lounge area and bedroom furnished with 

modern amenities and views of Sliema 

Creek from the balcony. Facilities include 

a sun-terrace, a bar and swimming pool 

at roof level, café, food outlets, a cosy TV 

lounge and WiFi on the ground floor level.

Rocca Nettuno Suites 

Ghar Lapsi is a site dived and praised by 

the late Jacques Cousteau. Here you can 

find a nice cavern in which you can surface 

as well as a reef with a possibility to find 

unusual marine life such as Torpedo Rays.

Cirkewwa is one of the most popular 

dive sites in Malta. There are several 

dives available - The Arch, The Madonna, 

Paradise Bay and the wreck of the 

tug boat Rozi. The clear water and the 

abundance of marine life makes this site a 

favourite for many visitors.

The Bristol Blenheim WW ll bomber is a 

spectacular wreck, with the engines and 

wings still intact. This is a non-stop dive 

to 42 metres requiring careful planning. 

The wreck is host to an array of interesting 

marine life.

The MV Imperial Eagle ferry lies upright 

on a sandy bottom at a depth of 42 

metres. The wide hold is open and the 

wreck allows an easy and interesting 

dive. Close by is a 13 ton statue of Jesus 

Christ, blessed by the Pope to protect the 

fishermen of Malta.

‘Le Polynesien’ passenger liner was sunk 

by a German U-Boat in WW l. At 152 

metres in length and weighing 6,659 tons, 

it is one of the largest wrecks in Malta.  

The ship is lying upright in one piece 

on the seabed at a depth of 62 metres. 

This is a magnificent wreck dive with 

many artefacts still onboard. Suitable for 

technical divers using Trimix.

Malta Dive Sites & Wrecks 

This PADI 5* Instructor 

Development Centre (IDC) offers a 

comprehensive range of PADI and DSAT 

TecRec courses. The focus is on quality 

and safety, with daily boat dives visiting a 

variety of dive sites incorporating the best 

of what Malta and Gozo have to offer. Boat 

diving is offered Apr-Nov and shore based 

dive sites can be accessed throughout the 

year.

This is an excellent place to learn to 

dive as well as furthering your skills 

and knowledge. For those who are keen 

to explore the wrecks, we recommend 

completing the Deep Diver and Wreck 

Diver courses to ensure you maximise 

your diving opportunities during your stay.

Demand for technical diving has increased 

in recent years and Selkies offers world 

class training and diving excursions to 

some of the very best wrecks in the 

Mediterranean. A rewarding experience, 

technical diving isn’t for everyone 

and does come with additional risk, 

responsibilities and obligations. Begin your 

adventure with the Discover Tec course 

introducing recreational divers to the 

technical world.

Selkies caters for qualified technical 

divers with a comprehensive source of 

equipment to rent and a full programme 

of courses up to instructor level. With 

a number of wrecks to explore, let the 

adventure begin!

Selkies Dive Centre 

This archipelago of three islands lies at the heart of the Mediterranean, offering year round sunshine, an intriguing 7,000 year 

history, unique culture, captivating places of interest, a bustling nightlife and superb diving conditions. The English speaking 

nations of Malta, Gozo and Comino all have their own characteristics and a spectacular variety of dive sites, mainly famed for their 

wrecks and caves. The capital, Valletta, is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, a living example of Baroque architecture. The islands 

come alive at Festa time when visitors will get an insight into local life, with all its colour and passion. The charming island of Gozo 

is reached by a 30 minute ferry from Malta and the pace of life is slower. There’s a lot to pack in here, from exploring its rugged 

landscape and spectacular coastline to the Medieval Citadels and the small streets of the capital, Victoria.

Top Tip 

Easily accessible from the UK, 

Malta and Gozo are ideal for a long 

weekend diving getaway, or spend 

more time away and enjoy the best 

of both islands. See page 19 for a 

suggested  itinerary.

Malta & Gozo

Top Tip 

Technical Divers will enjoy the variety 

of wrecks available to explore, as well 

as the opportunity for further training 

and specialist weeks scheduled 

throughout the season.
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Clockwise from top left: Wreck in Malta © Selkies Dive Centre, nudibranch, statue of Jesus

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person price includes return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

breakfast, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Rocca Nettuno Suites, Malta ................................................................... from £895

Grand Hotel, Gozo ....................................................................................... from £725

Ideally situated on top of the gateway to 

Gozo, the Mgarr Harbour, the hotel enjoys 

panoramic views of Malta and Comino 

across the Gozo Channel. Accommodation 

choice of the 93 rooms comes in five 

categories, most enjoying a sea view from 

a balcony or terrace where you can relax, 

watching the coming and going of the 

fishing boats in the harbour down below. 

All rooms feature air-conditioning and 

en-suite bathrooms and are furnished with 

modern amenities including a television 

and WiFi access. 

Facilities include a swimming pool, a 

variety of cuisine choices at a number of 

restaurants, a small cinema, on-site dive 

centre and, for those looking to enjoy the 

red sandy beaches, a courtesy bus runs 

to Ramla Bay and San Blas Bay during 

the summer. Enjoy the sunset from the 

terrace bar, a popular venue for a post 

dive refreshment. Take the opportunity to 

explore the street market in Independence 

Square and Gran Castello Citadel in 

Victoria through a complimentary shuttle 

bus service running year round.

Grand Hotel 

Inland Sea is a unique dive site connecting 

divers to the open sea through an 80 

metre long tunnel with breathtaking 

views of the blue as you swim through at 

a maximum depth of 25 metres. On the 

outside, divers will enjoy exploring the 

marine life on the walls that drop off to 

over 50 metres. 

The blue hole at the Azure Window is 

a signature dive on Gozo, a beautiful 

limestone arch framing the rugged 

landscape. Underwater you will find 

grouper, dentex and amberjacks hunting 

for sardines. Entry or exit is by the blue 

hole, a memorable and picturesque dive. 

The dive site of Cathedral Cave begins in 

Ghasri Valley, a spectacular narrow gorge 

which widens as it reaches the sea. The 

cave chamber is spectacular. Dive in and 

slowly ascend between large boulders to 

surface in the cave in the magical blue 

water. 

There are three principal wrecks off Gozo, 

all scuttled to provide artifical reefs. The 

passenger ferry of Karwela sits upright at 

a depth of 42 metres, with a Volkswagen 

Beetle still intact on its stern. The Xlendi 

car ferry hit the drop off when it sank and 

flipped upside down on landing. Marine 

growth has taken hold on the Cominoland 

ferry which is also home to plenty of fish.

Gozo Dive Sites 

This SSI and PADI affiiliated dive 

centre operates to the same high 

standards as any other Extra Divers resort 

, coupled with an experienced and friendly 

team, divers will enjoy all that Gozo has to 

offer in comfort and safety. The topography 

of the island makes this destination 

famous for its cave diving but it is also an 

ideal place to learn or for experienced 

divers to explore wrecks, drop-offs and 

caverns. Transport to the many shore dives 

sites is by 4x4 and all dives are guided 

and operated daily from Apr-Oct. Boat trips 

to Comino and Malta are organised 

regularly, allowing divers plenty of 

underwater adventures.

Underwater highlights include grouper, 

schools of sea bream, barracuda, tuna 

and sometimes rays. The topography is 

spectacular and there are plenty of smaller 

fish and crustaceans living on the sheer 

walls, in crevaces and on the soft corals 

that have made their home on the reefs. 

The clear blue sea offers fantastic visibility 

which lends itself to making this a great 

underwater photographer’s playground.

Extra Divers Top Tip 

Basking in year round sunshine with 

excellent visibility and calm waters, 

Malta & Gozo are affordable places 

to learn to dive and offer great value 

for money.

Wrecks and Caves 

Easily accessible from the UK, and 

basking in year round sunshine, 

Malta & Gozo offer every diver an 

underwater adventure. Discover the 

best wrecks in the Mediterranean and 

explore magnificent underwater caves 

whilst enjoying all that these unique 

islands have to offer.

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Depart UK for Malta. Transfer to 

Rocca Nettuno Suites, 7 nights (BB). 

Five days boat diving (wrecks).   

Day 8 Road and ferry transfer to Gozo. 

Grand Hotel, 3 nights (BB). Two days 

shore diving (caves).  Day 11 Return 

to the UK

Departures throughout the year

Recommended (Apr-Nov)

Cost per person from £1195

Includes return flights from the UK, 10 

nights accommodation, breakfast, all 

local transfers, 7 days diving, tanks 

and weights
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Middle East in focus

Diving highlights

Musandam Peninsula, the 84 metre wreck 

of the Al Munnassir near Muscat and in 

contrast, the kelp forests and macro life in 

the south near Salalah. 

The Emirate of Fujairah is less than a 

couple of hours drive from Dubai. It may 

be small in size but has plenty to offer, 

from diving to hiking, wadi bashing to 

discovering ancient archaeological sites.

Shore Diving   Jordan

Oceanic Whitetip Sharks   Egypt    

Camel Diving Safari   Egypt

Leopard Sharks   Oman

Daymaniyat Islands   Oman

Learn to dive   Fujairah, Oman, Red Sea, 

Jordan

 

Egypt borders the Red Sea, one of the 

most popular diving locations in the world. 

Marine life is abundant and diverse, a 

magnifi cent aquarium of fi sh and corals, 

some endemic to the region. North of 

Dahab, explore the pristine dive sites of 

Ras Abu Galum Nature Park by camel 

safari. Classic Red Sea diving in the 

marine park of Ras Mohammed and the 

Straits of Tiran are spectacular for those 

who want to learn. Experienced divers will 

enjoy the sheer walls of The Brothers and 

the abundant marine life on Elphinstone 

Reef.

The Oman coastline is relatively 

unexplored and divers will enjoy the 

dramatic cliffs and sheltered fjords of the 

The Middle East is a favourite region for 

holidaymakers seeking winter sunshine at 

affordable prices. Jordan, Egypt, Fujairah 

and Oman are fascinating destinations, each 

with their own characteristics and culture. 

Visitors can enjoy an array of activities and 

sightseeing under the guidance of friendly 

hospitable locals. From rugged mountains, 

to ancient monuments, panoramic 

beaches to lush oases, the predominantly 

arid lands are all surrounded by warm 

bodies of water teeming with a rich marine 

life from the smallest critter to some of the 

largest fi sh in the world.

These destinations are all suitable for 

those who enjoy being in the water, from 

snorkellers to experienced divers, there’s 

something for everyone. Shore diving 

and snorkelling on Jordan’s fi fteen mile 

fringing reef is a pleasurable experience, 

with healthy coral reefs teeming with 

marine life as well as renowned wrecks 

such as the Cedar Pride and the American 

M42 Duster Tank, both scuttled to create 

an artifi cial reef making it an exceptional 

area for photographers.
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January

For winter sunshine and interesting 

diving, head to Fujairah, see page 27

March

Enjoy uncrowded shore diving and the 

majestic temples of Petra in Jordan, 

see page 24

September

Learn to dive in the Red Sea, Egypt see 

page 22

December

Dive the Daymaniyat Islands, Oman see 

page 25

© Tara North
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Located on a wide stretch of sandy beach 

overlooking the alluring waters of the Red 

Sea, this resort caters for water sports 

enthusiasts and explorers of the majestic 

mountains of the Sinai Penninsular 

alike. Experience the diversity of what 

Dahab has to offer based in this tranquil 

setting. The majority of the 150 rooms 

offer access to the beach and a sea or 

garden view. Other amenities include 

air-conditioning, satellite TV, en-suite 

bathroom, balcony or verandah and Wi-Fi 

access. There are a limited number of 

wheel chair friendly rooms. Hotel facilities 

include two restaurants, a bar, Bedouin 

beach café, sauna, fitness centre, kids’ 

club, swimming pool and full water sports 

centre.

Swiss Inn Resort 

Dahab

Egypt

© Phil North

A land of exploration and discovery, Egypt has always been a popular holiday destination. Offering an incredible variety of 

marine life, a warm climate and value for money, the Red Sea attracts divers from all over the world. The ancient wonders 

of the Pyramids and Sphinx, the temples at Luxor or the culture of Cairo can easily be combined with your diving to create 

an incredible journey. Shore diving and camel safaris are popular in the laid back Bedouin town of Dahab. Explore the 

colourful house reef or learn to dive in the Ras Mohammed Marine Park offshore from the Sinai peninsula. More experienced 

divers will enjoy the thrill of Elphinstone Reef in the southern region, with its dramatic walls and drop-offs attracting larger 

pelagics. Enjoy spectacular marine life, topography, wrecks and glorious sunshine, all only a five hour flight from the UK.
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Egypt (Cairo)

Climate chart for Egypt

This 31 metre 5* safari boat 

operates a variety of itineraries 

throughout the year covering the entirety 

of the Red Sea. There are 12 twin bedded 

cabins, all with air-conditioning and 

en-suite bathrooms. Customised for divers 

there is plenty of room onboard as well as 

a sun deck.The spacious dive deck has 

room for 30 divers, a separate 

compartment for charging batteries and 

storing equipment as well as two entry/

exit points by step ladder into the sea.

M/Y Diamond Seacilia 

Top Tip 

The Red Sea is perfect for so many reasons. You can learn to dive, gain experience on 

house reefs or explore the outer reefs and wrecks by liveaboard, all at an affordable price.

Extra Divers operate the on-site 

SSI affiliated dive centre offering a 

wide range of courses for all the family. 

Highlights here are learning to dive on the 

spectacular house reef and, for the more 

experienced, a full day camel safari to the 

Ras Abu Galum Nature Reserve with its 

beautiful coaral gardens and abundant 

marine life including Napoleon Wrasse, 

turtles and stingrays. Divers are 

transported by jeep to any one of the 

twenty shore diving sites that are also 

suitable for snorkellers. Underwater 

camera rental is available for those who 

are looking to capture their adventures on 

film. Nitrox is available

Departing on Thursdays, the boat offers 

inspiring and flexible safaris all over 

the Red Sea. The northern itinerary 

concentrates on the fantastic wrecks 

including the Thistlegorm, whilst the 

southern visits Elphinstone. There are 

also special trips run throughout the 

year including a Shark Safari which 

takes divers to Brothers, Elphinstone and 

Deadalus. All trip dates are on a request 

basis. Nitrox is available.
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A luxury beach hotel perfectly located in 

Ras Nasrani Bay, ten minutes from Sharm 

el Sheikh airport, with easy access and 

spectacular views over the Red Sea to 

Tiran Island. At the heart of one of the 

most famous diving areas in the world, 

the hotel features 197 rooms set in lush 

mature gardens. The well appointed 

rooms offer sea or garden views and are 

furnished with modern amenities including 

air-conditioning and satellite TV. Facilities 

include a shopping arcade, shuttle bus to 

Naama Bay, five swimming pools, health 

club, kids’ club, a choice of restaurants 

and bars and a range of activities on offer. 

Extra Divers operate the on-site 

SSI, PADI and CMAS affiliated dive 

centre with courses up to Instructor 

Training available. This is the perfect place 

to learn to dive, with a purpose built 

training pool and easy access to the 

colourful house reef teeming with marine 

life. Underwater photographers also enjoy 

spending time exploring the reef for that 

perfect shot throughout the day. Daily boat 

dives by zodiac are offered to a variety of 

sites including the Tiran Islands and Ras 

Mohammed Marine Park, world renowned 

for their vibrant coral reefs. Nitrox is 

available. 

Meliá Sinaí Hotel 

Ras Nasrani

A centrally located beach front property 

built around a lagoon and ornate Arabian 

gardens. This large 5* property caters for 

everyone and is only 15 minutes from 

Marsa Alam airport. The 347 spacious 

rooms and suites, some with accessibility 

standards, are spread over three floors 

and feature modern amenities. Relaxed 

and informal, facilities include restaurants, 

bars, swimming pools, a kids’ club, tennis, 

fitness centre, mini golf, watersports 

centre and a Six Senses Spa.

Extra Divers are located on the 

corniche, a short walk from the 

hotel. A magnificent 2km house reef with 

three entry/exit points awaits every 

inquisitive diver. Day trips by boat are 

operated to Elphinstone, Abu Saile and Abu 

Dabbab for the adventurous, looking for 

dramatic walls and drop offs and the 

chance to swim with dolphins or dugongs. 

Further dive sites are found along the 

scenic fringing reef and are reached by 

jeep. We recommend this area for 

intermediate or advanced divers who can 

explore some of the reefs, once only open 

to liveaboards. Nitrox is available. 

Crowne Plaza Sahara Sands 

Port Ghalib This 34 metre safari boat is part of 

a fleet working together to offer 

divers the best of the Red Sea throughout 

the year. There are 10 comfortable cabins, 

two with a double bed on the upper deck 

whilst the twin beds are located on the 

lower. All have air-conditioning and 

en-suite bathrooms. The boat is custom 

built for divers offereing a large dining and 

salon area with modern amenities. The 

dive deck is well designed with ample 

space for equipment storage. 

Departing on a Thursday, the boat offers 

a variety of safaris mainly to the southern 

region of the Red Sea. The ‘Best of the Red 

Sea’ safari offers dives spectacular diving 

at Elphinstone, Deadalus, Zabargad and 

Rocky Island. The diving here is amazing, 

with colourful reefs packed with sponges 

and marine fish to deep walls drop offs 

and pinnacles attracting larger pelagics 

such as Grey and Whitetip Reef Sharks. All 

trip dates are on a request basis. Nitrox is 

complimentary to qualified divers.

M/Y Golden Dolphin 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include 7 nights accommodation in resort or on 

liveaboard, meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Swiss Inn Resort (HB) ................................................................................. from £575

Meliá Sinaí Hotel (HB) ................................................................................. from £565

Crowne Plaza Sahara Oasis (HB) .......................................................... from £585 

Diamond Seacila (FB) ................................................................................. from £635

M/Y Golden Dolphin (FB) .......................................................................... from £915

Explore Egypt 

Combine your diving trip with a visit 

to an ancient wonder or the sprawling 

metropolis of Cairo. Either before or 

after your diving holiday, take time 

to explore the wealth of history and 

culture of Egypt. 

Nothing quite prepares you for your 

first sight of the man made tombs 

we all know as the Pyramids and the 

great Sphinx of Giza. Immerse yourself 

in the Egyptian Museum and the 

treasures of Tutankhamun or wander 

through Old Cairo exploring the 

cosmopolitan bazaars. 

At its peak, Luxor had a population 

of about one million, and as a result, 

boasts the largest and greatest 

concentration of ancient monuments 

in the world. Visitors still come to see 

its stunning setting along the Nile as 

well as the ancient temples.  

All extensions are tailor-made to meet 

your holiday needs. Some may require 

additional flights. Call us to discuss 

your options.
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Jordan

Jordan is a fascinating country where ancient historical sites are enveloped amongst dramatic and beautiful scenery. 

Many will know of the ancient city of Petra, but you will also find dramatic castles, Roman remains and biblical sites. There 

is plenty to keep even the most active occupied. From the dramatic scenery of Wadi Rum to the spectacular coral reefs of 

Aqaba. All this is combined with a people whose warm hospitality ensures that your stay is a truly memorable one. 

The fringing reef and warm water make this an excellent destination to learn to dive. Underwater highlights include the 

wrecks of the Cedar Pride and The Tank, which can be explored by snorkellers and divers alike. Dive sites are uncrowded 

and most are accessible from the shore. 
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Jordan (Amman)

Climate chart for Amman

Situated boldly at the entrance to Tala Bay, 

Jordan’s prestigious resort town, this 4* 

hotel boasts stunning views of the nearby 

marina and majestic mountains in the 

distance. The 260 stylish rooms and suites 

all feature modern amenities including 

air-conditioning, an en-suite bathroom 

and satellite TV. Wheelchair friendly rooms 

are available. Facilities include three 

swimming pools, spa, gym, access to 

the private beach club and bar. There is 

a choice of restaurants offering western 

and local cuisine and complimentary WiFi 

in hotspot areas. Guests can easily get to 

nearby Aqaba with the shuttle bus service. 

We recommend diving with 

Seastar Watersports who will 

arrange transfers to their dive base for 

your diving needs.

Marina Plaza Hotel 

The 25km coastline offers snorkellers 

and divers easy access to over 20 shore 

diving sites along the fringing reef which 

abounds with colourful marine life, well 

preserved corals, pinnacles, canyons and 

walls. Suitable for divers of all abilities 

and experience, the dive sites are not 

crowded and the seas are warm and calm. 

The crystal clear waters, abundant marine 

life and pleasant climate, make Aqaba an 

ideal location for year round scuba diving, 

snorkelling and other watersports.

Seastar Watersports is a PADI 5* 

Instructor Development Centre 

(IDC) based at Club Murjan offering a 

comprehensive range of courses with 

excellent facilities. Two guided dives are 

operated daily (morning and afternoon) 

with a break for lunch at Club Murjan, 

where non-divers are welcome to use the 

facilities and snorkel on one of the three 

house reefs. There are storage facilities for 

equipment and other watersports are 

available from here.

One of the most popular dive sites is the 

wreck of the Cedar Pride, a freighter sunk 

in 1985, now forming an interesting man-

made reef. There is also an Anti Aircraft 

Tracked Vehicle ‘The Tank’, barely 10 

metres from the shore. Located by Oliver’s 

Canyon, it makes a superb safety stop 

as well as an excellent snorkel site. An 

underwater photographer’s delight! Nitrox 

is available.

Diving Aqaba Discover Jordan 

A journey of discovery visiting 

Jordan’s cultural and historical 

highlights. Explore the very best of 

this fascinating country.  

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Depart UK for Amman. Transfer 

to your overnight hotel.  Day 2 

Itinerary includes Jerash (Greco-

Roman City), Ajlun (historic castle) and 

the Dead Sea. Overnight at the Dead 

Sea.  Day 3 Itinerary includes Madaba 

(markets and ancient mosaics), Kerak 

(crusader castle) and Mount Nebo with 

spectacular views over the Promised 

Land. Overnight accommodation near 

Petra.  Day 4 Itinerary includes Petra 

(ancient city). Overnight 

accommodation in Aqaba.  Days 5-8 

Relax in Aqaba. Includes eight dives.  

Day 9 Itinerary includes Wadi Rum. 

Accommodation in Aqaba.  Day 10 

Depart for UK.  Day 11 Arrive UK.

Departures throughout the year 

Cost per person   from £1680

Includes return flights from the UK, 

9 nights accommodation, breakfast, 

all local transfers, car with driver, 8 

shore dives, tanks and weights.

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

breakfast, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Captain’s Hotel ............................................................................................ from £1295

Marina Plaza ................................................................................................. from £1395

Coral Hind

Conveniently located in the centre of Aqaba 

Town, this boutique hotel is a short walk 

from the local shops and restaurants. The 

64 spacious deluxe rooms and suites are 

stylish and offer modern luxurious 

amenities. All are air-conditioned with en-

suite bathroom and have satellite TV. 

Facilities at the hotel include a health club, 

swimming pool, gym, WiFi and fine dining in 

a number of restaurants and bars, the most 

renowned being the Captain’s Restaurant. 

Please note there is no alcohol served in the 

hotel, but you can consume any bought 

from the local shops in your room.

Seastar Watersports operate daily 

diving excursions.  

Captain’s Hotel 

Aqaba

This 5* property is located in the centre of 

Aqaba offering panoramic views over the 

Red Sea and direct access to a private 

beach. The hotel comprises of 296 elegantly 

furnished rooms, suites and residences, 

with the deluxe rooms offering spectacular 

sea views. All rooms are spacious and 

offer amenities including air-conditioning, 

en-suite bathroom, satellite TV and WiFi. 

Facilities include four swimming pools, 

health club, sauna, DANA Kids Club, 

watersports centre and eight dining options.

Seastar Watersports operate the 

diving from their base a few 

minutes walk from the hotel. 

Mövenpick Resort & Residence 

Aqaba



See us on the web at  www.diveworldwide.com 25

M
id

d
le E

ast / Jord
an &

 O
m

an

Oman

A magical land, full of history, culture, rugged mountains, bustling souks, desert landscape and beautiful beaches stretched along 

the 1700km coastline all only a seven hour flight from the UK. The Sultanate of Oman is located on the south-eastern tip of the 

Arabian Gulf surrounded by the Arabian Sea and Gulf of Oman, both attracting an abundance of marine life in their nutrient rich 

waters. There is plenty of adventure and discovery in Oman from the fjord like scenery in Musandam to the Bedouin camps 

outside of Muscat and the lush temperate climate of Salalah in the south. Underwater, divers enjoy untouched reefs and an 

abundant marine life of plenty of healthy corals and large pelagics such as Devil Rays, Leopard Sharks and grouper. It is common 

to see dolphins chasing tuna, turtles and whales off the coast. Wreck enthusiasts will enjoy exploring the Al Munnassir wreck.
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Oman (Muscat)

Climate chart for Muscat

Dramatically located, overlooking the 

Gulf of Oman, this comfortable 4* resort 

is the perfect base from whichto explore 

the excellent diving that the Musandam 

penninsula has to offer. The hotel offers 

60 rooms and suites, all benefiting from 

sea and mountain views and a balcony 

or verandah, whilst incorporating modern 

amenities such air-conditioning, en-suite 

bathroom and satellite TV. Facilities 

include a swimming pool and a choice of 

restaurants and bars. It is also possible 

to book excursions including trekking in 

the mountains or a day trip to Khasab to 

discover the daily life of this traditional 

fishing village.

The on-site SSI amd PADI affiliated 

dive centre is operated by Extra 

Divers. Two tank boat dives are offered 

each morning, with optional third and night 

dives organised locally. Most of the 25 dive 

sites are within a 45 minute boat ride , 

offering exhilarating drift dives with plenty 

of drop-offs and coral gardens to explore. 

Most sites range from 20-30 metres deep 

and water temperature ranges from 22C in 

winter to 30C in summer. Nitrox is 

available.

Golden Tulip Hotel, Khasab 

Located in the north of Oman, this remote 

peninsula offers spectacular fjord like 

scenery and faces the Straits of Hormuz, 

a plankton rich body of water offering 

tropical coral diving with over 900 species 

of fish of all colours and sizes. 

Dive sites range from dramatic walls 

to extensive coral gardens with a 

combination of plankton and strong local 

currents attracting large pelagics such 

as Manta and Eagle Rays, barracuda, 

Whale Sharks and numerous turtle and 

shark species. The trade off for all this 

fantastic marine life is that visibility in 

these plankton rich waters is often only 

12-20 metres. 

The area is more suited to experienced 

divers who will enjoy the adventurous 

currents an coral encrusted drop-offs 

falling to great depths. Dolphins are a 

common sight when heading out to a dive 

site in the calm waters between the fjords.

Diving can be experienced from Khasab or 

by liveaboard from Dibba. A holiday to this 

region can be twinned with a stay in Dubai, 

Fujairah or another destination in Oman. 

Musandam Diving 

Top Tip 

Explore this diverse country with a 

twin centre holiday in Musandam and 

Muscat. There are plenty of options. 

Speak to a member of the Dive 

Worldwide Team to plan your tailor-

made holiday.

With more than 350 varieties of coral, 

Oman can offer rewarding diving 

experiences. Oman is still an undiscovered 

diving paradise, particularly at the 

Daymaniyat Islands, where more than two 

or three diving boats are rarely seen.

The nine, tiny, uninhabited islands lie about 

11 miles off the Batinah Coast and are the 

jewel in the crown for diving in the Gulf of 

Oman. The diving here is spectacular with 

walls, drop-offs, submerged reefs, swim-

throughs and caves. Coral reefs cover up 

to 70% of the dive sites with more than a 

hundred different species of soft and hard 

coral. Marine life is abundant with prolific 

numbers of colourful reef fish, stingrays, 

occasional turtles, Leopard Sharks 

and on rare occasions a Whale Shark. 

Snorkellers are also welcome, and with 

the vast variety of sea life and coral close 

to the surface, snorkelling is a particularly 

rewarding experience. 

The Daymaniyat Islands offer a safe stop 

off point for migratory birds and are home 

to sea eagles and the graceful osprey; 

the beaches and cliffs come alive in the 

summer months with nesting birds and 

turtles returning to lay their eggs on the 

white sand beaches.

Daymaniyat Islands 

Set within beautifully landscaped gardens 

on one of the most tranquil private 

beaches of the Sultanate of Oman, the 

Al Sawadi Beach Resort overlooks the 

serene string of Sawadi Isles. An hour 

north of Muscat, this is the gateway to the 

Daymaniyat Islands. Surrounded by the 

gardens, the 100 spacious rooms are all 

air-conditioned with an en-suite bathroom, 

balcony or verandah and are furnished 

with modern amenities including satellite 

TV with either a garden or sea view. There 

are a wide range of restaurants, bars and 

leisure facilities including a watersports 

centre, swimming pool, gym, spa, tennis 

and squash court and internet café.

The on-site SSI and PADI affiliated 

dive centre is operated by Extra 

Divers. Daily two tank boat dives operate 

to the Daymaniyat Islands, a UNESCO 

protected Marine Park. A wide range of 

courses are available up to divemaster 

level. The 17 dive sites are spectacular 

with coral gardens and an abundance of 

marine life including turtles, lobster, sharks 

and if you’re lucky, Whale Sharks. Nitrox is 

available.

Al Sawadi Beach Resort 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Golden Tulip, Khasab (B) ......................................................................... from £1295

Al Sawadi Beach Resort (HB) ................................................................ from £1125

From left: © Oman Tourist Board, © Tara North
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Salalah is situated 600 miles south of 

Muscat in the Dhofar region and offers 

an invigorating lush temperate climate in 

stark contrast to the rest of the country. 

The Khareef (southeast monsoon) brings 

the rain from Jun-Sep creating a unique 

lush green landscape set against a 

dramatic backdrop of the Jebal Dhofar. 

Here you can find an abundance of 

wildlife, breathtaking scenery, coconut 

groves, banana plantations and 

frankincense trees.

White sandy beaches fringe the plain to 

the south, stretching for miles along the 

vast expanse of the Arabian Sea. Dive sites 

are relatively untouched and new sites are 

being discovered all the time. A fantastic 

variety of rays, moray eels and nudibranch 

along with large grouper, turtles and 

dozens of fish schools can be seen as well 

as a Portuguese shipwreck. Salalah waters 

are unusual in that small areas of kelp 

forests can also be found, especially post 

Kahreef season. Diving here is seasonal 

(Oct-May).

Salalah Diving 

This resort is located 50 miles from 

Salalah, on the white sand beach of Mirbat 

Cove and at the foot of Jebel Samhan. This 

luxurious resort is ideal for holidaymakers 

looking to relax, dive or explore the 

spectacular Dhofar region. The spacious 

and well appointed 237 rooms, suites 

and beach chalets are spread over three 

floors offering a mountain or sea view. All 

feature modern amenities expected from 

a 5* hotel. Facilities include a swimming 

pool, a variety of restaurants and bars, 

a children’s playground, a tennis court, 

nearby nature and mountain bike trails 

and a Chavana Spa.

The on-site SSI and PADI affiliated 

dive centre is operated by Extra 

Divers. There is a small house reef for 

divers and snorkellers to enjoy and most 

of the 20 dive sites are accessed by a 

short 4WD jeep journey with easy access 

from the shore. Famous for its corals, fish 

and kelp, the underwater scenery 

comprises brain and table corals housing 

plenty of critters with regular sightings of 

octopus, tuna, turtles and Eagle Rays. 

Salalah Marriott Resort 

Suitable for divers of all levels, diving 

around Muscat offers sheltered shallow 

dives with little current to a depth of 30 

metres with rocky outcrops, picturesque 

walls, colourful reefs and a wreck to 

explore.

 

The plankton rich waters attract a prolific 

marine life including many pelagic 

species. Divers will enjoy the colourful 

corals and can expect to see turtles, Devil 

and Eagle Rays, seahorses and a myriad 

of reef fish.

 

The local dive sites of Bandar Jissah 

are sheltered and are great for those 

wanting to learn to dive as well as offering 

spectacular night diving. The dramatic 

underwater scenery of walls and reefs at 

Bandar Khayran are teeming with marine 

life, in particular, a variety of moray eels. 

This is also home to the Al Munnassir 

wreck, a popular artificial reef lying upright 

and home to plenty of fish and corals. The 

Fahal Islands feature sloping soft coral 

gardens and boulders resting on a sandy 

bottom which attract stingrays. Schooling 

goat fish are found sheltering in the 

overhangs.

 

There are over 20 dive sites to explore and 

all a short distance from the dive centre.

Muscat Diving 

Located in a beautiful idyllic bay about 

nine miles from Muscat, this relaxed 

and friendly dive resort is a perfect 

base to explore the local dive sites. 

Accommodation is in traditionally built 

semi-detached Barasti beach bungalows. 

All feature air-conditioning, a furnished 

verandah and a partially open air en-suite 

bathroom. There are two family rooms 

available which feature two bedrooms 

and comfortably sleep up to five. Hotel 

facilities include a shaded terrace 

restaurant, purpose built swimming pool 

for dive training, a beach bar with TV, and 

excursions to Muscat and the surrounding 

areas can be booked here.

The on-site SSI and PADI affiliated 

dive centre is operated by Extra 

Divers. Two tank boat dives are offered 

each morning. An optional afternoon and 

night dives are organised locally. The Al 

Mussanir wreck is very popular and diving 

is centred around the local sites of Bandar 

Jissah, Bandar Khayran and Fahal Islands 

with special day trips to the Daymaniyat 

Islands arranged regularly. Nitrox is 

available.  

Extra Divers Lodge 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort (6 

nights on the liveaboard), meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights

Extra Divers Lodge (HB) .......................................................................... from £1145

Salalah Marriott Resort (B) ..................................................................... from £1435

Red Dhow liveaboard (FB) ...................................................................... from £1525

From left: Moray Eel © Oman Ministry of Tourism, coral reef



Or visit us on the web at  www.diveworldwide.com 27

M
id

d
le E

ast / O
m

an &
 Fujairah

Experience the marine rich 

unspoilt dive sites of the 

Musandam on board a traditional Arabic 

dhow-style liveaboard. The Red and Brown 

Dhows are traditionally built but have been 

customised so divers can enjoy a week of 

diving in basic accommodations with 

some exhilarating diving in the northern 

and eastern Musandam area. 

The 23 metre Red Dhow accommodates 

up to 16 passengers in twin bed cabins, 

two with en-suite bathrooms. All are 

air-conditioned, clean and comfortable. 

Facilities include a spacious salon 

furnished with a TV and CD player. Watch 

the chef prepare your meals on the top 

deck where the kitchen is traditionally 

situated on a dhow.

The boats offer a six night itinerary 

departing from Dibba mainly on a 

Saturday. You will be transferred from 

Dubai airport to the boat. Up to 20 dives 

are offered, including two night dives. 

Expect spectacular underwater scenery 

and marine life with some challenging 

drift dives. We recommend that you are at 

least PADI Advanced with 30 logged dives 

or equivalent to fully enjoy this voyage of 

discovery.

Red & Brown Dhows 

One of the smallest of the United Arab Emirates, Fujairah divides the Musandam penninsula 

from the southern part of Oman. Within a few hours of landing in Dubai you will find remote 

landscapes and a reef, often no more than a few hundred feet off the shore, that trails for 

55 miles along the coast. It’s the perfect place for visitors seeking sun, sea or adventure 

through unforgettable diving holidays, lazing on a fabulous beach or exploring the desert 

and the Hajar Mountains with its small oasis villages and deep canyon scenery.

Fujairah Introduction 

Located on site, this PADI 5* 

Instructor Development Centre 

(IDC) is fully equipped to offer a 

comprehensive range of courses. Up to 

three boat dives are offered daily to 

explore the local reefs, pinnacles, 

overhangs, drop-offs and the Inchcape 

wrecks. There is the chance to see 

countless tropical fish and a huge variety 

of larger pelagics, especially at Dibba and 

Sharm Rock dive sites located in the 

nature reserve. Dive sites are suitable for 

divers of all levels. Offshore, a ‘Reef Ball’ 

module has been placed to help develop 

an artificial reef habitat. This is an 

environmental initiative to help increase 

the number of coral reefs in the region. 

Day trips to the Musandam penninsula can 

be arranged locally for an additional fee. 

Nitrox is available. 

Al Boom operate other dive centres in the 

region including three in Dubai.

Al Boom Diving 

This ultra-stylish, luxury, high-rise resort is 

set amid beautifully landscaped gardens 

on Al Aqah beach. There are 218 well 

equipped, spacious rooms that offer 

panoramic ocean or mountain views. 

Facilities include a swimming pool, spa, 

private beach, water sports centre, tennis 

court and children’s club. The hotel is 

often congratulated on its outstanding 

restaurants and its friendly and excellent 

service. A shuttle service to Dubai is 

available twice weekly (90 minutes drive).

Le Méridien Al Aqah Beach 
Resort 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

breakfast, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights

Le Méridien Al Aqah .................................................................................. from £1355

Discover Oman 

Oman is a diverse destination with an 

immense coastline to explore. Discover 

the underwater treasures of Salalah, 

the sheltered bays around Muscat and 

the rich colourful reefs of the 

Daymaniyat Islands, all in one holiday!

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Depart UK for Salalah (via 

Muscat).  Day 2 Road transfer to 

Salalah Marriott Resort, 3 nights in a 

Standard Room (BB). Two days diving.  

Day 5 Flight and road transfer to Extra 

Divers Lodge, 7 nights (HB). Five days 

diving.  Day 12 Road transfer to Al 

Sawadi Beach Resort, 3 nights (BB). 

Two days diving.  Day 15 Return to UK 

Departures Oct–May 

Cost per person   from £1945

Includes return flights from the UK, 

13 nights accommodation, meal plan 

(mostly HB), all local transfers, 9 days 

diving, tanks and weights.

From left: Whale Shark © Extra Divers, fort and Mosque in Nizwa © Oman Ministry of Tourism

Top Tip 

2011 sees the introduction of the Yellow 

Dhow, a 24 metre boat with six en- 

suite cabins each with three beds.
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Asia in focus

Diving highlights

visitors include Whale Sharks and Manta 

Rays and they are more accessible than 

you think!

Dugongs   Palawan, Philippines

Thresher Sharks   Malapascua, Philippines

Jelly Fish Lake   Kalimantan, Indonesia

Turtles   Sipadan, Malaysia

Komodo National Park   Indonesia

Wrecks   Coron Bay, Philippines 

Pristine & deserted reefs   Raja Ampat, 

Indonesia, Cocos (Keeling) Island

Macro-life    Indonesia, Malaysia and 

Philippines

Whale Sharks   Thailand, Philippines, 

Christmas Island

Mola Mola   Bali, Indonesia

Leopard Sharks   Thailand

Red Crab migration   Christmas Island

where the highest marine bio-diversity in 

the world is found. Seeing ten turtles on a 

dive at Sipadan is not uncommon. 

Experienced divers can dive with Thresher 

Sharks and many other pelagics, such as 

Manta and Eagle Rays, as well as Whale 

Sharks abound. Other unusual sightings 

are the seasonal red crab migration on 

Christmas Island and the dinosaur like 

dragons found on the island of Komodo. In 

fact, what better way to discover Asia’s 

many protected marine parks than by 

joining a liveaboard - offering the 

adventurous explorer a once in a lifetime 

experience.

Christmas and Cocos (Keeling) Islands are 

small outposts in the Indian Ocean with a 

prolifi c endemic fl ora and fauna. Seasonal 

Asia has thousands of beautiful islands, 

pristine reefs and biodiverse eco-systems. 

Topside, you will fi nd dramatic landscapes 

and volcanoes, rainforests, rice terraces 

and have many opportunities to visit 

ancient temples and traditional villages, 

cruise jungle rivers and meet orangutans. 

Why not climb Mt. Kinabalu in Borneo 

or explore one of the many volcanoes in 

the Philippines or Indonesia? Take the 

opportunity to dive in Bali and then relax in 

the mountains of Ubud.

There are dives sites to suit all levels of 

experience; steep world-class pristine walls, 

covered with soft corals and sponges at 

Bunaken; astonishing caves, walls, canyons, 

plateaux and overhangs at Sipadan; the 

tumbling granite rocks of the Similan Islands; 

open ocean seamounts in the Andaman Sea 

and some of the world’s richest coral reefs. 

Lembeh Strait is often described as the best 

‘macro-diving’ on earth, and Mabul is not far 

behind. The region boasts numerous WW ll 

wrecks, including the Japanese wrecks at 

Coron Bay, Philippines.

The Philippines, East Malaysia and 

Indonesia are part of the Coral Triangle, 
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February

Raja Ampat at its best, see page 33

July

Turtle hatching in Sipadan, see page 38

September

Mola Mola season in Bali, see page 34

November

Whale Sharks begin to congregate in 

Donsol, Philippines, see page 42

December

Favourable conditions for diving the 

Similan Islands, Thailand, see page 50

© Tara North
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The world’s largest archipelago with over 17,000 islands, Indonesia lies across the equator stretching from the Asian 

mainland in the west into the Pacific Ocean in the east. Unity in Diversity is the country’s motto, accounting for the myriad 

of ethnic, linguistic and religious groups found amongst the people of this vast and populous nation. The spectacular 

underwater world includes some of the best diving in the world and is well known for its marine biodiversity.  This rich 

volcanic area combines miles of coastline, warm equatorial currents, nutrient-rich up-swellings and a tropical climate that 

come together to create a biological wonderland. The superb reefs and magnificent aquatic life attract the international 

diving community to the crystal seas.

Indonesia
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Indonesia (Jakarta)

Located on Pulau Weh, a small island off 

the north west coast of Sumatra, Lumba 

Lumba Living Rooms are spacious duplex 

cottages next to the dive shop on Gapang 

Beach equipped with comfortable beds, 

fans and a verandah facing the beach. 

There are a few local restaurants close by, 

offering Indonesian and simple western 

food. The area is off the beaten track and 

part of the adventure is getting there.

The resort offers world class 

diving all year round. It is here that 

the Andaman Sea meets the Indian Ocean 

and a vast variety of marine life is found, 

from tiny critters on the house reef to 

impressive pelagics swimming in the fast 

currents sweeping through several nearby 

dive sites - a photographer’s dream. 

Experienced deep divers will enjoy the 

thrill of the WWll wreck, Sophie Rickmers. 

Two guided boat dives are offered on the 

custom built boats each day except Friday 

morning due to local traditions. 

Lumba Lumba, Pulau Weh 

Due to its remote location, this 

area of Borneo sees relatively few 

divers, which is why its biggest attraction 

is still a relative secret. 

Kakaban Island features Jelly Fish Lake, 

home to a variety of distinct species that 

have adapted to live in the brackish water. 

They include four species of sting-free 

jellyfish and countless invertebrates.

Sangalaki is renowned for its sightings of 

Manta Rays, due to the number of cleaning 

stations around the island. Gently sloping 

reefs, with a maximum depth of around 20 

metres, make it a great place to see both 

large and small marine life. 

Maratua Atoll diving offers the best 

prospects for larger pelagics, with divers 

often sighting Hammerhead and leopard 

sharks, tuna, turtles, eagle and manta 

rays.

Dive with Extra Divers at their dedicated 

dive resorts on Nabucco and Nunukan 

islands. Ask us about special offers in 

2011 as Nabucco celebrates its 10th 

Anniversary!

Kalimantan Diving 

Built in the middle of tropical vegetation, 

without felling a single tree, this exotic 

resort is ecologically sound, with hot water 

produced by solar energy and a rainwater 

processing plant on site.  The air-

conditioned bungalows are either on the 

beach or nestled in the tropical gardens. A 

long stay is recommended due to the 

distance travelled in getting there, which 

includes a long boat journey from the 

mainland.

Operated by Extra Divers, daily boat 

dives to the “Big Fish Country” 

dive sites of Maratua, Kakaban and 

Sangalaki are most popular, although the 

house reef offers an amazing array of 

critters to hunt for and is especially 

rewarding for photographers.  A full range of 

courses (SSI, CMAS & PADI) are offered from 

beginner to Divemaster. Nitrox is available. 

Nabucco Island Resort 

Climate chart for Jakarta

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Lumba Lumba Living (RO) ...................................................................... from £1795

Nabucco Island Resort (HB) .................................................................. from £2150

Nunukan Island Resort (HB) ................................................................... from £2175

Located on the south-eastern tip of the 

lagoon on the Maratua Atoll. The resort is 

built to very strict ecological standards and 

comprises two areas; the main buildings 

overlook the long jetty and open sea, whilst 

the lavish guest bungalows are nestled in the 

tropical landscaped gardens overlooking the 

lagoon. The 22 air-conditioned spacious 

bungalows are dotted along the white 

sandy beach, each with a private verandah.

Turtles, stingrays, tuna, leopard 

and nurse sharks can be spotted 

on the 4km house reef, as well as plenty 

of macro life living on the large gorgonian 

fans and whip corals. Unlimited unguided 

house reef diving is interspersed with 

speedboat day trips to “Big Fish Country”.

Extra Divers offer a full range of courses 

from beginner to Divemaster (SSI, CMAS & 

PADI) level. Nitrox is available.

Nunukan Island Resort 
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North Sulawesi’s unique resort for divers, 

families and adventure seekers, Tasik 

Ria offers all the conveniences of an 

international resort. A family owned and 

run resort that offers not only luxury and 

comfort but also a level of warmth and 

hospitality which in today’s frantic world is 

such a rarity. The Sea View Cottages offer 

more privacy than the Pool View rooms, 

some of which have inter-connecting 

doors.  All are air-conditioned with en-suite 

bathrooms. The resort also features two 

conference rooms.

Tasik Divers prides itself on its 

services and facilities for divers.  A 

PADI 5* Gold Palm Instructor Development 

Centre (IDC) and a PADI Project Aware “Go 

ECO” operator.  Tasik Divers is committed 

to providing customers with dive 

experiences that enhance visitor awareness 

of the local aquatic environment. Diving is 

all year round and begins on the house 

reef as an “Early Bird” dive if you so desire.  

The main dive excursions are to Bunaken 

Marine Park as a day trip where you can 

spend your time getting that perfect 

picture for the ‘wall of fame’.  Photography 

clinics and Nitrox are available.

Tasik Ria Resort & Spa 

Located in the heart of the Bunaken 

National Marine Park, Siladen Resort 

& Spa is an exclusive hidden getaway 

offering guests a relaxed atmosphere and 

an unforgettable holiday experience on 

a tropical island. There are 15 elegantly 

furnished wooden villas, the majority of 

which are set in the peaceful landscaped 

gardens, meters from the beach.

Guests will enjoy a professional 

friendly service at the PADI 

affiliated dive centre offering a full range 

of courses for those looking to “have a go” 

at becoming a divemaster. The house reef 

is excellent for snorkellers and the 

majority of the 40 dive and snorkelling 

sites are within minutes of the resort. 

Attention is personal, with only four divers 

per guide. This eco-friendly resort places a 

high emphasis on the protection of the 

marine park.

Siladen Resort & Spa 

This tranquil resort nestles on Wori Bay 

amidst secluded palms on a hillside 

location right on the ocean’s edge, 

boasting its own private beach and 

breathtaking sunset views.  Kima Bajo 

is a boutique resort, ideal for divers 

and non-divers alike with its range of 

facilities including the Mayana Spa and 

excursions to nearby places of interest.  

Accommodation ranges from the budget 

Kimez Studio to an exclusive Grand Villa 

with its own swimming pool.

Eco Divers operate three boat 

dives a day for divers to explore 

Bunaken Marine Park, a short boat ride 

away.  The purpose built traditional boats 

are spacious and built for maximum 

comfort and safety, carrying a maximum of 

eight guest divers. 

Kima Bajo Resort & Spa 

North Sulawesi is home to the 

beautiful steep coral reef walls of 

Bunaken Marine Park and Lembeh Strait, 

where the term “muck-diving” was born.  

It is a year round diving destination. A 

combination of both areas makes for a 

unique diving holiday.

The aquatic ecosystem of the Bunaken 

Marine Park attracts divers of all 

levels due to its high levels of marine 

biodiversity, warm waters, clear visibility 

and its pristine walls covered in soft 

corals and sponges; home to Barracuda, 

Napoleon Wrasse, Moray Eels and turtles.

Divers interested in the weird and 

wonderful underwater world of muck 

diving head to Lembeh.  This small area 

regularly attracts photographers and 

marine biologists searching for rare 

critters as well as the more “common” 

Pygymy Seahorse and Mimic Octopus. 

South East Sulawesi is home to Wakatobi, 

the second largest marine protected 

area in Indonesia. Positioned at the heart 

of the Indo-Pacific area where marine 

biodiversity is at its greatest, diving is truly 

fantastic. The park encompasses stunning 

pristine coral reefs, white sand beaches 

and an amazing wealth of whales and 

dolphins not to mention the 3,000 species 

of fish.

Sulawesi Diving 

Top Tip for Sulawesi 

All resorts offer fantastic facilities for divers and non-divers, spa enthusiasts and 

snorkellers.  The best way to discover Manado is to spend some time in Bunaken and 

Lembeh Strait.  The choice of resorts is up to you!

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, full 

board, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Kima Bajo Resort & Spa ........................................................................... from £1625

Siladen Resort & Spa................................................................................. from £1955

Tasik Ria Resort & Spa ............................................................................. from £1685
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Owned and manged by Eco Divers, these 

two stylish cottages accommodate six 

guests in comfort and offer great value 

for money in Lembeh.  Elegantly furnished 

and fully air-conditioned, each bedroom 

has an en-suite bathroom.  There’s a cosy 

living room and a dining room serving 

western and local food, and also a camera 

room for photographers.  

Diving is from a custom built 

vessel where you will spend your 

diving days.  Fully equipped for divers, 

including a dive tender to get you to the 

best sites, the boat is limited to twelve 

guests.  The experienced Lembeh guides 

will make sure you get to observe the best 

critter action there is to see.  Nitrox and a 

full photo & video support service is 

available. 

To make the best of your holiday time in 

Sulawesi, we recommend a twin centre 

stay with Kima Bajo Resort & Spa enabling 

you to dive the best of both worlds at an 

incredible price.

Lembeh Cottages 

Located on the sunrise side of the 

peninsula, this intimate resort, known as 

KBR, lies in the heart of the Lembeh Strait 

with its own house reef and access to 

fifty dive sites within 15 minutes from the 

private jetty.  There are three categories 

of sea facing rooms, all built with local 

materials and traditional architecture, 

simultaneously providing international 

standards of comfort and privacy. Facilities 

include a spa, swimming pool and over 

water restaurant.

World famous for underwater 

photography and host to a 

plethora of weird and wonderful creatures, 

diving in the Lembeh Strait is available 

year round. The diving staff offer an 

outstanding service especially when it 

comes to finding the critters in the warm, 

clear water.  Regulations limit the number 

of divers to a maximum of 15 on a site at 

one time, giving you plenty of space and 

time to hone your photography skills or 

start learning.  A full range of PADI courses 

and Nitrox are available.

Kungkungan Bay Resort 

This luxury eco-friendly dive resort is 

where you will experience a level of care, 

comfort and remoteness rarely found 

elsewhere. Gourmet food, a conservation 

program second to none and three staff 

for every guest are other features of this 

beautiful tropical island hideaway. The four 

levels of accommodation are spacious, 

feature their own balcony and internet 

access, and are fully air-conditioned. 

Arrivals are from Bali by a private charter 

flight. Pre-set trip dates are 7, 11, or 12 

nights long.

Here in the Banda Sea you can 

dive or snorkel the world’s most 

pristine reefs whilst participating in the 

protection of the areas tremendously rich 

marine heritage. The expansive house reef 

is open 365 days a year and is considered 

by many to be the most healthy and 

biodiverse in the world. Dive packages 

include three boat dives and unlimited 

shore diving. A full programme of PADI 

courses is available as is advanced Nitrox, 

rebreathers and Trimix.  

Celebrating a special occasion? You are 

invited to upgrade to the VIP program to 

explore Bali or enjoy the luxury of your 

own private dive guide for the duration of 

your stay.

Wakatobi Dive Resort 

Accommodating only ten guests in 

spacious surroundings, both on 

deck and in the masteAccommodating 

only ten guests in spacious surroundings, 

both on deck and in the masterfully 

designed cabins, the Pelagian liveaboard 

permits you to reside in complete luxury, 

enjoying gourmet food, fine wine and 

superb service while enjoying a 

combination of pristine reefs, amazing 

topography and a few days of stunning 

muck diving. This boutique yacht is based 

at Wakatobi and can be combined with a 

stay at the resort, creating a unique 

holiday experience for discerning 

travellers.

Towering pinnacles, steep walls, coral 

gardens, drift dives, caverns, or caves, the 

islands in the Wakatobi region offer them 

all. Itineraries are developed by the skilled 

staff based on seasonal diving conditions 

and guests’ diving preferences. Up to 4 

dives per day are offered and Nitrox is 

available.

Pelagian Yacht 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort or 

on liveaboard, full board, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Kungkungan Bay Resort ......................................................................... from £2085

Wakatobi Dive Resort ............................................................................... from £3045

Pelagian Yacht ............................................................................................. from £3145

Walls, Schools & Critters 

Bunaken Marine Park and Lembeh Strait together, offer a fantastic variety of dive 

sites right in the heart of the best marine biodiversity in the world.  Renowned as 

a photographers paradise this is a journey of discovery exploring the sheer walls 

frequented by schools of pelagic fish and spotting that elusive critter. 

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Depart UK for Manado (via Singapore).  Day 2 Kima Bajo Resort & Spa, 5 nights 

in a Kimez Studio (FB). Three days diving in Bunaken Marine Park (walls & schools).  

Day 7 Transfer to Lembeh Cottages, 3 nights (HB). Two days diving in Lembeh Strait 

(critters).  Day 8 Depart for the UK.  Day 9 Arrive UK 

Departures throughout the year (Friday, Sunday, Tuesday, Thursday)

Cost per person   from £1735

Includes return flights from the UK, 8 nights accommodation, meal plan as indicated, all 

local transfers, 5 days diving with Eco Divers (up to 3 guided boat dives per day plus 1 

night dive if qualified), tanks and weights.
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Located on a beautiful deep lagoon with 

a white sand beach on Kri Island, some 

of the most spectacular dive sites in Raja 

Ampat are easily accessible. Featuring 

Western style comforts in a traditional 

Papuan setting, it is a divers resort with 

special attention to photographers’ needs, 

having camera tables and facilities built 

into each spacious beachfront bungalows. 

Weekly trips are available year round 

departing on a Sunday from Sorong.

Diving at the resort is custom 

made by the experienced dive 

guides each morning, with up to 3 boat 

dives offered daily. Expect to be blown 

away by what you discover and encounter. 

Over 283 different species of fish have 

been recorded in one dive on the house 

reef! Committed to the conservation of the 

area, Papua Diving have built a Research 

and Conservation centre welcoming 

guests to visit and learn about current 

projects in the area.  

Sorido Bay Resort 

This is a must visit for all you intrepid 

explorers, suitable for divers, snorkellers 

and nature lovers. Reminants of a rich 

history of colonisation lie untouched from 

long battles between European nations 

battling to take control of this valuable 

region.  Botanically,  the area (Wallacea) 

is in a zone of transition with animals and 

plants from either side of the Wallace line 

found on land and underwater. 

The resort is built up on the cliffs at the 

entrance to Saparua Bay in the heart of 

the Moluccas, a region famous for its 

spices.  The eleven bungalows are built 

to international standards and either have 

breathtaking views over the Banda Sea or 

a little more privacy in the natural tropical 

gardens. The journey to the resort is on 

pre-set days and is closed in July and 

August each year.

Extra Divers operate the dive 

centre which is CMAS and PADI 

affiliated. Lush coral gardens, sheer walls 

and a myriad of colourful fish await the 

avid diver and snorkeller in this unspoiled 

area with plenty more to discover. For 

those who enjoy their marine life a little 

larger; Eagle Rays, Bumphead Parrotfish, 

Hammerhead Sharks, Manatees and 

Humpback Whales have all been spotted 

locally, some on the house reef! Nitrox is 

available.

Cape Paperu Resort & Spa - 
MalukuThis exclusive private island resort and 

conservation centre is nestled amongst 

uninhabited islands in the south of the 

vast Raja Ampat archipelago. Fringed 

with powder white sand beaches 

protected by stunning clear lagoons and 

abundant reefs, Misool Eco Resort is in 

a remote location and has been built to 

accommodate all of life’s little comforts. 

There are eight deluxe Water Cottages and 

the choice of three luxurious villas all built 

from salvaged driftwood and free-fallen 

timbers collected in the local area. There 

are 24 pre-set departures scheduled 

throughout 2011.

Photographers will appreciate 

easy access to the house reef and 

the chance to capture (on camera!) the 

walking Epaulette Shark.  Other diving 

experiences include a Manta cleaning 

station, Mobula Rays hunting anchovies 

and an abundance of pelagics found 

exploring the 20 world class dive sites all 

within a ten minute boat ride from the 

resort. Nitrox is available.  

To enjoy a trip of a lifetime, combine the 

comfort of this private island with a week 

on the SY Mandarin Siren liveaboard.

Misool Eco Resort 

Raja Ampat is an archipelago of majestic 

islands located in the most easterly 

province of Indonesia, West Papua. 

Believed to be the epi-centre of the Coral 

Triangle, this is the most bio-diverse 

marine region on earth. Relatively 

unexplored until recently, its rich coast 

and marine resources have made it a 

target for economic development. As 

more is discovered about the region, its 

global significance continues to grow. A 

unique and thriving area, with significant 

worldwide importance to conservation 

yet highly threatened; explore, but please 

‘leave only bubbles’ in doing your bit 

supporting sustainable marine tourism.

Exploratory diving is on vertical walls, reef 

flats, slopes, sea mounts, mangroves, in 

lagoons and around pinnacles. Seventy 

five per cent of all known coral species 

can be found here. On these you can 

expect to find an enormous array of macro 

life, over 1,500 species of reef fish (27 

of which are endemic), Manta Rays, five 

species of turtle and Wobbegong sharks. 

The diversity of marine life is so great that 

scientists are still regularly discovering 

new species. 

Untouched landscapes rivalling those of 

the Pacific, combined with world class dive 

sites, make these islands the world’s last 

scuba diving frontier. 

Raja Ampat Diving 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

full board, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Sorido Bay Resort ...................................................................................... from £3265

Misool Eco Resort ...................................................................................... from £3345

Cape Paperu Island Resort .................................................................... from £1935

Both images © Cape Paperu 

© Jones Shimlock

© Sorido Bay Resort

© Misool Eco Resort

Top Tips 

Spend more time here! Enjoy a 

liveaboard trip followed by week on a 

remote island, or discover Raja Ampat.

A
sia / Indonesia
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Mola Mola © Jens Kuhfs

Consistently voted one of the best islands in the world, the beautiful tropical island of Bali is known for its ever smiling 

population, rich and unique cultural history, scenic rice padi fields set in the foothills of perfectly formed volcanoes and its 

underwater paradise. Visitors are spoilt for choice with so many leisure pursuits to choose from including world class golf 

courses, massages on the beach, surf breaks and white water rafting and exploring the fine arts in Ubud. The gateway to 

Komodo, Bali itself has many diverse dive sites offering exceptional diving experiences for all levels of enthusiast. These are 

mainly found in the North with a combination of macro life in protected shallow bays to exhilarating drift diving with larger 

pelagic marine life and of course, there’s the world famous USS Liberty Wreck in Tulamben, home to Bumphead Parrotfish and 

Mola Mola in season (July – November).  
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Indonesia (Bali)

Located in a prime location on the North 

East of Bali, a short distance from the 

famous area of Tulamben, this resort not 

only boasts one of the finest house reefs in 

the world, it also offers exceptional value 

for money for the avid diving enthusiast.  

Set amongst lush tropical gardens on a 

secluded black volcanic  beach, it has 

been carefully designed to convey the 

serenity of a traditional village yet features 

all modern amenities. Accommodation 

choice is an Oceanview Villa or Garden 

Maisonette and, with most of the staff 

having helped develop the peaceful haven, 

you can expect excellent customer service 

and local knowledge.

Seraya Secrets, the house reef is 

notorious for its rich macro life 

and is fast becoming a must visit for divers 

visiting the area. The on-site dive centre is 

PADI affiliated and an excellent place to 

learn as well as base yourself to discover 

twenty of the region’s most popular dive 

sites in a relaxed and safe manner with 

individual attention from highly 

experienced dive staff.

Scuba Seraya Resort 

This is a hidden gem for those ‘in the 

know’, for many years achieving an 

almost cult status with its regular guests. 

A beachfront property on the North East 

coast hidden behind tropical coconut 

plantations with locals as your neighbours, 

Alam Anda is an idyllic resort. Choose from 

the adequately sized Losmen rooms to 

the more luxurious Villa Purnama with its 

own pool and kitchen and state-of- the-art 

amenities. Transfer time from the airport is 

3 hours through the mountains.

Werner Lau dive centre is SSI, 

CMAS and PADI affiliated offering 

a full range of courses from beginner to 

speciality and up to divemaster.  The 

house reef is a designated conservation 

area and is a paradise for underwater 

photographers. Daily boat dives to a large 

variety of sites including Tulamben are 

also available. There is a splendid diversity 

of tropical fauna, numerous shoals of fish, 

turtles and Eagle Rays may be seen. Nitrox 

is complimentary for qualified divers.

Alam Anda Dive Resort & Spa

A boutique dive resort located on the 

beach in the village of Kubu in North 

West Bali with stunning architecture and 

a beautiful tropical setting. In spite of the 

luxury, the mood here remains informal 

and relaxed and the prices are affordable. 

A great range of accommodation choices 

are available as well as a traditional 

Balinese Spa, swimming pool, gym and 

local excursions.

Werner Lau operate the dive 

centre which is SSI, CMAS and 

PADI affiliated. All the popular local dive 

sites are a short boat ride away.  However, 

it’s the stunning house reef that you will 

want to spend your time on, full of 

magnificent hard corals, fans and an 

abundance of colourful fish, rare crabs, 

critters and the occasional shark. Nitrox is 

complimentary for qualified divers.

Siddhartha Dive Resort & Spa 

Overlooking the centuries old rice fields 

of Ubud are 17 large and airy, traditional 

rooms and cottages, surrounded by lush 

gardens. The en-suite outdoor bathrooms 

convey the essence of the tropics. The 

garden restaurant and Wantilan Bar, 

surrounded by fish ponds and plants, 

offers a quiet retreat. Ubud is 250 metres 

above sea level and famed for its tranquil 

surroundings and atmosphere as well as 

its art and culture.

Taman Harum Cottages 

Climate chart for Bali

Bali

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

breakfast, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Scuba Seraya Resort ................................................................................ from £1255

Alam Anda Dive & Spa Resort .............................................................. from £1395

Siddhartha Dive Resort & Spa .............................................................. from £1450

Top Tips 

To ensure you get to experience 

the best of Bali we recommend a 

diving safari which includes the most 

popular dive sites and allows you to 

understand more of the local culture.

Ubud
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This boutique resort features ten 

traditional, spacious one-bedroom 

Balinese villas, set on the hillside 

overlooking the Badung Strait, with 

panoramic views of the East coastline 

of Bali and the magnificent silhouette of 

Mount Agung. Each villa is complete with 

air-conditioning and modern amenities. 

The novel outdoor bathrooms each with 

a hand carved stone ‘egg shell’ bath and 

shower recess, afford complete privacy. 

Muntigs Restaurant and Bar complex. 

adjacent to the fresh water pool, provides 

a relaxing atmosphere to enjoy Indonesian 

and International cuisine. 

Boat diving is operated daily by 

Bali Diving Academy based down 

the beach and in the grounds of the Oka 

Bungalow Guesthouse. Intimate 

knowledge of Nusa Lembongan, Ceningan 

and Penida’s most acclaimed dive sites 

and the regions fickle conditions, will 

ensure you experience the best diving the 

region has to offer on any given day.

Batu Karang Resort & Spa 

Bali and Lombok’s premier diving 

service provider, Bali Diving 

Academy is located at all the main world 

class dive sites. A professionally run 

operation who will help you discover Bali 

and Lombok the way you want. 

Together we can tailor-make your holiday 

to include diving at Tulamben, Nusa 

Lembongan and Gili Trawangan offering 

the best mix of macro and pelagic marine 

life and exploring the beautiful paradise 

islands.

Bali Diving Academy 

Off the northwest coast of Lombok, lie the 

three famous islands of Gili Air, Gili Meno 

and Gili Trawangan. These stunning coral 

islands have long white sandy beaches 

and clear turquoise waters with extensive 

reefs, abundant sea life and the turtles, 

which are so popular with divers and 

snorkellers. They are easily accessible by 

a ten minute boat journey from Lombok or 

two hour fast boat journey from Bali.

Gili Trawangan still retains the charm of an 

idyllic tropical island, with local transport 

being provided by horse and cart or 

bicycle. The beachfront is lined with cafes, 

bars, restaurants, dive schools and quaint 

shops boasting local handicrafts and the 

famous Lombok pearls. Beautiful reef flats 

and expansive reef slopes are teeming 

with life and will excite divers of all levels. 

A very popular diving location with almost 

guaranteed turtle interactions and reef 

shark encounters.

Technical diving from basic Nitrox to 

Advanced Trimix training, Rebreather 

courses and rentals (Buddy Inspiration & 

Evolution), wreck safaris and personal tech 

buddy service is available by request.

Gili Islands Diving 

Finely balancing the comforts of first 

class accommodation with the natural 

beauty that surrounds, this was the first 

international hotel on the magical island 

of Gili Trawangan. The hotel features 

the traditional Lombok style two-storey 

A-frame bungalows that have real 

character. There are several room types 

available including a private villa option 

for those looking for something special. All 

feature modern amenities including air-

conditioning and some with a hammock 

to relax in at your own leisure.  Other 

facilities include a magnificent swimming 

pool, spa, restaurant and beach bar.

 

Bali Diving Academy Trawangan, 

on site, operates daily boat dives 

to all three Gili islands in small groups with 

expert local guides. Offering a relaxed 

diving environment enabling a flexible and 

personalised service, the centre is PADI 

affiliated and also offers diving courses for 

all levels. Characterised by good visibility 

and warm water year round, the ease and 

enjoyment of Trawangan’s diving is a 

magnet for both experienced and novice 

divers alike.

Hotel Vila Ombak 

Up on the hill at the south end of the bay 

you will find Oka Bungalow Guesthouse 

with its five Deluxe and two Lumbung 

Rooms. These simple, clean traditional 

rooms are all en-suite with hot water and 

air-conditioning. With beautiful ocean and 

mountain views you will experience true 

Balinese hospitality. Relax by the pool or 

the gardens after a days diving.

The Bali Diving Academy is based 

beach-front in the grounds of Oka 

Bungalow No7 Guesthouse and have been 

operating in Lembongan since 1991. Their 

high speed purpose built dive boats and 

small group size, plus up to four daily 

departures, allows them to cater to a 

broad range of diver’s needs with ease. 

Early morning departures to Manta Point 

and carefully timed drops on the Mola 

Mola cleaning stations are a seasonal 

highlight. They are the only company to 

date to engage in ongoing Mola Mola 

monitoring along with satellite tagging. A 

full range of PADI courses are available.

Oka Bungalow No 7 

Head off the main island and onto the 

more secluded Nusa Lembongan island 

for some exhilirating drift dives in mild to 

strong currents. Other highlights in the 

area (Lembongan, Penida and Ceningan) 

include crystal clear waters, thriving reefs 

packed with marine life and seasonal 

migrations of Manta Rays and the rare 

Mola Mola. 

Whether it is diving, snorkelling, catching 

a wave, lazing on white sandy beaches, 

observing local culture, fishing with the 

locals, or touring the island with camera in 

hand, the small island of Nusa Lembongan 

offers something for everyone without the 

crowds.

Nusa Lembongan Diving 

Bali Dive Safari 

Explore and discover all that Bali has to offer from its world-class dive sites to the 

rice fields and mountains of Ubud at a relaxed pace enjoying the local hospitality. 

Underwater highlights include the USS Liberty Wreck in Tulamben and Mola Mola in 

Lembongan. Relax with a local massage, white water raft your way down the Agung 

river or observe a local ‘kecak dance’ during your stay in Ubud.

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Depart UK for Bali (via Kuala Lumpur).  Day 2 Alam Anda Dive Resort & Spa, 

6-nights in a Sea View Bungalow (BB). Five days diving.  Day 8 Transfer by road and 

boat to Nusa Lembongan. Oka Bungalow No 7, 5-nights in a Deluxe Double (BB). Four 

days diving.  Day 13 Transfer by boat and road to Ubud. Taman Harum Cottages, 

2-nights in a Standard Double (BB).  Day 15 Transfe to airport and depart for UK.  

Day 16 Land UK .  Departures throughout the year. Cost per person from £1825

Includes return flights from the UK, 13 nights accommodation, breakfast daily, all local 

transfers, 9 days diving (2 guided boat dives per day), tanks and weights.
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The latest and largest addition to 

the Dancer Fleet, operating 

seasonal itineraries to Raja Ampat (Sep 

- Apr) and North Sulawesi (May-Aug), this 

three masted motor schooner features a 

spacious and luxurious interior and high 

end amenities guests have come to 

expect. 

Staterooms are larger than the average 

liveaboard cabin and feature en-suite 

facilities and air-conditioning, with a 39 

square metre ‘Master and Commander 

Suite’ at the stern of the main deck 

featuring a king size bed and separate 

sitting area reminiscent of the ‘captain’s 

quarters’ of the schooners that inspired 

the design. The boat accommodates 18 

adventurous divers.

Charters are 11 nights, offering nine and 

a half days diving with three or four dives 

each day, including night dives. Raja 

Ampat is one of the world’s richest areas 

in terms of marine biodiversity, a truly 

pristine paradise waiting to be discovered. 

North Sulawesi itineraries concentrate on 

critters, and include the Sangihe Islands, 

Bunaken and Lembeh, and the Bangka 

Strait.

Paradise Dancer 

Comprehensive nine night 

itineraries are offered, covering 

the region between Bali and Komodo from 

May to November. She comfortably 

accommodates 15 guests in a variety of 

cabins ranging from the Master State 

Room to Budget Cabins situated below 

deck (all but these have en-suite 

bathrooms). All cabins have TVs to review 

your pictures after an adventurous day of 

diving. 

Up to 28 exciting dives are offered, some 

newly discovered. The experienced and 

professional dive crew cater for divers 

of all levels of certification and with their 

objective of offering you the best, the 

itinerary is subject to a few changes when 

necessary. Nitrox is available. 

From Dec-Apr, Mermaid l heads to the 

Mergui Archipelago. Sister ship, Mermaid ll 

operates seven night itineraries to Komodo 

(May-Oct) and sails to Thailand (Nov-Apr) 

offering great trips to the Similan Islands.

Mermaid l 

The Archipelago Adventurer II is a 

newly constructed luxury Phinisi 

designed to be spacious and relaxing even 

in the most extreme conditions. She 

embarks on voyages across Raja Ampat 

(Jan-Apr) and heads south to Komodo 

(May-Sep) inviting special exploratory trips 

enroute through the Banda Sea. 

This is a liveaboard which not only 

focuses on the diving but also on fine 

dining, attentive service and a comfortable 

personal voyage. All ten of her air-

conditioned, spacious and comfortable 

staterooms have a separate en-suite hot 

water shower. The thick mattress flat beds 

ensure even the most intensive dive cruise 

remains relaxing and comfortable. 

Diving is conducted from custom built 

tenders, which are newly designed with 

the diver in mind. Nitrox is complimentary 

for qualified divers. A well equipped 

luxury boat with two dive decks and a 

magnificent camera room, with plenty of 

space for photographers to edit their days 

work in comfort.

Archipelago Adventurer ll 

A traditionally crafted two masted 

wooden Phinisi, accommodating 

16 guests in comfort, including being 

pampered by a crew of 17! The ten night 

cruises allow guests more diving time in 

the signature areas of Komodo National 

Park and an opportunity to explore the 

Sangeang Islands, renowned for their 

stunning macro life. Trips are scheduled to 

run throughout the year in this arid region 

of Indonesia.

The park is home to more than 1,000 

species of fish, 385 species of reef 

building corals, 70 species of sponges, 10 

dolphin species, six whale species, giant 

sea turtles, dugongs, and various species 

of sharks and rays. The underwater terrain 

ranges from thrilling vertical walls and 

pinnacles to tranquil sandy flats. With up 

to four dives offered each day, divers will 

be busy exploring. Nitrox is available.

Komodo Dancer 

Komodo Diving 

Komodo Island and Marine Park was officially declared a World Heritage Site in 1991 and is one of the largest protected zones 

on the planet. The number and variety of islands, combined with current wave action and wind exposure, result in an incredible 

variety of coastal and marine habitats. Only on these legendary islands do Komodo Dragons, survivors of the prehistoric carnivores that 

thrived in tropical Asia some 100 million years ago, still live and roam freely.  

The best way to experience diving in this area is on a liveaboard, the gateway to get on board is through Bali any time from mid-April 

until the end of October. A 5mm full wetsuit is recommended for some of the colder dive sites on these itineraries.
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Liveaboard Selection Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, accommodation in 

a twin share cabin (nights as indicated), full board, transfers and diving package with 

tanks and weights.

Paradise Dancer - Raja Ampat (11 Nights) ...................................... from £4795

Archipelago Adventurer ll - Raja Ampat (10 Nights) .................... from £4395

KLM Sea Safari Vll - Raja Ampat (11 Nights) .................................. from £4330

Mermaid l - Komodo (9 Nights) ............................................................ from £2700

S/Y Indo Siren - Komodo (10 Nights) ................................................. from £2985

Tambora - Pearls of Borneo (11 Nights) ........................................... from £3895

One of the very few dive vessels in 

Indonesia built according to 

international marine class specifications, 

this Phinisi spans an impressive 54 metres 

in length and is 11 metres wide, providing 

guests with an abundance of space and 

luxury. Dedicated to the Raja Ampat region 

all year round, the schedules are eleven 

nights visiting Indonesia’s last frontier in 

this extensively customised and refitted 

boat suited to long range sailing and scuba 

diving expeditions. Featuring six single 

occupancy cabins as well as a range of 

double/twin cabins above and below deck, 

there’s room for everyone.

Upto four dives a day are on offer and 

all sites are accessed from the tenders. 

Although very relaxing, you will be kept 

busy with the amazing marine life in the 

waters of Seram, Misool, Wayag and Kri. 

Advanced and Speciality PADI courses and 

Nitrox are available. 

Her sister boat, the Cheng Ho, currently 

operates all year in the waters between 

Bali and Komodo, offering the best of both 

diving worlds.

KLM Sea Safari Vll 

A traditional 40 metre long Phinisi, 

handcrafted from ironwood and 

teak.  This luxury addition to the Siren fleet 

spends its time sailing the seas of Raja 

Ampat (Nov-Mar) and Komodo (Apr-Oct). 

The luxurious cabins are flexible and can 

be used as twin or double bedded rooms 

accommodating up to 16 guests on board. 

With designated areas for charging and 

preparation of your camera and video 

equipment, the S/Y Indo Siren truly sets 

out to be the pros choice for underwater 

photography and videography.

Ten night itineraries in two world class 

diving areas offer an unforgettable 

experience both underwater and on board. 

The dive sites in both are varied, with 

an abundance of marine life, and are a 

perfect place to take your first steps in 

underwater photography, with special 

workshop trips and courses available.  

Nitrox is complimentary for qualified divers.

S/Y Indo Siren 

On board the luxurious Tambora, 

enjoy an exhilirating adventure 

cruising throughout the Indonesian 

archipelago, unique in its diversity and 

home to the world’s best dive sites. In 

2011 the boat will visit the islands off 

Borneo (Manta and other large pelagic 

encounters), Sulawesi (world renowned for 

its macro life) and Raja Ampat (inlcuding 

Cenderawasih Bay, unmatched in terms of 

marine biodiversity). Designed and built 

from scratch, the eight spacious cabins 

are en-suite, sound proof and incredibly 

comfortable.

The entire vessel has been engineered 

for a minimum of noise and vibration as 

well as catering specifically for divers. 

An experienced and professional crew 

see to every individual’s needs, offering 

an efficient and convenient service 

throughout your eleven night cruise. Up to 

four dives a day are offered, either from 

the platform or a short dinghy ride away. 

Nitrox is available.

Tambora  

This 24 metre Phinisi joined the 

Siren fleet in 2010 and sails the 

seas of North Sulawesi (Apr-Nov) and Raja 

Ampat (Dec-Apr), where two special trips 

are scheduled for March 2011, 

encompassing a land-based stay at Misool 

Eco Resort. Accommodating only eight 

guests in four cabins (double and/or twin 

occupancy), all with en-suite bathrooms, 

individually controlled air-conditioning and 

mood lighting, this is a truly luxurious 

yacht. 

Upto four dives a day are scheduled 

from a dive tender, leaving ample space 

for equipment on board. Each cabin is 

fitted with an individual computer and 

multiple power sources to facilitate the 

needs of digital photography. Nitrox is 

complimentary for qualified divers.

S/Y Mandarin Siren 

Top Tips 

If you want to take your whole family 

or dive club on a trip to this part of 

the world ask us about chartering a 

fantastic boat, the Cheng Ho, as a 

group.

Manat Ray © Nabucco Island Resort
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Superb golden beaches, lush tropical vegetation, a fascinating cultural mix, mountains and a fabulous underwater world, 

Malaysia is a must for those seeking that special diving destination. One of the richest marine environments in the Indo-Pacific 

Basin, Malaysia boasts the most encounters with unique animals and large pelagics within a single destination. Just below the 

glassy surface, magnificent coral reefs fringe the shoreline in a seemingly unending line. Further out in the deep blue depths 

are some of the larger species such as Groupers, Hammerhead Sharks, Manta Rays, and Barracudas to name a few. The island 

of Borneo is known the world over for its natural wonders, unique cultures, wildlife and diving adventures. Sabah, the second 

largest Malaysian State is home to one of the world’s top dive sites, Sipadan Island, most famous for its turtles. 
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Malaysia

Visiting this small rainforest-covered 

tropical island, rising from a 650 metre 

abyss in the Celebes Sea, with unmatched 

underwater attractions, is a must for 

the committed diver. With the variety 

of pelagics such as Manta and Eagle 

Rays, Scalloped Hammerhead and Whale 

Sharks and the abundance of species on 

offer, seeing 10 turtles in one dive is not 

uncommon, nor is seeing a school of 300 

barracuda. Each dive at Sipadan is a highly 

anticipated event.

The varied marine topography makes it 

an astonishing place to dive, with caves, 

walls, canyons, plateaux and overhangs. 

Green, Hawksbill and Leatherback Turtles 

are regular inhabitants of Sipadan Island, 

coming ashore in season to lay their eggs 

on the island’s pristine beaches. 

Diving is fanatastic all year round with 

visibility ranging from 20 to 60 metres. In 

order to preserve the fragile eco-system, 

guests are no longer able to stay on the 

island itself but can stay on Kapalai and 

Mabul, both of which are a mere 15 minute 

boat ride away.  Alternatively there is always 

the liveaboard option of the Celebes Explorer.

Sipadan Diving 

Overlooking nearby Sipadan, the resort is 

located on the south east side of Mabul 

island. Accommodation is in wooden 

duplex chalets dotted along the white 

sandy beach amongst the ubiqutous palm 

trees. Each room is furnished with twin 

beds, shelving, air-conditioning and an en-

suite bathroom . There is also the option of 

a deluxe detached chalet which is larger 

and closer to the beach with a sea-facing 

verandah. Public buildings include an open 

air pavillion where meals are taken and an 

air-conditioned TV room.

Up to three guided boat dives are 

included in your package each 

day. If you’re diving the waters of Sipadan, 

you will be out for the whole day. The local 

reefs are easily accessible and offer a rich 

macro life diversity, promising practically 

any tropical critter you may want to see, 

and in large numbers too. PADI & TDI 

(Technical) speciality courses are available. 

Particularly popular are the Cavern and 

Cave diving courses allowing you to 

venture further and explore the farther 

reaches of the famous Turtle Tomb and 

Cathedral Caves on Sipadan.

Sipadan Mabul Resort (SMART) 

The resort features fifteen wooden over 

water bungalows each exquisitely furnished 

with contemporary décor, air-conditioning, 

en-suite bathroom, TV and a spacious 

private balcony offering panoramic vistas of 

the surrounding seas. The resort sits next to 

SMART and features a spa. The restaurant 

serves excellent local and international 

cuisine and ensures evenings are social 

when guests finally drag themselves out of 

the water! 

The diving package includes up to 

three guided boat dives a day on 

the islands of Mabul and Kapalai, famous 

for their abundance of macro life. The 

house reef is a fantastic place to hone 

your photography skills. Subject to 

approval, you may get to dive the waters 

of Sipadan offering a complete contrast in 

underwater adventure with its pinnacles 

and rich currents attracting larger 

pelagics. Nitrox is available and the dive 

centre offers NAUI, PADI and TDI courses 

of all levels. 

Mabul Water Bungalows 

Diving at Sipadan is by permit only. 

Currently, the Government-run Sabah 

Park Management controls the issuing 

of entry permits which are limited to 120 

visitors per day. Applications for permits 

are subject to government approval and 

we apply on your behalf at time of booking 

(early booking is recommended). Permits 

cost RM 40 per day and are paid for locally 

upon approval. 

Please note that diving at Sipadan is 

guaranteed on board the Celebes Explorer 

which visits four times a week. The 

permit fee will be added to your invoice. 

Information is correct at time of writing but 

is subject to change without prior notice.

Turtle © John Belchamber  
(Runner up photo competition 2010)
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The Bajau Laut, the world’s only tribe of 

nomadic sea gypsies spend their lives on 

the water. Over the years, some have 

entered a transition from sea nomadic to 

sedentary village life at former major 

anchorage sites such as Mabul. This 

beautiful resort is built over the water, 

based on Bajau architechtural design. Each 

of the 45 cottages has a private sundeck 

and modern amenities, a perfect place to 

relax and unwind after a day spent 

exploring the local reefs.

Diving packages include up to 

three guided boat dives on the 

reefs of Mabul, Kapalai and Sipadan (if 

permit is granted). There is also the option 

to see what’s on your doorstep with 

unlimited diving on the house reef. The 

resort is PADI affiliated. Non-divers can 

snorkel or hire a Molokini Kayak to explore 

the reefs without even getting wet in these 

glass bottomed boats.

Sipadan Water Village 

Once an island, Kapalai has suffered 

dramatically from erosion and now all 

that remains is a sand bar, perched on 

the Ligitan Reefs. Just 15 minutes from 

Sipadan, Kapalai is a total contrast, being 

one of the best ‘muck diving’ areas in the 

world. It is well known for diverse macro 

life, featuring rare subjects from Fire, 

Partner, and Sleeper Gobies, Dragonets, 

Wasp or Leaf Fish, gurnards, sea moths, 

tame Crocodile Fish, Giant Frogfish of 

different colours, eels, rays and more – the 

area is a mecca for macro connoisseurs 

and photographers with an eye for cleverly 

camouflaged oddities.

Kapalai Diving 

One of a handful of liveaboards in 

the region, this is the best way to 

dive the exotic islands of Semporna 

Marine Park and the Celebes Sea. The 

custom built boat accommodates up to 16 

divers in eight cabins with air-conditioning 

and en-suite bathrooms. Furnished with a 

spacious saloon and dive deck, voyage 

durations vary from 3 to 7 nights 

beginning on a Sunday. These can easily 

be combined with any of our wildlife or 

cultural land tours or other resorts making 

for a memorable adventure in Malaysia.

Up to four dives a day are offered, 

except on arrival/departure days. 

Your diving experience will encompass 

world class macro diving in Mabul and 

Kapalai, as well as encounters with large 

pelagics at Sipadan (normally visited four 

times during the week long cruise). It’s a 

perfect choice for photographers and 

explorers alike.

Ask us about our special rates from May-

Jul 2011, get on board!

Celebes Explorer 

Sitting on its sturdy stilts on the shallow 

sandbanks of the Ligitan Reefs, the resort 

is a secluded water village connected 

by wooden walkways offering excellent 

views of the reef and its inhabitants. All 59 

wooden chalets, of which both twin and 

triple are available, offer a private balcony 

boasting spectacular views and are an 

ideal place to relax watching the sunset. 

Each chalet is comfortably furnished and 

equipped with modern facilities.

Diving around Kapalai is easy and 

shallow but very spectacular with 

an amazing variety of macro life, some 

waiting to be classified, living in the sandy 

bottom or on the coral heads. The PADI 

affiliated dive centre offers courses for all 

levels. The diving package includes up to 

three boat dives a day including Kapalai, 

Mabul and Sipadan (subject to permit 

approval). The local reefs are teeming with 

colourful marine life enjoyed by snorkellers 

and divers alike.

Kapalai Dive Resort 

Surrounded by white sands and the 

turquoise waters of the Celebes Sea, 

this resort is on a small atoll surrounded 

by seven islands which are a shelter for 

Green and Hawksbill Turtles. Most of the 

year it’s hot and sunny with refreshing sea 

breezes. Built to offer complete luxury, 

comfort and privacy, the resort is set 

within the lush tropical vegetation offering 

Garden, Beachfront and Water Villas. 

All are air-conditioned with an en-suite 

bathroom and have their own private 

balcony.

Up to three boat dives are offered 

daily to the twenty dive sites on 

the nearby islands. The experienced 

instructors will assist every diver, guiding 

you to the most amazing macro life found 

in abundance in these waters, including 

the resident Mandarin Fish on the house 

reef. Keep an eye on the blue for Eagle 

Rays and Tuna on your drift dives along 

the magnificent walls. A full range of PADI 

courses are available and diving is in small 

groups.

Pom Pom Island Resort 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort or 

on liveaboard, full board, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Sipadan Mabul (SMART) ......................................................................... from £2045

Mabul Water Bungalows ......................................................................... from £2510

Sipadan Water Village............................................................................... from £2085 

Kapalai Dive Resort ................................................................................... from £2180

Celebes Explorer Liveaboard ................................................................ from £2175

Pom Pom Island Resort ........................................................................... from £2295
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Clockwise from left: Blue Ribbon Eel © Neil Bennett, Clown Fish © Neil Bennett, Starfish © Layang Layang

Situated on Mataking, this is an exclusive 

romantic diving resort located 40 mintues 

by boat from Semporna on the mainland. 

A perfect choice for holiday makers, spa 

lovers, honeymooners and divers alike, 

a promised land with majestic treasures. 

Featuring the Jamu Spa, the resort also 

has four categories of traditional room 

to choose from, accommodating guests 

in an elegant and cosy environment with 

modern amenities.

The PADI 5* Dive Resort offers a 

full range of courses and Nitrox is 

available. Up to three boat dives are 

offered each day with divers kept busy 

searching for Orangutan Crabs on the 

walls and keeping an eye out for larger 

pelagics found in the Alice Channel, the 

deep body of water connecting Mataking 

and Sipadan. The main attraction for divers 

and snorkellers are the Green and 

Hawksbill Turtles who are very photogenic 

and seen on most trips. 

Reef Dive Resort 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

full board, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Reef Dive Resort, Mataking ................................................................... from £2095

Lankayan Island Dive Resort ................................................................. from £2330

Layang Layang Island Resort ................................................................ from £2295

Situated in a Marine Protected Area in 

the Sulu Sea, this tiny paradise island is 

serene and tranquil with stretches of white 

sand beach, swaying casuarina pines 

and beautiful sunsets. Accommodation 

is in perfectly appointed seafront chalets 

with direct access to the beach. The most 

famous residents on the island are Green 

and Hawksbill Turtles who nest here 

annually between June and September. 

Transfer from the mainland is from 

Sandakan offering the opportunity to visit 

the Sepilok Orangutan Sanctuary.

The larger marine creatures such 

as Leopard Shark, Sting Ray and 

Giant Grouper have returned to the 

surrounding reefs. The corals are in 

excellent condition and house a fantastic 

variety of macro marine-life and a muck 

diving arena that rivals both Mabul and 

Kapalai Island. Regular sightings of Whale 

Sharks occur between March and May, 

and among the 40 dive sites is the 

‘Lankayan Wreck’, host to a variety of fish 

species from small Glassfish, Harlequin 

Ghost Pipe Fish and Painted Frogfish to 

Giant Grouper. 

Lankayan Island Dive Resort 

Either before or after your diving holiday, 

why not add on a week exploring Sabah 

to discover some of the oldest rainforests 

on Earth, the spectacular towering Mt. 

Kinabalu and the endearing Orangutans. 

All wildlife extensions are tailor-made to 

meet your holiday needs, as some require 

domestic flights. Call us to discuss your 

options. Below are some of the main 

highlights.

 Kinabatangan River  The floodplain of 

this waterway is a low-lying wilderness 

of dense forest and oxbow lakes. Explore 

the area by boat and on foot, when you 

may encounter rare bird-life, Probiscous 

Monkeys and even the wild Asian 

Elephants. Accommodation is at the 

Kinabatangan Riverside Lodge.

 Sepilok Orangutan Sanctuary  Situated at 

the edge of the rainforest, the sanctuary 

is home to a conservation programme 

established to help captive or displaced 

Orangutans to learn to fend for themselves 

in the wild. You will get to explore the 

surrounding rainforest and attend feeding 

time in the morning to learn more about 

the ‘man of the forest’. Accommodation is 

at Sepilok Nature Resort.

Sabah Discovery 

Lying in the South China Sea, 300 

kilometres north-west of Kota Kinabalu, is 

the atoll of Layang Layang (Swallows Reef) 

and the jewel of the Borneo Banks, this 

beautiful island resort. A charmingly rustic 

property, built to resemble a traditional 

longhouse, with all modern conveniences 

offering world class diving on its steep 

walls and kaleidoscopic underwater world. 

Scheduled transfers to the island are by 

private plane four times a week. The resort 

is open annually from March to August.

The ocean floor drops to 2,000 

metres offering regular sightings 

of pelagics, with resident schools of 

Barracuda, Big Eye Trevally and the 

frequently seen Green and Hawksbill 

Turtles. Corals are plentiful and healthy, 

with sea fans more than three metres 

across filtering plankton from passing 

currents. Those seeking the thrill of diving 

with sharks will not be disappointed  as 

schools of Scalloped Hammerhead, Grey 

Reef, Leopard Sharks, and the occasional 

Threshers, and Silver Tip Sharks have all 

been encountered. A PADI affiliated dive 

resort with extremely knowledgable and 

experienced staff. Packages include up to 

three boat dives each day, and with 

visibility of up to 60 metres you’ll hardly 

miss a thing.

Layang Layang Island Resort ”Just to let you know that I’ve 

returned from my holiday in Malaysia, 

organised by you. We had a fantastic 

time and all the arrangements went 

smoothly” - Ron M, Sep 2010.

Proboscis Monkeys
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Sabah Discovery 

A PADI affiliated dive centre offering daily 

boat dives to a variety of local sites, many 

within 30 minutes of the hotel. A full range 

of courses are available, making this a 

great place to learn to dive. Up to three 

boat dives are offered each day so you’ll 

have lunch on board the comfortable 

dive boat accompanied by the local 

experienced instructors who will look 

after your every need, ensuring a safe and 

pleasurable dive experience.

 

The underwater world of Miri is 

now gaining the attention of the 

diving world after the recent discovery of a 

number of untouched coral reefs. There 

are a few wrecks to discover and expect to 

see oil platforms in this productive region. 

The patch reefs vary in depth from 7-30 

metres with visibility up to 30 metres 

(Mar-Sep) and an abundance of 

gorgonians, sea-whips, sponges and 

anemones covering the reefs. Inhabitants 

of these reefs include Angel and Parrot 

Fish, Groupers and Wrasse. More than 40 

species of nudibranch have also been 

recorded. 

Tropical Dives 

This crescent shaped beachfront property 

is conveniently located a short drive from 

Miri town centre where there are plenty 

of restaurants and shops accommodating 

the large expat community. Rooms 

are well appointed and feature all the 

amenities expected in an international 

hotel. Facilities include a swimming pool 

and gym. Internet access is also available 

in this great value for money property, your 

base when diving Miri.

ParkCity Everly Hotel Miri and Mulu Discovery 

Relatively new on the diving map, 

Miri offers an exciting mix of shallow 

reefs, walls, wrecks and a colourful 

artificial reef on an old oil rig. A great 

underwater exploration, followed 

by a visit to the World Heritage 

Site of Mulu Park, most famous 

for its concentration of caves and 

outstanding diversity of flora and 

fauna. The largest passage, cave and 

chamber can be found here. You will 

be in awe at the size of the caves 

and the adventure that this itinerary 

offers.

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Depart UK for Miri (via Kuala 

Lumpur).  Day 2 ParkCity Everly 

Hotel, 5 nights in a standard room 

(HB).  Four days diving exploring Miri.  

Day 7 Fly to Mulu. Afternoon walk 

and tour of Lang and Deer Caves. In 

the evening observe the spectacular 

exodus of bats on their way to distant 

feeding grounds. Overnight at Royal 

Mulu Resort in a standard room (FB). 

Day 8 Depart by longboat to explore 

Wind Cave and a traditional Penan 

Longhouse. continue to Clearwater 

Cave, the largest in the world. Lunch 

at local restaurant and transfer to 

Mulu airport for journey back to UK 

(or extend your stay in Borneo). Day 
9 Arrive UK

Daily departures throughout the year. 

Recommended Mar-Sep.

Cost per person   from £1960

Includes return flights from the UK, 

6 nights accommodation, half board 

meal plan, all local transfers, 4 days 

diving (up to 3 guided boat dives per 

day), tanks and weights.

 Rungus Longhouse  Meet some of 

the Rungus tribe and spend a night 

in a traditional longhouse (basic 

accommodation), allowing you to 

experience and participate in the local 

customs. The longhouse itself is made of 

trees that bring good luck, the roof from 

leaves, the walls from tree bark, the floor 

from small, split tree trunks tightened and 

held together by rattan bark strips and the 

whole construction is on stilts. 

 Poring Hot Spring  Experience a 

remarkable canopy walkway, allowing you 

the opportunity to see the tree-top fauna 

of this lowland rainforest by day or night. 

The area is also the best region in which 

to find the rare and gigantic Rafflesia - the 

world’s largest flower. 

 Climbing Mount Kinabalu  Kinabalu 

National Park is one of amazing 

biodiversity and towering out of the 

mist above the jungle is the mighty 

Mount Kinabalu, 4,101 metres at its 

summit. Ascending the mountain you 

will experience the magic of this tropical 

wilderness; walking between huge 

trees and under a canopy festooned 

with creepers, ferns and orchids. As you 

reach the summit at sunrise you will be 

surrounded by butterflies, endemic birds 

and unsurpassed views.

Wildlife Photography Trips 

Calling all photographers!  Our sister company Wildlife Worldwide has teamed 

up with award winning wildlife photographer Nick Garbutt. Join him in the 

Danum Valley Conservation Area, Borneo for five days observing wildlife such as the 

orangutan and learning more photographic skills. There is an opportunity for both 

beginners and more advanced photographers to join the trips in May 2011. Take the 

opportunity to learn from an expert and then head off to one of the many islands to 

enjoy your diving or vice versa. Ask a member of Dive Worldwide Team for further 

details on these exclusive group tours.

Introducing Sarawak 

The state of Sarawak is Malaysia’s largest 

and, together with Sabah, make up East 

Malaysia on the island of Borneo. It is 

magnificent with its relatively unexplored 

pristine coral reefs, mountainous interiors 

and rich heritage, a true hotpot of 

experiences appreciated by travellers 

from all over the world. The Ibans form the 

major ethnic group but Sarawak is home 

to 28 others, each with its own distinct 

language, culture and lifestyle all living 

harmoniously with each other.

The UNESCO World Heritage Site of Mulu 

is famous for its limestone landscape 

and features the largest cave chamber 

in the world. The rainforest is home to an 

amazing biodiversity of flora and fauna; 

notably Hornbill, wild orchids, rattan, 

pitcher plants and a plethora of life that is 

sometimes heard but rarely seen.

The unexplored reefs off the coast of Miri 

are becoming a popular destination for 

divers to visit due to the very nature that 

until recently most of the dive sites were 

unmapped and lie in shallow warm water 

with amazing colourful reefs and fish life 

to observe. Visibility is at its best from 

Mar-Sep and you can expect to see plenty 

of macro life as well as larger pelagics 

such as grouper, some of which have 

made the WW ll wrecks their home.
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Ornate ghostpipe fish © Rolf Muehlemann

Experience a land of 7,107 beautiful islands with lush rainforests, caves and waterfalls; stunning beaches, pristine reefs 

and a diverse marine eco system, home to some of the finest dive sites in the world. Scientists have likened the huge 

diversity of marine life to that of the most prolific rainforests. Dive with the Dugongs at Dimakya Island, Thresher Sharks 

at Malapascua or snorkel with Whale Sharks in Donsol. For wreck enthusiasts, do not miss the Japanese WW ll vessels in 

Sangat. The underwater diversity is overwhelming and one of the best ways to explore is either by island hopping or by 

one of the liveaboards which offer different itineraries in the North and South depending on the season. Generally, the dry 

season is Dec-Jun although there are plenty of exceptions to the rule in this island nation.
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In the centre of the Sulu Sea lies the 

Tubbataha Reef National Marine Park, 

home to some of the best diving in the 

Philippines and a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site. An amazing variety of marine life is 

found here ranging from colourful reef 

fish, spiny lobsters, immature Manta Rays, 

and turtles in shallow waters to shoals of 

Moorish Idols, jacks and snappers in the 

deep. The sheer walls are covered in huge 

barrel sponges and gorgonian sea fans. 

On patrol nearby, barracuda, tuna and 

Reef Sharks can be seen with Manta Rays 

and Eagle Rays, groupers and sometimes 

Hammerhead Sharks passing by. This area 

is best explored by liveaboard in season 

(Mar-Jun).

Tubbataha Reef 

Also a UNESCO World Heritage Site, this is 

the largest atoll like reef in the Philippines 

consisting of three islands, Apo being the 

most famous. The shallow lagoons 

surrounded by mangroves serve as a source 

of food, a nursery and aspawning ground 

for many coastal and marine species. The 

34 square kilometres of reef also feature 

magnificent drop offs and overhangs with 

resident turtles, barracuda and snapper.  

Visibility of up to 50 metres is common in 

season (Nov-Feb) and divers should keep an 

eye out for Whitetip and Grey Reef Sharks 

cruising by. Coron Bay is firmly on the 

itineraries of the liveaboards that visit the 

area, with twelve wrecks to explore.

Apo Reef 

Top Tips 

To get the best underwater 

experience in the Philippines we 

recommend either an island hopping 

or liveaboard holiday. There are 

several boats to choose from, all 

offering different itineraries 

depending on the season.

Philippines

A traditional 40 metre long Phinisi, 

handcrafted from ironwood and 

teak, this is one of the most spacious 

vessels in the Siren fleet with flexibility on 

bedding arrangements from double to twin 

easily made available. There are 

designated areas for photographers and 

their equipment, a spacious dining area 

and upto 16 guests on each trip. The large 

air-conditioned cabins are furnished with a 

computer, audio-visual entertainment 

system, an en-suite bathroom and luxury 

amenities including hair dryers and 

controlled mood lighting.

The boat explores the Philippines 

throughout the year making the most of 

the outstanding variety available in this 

region at the heart of the Coral Triangle. 

Trips vary in length from 7 to 13 days, with 

some speciality trips scheduled catering 

for photographers and families. Nitrox is 

complimentary for qualified divers.

With a fantastic variety in dive sites, the 

Visayas trips (Jun-Oct) visit the islands of 

Cebu, Cabilao, Panglao, Balicasag, Sumilon 

and Pescador searching for critters and 

large pelagic including sharks.

S/Y Philippine Siren 

Apo Reef, famous for its magnificent drop 

offs and the wrecks of Coron Bay are the 

highlights on the Coron-Boracay trips from 

Nov-Feb.

As well as all the tiny critters to find, 

divers should be on the look-out for Whale 

Sharks on the Southern Leyte voyages 

from Mar – May.

One of the most popular trips is to the 

Tubbataha Reef (May-Jun) only accessible 

by liveaboard. The Marine Park offers 

outstanding universal value in terms of 

marine life species, diversity and richness, 

both on its shallow reefs and sheer walls.
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The island province of Palawan is known 

as the last ecological frontier offering 

remote jungles, rugged scenery, pristine 

beaches, secret coves, underground 

mysteries and some world class diving. 

Jacques Cousteau spoke of the area as 

“the most beautiful place I have ever 

explored”. This is the second largest 

province in the Philippines and is home to 

fringing reefs and coral atolls with a huge 

expanse of marine wilderness waiting to 

be explored.

Diving highlights of this region are Coron 

Island for its wrecks and Tubbataha Reef 

which is explored by liveaboard departing 

from the bustling town of Puerto Princesa. 

Diving here is accessible all year round 

although Oct-May is when the sea is at 

its calmest.

Palawan is a mountainous region with 

plenty of opportunity for trekking and for 

nature lovers to explore the wilderness. 

Due to the nature of the geography and 

the history of the region, the local people 

are interesting and friendly as well as 

being excellent seafarers.

Palawan 

© Philippines Department of Tourism
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Surrounded by towering limestone cliffs, 

majestic coconut palms and tropical 

waters teeming with aquatic life and 

historically important WW ll Japanese 

shipwrecks minutes from your doorstep, 

this is one of the best kept secrets of eco-

conscious paradise seekers and diving 

enthusiasts throughout the world. Situated 

in the Calamian Islands, the most westerly 

in the Philippines, the resort features 

native styled accommodations offering all 

the essentials a westerner would expect in 

a world-class resort. Your stay here will be 

restful, adventure-filled and memorable.

The dive centre is PADI and SDI 

affiliated offering a comprehensive 

range of courses including technical 

diving. The most famous dive sites are the 

WW ll wrecks (penetrations are possible 

for qualified divers) but there are also 

plenty of healthy and colourful reefs to 

explore and for the more advanced and 

adventurous, the geothermal Barracuda 

Lake and Cathedral Cave on Coron Island. 

All are reached by custom made comfortable 

dive boats.  There is something for 

everyone here and diving is possible year 

round in the warm tropical waters.

Sangat Island Dive Resort 

The only resort on Dimakya Island in 

the Palawan province, this resort boasts 

a range of comfortable rooms with a 

choice of a sunrise, sunset or lagoon 

views, all with air-conditioning and full 

amenities. This is a great place to relax 

in a hammock or take part in one of the 

many activities or excursions on offer. 

The island is a turtle nesting site and the 

seagrass seabed nearby is a feeding area 

for Dugong. A great resort for divers and 

non-diving buddies.

The house reef is easily accessed 

and is teeming with marine life 

including giant clams, sponges and a 

multitude of reef fish. The Dugong Dive 

Centre offers daily boat dives to coral reefs 

and one of the best WW ll shipwrecks, the 

Kyokuzon Maru, which is only 30 minutes 

away. Overnight dive safaris to Apo Reef 

and Sangat can be arranged. A full range 

of PADI, SDI and TDI courses are available 

for those wanting to learn or improve their 

diving knowledge and skills.

Club Paradise & Dugong 
Dive Centre 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort or 10 

nights on liveaboard, meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Sangat Island Dive Resort (FB) ............................................................. from £1740

Club Paradise & Dugong Dive Centre (RO) ..................................... from £1955

S/Y Philippine Siren (Visayas) (FB) ...................................................... from £3075

Island Hopping Safari 

This unique exploratory safari of 

the islands of the Visayas region 

is operated by Sea Explorers, who 

run several dive centres in the area. 

Diving some of the best sites in the 

Philippines which include anything 

and everything from macro life 

to larger pelagics, coral reefs to 

immense walls covered in soft and 

hard corals. Transfers between the 

resorts and islands are by outrigger 

boats allowing the opportunity of 

additional dive sites normally passed 

en-route.

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Depart UK for Cebu (via 

Singapore or Manila).  Day 2 Road 

transfer to Kasai Village, Moalboal, 

4 nights (BB).  Day 6 Road and boat 

transfer to Pura Vida Beach Resort, 

Dumaguete, 5 nights (BB).   

Day 11 Boat transfer to Alona Vida 

Beach Resort, Panglao, 5 nights (BB). 

Day 16 Transfer to Cebu Airport and 

depart for the UK.  Day 17 Arrive UK

Departures Daily throughout the year

Cost per person from £1895

Includes return flights from the UK, 

14 nights accommodation, breakfast, 

all local transfers, 12 days diving (24 

dives), tanks and weights.

The above itinerary is a guide only. 

Other islands available include 

Malapascua and Cabilao. Dive 

Worldwide tailor-make holidays to suit 

your requirements.
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Left to right: Whale Shark at Donsol, © Anthony Dixon

Mandarin fish © Rolf Muehlemann

Mantis shrimp © Philippines Dept. of Tourism

Gato cave © Rolf Muehlemann

Swimming with a Whale Shark, locally 

known as ‘Butanding’ is the epitome of 

wildlife encounters - an experience of a 

lifetime, not to be missed! 

The sheer size of the largest fish in the 

ocean will start your adrenalin pumping. 

Located on the southern tip of Luzon 

island, Donsol is the best area for the rare 

opportunity to interact with anywhere 

up to 20 Whale Sharks at any one time. 

These ‘gentle giants’ have been found to 

converge in the waters off Donsol between 

November and June annually.

The whole month of April is dedicated 

to the Whale Shark as a thanks to the 

prosperity they have bought to the local 

community. This is a spectacle with locals 

and visitors participating in a celebration 

culminating in a regatta and maritime 

parade along the Donsol River. On land, 

there is an annual parade with life size 

images on floats accompanied by locals, 

brass bands and festival street dancing. 

Transfer to Donsol is by flight from Manila 

to Legaspi followed by an hour road 

transfer.

Donsol - Whale Shark Capital 

Withdraw to the tranquility of nature on 

an island with crystal blue waters, white 

sand beaches and the shade of hundreds 

of coconut trees. The resort has nine 

beachfront cabanas made from native 

materials with air-conditioning, a private 

bathroom and verandah. This is the perfect 

place to get away from the world, with 

warm Filipino hospitality and genuine 

smiles coupled with some fantastic diving 

you will leave relaxed and as a friend.

The on site dive centre has kept a 

few secrets to itself and offers you 

an amazing choice for such a small island. 

The local reefs are teeming with colourful 

creatures and corals, a relaxing dive in 

such a full and rich ecosystem. One of the 

most popular sites is Manta Bowl, a 

cleaning and feeding station of the 

Oceanic Manta. If that’s not enough, the 

Ticao pass is known for its plankton rich 

water and constant current, offering divers 

the chance to see larger pelagics such as 

Whale Sharks, Thresher, Hammerhead and 

Tiger Sharks. The house reef is a perfect 

aquarium for snorkellers. PADI and SDI 

courses are available.

Ticao Island Resort 

Located on the beach, this resort offers 

one of the most reliable places in the 

world to observe the mysterious and 

largest fish in the world, the Whale Shark. 

With manicured lawns and gardens, it is 

an ideal place to unwind. Accommodation 

is in clean, comfortable, air-conditioned 

and naturally styled rooms, with either 

an ocean or pool view. We recommend a 

short stay here for a chance of a Whale 

Shark encounter and perhaps a trek to Mt 

Mayon, an active volcano, followed by a 

longer stay at Ticao Island Resort.

Elysia Beach Resort Whale Sharks & Mantas 

Donsol is the Whale Shark capital 

of the Philippines, the perfect place 

to snorkel with these gentle giants. 

Ticao Island is relatively undiscovered 

and is a great haven for those who 

want to get away from the world and 

enjoy some relaxing but exhilirating 

diving with the chance to observe 

Manta Rays.

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Depart the UK for Manila via 

Kuala Lumpur.  Day 2 Arrive Manila 

for 1 night (BB).  Day 3 Depart Manila 

for Legaspi.  Elysia Beach Resort, 2 

nights (FB). Whale Shark orientation 

and registration. Two days of Whale 

Shark interaction.  Day 5 Transfer 

to Ticao Island Resort, 5 nights (FB). 

Three days diving.  Day 10 Depart for 

the UK via Manila.  Day 11 Arrive UK.

Departures during Whale Shark 

season (Nov-May)

Cost per person   from £1915

Includes return flights from the UK, 

8 nights accommodation, meal plan 

as indicated, all local transfers, 2 

days Whale Shark interaction, 3 days 

diving (up to 2 guided boat dives per 

day), tanks and weights.  
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No dive trip to the Philippines is complete 

without a visit to the small island of 

Malapascua located about 7 kilometres 

north-east of Cebu.  Surrounded by 

bright white sandy beaches, broken up 

by small rocky outcrops and clear blue 

waters. Tourism is relatively new and there 

are only a handful of resorts and dive 

operators. As there are no cash machines 

on the island, our top tip would be to make 

sure you have enough local pesos on you 

when you visit.

Malapascua is known as one of the best 

shark diving locations in the Philippines. 

Sharks seen here include White-tip, Black-

tip, Bamboo, Nurse, Cat, Hammerhead, 

and the magnificent Thresher Sharks. 

Malapascua’s Monad Shoal is known 

as the only place in the world where 

Threshers can be closely observed on a 

daily basis. Other large pelagics seen on 

Monad include Manta, and Devil Rays, 

whilst an impressive array of Nudibranch, 

Pipefish and Frogfish will keep macro 

photographers happy. September is a 

great month to visit, with Manta Ray 

sightings at their peak and many Thresher 

Sharks in the water.

Malapascua 

This PADI 5* Instructor 

Development Centre (IDC) offers 

exceptional service and safety is 

paramount. A comprehensive range of 

courses are available including the unique 

Thresher Shark Speciality created by the 

owner and written in conjuntion with PADI. 

Daily boat dives on board their traditional 

style ‘banka’ boats are offered to observe 

sharks, mantas and wrecks, hunt for 

critter or enjoy the beautiful colours and 

life on the reef. You’ll need to be up early 

to have the best chance of seeing the 

nocturnal Thresher Sharks who visit 

Monad Shoal cleaning stations each 

morning. Wreck, Nitrox and Technical 

diving are also available. The dive shop 

has a bar and restaurant, Oscar’s, which is 

the main social hub for divers during the 

day and evenings.

Thresher Shark Divers 

A small friendly relaxed eighteen 

roomed resort located on Bounty Beach, 

Malapascua. The shallow water in front 

of the resort is excellent for swimming 

and further along the beach is a coral 

garden with blue staghorn corals and 

home to colourful reef fish offering great 

snorkelling opportunities. Named after the 

seahorse, there are also plenty of these 

commonly found on the local reefs. The 

rooms are set in tropical gardens and 

furnished in a colonial style featuring an 

en-suite bathroom and large verandah. 

The Superior and Deluxe rooms are air-

conditioned. A full service restaurant is 

located on the beach and Magellan’s Bar 

is the perfect place to watch the sun go 

down. Travel time from Cebu is 3-4 hours 

by car and boat.

Next door, Sea Explorers 5* PADI 

Gold Palm Dive Centre is well 

established and features a new classroom 

and equipment room for up to forty divers 

(as of July 2010). Up to four boat dives are 

offered daily by two local outrigger ‘banta’ 

boats and a speedboat. At Monad Shoal 

you’ll have the chance to see Thresher 

Sharks and on the Lighthouse dive site you 

are guaranteed to see a Mandarin Fish or 

Seahorse on the sunset dive or they’ll 

refund your money. A full range of courses 

and Nitrox are available. This resort is 

used in the Sharks & Reef Adventure (see 

page 48).

Hippocampus Beach Resort 

A small comfortable property with four 

independent seafront cottages with a 

double bed and one cottage with six 

rooms sleeping up to three people in each. 

All have been built with local materials 

and feature modern amenities including 

air-conditioning and a spacious private 

verandah. Thresher Shark Divers is a short 

two minute walk along Bounty Beach, yet 

still isolated enough to feel like you’re the 

only ones on the island. 

Tepanee Beach Resort BIG Fish Tour 

If you like your marine life BIG, then 

this tour comes highly recommended 

with a WOW factor! The underwater 

highlights include Manta Rays of 

Ticao, Whale Sharks of Donsol and 

Thresher Sharks of Malapascua. In 

between dives, enjoy the leisurely 

pace and privacy extended to you at 

each resort.

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Depart UK for Manila.  

Day 2 Arrive Manila for 1 night (BB). 

Day 3 Depart Manila for Legaspi. 

Ticao Island Resort, 5 nights (FB). 

Four days diving exploring Ticao 

Island dive sites and chance of Manta 

Ray sightings.  Day 8 Transfer to 

Elysia Beach Resort, 1 night (FB). Two 

Whale Shark interactions.   

Day 9 Depart Legaspi for 

Malapascua. Tepanee Resort, 4 nights 

(FB). Two days diving with chance of 

Thresher Shark sightings.   

Day 13 Depart for the UK.  

Day 14 Arrive UK

Departures throughout the year

Cost per person   from £2,290

Includes return flights from the UK, 

11 nights accommodation, meal 

plan as indicated, all local transfers, 

6 days diving, tanks and weights 

and two Whale Shark interactions 

(snorkelling).
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This central region of tiny islands is 

deservedly famous for their beautiful 

beaches, relaxed lifestyle and stunning 

dive sites, many only minutes from shore. 

Cebu City is the region’s international 

gateway and provides for all connections 

to the most exciting dive spots including 

the main islands of Negros (Dumaguete), 

Cebu (Moalboal) and Bohol (Alona Beach). 

This region can also be enjoyed on a ten 

night liveaboard trip year round.

The Visayas 

Meaning ‘bubbling stream’, Moalboal is a 

small town on Cebu Island, 89 kilometres 

south west of Cebu City. Once a fishing 

village, Panagsama Beach is now a 

popular dive area. With diving possible all 

year round, there are about 25 recognised 

dive sites and many more being 

discovered all the time. 

The range of diving is excellent, with 

vertical walls, a cathedral like cave, 

healthy coral reefs and plenty of macro in 

the way of Pygmy Seahorses, Ghost pipe 

fish and Frogfish to keep everyone happy. 

One of the most famous dive sites is that 

of Panagsama Beach, with diving entry 

and exit from the beach this makes for an 

excellent night dive.

Moalboal 

Located near the fishing village of 

Moalboal, this small resort is suited to 

divers, watersports enthusiasts and nature 

lovers with options to visit the jungle, 

caves, waterfalls and hotsprings available 

to all, whether you’re travelling alone or as 

a family. There are 13 rooms, the Seaview 

being the most popular. All are spacious 

and can accommodate extra beds so 

a family of four can sleep comfortably.  

Air-conditioning and a verandah come 

as standard and WiFi is available in 

the Hotspot area. There are no TVs or 

phones in the rooms but both facilities 

are available on site. The Kasai Rock Bar, 

located on the seafront, is a popular place 

with guests to enjoy a post dive beer and 

watch the world go by.

Considered one of the best diving 

areas in the Philippines, the reefs 

and dive sites offer an abundant 

biodiversity of marine life for divers and 

snorkellers alike to enjoy.  PADI affiliated, 

the dive centre offers daily boat and shore 

dives as well as snorkelling excursions on 

their locally crafted ‘bancas’. Most are 

within minutes of the resort. Find yourself 

on a 70m wall surrounded by shoals of 

fish, exploring an aeroplane wreck, 

discovering a new critter or staring in awe 

at a Whale Shark, this Marine Park is full 

of life and adventure all year round. Nitrox 

is available.

Kasai Village Beach Resort 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort or 

on liveaboard, meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Kasai Village Beach Resort (B) ............................................................. from £1535

M/Y Hans Christian Andersen (Southern Route) (FB) ................. from £1835

A 49 metre, three masted 

schooner, this adventure ship 

accommodates 46 passengers and 20 

crew on week long trips throughout the 

Philippines. She is equipped with 

professional diving facilities and offers 

twelve dives (including one night dive) on 

each trip, whether it’s the Northern 

schedule to Coron Bay, Blue Lagoon, 

Sangat and Apo Reef (Jan-Apr) or the 

Southern, which offers a comprehensive 

journey through the Visayas (Oct-Dec). 

Saturday departures throughout the year.

This is an ideal opportunity for 

divers and non-divers to 

experience some exciting areas of the 

Philippines. Step onto deserted beaches, 

explore isolated island villages and of 

course experience world class snorkelling 

and diving. The atmosphere on board is 

laid back and informal, and the activities 

on the cruise are for active persons of all 

ages. Diving excursions operate in small 

groups (up to six divers per instructor) and 

are planned to accommodate individual 

wishes, depending on your experience. 

The Northern Route takes you south to the 

North Palawan region and Coron Bay, an 

area renowned for its outstanding natural 

beauty. For divers, the highlight of the 

cruise will be the World War II warship 

cemetery at Coron Bay and the world 

famous Apo Reef Natural Reserve. 

The Southern Route commences at Cebu 

and cruises the surrounding islands. For 

divers the highlight of the cruise will 

undoubtedly be the Monad Shoal, an 

underwater island at the edge of a 200 

metre drop-off. The site is famous for its 

magnificent Thresher Sharks.

M/Y Hans Christian Andersen 

Overlooking Moalboal Bay with 

spectacular views of the mountains of 

Cebu and the neighbouring island of 

Negros, all 23 rooms are set amongst 

tropical landscaped gardens. All are air-

conditioned and equipped with modern 

amenities, a private balcony and the 

Deluxe Rooms feature a four-poster bed. 

Relax around the lagoon pool, or have a 

massage between dives. Enjoy your meals 

at the Bay View Restaurant or, for those 

who want a little night life, Panagsama 

Beach is ten minutes away by car. Early 

morning dolphin watching excursions are 

available. Turtle Bay Dive Resort was built 

by a family of avid divers for divers and 

guests who want to enjoy the peace and 

beauty of this island paradise. 

The onsite dive centre is PADI 

affiliated and organises two boat 

dives per day all year round from their 

traditional outrigger ‘banca’ boats to dive 

sites within 30 minutes. There is easy 

access to the house reef for divers and 

snorkellers. Dive sites are varied including 

macro life, walls and drifts with the 

occasional turtle cruising by. 

Photographers are catered for with 

dedicated rinse tanks and plenty of outlets 

for recharging batteries. Nitrox is available.

Turtle Bay Dive Resort 
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Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Atlantis Dumaguete (FB) .......................................................................... from £2155

Coco Grove Beach Resort (B) ............................................................... from £1425
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Known as the ‘City of Gentle People’, 

you’ll be welcomed in Dumaguete with 

open arms and first class hospitality. 

Underwater, you’ll be amazed by the reef 

life and the Dauin area is possibly one of 

the best macro locations around. 

Apo Island is highly rated amongst 

divers for its schooling pelagics, turtles, 

enormous groupers, Napoleon Wrasse, 

Whitetip Sharks and pristine hard corals. 

Siquijor island is a macro photographer’s 

dream, and enthusiastic night divers will 

long remember the unrepeatable marine 

experience. The towering limestone 

landscape is home to adventures including 

climbing and exploring the many caverns 

filled with stalactites and stalagmites, tiny 

waterfalls and pools. 

There are regular flights from Manila to 

Dumaguete City, the hub for this diving 

hotspot.

Dumaguete, Apo Island & 
Siquijor Island A boutique resort, twenty minutes from 

Dumaguete, set in lush tropical gardens 

packed with indigenous plants, trees and 

visited by exotic birds. It’s the people who 

make Atlantis special with their invaluable 

local experience and warm hospitality. 

A choice of accommodations all feature 

air-conditioning, en-suite bathroom, cable 

TV, private patio with hammock to relax 

in whether you are in a family room, 

garden or the exclusive Honeymoon Hut. 

The central pool has its own waterfall and 

there are plenty of treatments to be had 

at the wonderful massage & spa centre. 

Toko’s, the famous beachfront restaurant, 

use locally grown ingredients and evening 

meals are themed throughout the week. 

Excursions include snorkelling, kayaking 

at Twin Lakes, golf, hiking, island hopping 

and whale and dolphin watching at Bais.

The PADI 5* Career Development 

Centre (CDC) and TDI facility 

(Technical Diving) offers the highest 

standard of dive education from beginner 

right through to Instructor level, along with 

first class facilities and world class dive 

guides. A great place for everyone, from 

taking your first breaths in the purpose 

built training pool, to exploring the thirty 

dive sites or developing your skills and/or 

career. There are up to 5 boat dives 

offered each day to the local dive sites 

where you can expect to see Seahorses, 

an abundance of reef fish, Nudibranches 

and Yellow Snapper, and that’s just on the 

house reef. Day trips to Apo Island, 

Balicasag, Siquijor and Sumilon offer 

fantastic wall and drift dives with a 

plethora of marine life to snap away at. 

There are first class photography facilities 

and unlimited Nitrox is available.

Atlantis Dive Resort 

A spacious beachfront resort built for 

divers, located in Dauin, just south of 

Dumaguete, on Negros Island. The 28 

rooms range from a Standard Bungalow, 

built from bamboo and nestled in a 

coconut grove with en-suite bathroom and 

ceiling fan, to a Suite or Family Room with 

sea views, air-conditioning, cable TV and 

en-suite bathroom. The resort features 

a fresh water swimming pool, beach 

restaurant with panoramic views, pool bar 

and a Spa. Wifi is available throughout 

the resort.

The Sea Explorers PADI Career 

Development Centre (CDC) is on 

site offering a full range of diving courses. 

Up to 4 boat dives are offered daily 

throughout the year on the custom built 

fleet of outriggers. Highlights include the 

Masaplod Norte Sanctuary with its big fish 

schools, huge snappers and sweetlips, 

Sting Rays and the chance to meet the 

resident turtles. Other accessible dive sites 

include the macro life at Dauin and the 

walls of Apo Island. Nitrox is available. This 

is one of the resorts on the Island Hopping 

Safari offered by Sea Explorers throughout 

the Visayas.

Pura Vida Beach & Dive Resort 

Located on the charming ‘off the beaten 

track’ island of Siquijor, south of Bohol, the 

journey is by fast ferry from Dumaguete. 

The well maintained resort is nestled in 

tropical gardens, with beach access to 

almost a kilometre of white sandy beach 

surrounded by turquoise water, and offers 

complete relaxation and rejuvenation 

to visiting guests. Accommodation is 

in a range of native style Cottages and 

Villas suitable for couples, families and 

small groups.  All feature air-conditioning 

and a verandah. Facilities include an 

Olympic size pool, two restaurants, two 

bars, games room and a massage and 

reflexology centre.

The PADI affiliated on-site dive 

centre offers up to four boat dives 

daily to the 23 wonderful dive sites of 

Siquijor Island. The house reef is part of 

the vast Tubod Marine Sanctuary 

encompassing coral reef, sandy areas and 

seagrass beds. There are resident 

groupers in the overhangs, schools of 

surgeonfish, sweetlips and snapper and 

hordes of colourful reef fish. Octopus, 

squid and Hawksbill Turtles have also been 

seen here. Day trips to Apo Island can be 

arranged.

Coco Grove Beach Resort 

Top Tips 

Your Diving Career starts here.  Ask us 

about Instructor Development Courses 

(IDC) in the Philippines in 2011.

Atlantis, Dumaguete
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Across the channel from Cebu is the 

beautiful island of Bohol. A tropical haven 

of natural beauty, Bohol’s main attraction, 

apart from its world-famous Chocolate 

Hills (1,268 perfectly cone-shaped hills), 

is its population of Tarsiers, the big-eyed 

insect-eating monkey regarded to be the 

oldest mammal living today. Bohol is also 

known for its pristine sandy beaches and 

great diving attractions.

Alona Beach on Panglao Island, which 

is connected by a causeway to Bohol, 

is the place for divers to stay - peaceful 

beaches and varied diving. With good 

coral gardens near the surface, ideal for 

snorkelling, and steep walls complete with 

caves, overhangs and crevices harbouring 

teeming fish and invertebrate life. Around 

the small offshore islands (including 

Balicasag and Cabilao) are strong currents 

where you can see large schools of fish 

and big pelagic species such as Manta 

Rays and even Whale Sharks (Pamilacan 

Island).

Located to the west of Bohol, the small 

island of Cabilao is renowned for the rich 

biodiversity of marine life found on its 

fringing reef, a haven for snorkellers and 

divers. It’s a great escape, and the island 

can be explored on foot or if you prefer, 

you can listen to the silence and observe 

rare bird species from your hammock. 

Travel to Bohol is either via Manila on a 

domestic flight or Cebu with the fast ferry 

and then onward to Panglao or Cabilao 

Island.

Bohol 

A stylish luxurious resort located on Doljo 

Beach, on the north side of Panglao Island, 

where you can relax and forget about the 

rest of the world. The remote and intimate 

resort features ten spacious, tastefully 

decorated native style suites with a 

bamboo-framed king sized bed and two 

family rooms split into two levels, all with 

air-conditioning and a sea view. Transfer 

is half an hour from Tagbilaran whether 

you arrive by plane or ferry. A retreat 

with discreet but attentive staff, other 

facilities include a swimming pool, spa and 

excursions to Bohol for the Chocolate Hills.

The on-site dive centre caters for 

all your needs. With an accessible 

house reef and two outrigger boats visiting 

local dive sites of Panglao and Balicasag 

islands daily and all year round, you have 

plenty to explore. Underwater marine life is 

prolific and ranges from hard to find 

critters to larger pelagic species on the 

outer walls covered in gorgonians and 

fans. Diving is in small groups ensuring a 

personal service  all at your own pace.

Ananyana Beach Resort 

Located directly on Alona Beach; a small, 

tropical white sandy palm fringed beach. 

Home to a small, welcoming community 

and some world class dive sites, this small 

resort features eight spacious deluxe 

rooms in two-storey buildings. All are 

equipped with air-conditioning, cable TV, 

locally built rattan furniture and a terrace. 

There is a swimming pool and the popular 

Coco Vida Bar and Restaurant serves 

international and local cuisine as well as 

being known for its large variety of exotic 

cocktails. The area is suited to those who 

like a lively buzz around them.

The Sea Explorers PADI 5* Gold 

Palm Dive Centre is on-site, 

offering a comprehensive range of diving 

courses from beginner through to 

technical (DSAT Tec Deep, Trimix and 

Drager Rebreather). The house reef is 

shallow, so is great for training, orientation 

and night dives with plenty of variety of 

soft and hard corals and colourful fish. 

Tawala Sanctuary has an interesting reef 

formation with plenty of schooling jacks 

and barracuda and Arco Point has a swim 

through, a colony of sea snakes and is 

home to schools of glass fish, moray eels 

and frog fish. Experienced divers will enjoy 

a day trip to Pamilacan Island for strong 

current drift dives and the chance to see 

Manta Rays and Whale Sharks. Up to four 

dives a day are offered on local outrigger 

‘banca’ boats. Nitrox is available.

Alona Vida Beach Resort 

This small eco-resort features four double, 

one single and a triple bungalow, all with 

ocean views and in a tranquil tropical 

garden setting on the beachfront. The 

clean spacious bungalows all feature 

en-suite bathrooms, air-conditioning 

and a verandah. The cliff-top restaurant 

offers panoramic ocean views and serves 

delicious local and international cuisine. 

A great place to relax and unwind on the 

exotic white sandy palm fringed beaches. 

The professionally run Sea 

Explorers Dive centre is next door. 

Here you can learn to dive or expand your 

diving knowledge up to divemaster level. 

Up to four boat dives are offered daily in 

local outrigger boats, a common sight for 

divers in this area. Search for the rare 

Pygmy Seahorse on the soft coral fans. 

Swim along walls covered in giant 

gorgonians and sponges, gentle slopes or 

into large caves exploring the local marine 

life. Often seen on the reefs, whether 

you’re pottering or on a thrilling drift dive, 

are schools of barracuda, turtles, frogfish, 

Pyjama Cardinal Fish, Ghost Pipefish, rare 

nudibranch, shrimp, crabs and sharks. 

Nitrox is available. 

Cabilao Beach Club 

Sharks & Reefs Adventure 

Operated by Sea Explorers, this itinerary offers divers the chance to see Thresher 

Sharks in Malapascua and the pristine reefs of Panglao Island, Bohol. A great mix 

of exhilarating diving and a relaxed tempo exploring some world class vibrant reefs 

teeming with marine life.

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Depart the UK for Cebu (via Singapore or Manila).  Day 2 Road and boat 

transfer to Malapascua, 7 nights.  Day 9 Road and boat transfer to Panglao Island, 7 

nights.  Day 16 Transfer to Tagbilaran and depart for the UK.  Day 17 Arrive UK 

Daily departures throughout the year.  Cost per person from £1995

Includes return flights from the UK, 14 nights accommodation in a deluxe room 

(Hippocampus & Alona Vida Beach Resort), breakfast daily, all local transfers, 12 

days diving (24 dives), tanks and weights. The above itinerary is a guide only. Dive 

Worldwide tailor-make holidays to suit your requirements.

The Chocolate Hills, © Philippines  
Deptartment of Tourism
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Some of the most accessible diving 

in the Philippines is to be found in the 

marine park of Puerto Galera. About 112 

kilometres south of Manila, and an easy 

two hours road transfer followed by a one 

hour boat ride brings you to the island 

of Mindoro. Puerto Galera is primarily 

famous for its good beaches and coral 

reefs teaming with marine life. In 1974 

the United Nations declared it a Marine 

Reserve due to the abundance of exotic 

fish species seldom seen elsewhere. 

There are plenty of dive sites to explore 

year round. Inland, the island offers some 

excellent trekking through rivers, rice 

fields, and even up Mt Halcon.  Visits to 

waterfalls, indigenous tribes and pristine 

lakes with prolific wildlife are also 

possible.

Puerto Galera 

Situated on Sabang Beach on the Puerto 

Galera peninsula with its sheltered bays, 

stunning scenery and world class diving, 

the resort is a stones throw from lively 

restaurants and bars. Nevertheless, there 

is a choice of private and comfortable 

accommodation types available. The forty 

en-suite rooms and suites all feature air-

conditioning, cable TV and Wifi, and cater 

for families, friends and honeymooners 

travelling to this prime dive spot. There is 

a swimming pool and the Toko restaurant 

which offers menus that change daily, 

theme nights and has a spacious bar 

area. Whether it’s a sunset cocktail, retail 

therapy or a relaxing massage there is 

always the option to indulge yourself here.

The PADI 5* Career Development 

Centre (CDC) and TDI (Technical) 

facility, offers the highest standard of dive 

education, facilities and dive guides. Up to 

five boat dives are offered daily to the 37 

local dive sites in small groups. Your 

underwater adventure starts here, whether 

you are learning, improving, stepping into 

the world of technical diving, discovering 

how a Dolphin Rebreather works or 

starting your diving career. There is a well 

equipped camera room, purpose built 

training pool and regular marine life 

presentations to facilitate divers.

Underwater, the dive sites are a 

playground for all, whether you’re ambling 

along gazing in amazement at the variety 

of macro life or on a high voltage drift dive 

with schools of larger pelagics. Offering 

shallow dives with prolific reef life, 

channel dives with healthy sponges and 

odd looking critters, the Sabang Wrecks, 

sea grass protecting a plethora of juvenile 

fish species, the spectacular Verde Island 

drop off  and daily technical dives, you will 

be amazed at the diving options on offer 

so close to your doorstep.

Atlantis Puerto Galera 

This 32 meter luxurious mono hull 

liveaboard offers a number of 

seven night scheduled trips throughout the 

year in different areas of the Philippines. 

There are seven deluxe staterooms with 

double and single berths, private 

bathrooms and air-conditioning. Famous 

for the excellent cuisine, other facilities 

onboard include ample room for divers, 

cameras, and plenty of places to sit and 

relax in between dives. Up to five dives are 

offered each day from tenders and Nitrox 

is available. As with any liveaboard, a full 

body wetsuit is recommended to keep you 

warm and comfortable during your 

multiple dives throughout the week long 

trips.

 Trip 1  concentrates on the dive sites 

of Anilao, the birthplace of diving in the 

Philippines. With some of the best diving 

in the country, this is a must for critter 

hunters. Departs on Saturdays   from 

Atlantis Puerto Galera (Nov-Jan) and 

explores over forty dive sites including 

the famous Chicken Feather Island and 

its underwater hot spring with plenty of 

fish life. Keep your eyes peeled for mimic 

octopus, nudibranch, clown fish, squid, 

moray eels, sea fans and gorgonians. Twin 

centre this with a stay at Atlantis Puerto 

Galera.

 Trip 2  sees the boat move to the Visayas 

and specifically the Southern Leyte region 

with departures from Padre Burgos on 

Saturday (Jan–Mar) offering a variety 

of dive sites with abundant marine life 

Atlantis Azores 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort or 

on liveaboard, meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Atlantis Puerto Galera (FB) ..................................................................... from £1855

Altantis Azores Liveaboard (Trip 1-Anilao) (FB) ............................. from £2260

and the chance to encounter some large 

pelagics such as Whale Sharks.

 Trip 3  is when the boat visits the world 

famous Tubbataha Reef departing from 

Puerto Princessa, Palawan, on Saturdays 

(Mar-Jun). The Marine Park is home to 

over 500 species of fish, 350 species of 

coral, 11 species of shark, 12 of dolphins 

and whales, as well as nesting Hawksbill 

and Green Sea Turtles. 

 

Trip 4  is the Visayas Safari, departing from 

Atlantis Dumaguete each Saturday (Jun-

Sep), and encompassing the best dive 

sites including Cabilao, Panglao, Balicasag 

and Siquijor Islands and a fantastic mix 

of macro and larger pelagic marine life 

such as Sting Rays, Turtles and Sharks. 

Twin centre this with a stay at Altantis 

Dumaguete.

For the more adventurous and experienced 

divers there is the chance to join the crew 

on two of their transition trips as they journey 

from place to place. Ask a member of the 

Dive Worldwide Team for further details.

Top Tip 

The Philippines offer some world-

class diving, beautiful beaches 

and plenty of opportunity for other 

activities such as trekking. We 

recommend the popular Island 

Hopping Safari (see page 43) or enjoy 

a week on a liveaboard twinned with 

a stay at a beach resort. 

Atlantis Puerto Galera
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It is not surprising that Thailand is known as the Land of Smiles. It has graceful people, natural beauty, a rich cultural past 

that lives on in temples and historical sites, and stunning tropical beaches and islands. It is this combination which makes 

Thailand such an attractive destination. The West coast offers liveaboard journeys to the Similan and Surin islands as well 

as day trips to well known dive sites in the Andaman Sea, where diving conditions are at their best from Nov-Apr. The East 

coast islands in the Gulf of Thailand are more sheltered from major ocean currents and conditions are best from May-Aug. 

Towering pinnacles and colourful reefs attract a myriad of marine life, and this area offers great value for money especially 

for those wanting to learn to dive.
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Thailand (Bangkok)

Thailand’s largest island is essentially 

21km of coastline fringed with white 

sandy beaches and quiet coves with a 

backdrop of lush green hills, coconut 

groves and rubber plantations. Previously 

a trading route betwe en India and China 

for its tin and rubber, the island has a 

bountiful history as well as unique local 

customs, handicrafts and temples. With 

superb tourism facilities, the most popular 

beaches are Patong, Karon and Kata 

offering bustling bars, restaurants and 

affordable shopping for all.

Within easy reach are some of Thailand’s 

most outstanding dive sites, with excellent 

opportunities to spot Leopard Sharks 

amidst a kaleidoscope of marine life, 

where Manta Rays often grace divers with 

their presence, and there is an abundance 

of colourful soft corals, sea fans and 

anemones. Dive sites can take some time 

to get to, so expect to be out most of the 

day when diving.

Phuket

West Coast

A stunning group of nine islands, the 

Similan Islands are famously one of the 

top dive destinations in the world. The 

beautiful Surin Marine National Park 

consists of five granite islands covered 

in lush forest with idyllic beaches and 

beautifully clear water. Immerse yourself in 

thriving reefs, lush corals, impressive sea 

fans and an incredible variety of marine 

life including large pelagics such as Manta 

Rays and Whale Sharks. Gigantic boulders, 

above and below the water line create 

awesome underwater scenery and exciting 

swim throughs. 

Although some sites can be reached 

from resorts in Koh Lak, it is best to visit 

this region by liveaboard (see page 52) 

to ensure a visit to Richelieu Rock, most 

famous for sightings of Whale Sharks 

and Manta Rays. This submerged rock 

is surrounded by a series of underwater 

pinnacles covered in corals and sea 

fans and is incredibly rich in marine life, 

making this a spectacular wall dive. 

Similan & Surin Islands 

Similan & Surin Islands

These sister islands are situated to the 

South of Phuket and offer year round diving. 

Racha Yai is surrounded by beautiful hard 

corals and reef fish on sloping walls down 

to 30 metres with mild currents, a perfect 

place to learn to scuba dive or for a certified 

diver to take the plunge at a more leisurely 

pace. Dive sites are close by. 

In contrast, Racha Noi is rich with soft 

corals, and larger pelagics such as Manta 

Rays are more likely to be spotted here. 

Strong currents during the full and new 

moons make it impossible to dive at these 

times. Dive sites are further away, some up 

to an hour by boat.

Racha Yai & Racha Noi 

Racha Yai & Racha Noi

Thailand

Climate chart for Bangkok

Discover Thailand 

For some, a holiday to Thailand is not 

complete without a few days exploring 

Bangkok or trekking in Chiang Mai. 

For others, the chance to visit Angkor 

Wat is a big draw and many prefer to 

simply relax on the beach.

If you are looking to discover more of 

Thailand or the region please let us 

know so we can discuss your options 

and tailor-make the holiday you are 

looking for.

The most popular options include

Exploring Bangkok with its temples, 

river markets and shopping malls. 

Trekking in Chiang Mai on foot or 

by elephant. Also famous for its night 

market. 

Visiting the ancient steep steps of 
Angkor Wat in Cambodia

Discuss your options with a member 

of the Dive Worldwide Team to help 

tailor-make your perfect holiday.

© Phil North
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Located in the tranquil south east of 

Phuket, the resort is a short walk to 

Chalong Pier where the dive boats depart. 

Set amongst tropical flora and fauna, 

the secluded resort offers comfortably 

furnished rooms with air-conditioning, 

en-suite bathroom, cable TV, WiFi and a 

separate drying room for dive equipment. 

There is a hammock on every terrace and 

all rooms overlook the peaceful pool with 

its massage jets and waterfall. The small 

restaurant offers Thai and International 

favourites and is a general meeting hub 

for guests.  

Sea Bees Dive Centre is a short 

walk down the road. Modern 

facilities include a multi-media 

air-conditioned classroom and training 

pool. From here you can dive famous sites 

such as Shark Point, a marine sanctuary 

with reefs covered densly in anemones, 

soft corals and sponges as well as the 

chance to spot Leopard Sharks which are 

often seen here. King Cruiser Wreck is an 

exploratory dive, home to plenty of fish 

and crabs. Also visited are Racha Yai and 

Noi and a super Sunday trip to the 

impressive limestone Phi Phi Islands which 

includes Shark Point and optional Koh Doc 

Mai night dive. All dive trips include 

breakfast and lunch as you will be out all 

day. Dive sites average a depth of 18-30 

metres at an easy to medium experience 

level. A great mix of marine life can be 

observed from colourful tropical fish to 

Manta Rays. Nitrox is available.

Palm Garden Resort 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Palm Garden Resort, Phuket (B) .......................................................... from £1455

Anantara Si Kao Resort & Spa (B) ....................................................... from £1695

’Off the beaten track’ and perhaps 

Thailand as it ‘used to be’, this luxurious 

resort is an hour south of Krabi airport in 

the district of Si Kao. A well kept secret, 

the resort sits on a private beach with 

flowering gardens, environmentally 

sensitive landscaping and romantic sea 

and mountain views from the guest 

rooms and suites. Indulge in a full range 

of activities or pamper yourself at the 

renowned Anantara Spa. A range of 

accommodation with contemporary Thai 

inspired interiors is available, all with 

modern amenities and facilities expected 

from an international 5* hotel. Great for 

families, romantics and holidaymakers 

alike; activities and excursions include 

Thai cooking classes, Kids Club, Dugong 

and Wildlife tours, cycling and a wide 

range of watersports.

Sea Bees PADI affiliated Dive 

Centre is based at the resort and 

offers modern facilities and equipment. 

The purpose built speedboat ensures that 

divers are comfortable even when visiting 

the distant dive sites such as Hin Daeng 

and Muang, all reached within an hour. 

Traditional longtail boats are also used for 

local dive sites. Relatively unexplored dive 

sites range from local busy coral reefs 

with Tiger-Tail Seahorses and countless 

Nudibranchs to stunning caverns, swim 

throughs and hard coral gardens with 

sightings of schools of barracuda, jacks, 

rays and sharks not uncommon at Hin 

Daeng and Muang.

Anantara Si Kao Resort & Spa 

The resort is located on the beautiful 

tropical island of Racha Yai, a 35 minute 

speed boat ride south of Chalong 

Bay. A private property with a friendly 

atmosphere, the 48 rooms are clean and 

comfortable, all with en-suite bathrooms 

and cable TV. Superior rooms have electric 

fans whilst the higher end rooms also have 

air-conditioning. The infinity swimming 

pool overlooks the Andaman Sea. The Ban 

Raya Restaurant offers sumptuous Thai 

and International cuisine and the beach 

is no more than two minutes walk from 

the resort. 

The best coral reefs are on your 

doorstep in Kon Kare Bay where 

there are two beaches suitable for either 

swimming, snorkelling or diving.  Up to 

three boat dives are offered around the 

island each day, all a maximum of 15 

minutes away by boat (Rib). The on-site 

dive centre offers non-crowded and 

relaxed diving excursions for experienced 

divers and easy conditions for those who 

are looking to learn. The local fringing 

reefs are bustling with marine life 

including octopus, cuttlefish,   pufferfish, 

trumpetfish and also blue spotted rays. 

Keep an eye out for the Titan Trigger Fish 

though!

 

Ban Raya Resort West Coast Explorer 

This itinerary lets you explore the 

most famous dive sites of Thailand, 

both from the convenience of a 

liveaboard and the comfort of a dive 

resort, where you can relax in tropical 

surroundings. Dive sites include the 

Similan Islands, Richelieu Rock, 

Shark Point, King Cruiser Wreck and 

the Phi Phi Islands; the Best of 

Thailand.

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Depart UK for Phuket (via 

Kuala Lumpur).  Day 2 Transfer to 

Marco Polo liveaboard (FB), 6 nights.  

Day 8 Return to Phuket and transfer 

to Palm Garden Resort (RO), 7 nights.  

Day 15 Transfer to Phuket Airport, 

depart for the UK.  Day 16 Arrive UK

Monday departures from Nov-Apr 

throughout the year

Cost per person from £2495

Includes return flights from the UK, 

13 nights twin share accommodation, 

meal plan as indicated, all local 

transfers, 22 dives on liveaboard, 10 

dives from resort, tanks and weights.

The above itinerary is a guide only. 

Dive Worldwide tailor-make holidays 

to suit your requirements.

Racha YaiPhuket Pak Meng

Top Tip 

Dive the Similan Islands Marine 

Park from the mainland. The award 

winning Sea Bees Dive Centre in 

Khao Lak offers daily boat diving to 

these amazing islands, famous for 

their healthy reefs, Whale Shark and 

Manta Ray encounters.

Top Tip 

New resort, old prices. This season 

offers great value for money at 

Anantara Si Kao. Book now!
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This liveaboard, operated by Sea 

Bees, departs Phuket on a Tuesday 

evening (Nov-Apr) for a six night safari to 

the Similan Islands including Koh Bon, Koh 

Tachai and the famous Richelieu Rock.

There are seven cabins, two with 

air-conditioning, a double and a single 

bunk, the third, the honeymoon cabin, is 

furnished with a king size bed. The other 

four cabins offer twin bunks and there are 

two shower cabins, three toilets and two 

outdoor showers. All cabins are designed 

to open onto the outer deck allowing 

the full benefit of the cool sea breeze. 

International and Thai cuisine is served on 

board. There is a spacious shady dive deck 

and party deck where you can relax with 

friends in the shade sharing your diving 

experiences, or show off your photos and 

videos in the comfortable Salon.

Access to the dive sites is from the stern 

with two ladders offering easy access in 

and out of the water. On each trip there 

are 22 scheduled dives including night 

dives. Dive sites in this area offer visibility 

of up to 30 metres and are characterised 

by gigantic boulders above and below the 

water line. Expect to see plenty of thriving 

coral reefs and a whole spectrum of 

marine life including clown fish, barracuda, 

Nurse Sharks, moray eels, turtles, Shovel 

Nose Rays, Lion Fish and keep an eye out 

for Leopard Shark, Manta Rays and Whale 

Sharks. Nitrox is available.

Marco Polo 

This 34 metre luxury Phinisi style 

yacht is the flag ship of the Siren 

fleet. Complete with seven sails and 

accommodating a maximum of 16 guests, 

there is an abundance of space on board 

the 10 night ‘Best of Thailand’ trips which 

depart from Chalong Bay. An overnight 

stay in a hotel is recommended before you 

board. The boat schedule runs Nov-Apr in 

Thailand annually. 

Facilities include a spacious leisure deck, 

air-conditioned saloon, cocktail bar with 

a TV and computer server supporting 

the inter-cabin network. Eight large 

air-conditioned cabins are equipped with 

a computer, audio-visual entertainment 

system, en-suite bathrooms and luxurious 

amenities. Two cabins have three single 

beds, the others sleep two, either as a 

double or twin bed layout apart from the 

bow cabin which features an additional 

single bed, ideal for families. 

Up to four dives are offered each day 

from the accompanying Zodiac boats. Not 

only does this trip offer an abundance of 

colourful corals and an enormous variety 

of fish, but it is  renowned for Manta Ray 

and Whale Shark encounters as it visits 

the top seven sites famous for sightings 

of these magnificent  species. Visiting the 

Similan and Surin Islands for longer than 

most other liveaboards, you will get to 

experience the best that Thailand has to 

offer. Nitrox is complimentary for qualified 

divers.

During Feb-Apr the yacht moves to sail 

around the fabulous Andaman Islands 

and will start operating in the Maldives 

in Jul 2011. The 2011/12 season sees 

the introduction of the S/Y Oriental Siren 

which continues the ‘Best of Thailand’ 

trips.

S/Y Siren 

This 32 metre motor yacht departs 

Patong for a 4 night cruise to the 

Similan Islands each Monday, returning to 

Phuket on a Friday to drop off or collect 

more divers to experience a 3 night cruise 

to Hin Daeng, Muang and the Phi Phi 

Islands. Most divers want to experience 

the best of both, so remain on board for 

the full duration. The Andaman Safari 

offers 22 dives in total (14 in the 

Similans/8 at Hin Deang). 

On board, 16 guests are accommodated 

in 8 deluxe comfortable cabins on the 

main deck, with large panoramic sea view 

windows. These cabins are air-conditioned 

with twin or double beds, and have en-

suite bathrooms. There is an additional 

budget cabin with twin bunks below 

deck, with air-conditioning and a shared 

bathroom. The huge dive deck at the stern 

has fresh water showers and two ladders 

for entry to, and exits from, the sea. Inside, 

there is plenty of room for all to enjoy the 

sumptuous cuisine or relax watching a 

DVD in the saloon.

Mermaid ll 

Divers of all levels are welcomed on board 

and it’s a great starting point for your first 

liveaboard adventure or for those who 

can’t stomach a week at sea. The Similans 

provide magnificent diving topography 

and boast the richest variety of reef fish 

in Thailand, while Richelieu Rock is one 

of the world’s best locations for spotting 

Whale Sharks. On the Southern route 

to Hin Daeng you’ll encounter harmless 

Leopard Sharks, swim throughs and 

canyons filled with lobsters and Hawksbill 

turtles, as well as the chance to catch a 

glimpse of schools of barracuda and tuna. 

Nitrox is available.

The Mermaid vessels operate year round, 

taking advantage of the different ‘high 

seasons’ throughout South East Asia. 

Whilst the Mermaid ll sails the Andaman 

Sea (Nov-May), its sister ship, the Mermaid 

l heads up to the Mergui Archipelago 

incorporating a number of dives in the 

Similan Islands during its cruise. 

Liveaboard Selection Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, accommodation in 

a twin share cabin (nights as indicated), full board, transfers and diving package with 

tanks and weights.

Marco Polo (6 nights) ................................................................................ from £1875

S/Y Siren (10 nights) .................................................................................. from £2720

Mermaid ll (7 nights) .................................................................................. from £1860
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The on-site dive centre has a 

vibrant, dynamic and passionate 

team. Highly motivated and experienced, 

they look forward to your visit, whether it’s 

to make your first bubbles or get dive 

1,000 under your belt. The PADI affiliated 

and Project AWARE centre offers a full 

range of courses in a number of languages 

for children and adults up to divemaster 

level. Several Summer Camp weeks are 

scheduled over the holidays so the whole 

family can enjoy the underwater world at 

their own pace. Brand new equipment is 

always available to rent.

Although there is a house reef, which is an 

aquarium for snorkellers and those who 

enjoy their dives at night, most dives are 

by boat and require an early morning start 

to get you to the best sites around Koh 

Tao. Breakfast and lunch are provided on 

board. There are plenty of spectacular dive 

sites featuring prolific marine fish life on 

coral reefs, swim throughs, caves, tunnels, 

schools of jacks, fusiliers, clown fish, 

turtles, grouper, sharks, sea snakes and 

Whale Sharks. 

Infinity Diving-Samui

This idyllic 4* property is set in beautiful 

tropical gardens in the south of Koh 

Samui, with the private Natien beach on 

your doorstep, perfect for those looking 

for relaxation. There is a wide choice of 

accommodation cascading down a gentle 

hillside to the beach. The property features 

a lot of steps connecting the rooms, 

restaurants and facilities. Relax in one of 

the 100 exotic Thai-style villas each with 

a picturesque view of the exotic gardens, 

pool or sea from your private furnished 

balcony. 

All rooms are equipped with satellite TV, 

air-conditioning, en-suite bathrooms and 

modern day comforts. Other facilities 

include (at a glance) a Butterfly Garden, 

Bee House, restaurant, beach BBQ and 

cocktail bar, three swimming pools, a spa, 

shuttle bus to Chaweng beach (30 minutes 

drive to the most popular area on the 

island with bustling bars, restaurants and 

night life), long tail boats for snorkelling 

excursions and a children’s playground.

Centara Villas Samui 

Images © Thailand Tourist Board,

© Phil North

© Phil North
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Located on Sairee Beach, nestled amongst 

coconut palms and tropical flowers, there 

is a range of accommodation, from cosy 

Thai style wooden bungalows situated 

in the tropical gardens to air-conditioned 

Deluxe Beach Bungalows. All rooms are 

en-suite with a private terrace. There is a 

beach side restaurant that serves a wide 

range of meals throughout the day and 

it’s the ideal spot to sit back and enjoy a 

magical sunset whilst sipping a cocktail.

Seashell Divers, a PADI 5* Gold 

Palm Resort are under European 

management. The highly experienced, 

multilingual crew pride themselves on high 

standards of safety with professional, 

personal and friendly service. Only 

working in small groups, they are able to 

offer unique opportunities to do ‘drop-off’, 

deep and night dives; even sunrise shark 

dives if you’re up for it! Safety is 

paramount and all their branded 

equipment is maintained to a high 

standard.

Seashell Beach Resort, 
Koh Tao

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

breakfast, transfers and a dive package with tanks and weights.  

Centara Villas, Samui ................................................................................ from £1830

Seashell Beach Resort ............................................................................. from £1525

Top Tip 

The whole family can enjoy an 

adventure in Thailand with the Infinity 

Diving Summer Scuba Camps for 

children 8-18yrs old (Jul-Aug).

Lying 80 kilometres east of mainland 

southern Thailand, amongst the 

innumerable smaller islands of the 

Angthong Archipelago and the Angthong 

Marine National Park, the beautiful tropical 

island of Koh Samui is the largest and 

most populated of the islands in the Gulf 

of Thailand. The island has plenty of 

accommodation to suit all tastes, from 

budget to fabulous beach bungalows. Koh 

Tao lies slightly to the north, a smaller 

island and a haven for scuba divers. 

Both offer great value for money and the 

best time to visit is May to October, the 

opposite of the Andaman Sea on the west 

coast.

The diving around Koh Samui and 

Koh Tao is diverse and plentiful 

with a considerable number of dive sites 

to suit both beginners and experienced 

divers alike. Generally, the diving is 

centered around the reefs in the marine 

park around Koh Tao which support large 

numbers of fish, and sightings of pelagics 

such as barracuda and jacks are not 

uncommon. The two best dive sites are the 

majestic granite pinnacles of Sail Rock, 

famous for enormous schools of Trevally 

and its chimney – a swim through entered 

at 20 metres with a choice of two shallow 

exits and Chumphon, famous for its Grey 

Reef Sharks and Whale Sharks.

Away from the underwater world, Koh 

Samui has plenty of activities on offer 

including elephant trekking, canopy tours, 

Thai cookery lessons and a golf course.

East Coast Diving 

Koh Samui/Koh Tao

© Tara North
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Christmas Island is a tiny island in the vast Indian Ocean, an outpost of Australia on the fringes of Asia, yet just a two 

hour flight from Kuala Lumpur. Shallow waters with fringing reef surround the island, before plunging dramatically into 

the depths of the Java Trench, the Indian Ocean’s deepest point!  It has a unique natural topography and is of immense 

interest to scientists and naturalists due to the number of species of endemic flora and fauna which have evolved, and 

is often referred to as the ‘Galapagos of the Indian Ocean’. Each year at the beginning of the wet season (Oct-Nov), an 

estimated 43 million red crabs begin a spectacular migration from the forest to the coast to breed and release their eggs 

into the sea, with baby crabs returning approximately one month later.
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Christmas Island

There are two small diving operators on 

the island who both work together to 

accommodate diving guests. It is essential 

to pre-book your dive package so they can 

manage numbers more efficiently. 

With over forty dive sites to explore, the 

variety of diving available is unusual on 

such a small island. The majority of these 

are gentle drift dives and a regular feature 

of any boat trip is the arrival of Spinner 

Dolphins that love to play and perform to 

any audience. There are also caves and 

WW ll wrecks to explore. 

Diving Christmas Island 

Located on a cliff with uninterrupted 

views of the vast Indian Ocean, this small 

comfortable hotel is a popular choice 

amongst divers as it is centrally located 

and a short stroll to the shops and the 

Golden Bosun Tavern! The accommodation 

options include standard and ocean view 

rooms all with air-conditioning, TV, en-

suite bathroom, small fridge, microwave, 

tea and coffee facilities, toaster and 

hair dryer. On site there is a swimming 

pool, BBQ facilities, shared use of a fully 

equipped kitchen and laundry facilities are 

close by at its sister property, VQ3 Lodge. 

Other properties are available and will be 

offered depending on availabiltiy at time 

of booking.

Two boat dives per day are offered 

by Wet ‘n’ Dry or CI Divers, taking 

you to the full range of dive sites around 

the island and within the Marine Park. The 

local operators pride themselves on their 

personalised customer service and 

exceptional scuba diving trips. They strive 

to ensure your enjoyment and safety and 

will endeavour to do their utmost to find 

most creatures on a divers wish list. 

The Sunset 

Christmas Island 
& Cocos (Keeling) Islands

Climate chart for Christmas Island

Visibility often reaches 50 metres allowing 

divers the opportunity to admire the 

magnificent drop offs and fan corals. 

The deep waters attract many large 

pelagics including tuna, trevally, sharks 

and Maori Wrasse. The seemingly endless 

spectacular walls start close to the 

shoreline and are packed with a myriad of 

tropical fish and pristine corals, all living in 

the crystal clear warm water.

Visitors during the wet season (Nov-Mar) 

include Whale Sharks and Manta Rays, 

whilst the dry season (Apr-Oct) provides 

divers with the best visibility and calm seas.

”If you’re looking for consistently 

great diving away from the crowds, 

where you can really slow down and 

relax, where you quickly feel you’re 

among friends and where you can 

also experience one of the world’s 

great animal migrations, you’ll find 

Christmas Island to your liking. It 

packs a big punch for such a small 

island.” - John B, Nov 2010

East Coast Anemones © Justin Gilligan
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The Cocos (Keeling) Islands are made 

up of a combination of 27 small islands, 

forming a U shaped coral atoll located 

2,700 kilometres north west of Perth in the 

Indian Ocean, with the nearest neighbour 

being Christmas Island, 900 kilometres 

away to the east. There are only two 

inhabited islands, with all accommodation 

properties, shops and the airport located 

on West Island. Step back in time as the 

old and the new mix in gentle quietness. 

Apart from a few new buildings, the 

islands look as they did hundreds of years 

ago, quiet, relaxing and beautiful. Unwind 

on the various secluded islands within the 

atoll or immerse yourself in the culture 

and history.

Adventure seekers will enjoy windsurfing 

and kite-surfing which are popular in the 

waist deep tropical waters of the lagoon 

with a continuous breeze during the south-

east trade wind season. The lagoon is also 

home to Kat, the lone dugong and local 

dolphins. Surfers will enjoy the secluded 

left hand breaks at the Surf Shack or The 

Spot. The SMS Emden WW l shipwreck 

awaits the adventurous diver on North 

Keeling Island.

Wildlife enthusiasts will enjoy the hidden 

inner lake which offers bird lovers and 

ecologists the opportunity to view many 

species of flora and fauna, while the 

protected National Park on North Keeling 

Island is home to many bird species 

including the endemic Cocos Buff Banded 

Rail.

Cocos (Keeling) Islands 

One of the most unique dive locations on 

the planet, with more than 30 dive sites to 

visit, and visibility often in excess of 25 

metres. The crystal clear warm waters are 

home to spectacular corals and plentiful 

marine life, over 100 different coral species 

including forests of delicate gorgonian fans 

and the beautiful soft leather plate corals. 

For more scary action, try out Shark Alley or 

Manta Ray Corner; their names speak for 

themselves! There is an amazing array of 

marine life including barracuda, turtles, 

various shark species, dolphins, Manta 

Rays, Dogtooth and Yellowfin Tuna, sailfish, 

butterfly fish and the rare Ornate Angelfish. 

With only 16 divers allowed in the water at 

any one time, dive sites will be crowd free!

Three notable dive sites are:

 Cabbage Patch  is home to thousands of 

anthias and chromis hovering just above the 

green and gold cabbage shaped coral.

 Two Caves  is home to a wreck housing 

schooling Bat Fish, with regular visits from 

Kat the dugong, Manta Rays and sharks and 

two small caves just over the drop off 

where sleeping White Tip Reef Sharks are 

often seen.

 Garden of Eden  has forests of Gorgonian 

Fans and plenty of larger pelagics cruising 

by. Expect to see sharks, tuna, barracuda 

and Big Eye Trevally.

Diving Cocos (Keeling) 

Ten self contained bungalows are set in a 

landscaped garden and are centrally 

located a short walk from the shops, local 

restaurant and club. The bungalows are 

air-conditioned and come equipped with a 

full size fridge, microwave, electric frying 

pan, toaster, TV, tea and coffee making 

facilities and outdoor seating on the 

verandah. Coin operated washing machines 

are on site, as are communal outdoor 

entertaining areas with shade. Located a 

short walk from the shops there are a 

couple of local restaurants that provide 

authentic Malaysian cuisine or simple 

western meals at the Tropika Restaurant. 

The resident managers are able to assist 

with all your local needs. Other properties 

are available and will be offered depending 

on availabiltiy at the time of booking.

Cocos Dive is a family operated 

dive centre and is SSI affiliated. It 

is recommended that divers are at least 

advanced qualified to enjoy all that this 

coral atoll has to offer underwater.  A 

maximum of ten guests enjoy the daily two 

tank boat dives with a long lunch interval 

normally taken at Direction Island. Beneath 

the surface lie pristine gardens of colourful 

soft leather corals, cabbage-like hard 

corals and delicate gorgonian fans. Sharks, 

manta rays, dolphins, tuna, turtles, brightly 

coloured marine fish and Kat, the lone 

dugong, are regularly seen whilst diving. 

Pre-booking your dive package is essential 

and please note the dive centre is closed 

from 15 Mar - 23 Apr 2011.

Cocos Village Bungalows 

Most people experience the diving of 

Christmas Island in combination with the 

Cocos (Keeling) Islands, as the diving 

is distinctively unique at each island. 

Christmas Island is an extinct volcano 

with an 80 kilometre coastline rising up 

to 361 metres above sea level and the 

Cocos (Keeling) Islands are made up of a 

combination of smaller islands, forming a 

coral atoll. 

Begin your adventure on Christmas Island 

and discover the beauty and relaxed life 

style. Explore jungle tracks, watch the 

numerous crabs, explore the caves and 

enjoy the spectacular diving, with a fine 

collection of marine life and drop offs that 

sink into the abyss.

Then head over to the Cocos (Keeling) 

Islands and discover the pristine turquoise 

waters. With spectacular corals and 

bountiful marine life, dive, snorkel, walk 

or swim your way between each isolated 

island or relax on the endless coconut 

lined, soft sandy white beaches. 

The islands are remote and a conservative 

multi level dive plan is normally carried 

out. We recommend that divers who want 

to visit, hold at least an advanced repeated 

qualification. 

We recommend 10 nights on Christmas 

Island followed by 4 nights on Cocos 

(Keeling) Island.  A price guide for this 

itinerary is shown below.  

Remote Indian Ocean 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 10 nights in resort, 

meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

The Sunset (RO) .......................................................................................... from £2575

Cocos Village Bungalows (B) ................................................................ from £3355

Remote Indian Ocean (B) ........................................................................ from £3095

Top Tip 

Enjoy a diving trip of a lifetime!  It is possible to spend time diving Mabul and Sipadan 

in Borneo (landbased or liveaboard) followed by an incredible and adventurous journey 

to Christmas Island with a stopover in Kuala Lumpur. Ask a member of the Dive 

Worldwide Team to help tailor-make your perfect holiday.
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South Pacifi c in focus

Diving highlights

volcano, fresh water caverns and see the 

black coral of Milford Sound. 

Pristine & deserted reefs   in much of the 

South Pacifi c

Wrecks   Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu, 

Truk, Solomon Islands and New Zealand

Sharks   Fiji and Papua New Guinea

Manta Rays   Yap

Jellyfi sh Lake   Palau

Humpback Whales   Tonga

Great Barrier Reef    Australia

Soft Coral Capital of the World   Fiji

39 species of whale and dolphin   New 

Zealand

Great White Sharks   South Australia

Milford Sound   New Zealand

and October, you may hear the song of 

the Humpback Whales. The more remote 

Ha’apai islands are virtually virgin territory 

and best explored by liveaboard. Tonga’s 

astounding visibility allows wonderfully 

clear views of the seascape, details of the 

sweeping hard coral gardens, towering 

pinnacles, schools of open water pelagics 

and gaping caverns. 

Australia offers a diverse range of 

experiences, from diving with Napoleon 

Wrasse on the east coast, snorkelling with 

Whale Sharks on the west coast and cage 

diving with Great Whites in South Australia 

- the ultimate adrenaline dive! Then there 

is New Zealand where you can dive a live 

South Pacifi c scuba diving holidays enjoy 

a reputation as being amongst the very 

best in the world. There’s a wealth of 

exotic marine life including turtles, sharks, 

rays and even whales; and a stunning 

seascape, populated by coral formations, 

walls, drop-offs and wrecks galore. 

Fiji is without doubt one of the world’s top 

ten dive destinations, famous for its soft 

corals, the Astrolabe reef and numerous 

shark species in Beqa. A vast range of 

underwater sites offer diving for all levels. 

Top of any diver’s wish list must be Papua 

New Guinea with its pristine dive sites, 

wrecks and awesome marine life. 

Few wreck enthusiasts need an 

introduction to the world famous Truk 

Lagoon, home to an entire Japanese fl eet, 

sunk in 1944. World War II enthusiasts 

will be in their element with plenty of 

underwater iron in both Vanuatu and the 

Solomon Islands.

Tonga’s best known dive sites are around 

Vava’u where, if you snorkel between May 
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Jill Dive Bomber Cockpit © Tony Bowen

February

Discover amazing soft corals and swim 

with up to eight species of shark in Fiji, 

see page 62

June

Dive the wrecks and encounter Manta 

Rays in Micronesia, see page 60

August

Humpback Whales congregate to court, 

mate and calve in Tonga, see page 72

October

Explore the remote Rowley Shoals, 

Australia see page 74
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”Just a line to say thanks for the great trip to Truk. Flights and transfers were all 

perfect, The Blue Lagoon resort on Chuuk and the dive boat Odyssey both were 

fantastic. I have dived all over the world and can say, without a doubt, that the crew 

and dive guides on Odyssey are the best I have ever dived with.” - Paul J, Jan 2009.

Nippo Maru © Tony Bowen

© Tony Bowen

With more ocean than land, some of Micronesia’s best sights are underwater. There are more than 2,000 islands spread 

over five million kilometres of the Pacific, but many world maps don’t even bother showing them. Each island group has its 

own culture and character as well as diving highlights. They have also been influenced in a different way by colonisation, 

wars, geography and politics. Dive conditions can also vary enormously but that said, it is an area that should be on every 

diver’s wish list. Throughout Micronesia, divers can encounter an abundance of marine life in just about every imaginable 

colour and shape, with some species never seen before. Underwater highlights include the historical wrecks of Truk 

Lagoon, the spectacular reefs and marine life in Palau and the majestic Manta Rays in Yap. 
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Guam (Ujelang)

Chuuk State consists of 11 mangrove 

fringed islands in the Chuuk Lagoon - 

known to divers worldwide as Truk Lagoon 

- and a further series of 14 outlying atolls 

and low islands. One of the world’s largest 

enclosed lagoons, Truk is enclosed by a 

225 kilometre barrier reef, covers more 

than 2,000 square kilometres, and is home 

to an entire Japanese fleet, sunk in 1944. 

Frozen in time, complete with sake cups 

and skeletons, jeeps and tanks still tied on 

board, and fighter planes still waiting in 

the hangars, the area has been declared 

an underwater museum. Incredible corals 

in a kaleidoscope of colours and shapes 

attract divers of all levels. Schooling 

tropical fish smother the ships. Nowhere 

else in the world are there so many 

wrecks in close proximity, situated in clear 

shallow water. Many of the wrecks are 

visible while snorkelling and there are 

several on-shore wartime locations to visit.

Truk Lagoon  

Away from the hustle and bustle of 

everyday life, the resort is situated on a 

palm fringed point of Moen Island with 

breathtaking views of the most famous 

lagoon in the world, Truk. Accommodation 

is in two low storey buildings set in 

lush tropical gardens amongst coconut 

palms. The 54 rooms are comfortable 

and spacious featuring air-conditioning, 

en-suite bathroom, a TV, small fridge and 

a balcony on which to relax and enjoy the 

stunning sunset. Other facilities include a 

restaurant, beach bar, dive lockers, small 

shop and WiFi is available. 

The family run Blue Lagoon Dive 

Shop is on site and has been 

welcoming divers since 1973. The modern, 

full service centre operates daily boat 

diving adventures to the historic wrecks of 

Truk Lagoon.  Experience the mystery and 

excitement of the Fujikawa Maru with its 

beautiful soft coral growth and schools of 

Blue Lagoon Dive Resort 

Climate chart for Guam

Micronesia

Itinerary 

It is not easy to reach Micronesia 

from the UK, but it is definitely worth 

the effort! Airlines often change their 

schedule, and although we have 

a selection that we can use, your 

itinerary does take careful planning.

We recommend travelling through the 

Philippines. Your journey will require 

a minimum of four flights and usually 

at least one overnight stop on the 

way. The total journey time depends 

on how the flights connect on the 

day, and the time of year you wish 

to travel. 

Prices will vary depending on the 

route taken and time of year you 

travel. It is possible to extend your 

holiday in the Philippines, especially 

for wreck enthusiasts; see page 43 

for more information.

Remember, we tailor-make all 

our itineraries to suit your holiday 

requirements, so please speak to a 

member of the Dive Worldwide Team 

to discuss your options.

Top Tip 

Extend your holiday to Micronesia 

with a visit to Palau or Yap. Number 

of nights is dependent on flight 

schedule at time of travelling.

colourful fish, or descend into the cargo 

holds of the Sankisan and San Francisco 

Maru. There are over 40 wrecks to dive 

and some are accessible to snorkellers. 

The lagoon is on most diver’s wish list and 

even the local car license plates are 

marked ‘Divers Haven’. Nitrox and Trimix 

are available. A limited quantity of Helium 

and Sodasorb are stocked but need to be 

booked in advance. Please advise your 

Dive Worldwide consultant when booking 

your holiday if required.
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Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, number of nights as 

indicated in resort or on liveaboard (plus an overnight in Manila), full board, transfers 

and diving package with tanks and weights.

Blue Lagoon Resort (8 nights) .............................................................. from £2695

SS Thorfinn (7 nights) ............................................................................... from £3295

MV Odyssey (7 nights) .............................................................................. from £3845

Nippo Maru © Tony Bowen

Left to right: Jill Dive bomber © Tony Bowen, Kensho Maru © Tony Bowen
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The 58 metre dedicated diving 

boat departs Chuuk each Saturday 

throughout the year, offering daily diving in 

Truk Lagoon to over 30 wrecks. 

Accommodating 22 guests, eight of the 

eleven cabins feature a en-suite bathroom. 

All are equipped with air-conditioning and 

a TV/DVD player. The large saloon features 

a full-service bar, state-of-the-art 

entertainment centre, panorama windows, 

video library and more. Upper sun decks 

have partial shade awnings, an open deck 

spa, and a camera service area. An 11 

seat hot tub on deck is always a popular 

spot to relax after dives!

Up to five dives are offered daily from 

the custom designed RIB tenders to the 

numerous  wreck sites of Truk Lagoon. The 

area is protected from thermoclines and 

currents with an average year round water 

temperature of 28C and visibility ranges 

from 12-30 metres.  It is recommended to 

travel with your own diving equipment as 

rental gear is limited. Nitrox and speciality 

courses are available on board. Technical 

desires are met by banded doubles with 

manifolds, pony bottles and EAN/O2 fills to 

suit. Please advise us of your requirements 

when booking.

SS Thorfinn 

The 40 metre liveaboard departs 

Chuuk each Sunday throughout 

the year, offering daily diving in Truk 

Lagoon with a variety of wrecks and coral 

reefs and an abundance of marine life 

including sharks and Eagle Rays. 

Accommodating 16 guests, six of the 

eleven staterooms feature a double bed, 

two are for single occupancy and one has 

a double bunk. All cabins are carpeted and 

feature air-conditioning, en-suite 

bathroom, DVD player and an ocean view. 

The comfortable lounge has a TV/DVD 

player and modern amenities for divers. 

There is a dining area, sun deck and 

spacious dive deck and facilities for 

photographers.

Up to five dives are offered daily from 

the boat to the wrecks and outer reefs, 

suitable for divers of all levels. Guests 

have their own private seat and protected 

dive locker throughout the trip. The 

spacious easy-entry dive platform has 

plenty of room for two divers plus a 

divemaster. Nitrox is complimentary for 

qualified divers. Double tanks (DIN and 

YOKE systems) are available for technical 

divers and a local surcharge applies for 

oxygen mixtures above the standard free 

Nitrox.

MV Odyssey 

The 19 metre, six passenger 

Ocean Hunter l is a motor-sailer 

specifically designed for the waters of 

Palau. Seven or ten day trips offer 

unlimited diving (up to seven tanks per 

day), on a spacious dive boat. Nitrox is 

available.

The 29 metre, 16 passenger Ocean 

Hunter lll is a former research vessel 

designed to a high specification for 

divers to explore the waters of Palau and 

the western Pacific. Seven or 14 day 

trips offer unlimited diving (up to seven 

tanks per day), on a spacious dive boat. 

A professional underwater photography 

service and Nitrox are available.

Ocean Hunter, Palau Get Wrecked - Truk and 
Sangat 

An amazing adventure for divers 

interested in exploring the historical 

Japanese WW ll wrecks of Truk 

Lagoon (Micronesia) and Sangat 

(Philippines). 

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Depart UK for Manila (via 

Kuala Lumpur).  Day 2 Connect 

onwards to Chuuk.  Day 3 Blue 

Lagoon Resort, 8 nights (FB). Six days 

diving Truk Lagoon.  Day 11 Fly to 

Manila. Overnight stay in Manila (BB).  

Day 12 Fly to Busuanga. Sangat 

Island Resort, 7 nights (FB). Five days 

diving Sangat.  Day 19 Fly to Manila 

to connect with departure for UK (via 

Kuala Lumpur).  Day 13 Arrive UK

Departures throughout the year

Cost per person from £3495

Includes return flights from the UK, 

16 nights accommodation, meal plan, 

all local transfers, domestic flights, 

11 days diving, tanks and weights.
“I just wanted to say a very BIG 

thank you to you for your hard 

work in making our holiday one to 

remember for all the right reasons. It 

was fantastic! All the questions you 

answered, the recommendations you 

made and advice you gave meant 

everything went extremely smoothly 

and made me look great! Bearing in 

mind the number of transfers and 

time zone changes it was great that 

there were no surprises.” - Ken, 2010  Top Tip 

Looking to travel to Truk with your 

friends? Group travel provides 

excellent value for money with 

discounts available for more than six 

people travelling together. It is also 

possible to charter the entire boat for 

a specialist wreck adventure. Ask a 

member of the Dive Worldwide Team 

for further details. 
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Palau, lying just under two hours south 

west from Guam, is famous for its unique 

Rock Islands and jellyfish lake. Spread 

over a lagoon more than 37 kilometres 

long, the islands are covered with thick 

jungle growth, are rarely visited by people 

and offer some of Micronesia’s finest 

snorkelling and diving. Three ocean 

currents converge in Palau’s waters, 

bringing with them some of the most 

varied and dazzling marine life in the 

world.  Every imaginable species of coral 

and over 1,500 species of fish inhabit the 

rich reefs, with sharks and barracudas a 

common sight. Most dives are drift dives 

and the best season is Jan-Jun, when 

visibility can be over 60 metres. 

During air raids in 1944, 48 Japanese 

ships and numerous American and 

Japanese planes were sunk in Palau. 

These wrecks are scattered all over Palau 

and whilst most of the ships sank near 

the Rock Islands there are many still to be 

discovered, with some lying at depths not 

suitable for the sport diver. Palau offers 

both liveaboard and resort diving.

We recommend diving with Fish ‘n’ Fins 

who will arrange transfers to their diving 

base for your daily diving needs. Groups 

looking for a liveaboard option can charter 

the Ocean Hunter l or lll to explore this 

fantastic region at their own pace.

Palau 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort or 

on liveaboard (plus an overnight in Manila), meal plan, transfers and diving package 

with tanks and weights.

Palau Pacific Resort (B) ........................................................................... from £2745

The Carolines Resort (B).......................................................................... from £2325

Palau Aggressor (FB) ................................................................................ from £3695

From left: Shark © Anthony Dixon, Jellyfish © Anthony Dixon

Palau Pacific Resort

Islands of Palau

This award winning luxurious 5* resort 

is located on the western shores of 

Arakebesang Island in Koror, 30 minutes 

drive from the airport. Set in lush tropical 

gardens with the Pacific Ocean lapping 

at its white sandy shores, it’s an idyllic 

tropical delight. The 160 cottage style 

rooms and suites are built in traditional 

style and offer garden or ocean views. 

Furnished with local décor with a patio 

or balcony, guests can expect all modern 

amenities of a world class property 

including WiFi internet access. Facilities 

include a swimming pool, jacuzzi, tennis 

court, gym, nature trail, duty-free shopping 

and the Elialai Spa. There are numerous 

casual and fine dining options available. 

Local excursions to explore Koror, 

museums, WW ll relics and trekking are 

also available.

We recommend diving with Fish ‘n’ Fins 

who will arrange transfers to their diving 

base for your diving needs

Palau Pacific Resort 

The property sits atop a secluded hilltop, 

overlooking the beautiful Philippine 

Sea. Seven private bungalows await 

guests, inspired by traditional Palauan 

architecture they are constructed 

almost entirely from local woods and 

materials, and are equipped with modern 

amenities such as air-conditioning, TV/

VCR, minibar, refrigerator and private 

bath. Each bungalow offers a private 

balcony overlooking Palau’s magnificent 

Rock Islands and stunning sunsets. 

Enjoy breakfast on your balcony, whilst 

other meals can be taken in a choice of 

restaurants a short drive from the property. 

Guests of the resort have access to the 

only private beach in Koror, and the nearby 

Palau Pacific Resort which makes its 

facilities available to guests.

We recommend diving with Fish ‘n’ Fins 

who will arrange transfers to their diving 

base for your diving needs.

The Carolines Resort 

A PADI 5* Gold Palm IDC and TDI 

Nitrox facility which is also BSAC 

and CMAS affiliated. Daily two tank boat 

dives explore the reefs, drop-offs and 

channels of Palau, famed for its abundant 

marine life from small critters to large 

pelagics. Regular trips are also operated to 

Chandelier Cave and Jellyfish Lake giving 

divers an immense choice of exciting dive 

sites to explore. Annual events such as 

Shark Week (March) and Wrexpedition 

(June) are popular times to visit. Nitrox is 

complimentary for qualified divers and 

CCR Rebreathers are available. 

Fish ‘n’ Fins 

This luxurious 33 metre liveaboard 

departs Koror each Sunday for a 

seven night diving adventure around the 

islands of Palau. Accommodating 18 

passengers in eight air-conditioned 

stateroom cabins, the boat features all the 

modern amenities a diver could need.

Up to five days are offer around the 

mushroom shaped rock islands offering a 

variety of dive sites. The currents can be 

challenging so divers are advised to travel 

with a computer and safety sausage. Dive 

sites include channels, wrecks, shark 

encounters, caves and the non-stinging 

jellyfish of Jellyfish Lake. Nitrox is 

available.

Palau Aggressor ll 
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With its giant stone money, grass skirts, 

and traditional men’s houses, Yap is a land 

steeped in ancient traditions, fascinating 

legends, and peopled by one of the most 

distinctive cultures in the Pacific. Yap 

is possibly the most intriguing island in 

Micronesia.

Almost completely encircled by a fringing 

reef, providing a backdrop for some of the 

most colourful and diverse marine and 

coral life in Micronesia, Yap offers a whole 

range of diving, from drop-offs, gentle 

slopes and channel drifts, to the protected 

confines of Colonia harbour, from where 

most dive sites are less than 30 minutes 

away. Yap is also the world’s foremost 

destination for seeing Manta Rays up close 

and personal; nowhere else on earth are 

they seen on a consistent basis year round 

- a fact that has catapulted Yap to the 

top of lists of the finest diving attractions 

in the world. Yap is also excellent for 

snorkellers, with the reefs starting close to 

the surface.

Depending on the flight schedule when 

you are travelling, it is possible to twin 

centre a holiday in Yap with Palau.

Yap 

A PADI 5* Gold Palm and TDI 

Nitrox facility, Yap Divers offer 

world-class diving and a full range of 

diving courses including the unique Manta 

Ray Awareness course. Up to five dives are 

offered daily, to over 50 known dive sites, 

from a fleet of eight modern boats. World 

renowned for Manta Ray encounters, Mi’l 

Channel is home to these magnificent 

creatures. Aside from these, Yap has a 

variety of dive sites with healthy reefs, 

home to many species of tropical fish, 

invertebrates and corals. Shark lovers will 

be in awe whilst diving the walls, and 

there are plenty of caverns and 

swim-throughs to explore. This is a 

world-class destination for underwater 

photographers. Yap Divers offer a friendly 

service ensuring a relaxed and memorable 

holiday. Nitrox is available.

Yap Divers 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 8 nights in resort, 

day rooms in Manila and Guam as necessary, meal plan, transfers and diving package 

with tanks and weights.

Manta Ray Bay Resort (B) ...................................................................... from £2595

Stone money

Grey Reef Shark © www.mantaray.com Yap from the air

Manta Ray © Mike Veitch - www.mantaray.com
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A dedicated dive resort designed by, and 

built for, divers with dive facilities and 

equipment storage conveniently located 

within the hotel. There are 35 elegant and 

spacious, air-conditioned, en-suite rooms 

furnished with TV/DVD and a balcony with 

a mini bar available on request. Standard 

rooms offer a hill view, deluxe rooms 

have ocean views, and all are individually 

decorated in tropical elegance with a 

marine theme.

Facilities include land tours showcasing 

Yap’s unique indigenous culture, mangrove 

kayaking and fishing trips. Dining is a 

unique experience on board the S/V Mnuw, 

an Indonesian Phinisi boat and the finest 

restaurant on the island. The property also 

features the Taro Leaf Spa and its own 

microbrewery. 

Diving is operated by Yap Divers, the on-

site dive centre.

Manta Ray Bay Resort Palau & Yap 

Discover pristine dive sites, explore 

caverns and encounter sharks and 

Manta Rays in these world-class 

diving destinations.

Itinerary

Day 1 Depart the UK for Manila (via 

Kuala Lumpur).  Day 2 Connect 

onwards to Palau.  Day 3 Carolines 

Resort, 8 nights (BB). Five days 

diving.  Day 11 Fly from Palau to Yap. 

Manta Ray Bay Resort, 8 nights (FB). 

Five days diving.  Day 19 Fly from 

Yap to Manila via Guam. Day Room at 

hotel in Guam.  Day 20 Fly to Manila 

for overnight stay.  Day 21 Depart for 

the UK (via Kuala Lumpur).  

Day 22 Arrive UK

Thursday departures throughout the 

year, subject to airline schedule.

Cost per person from £3595

Includes return flights from the UK, 

18 nights accommodation, meal plan, 

all local transfers, 10 days diving, 

tanks and weights.
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Coral reef, Yasawa Islands © John Liddiard

Fiji

Jean-Michel Cousteau called Fiji the soft coral capital of the world. It has a huge range of quality dive sites where there 

are around a thousand species of fish, several hundred types of corals and sponges, and an infinite variety of macro life 

living in the shallow coral gardens or on deep sloping shelves. The amazingly diverse marine life includes large pelagic 

species such as sharks, tuna, turtles and fish of all hues and sizes. Fiji is primarily home to the Pilot Whale but many other 

whale species, including Humpback and Sperm Whales, also pass through Fijian waters. With the spectacular hard and 

soft corals, caves and grottoes, sharks, sunken ships, and even a World War II aircraft, this is diving paradise.
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Fiji (Taveuni)

Kadavu is the fourth largest of the 300 odd 

islands in Fiji and is mostly undeveloped. 

The island is surrounded by coral reefs, 

magnificent palm fringed beaches and 

rugged terrain. The native population of 

some 12,000 still live quite traditionally 

in 72 villages scattered throughout the 

islands. As there are few roads, transport 

is mainly by boat. 

The excellence of Astrolabe and Solo 

Reefs has made Kadavu world famous, 

but the fantastic diving experience is not 

limited to these two superb sites. The 

island is encircled by equally exciting 

reefs, Namalata and Tavuki. The dive sites 

exhibit a tremendous variety with several 

passages, submerged pinnacles and 

manta ray cleaning stations adding to the 

reasons why Kadavu is recognised as a 

premier diving area.

The Great Astrolabe Reef is the world’s 

fourth largest barrier reef extending along 

the entire southern side of Kadavu and 

stretches for over 120 km. It is rated as 

one of the world’s premier diving locations, 

offering great diversity and a spectacle of 

coral structures and marine life. 

Kadavu 

Located on the main island, a scenic two 

hour drive from Nadi, Pacific Harbour is 

the adventure capital of Fiji. From here 

you can enjoy numerous activities such as 

white water rafting, zip-lining and a variety 

of non-motorised watersports including 

surfing. Other activities include visits to a 

local village, trekking the lush interior and 

a round of golf on a par 72 championship 

course. 

The magical Beqa Lagoon is home to 

some of the world’s best diving and also to 

the legendary Beqa Fire Walkers. Choose 

from soft coral diving, wreck diving or 

shark encounters. 

Aqua-Trek has received global 

recognition for its part in 

promoting shark conservation and 

sustainable tourism. Two Shark Marine 

Reserves have been created, involving the 

Fijian people in the protection of sharks. It 

is here that the Ultimate Shark Encounter 

operates with adventurous divers enjoying 

the sight of Bull, Whitetip,  Black Tip Reef, 

Nurse, Lemon, Grey Reef, Silvertip and 

occasionally, Tiger Sharks. 

Pacific Harbour & Beqa 
Lagoon Bordered by the Great Astrolabe Reef 

and set amidst lush tropical surroundings 

on Kadavu island, Matava is a small and 

intimate getaway. Designed to blend in 

with its natural environment, the traditional 

thatched Fijian bures are nestled in the 

rainforest accommodating up to 22 guests 

and offer privacy, comfort and superb 

ocean views. This eco-friendly resort 

provides lighting and hot water through 

solar power. Facilities at this paradise 

resort include a restaurant and plenty of 

activities which can be arranged, including 

surfing, trekking, kayaking and diving. If 

you’re looking to get married in an idyllic 

location, a romantic beach wedding can be 

arranged here. 

Matava Eco Adventure Resort 

Climate chart for Taveuni

Mad Fish is a PADI 5* Dive Centre 

located on-site and offers a full 

range of courses. Daily two tank boat 

dives operate throughout the year along 

the Great Astrolabe Reef catering for 

divers of all abilities. There are over 20 

dive sites to explore, all at varying depths 

with an amazing kaleidoscope of colourful 

corals and marine life. Visibility ranges 

from 20-50 metres. Spend time at ‘Critter 

Junction’, a magnificent shore dive, or 

enjoy ‘Manta Reef’, where Manta Rays are 

observed all year round. Mad Fish Dive 

Centre truly offers divers easy and 

comfortable access to some of the best 

diving Fiji can offer.
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Sharks & Astrolabe Reef 

With its 330 islands surrounded 

by reefs and the entire spectrum 

of tropical underwater terrain, Fiji 

certainly has an enormous variety 

of diving experiences. This itinerary 

offers exhilarating shark encounters 

and spectacular diving on the 

Great Astrolabe Reef, a true diving 

adventure.

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Depart the UK for Nadi (via Los 

Angeles).  Day 3 Pearl South Pacific 

Resort, 7 nights (BB). Five days diving 

Beqa Lagoon.  Day 10 Flight from 

Nadi to Kadavu. Scenic boat transfer 

to Matava Eco Adventure Resort, 7 

nights (FB). Five days diving the Great 

Astrolabe Reef.  Day 17 Depart for the 

UK.  Day 18 Arrive UK.

Departures throughout the year

Cost per person from £3725

Includes return flights from the UK, 14 

nights accommodation, meal plan, all 

local transfers, 10 days diving, tanks 

and weights.

Located in Pacific Harbour, this elegant 

resort is surrounded by a lush tropical 

landscape on an idyllic beach, offering 

luxurious accommodation, exquisite 

cuisine and as much or as little adventure 

and relaxation as you want. Choose from a 

garden or ocean view room or indulge in a 

themed Penthouse Suite. All 78 rooms are 

spacious, elegantly furnished and feature 

air-conditioning, en-suite bathroom, 

balcony or terrace with panoramic views, 

satellite TV and WiFi internet access. Other 

facilities include a variety of restaurants 

and bars, swimming pool, gym, spa, nanny 

service, watersports activities, a golf 

course and an on-site dive centre. The 

Arts and Cultural Village is opposite the 

resort and shopping trips or adventurous 

excursions can be booked locally.

The PADI affiliated Aqua-Trek dive 

centre offers daily boat diving, on 

its custom built boat, to over 20 dive sites 

in Beqa Lagoon. A wide range of courses 

are available up to divemaster including 

the unique and educational Extreme Shark 

Diver course. The experienced local dive 

guides ensure divers a comfortable and 

memorable adventure. Dive sites are 

adorned in soft and hard corals with plenty 

of swim-throughs, pinnacles and a wreck 

to explore. Marine life is prolific and 

ranges from small macro life to larger 

pelagic species. Water temperature ranges 

from 24C in winter (May-Oct) to 30C in 

summer (Nov-Apr). The Ultimate Shark 

Encounter dive operates four times a 

week.

The Pearl South Pacific 

The resort is located on a gorgeous spot 

on secluded Beqa Lagoon, eight kilometres 

south of the main island of Viti Levu.  The 

island is only fifteen square kilometres, 

and has no roads or towns and only a 

few isolated villages scattered around the 

perimeter. Twelve of the 25 private bures 

are dotted along the stunning beach, 

six surround the koi pond and three are 

tucked away in the lush tropical gardens. 

All feature air-conditioning and are 

beautifully appointed with traditional island 

décor. The restaurant offers a wide variety 

of casual fine dining. Facilities include an 

infinity pool, hammocks and a massage 

service. Activities include snorkelling, 

hiking, deep sea fishing, surfing the ‘Fijian 

Pipeline’ and motorised watersports. The 

resort caters mainly for surfers and divers 

with set meal times revolving around the 

schedules of these activities.

Beqa is surrounded by one of the 

largest barrier reefs in the world, 

making this an excellent location for diving 

enthusiasts. The dive centre offers daily 

boat and shore diving in the calm 

protected waters of the lagoon, blessed 

with over 190 miles of spectacular coral 

reef. The local staff are experienced, 

professional and friendly, ensuring divers a 

comfortable and memorable holiday. 

Marine life is prolific and colourful with a 

good chance of seeing blue ribbon eels, 

lionfish, anthias, fusiliers and sharks.

Beqa Lagoon Resort 

This luxurious 30 metre liveaboard 

departs Suva every Saturday for a 

seven night exploration of the reefs, 

bommies and walls of the Nigali Pass, 

Wakaya, Koro and Namenalala Islands. The 

boat appeals to those discerning divers 

who prefer a smaller group. The 

staterooms accommodate ten passengers 

and all are air-conditioned with en-suite 

bathrooms and top end amenities that are 

expected on every Dancer Fleet boat. 

Up to five dives a day are offered over five 

and a half days, with land excursions also 

forming part of the itinerary. Known as 

the soft coral capital, the brilliant colours 

on display will dazzle even the most 

experienced divers and photographers. 

Expect to encounter larger pelagics such 

as Eagle and Manta Rays, turtles and 

sharks on the drift dives whilst a multitude 

of critters can be found on most dives. 

Nitrox is available.

Island Dancer ll 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort or 

on liveaboard, meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Matava Eco Adventure Resort (FB) .................................................... from £2615

The Pearl South Pacific (B) ..................................................................... from £2315

Beqa Lagoon Resort (FB) ........................................................................ from £2465

Island Dancer ll (FB) .................................................................................. from £3495

Sea Fan © John Liddiard
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The western part of Fiji is made up of 

Mamanucas and Yasawa Islands. Here you 

will find watersports and accommodations 

to delight everyone. This is the driest and 

warmest area in Fiji, so you can practically 

count on sunshine all year round. 

The Mamanuca group is accessed by 

speed boat or seaplane and is home to a 

range of properties, including Tokoriki and 

Castaway. The areas of Beachcomber and 

Treasure Island are marine sanctuaries. 

Underwater topography includes walls, 

bommies and channels, a perfect mix for 

a range of diving abilities. ‘Gotham City’ is 

renowned for its Batfish population, watch 

sharks at ‘Supermarket’ and explore 

the underwater delights of ‘Plantation 

Pinnacle’ with its undercuts, tunnels and 

myriad of fish and corals. 

The volcanic Yasawa chain extends 90 

kilometres in a straight line to the north of 

the sweeping arc of the Mamanucas. ‘The 

Zoo’ is a popular dive site with schools 

of walu, trevally and barracuda also 

enjoying the steep wall exposed to strong 

currents. The wall is covered in colourful 

sea fans and soft coral with invertebrates 

found living in the overhangs. West of the 

Yasawas is a vast area of virgin reefs, 

islands and tiny islets.

Mamanuca & Yasawa Islands 

This boutique resort is located in the 

northern Mamanucas. An affordable, 

luxury, romantic getaway, romantic 

getaway and affordable luxury, Tokoriki 

offers the quintessential Fijian holiday 

experience. The 34 private spacious bures 

and villas are traditionally built, and, for 

the most part, surrounded by lush tropical 

gardens dotted along the beachfront. All 

feature air-conditioning and luxurious 

modern amenities with a day bed on 

the verandah to help you relax. Facilities 

include a comprehensive programme of 

motorised and non-motorised water and 

land sports, cultural activities, a swimming 

pool, Senekai spa and WiFi in hotspot 

areas.

Tokoriki Diving, a PADI 5* dive 

centre and Go Eco Operator, offers 

a wide range of courses and is especially 

keen to welcome people to the world of 

diving. Two boat dives operate each 

morning with an optional afternoon and 

night dive available. The friendly crew 

ensure that divers of all abilities enjoy the 

variety of dive sites, most of which are no 

more than 15 minutes away. Expect to see 

towering pinnacles, plunging drop-offs, 

thousands of fish, some of which are 

endemic, sharks and a huge variety of 

colourful corals. Divers are invited to 

support the Giant Clam regeneration 

project which continues to play a vital role 

in the conservation of the local reefs and 

marine life.

Tokoriki Island Resort 

An iconic tropical island in the 

Mamanucas, the award winning resort 

is surrounded by lush tropical vegetation 

bordered by white sand beaches and 

encircled by vibrant coral reefs. The 

66 secluded, spacious and traditionally 

thatched bures offer a choice of beach 

front or island location, with an emphasis 

is on privacy and comfort. Offering 

genuine island hospitality and creative 

island cuisine, the resort provides a unique 

holiday experience for romantics of all age 

groups. Facilities include a swimming pool, 

a comprehensive water sports programme, 

kids’ club and traditional Fijian massages. 

Castaway Diving is a PADI 5* Gold 

Palm facility, offering diving 

opportunities for the whole family - 

regardless of experience. There are a 

range of courses including a PADI 

Bubblemakers programme for children 

aged eight years old and upward. Certified 

divers can experience shark and moray eel 

encounters and exploratory dive trips. The 

centre’s nine metre dive boat, Sokia, is 

acknowledged to be the fastest and most 

comfortable dive boat in Fiji and can 

transport 18 divers to over 20 dive sites 

within 20 minutes of the resort.

Castaway Island Resort 

This luxurious 36 metre yacht 

offers divers world-class diving 

adventures through the central region of 

the Fiji islands throughout the year. The 

trips are either seven or ten nights and 

mainly depart on a Saturday from Lautoka, 

just north of Nadi. Accommodating up to 

18 guests in nine air-conditioned, 

elegantly appointed cabins, each with 

en-suiite bathroom, the boat features all 

the creature comforts of a quality 

land-based resort. There are two cabins 

with bunks, the others feature double or 

twin beds. Facilities include a large 

sundeck, a spacious dive platform and a 

dedicated camera room. 

Offering great value for money and a 

welcoming experience, divers can enjoy a 

full six days of diving on a seven night trip. 

Diving is operated from two RIBs so you 

can get to the best sites of Lomaiviti, Bligh 

Water and Namena. These areas offer 

a prolific marine life with opportunities 

to encounter large pelagics and explore 

a variety of terrain, from pinnacles to 

dynamic coral reef systems home to 

plenty of critters. Nitrox is available.

Fiji Nai’a 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort or 

on liveaboard, full board, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Tokoriki Island Resort ............................................................................... from £3795

Castaway Island Resort ........................................................................... from £3245

Fiji Nai’a liveaboard ................................................................................... from £3455

© Tokoriki



Or visit us on the web at  www.diveworldwide.com 65

Left to right: © Andy Lange - www.aquapix.tv, Matangi Island

S
o

uth P
acific / Fiji

Top Tip 

Fiji is blessed with 333 islands, 

white sand beaches and crystal clear 

waters with a prolific marine life. 

Take time to relax and explore. We 

recommend a twin centre holiday. 

Contact a member of the Dive 

Worldwide Team to discuss your 

holiday options and tailor-make your 

perfect itinerary.

Located on the waterfront with 

commanding views of the Somosomo 

Strait, this boutique resort provides a 

quiet and relaxing lifestyle in tropical 

surroundings. There are 30 comfortable 

and well appointed rooms with modern 

amenities. Facilities include two swimming 

pools, spa, tennis court, nine hole golf 

course, restaurant, bar, WiFi internet 

access and an on-site dive centre.

The PADI Gold Palm resort offers 

daily two tank boat dives to a 

variety of sites within 30 minutes of the 

resort. Water temperature ranges from 

25C in winter (May-Oct) to 30C in summer 

(Nov-Apr).

Diving is mainly on the shallow patch reefs 

of Rainbow Reef and the deeper fringing 

reefs on the south east corner of Vanua 

Levu. The conditions allow for soft coral 

growth and an incredible diversity and 

density of tropical fish life.

Garden Island Resort 

Tropical Tavenui with volcanic mountains, 

lush rainforests and waterfalls deserves 

every accolade and has earned rave 

reviews from even the most jaded divers. 

Spectacular soft corals abound the world 

famous sites such as ‘White Wall’ and 

‘Rainbow Reef’ in the Somosomo Strait.

You will also find calm bay diving, 

spectacular walls with deep crevices and 

shallows that are home to more animals 

than you can count. Experienced divers 

will enjoy the exhilarating drift dive site 

‘Nai’a Flaya’ with colourful corals, prolific 

anthias and the chance to see Manta Rays 

and Grey Reef Sharks. There are plenty 

of dive sites to discover in this relatively 

unexplored region.

Taveuni 

A luxurious boutique resort nestled 

amongst lush tropical gardens with a 

rainforest covered extinct volcano as a 

back drop, catering to discerning travellers 

looking for their own piece of paradise. 

Situated on the southern tip of Taveuni, 

this secluded getaway is a one hour 

domestic flight from Nadi international 

airport followed by a scenic one hour drive 

from the Taveuni Matei airport. 

Ten traditional spacious bures offer 

spectacular ocean views or tropical garden 

views, and are constructed from local 

woods with traditionally thatched roofs 

furnished with modern amenities and a 

daybed on the verandah. Facilities include 

a restaurant, bar, infinity swimming pool, 

tour desk and gift shop. The resort aims 

to provide guests with a genuine Fijian 

experience with its architecture, its people 

and their values.

Pro Dive Taveuni is PADI affiliated 

and offers a wide range of 

courses. The unique deep water frontage 

allows guests to dive, snorkel and swim 

from the lava flow edge into pristine warm 

tropical waters at any time of the day. 

Daily boat dives operate to over 40 sites 

with divers of all levels accounted for. 

Explore the spectacular soft corals of 

Rainbow Reef and White Wall, and keep an 

eye out for barracuda, turtles, sharks and 

yellow fin tuna on the walls and pinnacles. 

The clear calm waters allow an amazing 

visibility suited to underwater 

photographers.

Paradise Taveuni  

A tranquil intimate hideaway on an 

exclusive private island is located off 

the northern tip of Taveuni Island and is 

undoubtedly one of the finest romantic 

beach resorts in Fiji. This charming resort 

features nine beachfront and ocean 

view traditional bures and three unique 

honeymoon treehouse villas surrounded 

by tropical rainforest, white sand beaches 

and crystal clear waters. There are no 

local villages and the island can be 

explored by foot along the volcanic ridge 

and coastal walkway. Facilities include a 

fine dining restaurant, pool, a variety of 

land and water based activities and spa. 

A harmonious balance between modern 

comforts and traditional Fijian island flair 

exists at this romantic resort. 

The on-site dive centre is PADI 

affiliated. Daily two tank morning 

boat dives operate to 30 secluded dive 

sites encompassing beautiful soft corals, 

off-shore reefs, walls and pinnacles, all 

providing a habitat for a rich and vibrant 

marine life. Unlimited shore diving is 

available. Matangi lies at the heart of 

some exceptional dive sites including the 

‘White Wall’. 

Matangi Island Resort 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Paradise Taveuni Resort (FB) ................................................................ from £3025

Matangi Island Resort (AI) ...................................................................... from £3875

© Andy Lange - www.aquapix.tv
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Diver with Gorgonian fan

Papua New Guinea

Papua New Guinea, also known as the ‘land of the unexpected’, is one of the most exciting, remote and adventurous places on 

the planet. As well as many geographical attractions - tropical islands, towering mountain ranges covered with rainforest, and 

spectacular active volcanoes - Papua New Guinea possess some of the best dive spots in the world, making it a diver’s dream 

destination. Here you will find deep and shallow reefs, coral walls, sheer drops, atolls, passages, lagoons and an incredible 

number of wrecks. Boats, planes and submarines, many from World War II, have been transformed into living coral reefs, home to 

a unique diversity of marine species. We recommend as much time as possible to explore this adventurous destination. Combine 

a liveaboard and land-based option to ensure a memorable and varied journey to one of the last frontiers in the diving world.
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Papua New Guinea 
(Port Moresby)

This tranquil island resort, located half 

an hour from the airport in Port Moresby, 

is a welcome getaway; a place to 

unwind and enjoy Melanesian hospitality. 

Accommodation is in colonial style 

beachfront units. The 23 spacious rooms 

all feature an en-suite bathroom and 

private verandah offering uninterrupted 

views of the Coral Sea. All meals are 

served in the restaurant with local produce 

and speciality meals being the favourite 

amongst guests. There are plenty of land 

and water based activities on offer and it 

takes about an hour to walk around the 

small island. 

The on-site dive centre offers 

adventurous wreck diving in 

Bootless Bay, prolific marine life in the 

Horseshoe Reef Marine Park and an 

outstanding number of species of hard 

corals off Lion Island. The staff are all PADI 

trained and take guests for a two tank 

boat dive in the morning followed by lunch 

and a third dive in the afternoon. Night 

dives are operated on request. The dive 

sites are enjoyed by divers of all levels and 

with plenty of subjects, photographers will 

be kept busy. 

Loloata Island Resort 

At some point during your visit to Papua 

New Guinea you will either need, or want, 

to stay over in Port Moresby. We can offer 

a choice of centrally located modern 

hotels, or if you have a couple of days to 

spare head over to Loloata Island.

It is also possible to combine your diving 

holiday with a visit to the Highlands. 

Spend time visiting the Tari Valley, home 

of the Huli, a colourful and proud people 

still largely living as their ancestors did. 

Mount Hagen, on Rondon Ridge, is home 

to the Melpa people, who have a strong 

culture and still largely live a traditional 

subsistence lifestyle. Please note these 

regions involve a domestic flight transfer.

Dive Worldwide offers a comprehensive 

portfolio of hotels, resorts and liveaboards 

throughout Papua New Guinea. It is also 

possible to break your journey or twin 

centre your holiday in several destinations 

in Southeast Asia.

Speak to a member of the Dive Worldwide 

team to discuss your options, holiday ideas 

and plan your adventure. 

Discover Papua New Guinea 

Climate chart for Port Moresby

Outline Itinerary  

Organising a trip to Papua New Guinea can be logistically challenging. Why not let Dive 

Worldwide smooth the process and offer a number of options, combining elements to 

offer your own ideal itinerary? A good basic start would be:

Days 1 & 2. Fly London to Singapore  Connect with your overnight flight to Port 

Moresby (an over night in Singapore can be arranged to break this long journey)   

Day 3.  Arrival in Port Moresby  You will be met and assisted to your chosen hotel 

in Port Moresby for an overnight stay, before heading onward to a resort or on to a 

liveaboard.  Days 4 to 8.  Relax  Enjoy the fantastic diving experience on offer in 

either New Britain or Tufi.  Day 9. Travel back to Port Moresby  Fly onward to meet 

your liveaboard or head to the highlands for an extraordinary cultural experience. 

Days 10 to 15. Liveaboard, Resort or Cultural Tour  Whatever you decide on, 

Papua New Guinea will not disappoint.  Day 16. Head back to Port Moresby  

Connect with your onward flight home (via Singapore). Day 17. Arrive home.

Aerial Loloata
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Boath areas are a short fl ight away 

from Port Moresby and are blessed with 

stunning marine diversity and a pristine 

underwater environment. 

 

From Tufi , on the mainland, there are two 

distinct types of diving; the outer reef 

system and the sheltered fjords, ideal for 

‘muck diving’ opportunities. Wonderful 

arrays of sponge and shelf corals line the 

walls of the tropical rainforest fjord where 

you can experience a unique macro world. 

The outer reef experience is unsurpassed, 

with dozens of world class dive sites 

and untouched WW ll wrecks, including 

an intact B17 bomber, and abundant, 

spectacular marine life. 

Milne Bay is situated between the 

Solomon and Coral Sea. The two seas 

surge back and forth, fl ushing plankton-

rich lagoon waters with crystal blue 

water from the depths, causing a frantic 

profusion of marine growth. A scene of 

heave fi ghts in WW ll, the entire region 

is littered with wrecks on land and 

underwater. 

Tufi Diving 

This luxurious 36 metre liveaboard 

departs from Milne Bay and offers 

various trips throughout the year with an 

average of nine nights.The boat 

accommodates 16 passengers in eight 

staterooms equipped with air-conditioning 

and all modern amenities expected on a 

Dancer Fleet boat. 

Up to fi ve dives are offered a day over 

seven and a half days (on a 9 night trip). 

The new itinerary in 2011 offers divers 

the chance to dive unexplored areas in 

the region. Photographers will enjoy the 

healthy reefs, wrecks, caves and drift 

dives. Nitrox is available.

Star Dancer 

Located a short fl ight east of Port 

Moresby, this boutique resort is a hidden 

oasis nestled atop a breathtaking fjord 

with panoramic views of the sea and 

mountains. Here you can forget about 

the hustle and bustle of everyday life and 

spend time underwater diving some of the 

best sites in the world. The resort offers 

standard and deluxe accommodation 

with air-conditioning, en-suite bathroom 

and a verandah overlooking the Coral 

Sea or Tufi  Fjord. Facilities include a 

pool, barbeque, gift shop, library with 

satellite TV, restaurant and alfresco bar. 

Activities include nature walks, trekking, 

non-motorised water sports and learn 

how the locals live with the opportunity of 

cultural interaction activities with the local 

villagers. 

Tufi Dive Resort 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return fl ights from the UK, nights as indicated in 

resort or on liveaboard, full board, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Loloata Island Resort (7 nights) ........................................................... from £3095

Tufi  Dive Resort (10 nights) .................................................................... from £3825

Star Dancer (9 nights) ............................................................................... from £3845

Tufi & Walindi 

Discover majestic fjords, beautiful 

reef and rainforest and unexplored 

diving opportunities in the Solomon 

Seas. Blessed with stunning marine 

biodiversity, a pristine environment 

and untouched wrecks from WW ll, 

Tufi  is the ultimate dive destination. 

Walindi Plantation Resort lies on the 

shores of Kimbe Bay. With over 200 

dive sites to explore, divers will be 

amazed at the vivid colours, vibrant, 

healthy and beautiful reefs waiting 

to be discovered. This adventure 

is recommended for underwater 

photographers and divers who enjoy 

pristine diving.

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Depart the UK for Singapore.  

Day 2 Connect with onward fl ight 

to Port Moresby.  Day 3 Arrive Port 

Moresby for overnight stay (RO).  

Day 4 Flight and road transfer to Tufi  

Dive Resort, 7 nights (FB). Five days 

diving.  Day 11 Flight back to Port 

Moresby and onward connection to 

Hoskins. Walindi Plantation Resort, 7 

nights (FB). Five days diving. 

Day 18 Flight to Port Moresby for 

overnight stay (RO).  Day 19 Depart 

Port Moresby for UK (via Singapore). 

Day 20 Arrive UK.

Sunday departures throughout the year.

Cost per person from £4495

Includes return fl ights from the UK, 

16 nights accommodation, meal plan, 

all local transfers, 10 days diving, 

tanks and weights. Sponges © Walindi Plantation Resort

We are a Wantok Papua New Guinea Specialist

The PADI affi liated dive centre 

offers up to three daily boat dives 

to the surrounding fjords and reefs 

throughout the year. Divers and snorkellers 

can experience the diversity and macro 

marine life on the house reef. Expect a 

prolifi c macro life including nudibranch, 

Ghost Pipe Fish, Mandarin Fish and a 

variety of gobies on the pristine reefs. The 

outer reefs are home to large pelagic 

species such as Manta Rays, schooling 

barracuda, tuna and Hammerhead Sharks. 

There are over 30 majestic dive sites to 

explore in these clear tropical waters with 

visibility often exceeding 30 metres. Tufi  

Wharf was occupied by the Japanese and 

there are plenty of wrecks and debris to 

explore. Experienced divers may have the 

chance to explore the deeper wrecks of 

the B17 Bomber (50m) and the cargo ship 

S Jacob (60m).
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Clockwise from top left: Ghostpipefish © Franco Banfi, Star Dancer, Fe Brina

A chain of dormant volcanoes form the 

scenic boundaries of Kimbe Bay, on the 

north side of the island of New Britain, 

encompassing hundreds of submerged 

reefs and more than a dozen islands. Near 

Walindi is Mahonia na Dari, a research 

and conservation centre where scientists 

identified 860 species of fish and 350 

species of corals during one survey alone . 

70% of all coral species in the Indo-Pacific 

region are found in and around New 

Britain. No other dive area in the world can 

boast such diversity. 

World famous dives with names like 

Emma, South Bay, Inglis Shoals, North 

Emma, Christine’s, Susanne’s and Restorf 

Island are only a few of the 200+ reefs 

and dive sites sprinkled throughout Kimbe 

Bay. All are pristine and undamaged. 

Although best explored by liveaboard, 

divers can enjoy a number of fantastic dive 

sites from a land-based holiday option.

New Britain – Kimbe  Bay  

The resort lies on the shores of Kimbe Bay 

and has been inviting guests to explore the 

reefs and surrounding rainforest for over 

25yrs. Transfer is an hour from Hoskins 

airport. There are 12 private bungalows 

and a Plantation House with four rooms. All 

have en-suite bathrooms, are fan cooled 

and guests can relax on the verandah 

at the end of a ‘busy’ day. Personal 

attention and an informal atmosphere 

with friendly staff offering genuine 

hospitality are paramount here. Facilities 

include a swimming pool, restaurant and 

bar with complimentary WiFi available 

in hotspots. Bird watching tours can be 

arranged for those who are interested in 

the phenomenal diversity and endemic 

species found here.

Walindi Dive is PADI affiliated and up to 

three boat dives are offered daily with 

shore diving also possible. The coral 

reefs and marine life around Walindi are 

extraordinarily rich and Kimbe Bay is 

home to over half the coral species in the 

world! Vivid colours, vibrant, healthy and 

beautiful reefs make this an underwater 

photographers dream. The coral gardens 

and reefs are home to a diverse variety of 

fish, crustaceans and invertebrates. Larger 

pelagics such as schooling barracuda, 

jacks and a range of shark species are 

regularly sighted. There is an interesting 

shallow dive on a WW ll Zero aeroplane 

wreck lying on a sandy bottom. Nitrox is 

available.

Walindi Plantation Resort 

This well equipped  22 metre 

liveaboard is based at Walindi 

Plantation Resort offering various trips 

throughout the year on a series of five to 

ten night cruises. FeBrina is an intimate 

vessel accommodating 12 guests in seven 

air-conditioned cabins with a variety of 

configurations, three with en-suite 

bathrooms at the forward section of the 

lower deck. The dive deck is spacious and 

access to the crystal clear waters is a step 

away. Underwater photographers are 

catered for with dedicated facilities 

including camera and video rental.

FeBrina  

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 10 nights in resort 

or on liveaboard, full board, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Walindi Plantation Resort ........................................................................ from £3095

FeBrina liveaboard (Signature Itinerary) ........................................... from £4465

Up to five dives are offered daily. The 

boat cruises the spectacular dive areas 

of Kimbe Bay and remote offshore reefs 

including the Witu Islands and Fathers 

Reef. The underwater topography is 

volcanic with nutrient rich currents 

allowing for a prolific marine life. Schools 

of pelagics abound the world renowned 

Lama Shoals and divers can expect to 

see sharks, tuna, turtles, rays as well as 

invertebrate species and plenty of reef fish. 

Nitrox is available.

.

Dolphins © Walindi

Gorgonian and diver © Darck Sepiola
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Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 10 nights in resort 

or on liveaboard, meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Uepi Island Resort (FB) ............................................................................ from £3570

Sanbis Island Resort (RO) ....................................................................... from £3845

Bilikiki liveaboard (FB) .............................................................................. from £4595

Solomon Islands

With a total population of 300,000 there are very few cities and most people still live a very basic life in the villages. Tourism is only starting to discover this precious part of the 

Pacific. Travelling to the Solomon Islands remains an adventure even today, but those who make the effort will not be disappointed. The islands have a well-deserved reputation 

as being amongst the world’s best destinations for scuba divers and snorkellers. The archipelago of 992 islands is divided into nine provinces. The Solomons played a strategic 

role during World War ll, and this is born out by the number of naval wrecks in the deep waters of Iron Bottom Sound. The walls, reefs, pinnacles and coral gardens are what 

many divers come to the Solomons to enjoy. Brilliant soft and hard corals, huge sea fans and a world of pelagics, as well as many unidentified species of reef fish make diving in 

the Solomons an adventure you won’t forget.  The liveaboards offer the best dive sites from secluded islands while the resorts offer divers spectacular adventures in the Marovo 

Lagoon in the western province off New Georgia Island. 

This luxurious 40 metre liveaboard 

departs Honiara on seven, ten or 

14 night adventures (Mar-Dec) to explore 

the Florida and Russell Islands, Mborokua 

(Mary) Island and Marovo Lagoon (14 

nights). Accommodating 20 divers in ten 

air-conditioned, en-suite cabins, the boat 

is spacious and comfortable. Facilities 

include sun decks with shaded areas, a 

photo room, a salon with large screen LCD 

TV and DVD, and an extensive dive deck 

with ample storage space for equipment. 

Surface intervals between dives are often 

used to visit the island villages close by, 

and experience some of their extraordinary 

hospitality and colourful culture.

Up to five dives a day are offered in the 

nutrient rich waters supporting a wealth 

of marine life. All dives are from a tender. 

Water temperature is a warm 28C year 

round and visibility can be up to 40 

metres. Underwater topography includes 

sheer walls, pinnacles and channels, 

where photographers will get to capture 

huge numbers of schooling barracuda and 

lion fish, octopus, anemone fish, sharks 

and Manta Rays. The trips include some 

wreck diving. Nitrox is available.

MV Bilikiki 

Situated at the edge of the world’s longest 

lagoon (Marovo), the resort offers a unique 

paradise experience and first class dive 

sites. Visitors arrive by light aircraft into 

Seghe and are transported across the 

lagoon to this tranquil island exclusive to 

Uepi guests. Accommodation is either in 

a spacious, well appointed bungalow, unit 

or guestroom. All have private bathrooms 

and are fan cooled. Although there are 

32 beds, 20 guests is considered to be a 

full house at this intimate resort. Meals 

are based around fresh local seafood and 

organically grown fruits and vegetables.

The on-site dive centre is SSI 

affiliated and offers daily boat and 

shore diving. Waters are often very clear 

and tidal currents make the deep water 

passage adjacent to the island (The Slot) a 

prime habitat for colourful corals and 

sponges as well as reef fish and pelagics. 

Uepi typifies the diversity seen throughout 

the Solomon Islands - ultra close 

encounters with families of Manta are 

possible and it may be possible to see 

Orcas, Pacific Sailfish & Marlin. Wreck 

enthusiasts will enjoy the ‘Bapita Trip’, a 

full day exploring WW ll wrecks. 

 

Uepi Island Resort 

Located on a secluded island, visitors 

arrive by light aircraft and a short boat ride 

from Gizo. The resort features six exclusive 

beach bungalows. set amidst coastal 

trees and coconut palms, with a verandah 

overlooking the tranquil lagoon and your 

own sandy beach. This inimate eco-

friendly resort offers modern amenities 

and plenty of activities for those wanting 

to explore the tropical jungle. Alternatively, 

relax at the bar watching the sunset over 

Simbo Island or plunge into the warm 

crystal clear waters teeming with life. The 

resort is suited for adults looking to get 

away from the world, as no children under 

12yrs old can stay here. Facilities also 

include WiFi internet access for those who 

want to keep in touch with the outside 

world during their stay in paradise.

Sanbis Island Resort 

Solomon Watersport is a PADI 

affiliated dive centre who operate 

daily boat dives to over 20 magnificent 

dive sites. The house reef is a macro 

photographers dream and host to two 

plane wrecks, mainly inhabited by 

Frogfish. Most of the islands in this 

province are ringed by coral and offer a 

wide variety of dive sites, from shallow 

water atolls to plunging walls and 

sensational WW ll wrecks. The marine life 

is spectacular, resulting in some of the 

most photogenic seascapes in the world. 

‘Grand Central Station’ is one of the best 

fish dives in the Solomons. Drift along with 

schools of Spanish mackerel, barracuda, 

sharks and rays. ‘Hot Spot’ is an undersea 

atoll rising from the deep, and playing host 

to large pelagics, colourful coral and seven 

types of anemone fish, a diver’s dream 

dive.
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Vanuatu

Vanuatu is an archipelago of 83 islands with a unique blend of intact tribal communities, resorts, beaches and geography, 

ranging from accessible volcanoes to pristine underwater environments, offering unique and memorable experiences. The 

small country is divided into six provinces and has a rich culture, with a population of 220,000 speaking over 113 languages. 

The islands of Efate and Espiritu Santo were used as allied military bases during World War ll due to their magnificent natural 

harbours, a safe haven for a naval fleet. Lying south of the Solomon Islands, Vanuatu is also accessible from Australia, only a 

three and a half hour flight from Sydney. Diving highlights include ‘The Cathedral’ cavern and ‘Paul’s Rock’ (a haven for turtles) 

on Efate and the impressive wreck of the ‘President Coolidge’ on Espiritu Santo. 
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Vanuatu (Tana)

Port Vila, is a delightful, waterfront town 

situated on the main island of Efate. It 

also offers a variety of dive sites and a 

multitude of marine life, with running 

currents bringing in large pelagic species. 

Many of the best dive sites are only 

minutes away. Port Vila harbour offers an 

impressive range of wreck diving - planes 

and ships. Highlights being the wreck 

of the three-masted square rigger, the 

‘Star of Russia,’ and, sitting in 36 metres 

of water, the ex-Qantas seaplane the 

‘Tasman’.

For spectacular coral reefs and clear 

water drop-offs, full day sailing cruises 

are offered to the offshore islands of 

North Efate. These cruises are designed 

to cater to both dive groups and those 

looking to sail, snorkel and admire the 

coastal scenery. Diving highlights include 

the extensive cavern and tunnel system 

of Tukutuku, where dugong, grouper and 

sharks are often seen and the ancient 

volcanic plugs of Hat Island and Paul’s 

Reef, with their rich diversity of marine life 

and gin clear water. Perfect for underwater 

photographers.

Efate & Port Vila 

A combination of resort and hotel, this 

modern and stylish boutique property 

offers great value for money for 

adventurous travellers looking to discover 

Vanuatu. Located on the harbour in Port 

Vila the property comprises of 30 air-

conditioned, en-suite rooms traditionally 

designed with modern amenities. 

Facilities include a restaurant, bar, infinity 

swimming pool, extensive tour desk and 

WiFi internet access. A comfortable and 

affordable property with a healthy ‘buzz’, 

catering for all types of travellers, this is a 

popular place to stay.

We recommend diving with 

Nautilus Watersports who will 

arrange transfers to their diving base for 

your diving needs.

Moorings Hotel 

A stunning private island resort set in 

lush tropical gardens with panoramic 

ocean views and only a three minute boat 

ride from the mainland. This 4* property 

features a comprehensive range of room 

types and activities whether you’re looking 

to relax and pamper yourself, or spend 

your day in the water or go trekking, 

there’s something to keep everyone busy 

here in paradise. The majority of the 

129 rooms are traditional island style 

bungalows, farés, all with air-conditioning 

and modern amenities including satellite 

TV. Resort facilities include swimming 

pools, a day spa, gym, a tennis court,a 

variety of restaurants and bars including 

the award winning Michener’s Restaurant, 

the Grand Casino (nearby) and a 

comprehensive range of complimentary 

non-motorised water sports. 

We recommend diving with 

Nautilus Watersports who will 

arrange transfers to their diving base for 

your diving needs.

Iririki Island Resort & Spa 

The PADI affiliated dive centre is the 

longest running in Vanuatu, offering a 

range of courses and equipment rental 

with custom built dive boats and an 

experienced professional staff all helping 

you to enjoy the fascinating dive sites near 

to Port Vila. 

Daily boat dives (morning and afternoon) 

operate to the reefs of Mele Bay, Havannah 

Harbour and Pango Peninsula, where 

divers will enjoy encounters with huge 

schools of fish, Manta Rays and turtles, 

as well as some spectacular healthy hard 

corals. 

There are a few wreck dives which are a 

popular lead up to the President Cooldige 

on Santo. Night dives on reefs or wrecks 

are available on request. Visibility often 

exceeds 30 metres and diving is operated 

throughout the year. No matter where you 

are staying, part of the friendly service is 

a complimentary pick up/drop off at your 

chosen accommodation around Port Vila.

Nautilus Watersports 

Climate chart for Tana
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Offering daily full day trips on board the 

13 metre trimaran ‘Golden Wing’, Sailaway 

Cruises operate genuine sailing trips for 

divers, snorkellers and sailing enthusiasts 

from Havannah Harbour in North Efate 

to the Hat Islands and Paul’s Rock. 

Accommodating up to 28 passengers the 

daily trips include snorkelling and diving 

opportunities as well as visits to pristine 

beaches and the chance to explore Feles 

Cave on Lelepa Island. Discover the 

diverse marine life of the vibrant reefs, 

drop-offs and caverns including the Grotto 

of Clams and the King’s Grave. This is a 

great opportunity to explore further afield 

and is an adventurous day out for water 

sports enthusiasts.

Sailaway Cruises  
Top Tip 

It is possible to island hop between 

countries in the South Pacific. With 

airline schedules evolving all the 

time, you can discover more than one 

destination during your holiday. Ask a 

member of the Dive Worldwide Team 

for current holiday options.

Overlooking the crystal clear San Michel 

Bay, Coral Quays offers a taste of the 

wonderfully unhurried Melanesian lifestyle. 

Amidst extensive tropical grounds, there 

are 18 light and comfortable rooms with 

air-conditioning or ceiling fans, an en-suite 

bathroom and ocean or garden views. The 

widely regarded restaurant offers local 

organically grown foods and freshly caught 

seafood. Facilities include a terrace, 

swimming pool, health spa, tour desk and 

complimentary WiFi. Explore Luganville’s 

township and bustling market by bicycle or 

relax in a hammock watching the world go 

by. There are plenty of activities available, 

the level of participation is entirely up to 

you at this friendly resort. 

We recommend diving with Aquamarine 

who will arrange transfers to their diving 

base for your diving needs.

Coral Quays Resort 

A 45 minute flight north brings you to 

the largest of Vanuatu’s islands, blessed 

with beautiful white sand beaches, lush 

rainforest, blue holes, crystal clear waters 

and world-class dive sites. Santo is from a 

time past, where people still come in from 

the jungle to trade for necessities and 

then fade back into the shadows, amongst 

the WW ll Dakotas and hangars that lie 

scattered in the thick tropical jungle. 

The most famous remnant of the allied 

troops’ occupation is the wreck of the SS 

President Coolidge, a luxury liner used as 

a troop ship during WW ll. Divers need an 

average of 13 dives in order to explore the 

entirety of the 200 metre long vessel lying 

near to the shore in waters 20-72 metres 

deep with munitions, military supplies and 

personal belongings scattered across the 

ocean floor.

Another underwater highlight is ‘Million 

Dollar Point’, where the US Navy dumped 

tonnes of valuable machinery and supplies 

after the war. ‘Chails Reef’ is a stunning 

reef dive located in calm waters with 

an amazing variety of coral and marine 

life from crayfish to sharks. Large chain 

nets ran the length of the channel to Aore 

Island to block submarines during the war. 

Since they were collapsed, the reef has 

been growing on them, making ‘Sub Nets’ 

an unusual dive site.

Whether it is a trip to Champagne Beach 

or a look for some of the WW II wreckage 

scattered in the undergrowth, there are 

plenty of places to explore above ground 

as well.

Espiritu Santo 

A working coconut plantation, this private 

and secluded waterfront retreat lies just 

across the Segond Channel from Santo. 

Ancient archaeological artefacts from 

the first Melanesian settlers have been 

found on site. Built on a flat coastal area 

overlooked by a lush tropical rainforest, 

the 18 traditional bungalows have been 

built along the waterfront and in the 

tropical gardens. All are furnished with 

air-conditioning, an en-suite bathroom 

and a private balcony. Facilities include 

a swimming pool, and a large waterfront 

‘Nakmal’ with wide terrace which is 

centre piece of the resort housing the 

restaurant, bar and lounge area. Local 

tours encourage visitors to discover 

the rainforest and relics of WW ll or 

explore the pristine reef by snorkelling or 

traditional outrigger canoe.

We recommend diving with 

Aquamarine who will arrange 

transfers to their diving base for your 

diving needs.

Aore Island Resort 

A PADI, SSI, SDI and TDI affiliated 

dive resort offering a 

comprehensive range of courses for 

recreational and technical divers through 

to instructor level. Boat and shore diving 

are offered throughout the year and this is 

a rewarding destination for those looking 

to further their technical diving skills in 

warm water (average 26C) with excellent 

visibility.

With over 20 dive sites on the SS 

President Coolidge, divers can enjoy 

exploring the wreck throughout their stay. 

There are a number of other magnificent 

sites to discover including other 

wrecks, magnificent reefs abound with 

gorgonian fan corals and an abundance 

of marine life, caves, swimthroughs and 

the freshwater inland dives in the blue 

holes. A 3mm wetsuit is recommended. 

Nitrox, Trimix twins, bands and sorb for 

rebreathers are available.

Aquamarine 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 10 nights in resort, 

breakfast, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Moorings Hotel ............................................................................................ from £2645

Iririki Island Resort ..................................................................................... from £2985

Coral Quays Resort ................................................................................... from £3145

Aore Island Resort...................................................................................... from £3190

Champagne Beach © Andy Lange 
www.aquapix.tv

Million Dollar Point © Andy Lange  
www.aquapix.tv
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Tonga

The Kingdom of Tonga is an archipelago of over 170 islands relatively unchanged from its Western discovery in the 17th century. 

A culturally authentic destination with a relaxing pace of life and an unspoilt, genuine feel about everything, there is plenty 

to experience here. Only a fraction of the reefs have been explored, offering divers plenty to discover. Underwater visibility is 

astounding, allowing clear views of Tonga’s undulating seascape; hard coral gardens, towering pinnacles, schools of open water 

pelagic species and gaping caverns. Humpback Whales travel from the Antarctic and arrive in Tonga to mate and give birth in 

the warm and sheltered waters, affording visitors the unique opportunity to view mothers and calves in close proximity (Jul-Oct). 

Tonga is one of the few places in the world where it is possible to snorkel with these magnificent mammals.

The islands of Tonga are divided into four 

groups with Nuku’alofa, the capital being 

located on the main island of Tongatapu. 

More developed than its neighbours, it 

still maintains an unhurried and peaceful 

lifestyle. More of a transit town, a short 

time can be spent exploring the island’s 

historical sites, blow holes and Anahulu 

Caves. Dive Worldwide will arrange 

suitable accommodation on your way to 

the Ha’apai or Vava’u island groups.

Tongatapu 

The Ha’apai Group is Tonga’s best 

kept secret, with friendly people, an 

uncanny sense of timelessness, white 

sand beaches, balmy breezes and warm 

waters teeming with tropical fish. There 

are 60 small islands of which, only 17 

are inhabited. With virtually no tourism, 

these small islands with traditional fishing 

villages and fantastic beaches, are truly 

enchanting. 

A highlight of the diving in Ha’apai is the 

geography of the reefs themselves. There 

are caves, canyons, caverns and tunnels 

to explore on just about every dive, with 

probably many more yet to be discovered. 

There are also vertical walls, fast flowing 

passes and colourful coral gardens. Hard 

corals dominate the reefs but there are 

also gorgonian fans and soft corals to 

be found. The annual highlight is when 

the Humpback Whales pass through the 

islands (Jul-Oct), a breathtaking encounter.

Ha’apai 

Located on a secluded white sand beach 

on the north shore of Foa Island, the resort 

is a 45 minute scenic plane journey from 

the main island of Tongatapu. There are 12 

European style falés with panoramic ocean 

views which are a few steps from the 

crystal clear waters. All are well equipped 

with a few home comforts, ceiling fans, an 

en-suite bathroom and a private verandah. 

There are a few essential facilities 

including a restaurant, bar and library. 

Complimentary activities include the use of 

bicycles and kayaks. A tranquil resort, this 

is for those looking to relax, get away from 

modern technology and enjoy the silence.

 

Sandy Beach Resort 

The PADI affiliated Happy Ha’api 

Dive Centre is on site. Daily boat 

dives operate throughout the year with a 

maximum of four divers per guide. Dive 

sites are found within the shelter of the 

islands and barrier reef as well as in the 

open water, providing opportunities for 

larger pelagic encounters. The underwater 

topography is a highlight in itself, with 

caves, canyons, tunnels, seamounts and 

coral gardens to explore. Marine life is 

prolific with sightings of turtles, Eagle Rays 

and sea snakes seen regularly. 
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This luxurious 36 metre yacht sails the 

waters of Tonga offering Humpback 

Whale Expeditions (Jul-Sep). The ten night 

trips depart from Nuku’alofa and sail 

north to the Ha’api group. It is here that 

the greatest number of whale pods are 

known to congregate. Accommodating 

up to 18 guests in nine air-conditioned 

elegantly appointed cabins, each with a 

private bathroom, the boat features all the 

creature comforts of a quality land-based 

resort. There are two cabins with bunks, 

the others feature a double or twin beds. 

Facilities include a large sundeck, a 

spacious dive platform and a dedicated 

camera room.

The trips offer excellent diving 

opportunities with at least one dive 

planned each day on the majestic coral 

reefs. Days on board are focussed on 

spotting, observing, photographing and 

swimming with whales, kayaking or 

visiting a local village. The activity of the 

whales largely determines the daily course 

with the boat, mooring in the afternoon 

near a dive site. The itinerary aims to 

include time for whales, volcanoes and 

virgin coral reefs.

Tonga Nai’a 

Vava’u is an idyllic vision of brilliant blue 

water surrounding shallow fringing reefs 

and high island peaks. Dramatic coastal 

caves lie beneath the water, harbouring 

sharks, lobster and schooling fish, and 

forming intriguing dive sites. One such site 

is ‘Mariner’s Cave’, the entrance of which 

is about three metres deep and tunnels six 

metres into a submerged ledge of coral. 

The diving in Vava’u is spectacular and 

diverse. Visibility averages 30 metres and 

the water is warm all year round. There 

are untouched hard corals, colourful 

soft coral gardens and an abundance of 

gorgonian fans. Add this to unique caves, 

underwater archways, the opportunity to 

encounter migrating Humpback Whales 

and the chance to explore the 122 metre 

long wreck of the ‘Clan McWilliam’ (sitting 

upright and still intact over 50 years later) 

you can look forward to the holiday of a 

lifetime!

Vava’u 

The southern most inhabited island in 

the Vava’u archipelago, this eco-resort is 

a tranquil oasis where you can discover 

Tonga’s beautiful white coral beaches 

fringed by colourful coral reefs in a 

completely private setting. There are four 

traditional and beautiful Tongan falés, all 

boasting spectacular, private beach views 

and the opportunity to watch whales from 

your accommodation! The resort utilises 

solar panels to supply power and adaptors 

are available so that cameras and phones 

can be charged. A walk way connects your 

accommodation to the restaurant, bar and 

well stocked library. WiFi internet access 

is available. 

Dive Vava’u is PADI, NAUI, SDI, TDI 

and IANTD (Technical) affiliated 

and collect divers each morning to explore 

the fascinating local dive sites. Mounu in 

Tongan means ‘bait fish,’ and huge 

numbers of sardines shoal in the shallow 

waters around the island. During the 

summer months, turtles nest on the island 

and Humpback Whales inhabit the waters 

from Jul-Nov. Facilities include a full 

service photographic and video centre. 

Nitrox is available.

 

Mounu Island Resort  

A boutique resort located on tranquil Kapa 

Island in the beautiful Vava’u group, the 

resort is a tropical island getaway. There 

are four luxurious falés furnished with air-

conditioning, an en-suite bathroom, WiFi 

internet access and a private deck with 

panoramic ocean views. The beachside 

restaurant and bar offers local and 

international food and drinks. Snorkellers 

enjoy easy access to one of the best local 

sites, ‘Japanese Gardens’ which is just 

metres from the beach.

Dive Vava’u collect divers each 

morning to explore the coral 

gardens, undulating reefs, walls, caverns 

and a local wreck. The marine life is 

diverse and prolific including blue ribbon 

eels, mandarin fish and Humpback Whales 

in season. Nitrox is available.

Reef Resort 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 10 nights in resort 

or on a liveaboard, meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Sandy Beach Resort (B) .......................................................................... from £3055

Mounu Island Resort (FB) ....................................................................... from £3825

Reef Resort (FB) .......................................................................................... from £3395

Tonga Nai’a liveaboard (FB) ................................................................... from £4615

Crinoids with boat © Karen Varndell
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Australia boasts numerous world-class diving opportunities along its expansive coastline including the Great Barrier 

Reef, Ningaloo, Rowley Shoals and Great White Shark encounters in South Australia. Dive Worldwide offer a hand-picked 

selection of liveaboards throughout the destination to ensure divers a memorable and personable experience. Underwater 

highlights include Osprey and Ribbon Reefs in the Coral Sea on board the Spirit of Freedom, the chance of a Whale Shark 

encounter on the west coast (Apr-May) and extreme shark diving in the Neptune Islands. We understand that a holiday to 

Australia often includes land based options and several weeks travel. Speak to a member of the Dive Worldwide Team to 

discuss your itinerary and options to enhance your holiday experience Down Under.

Divers are spoilt for choice on the west 

coast with the chance to dive deserted 

islands and wrecks, swim with Whale 

Sharks and explore remote coral reefs.

Head north to Broome to experience some 

of the most healthy coral reefs on the 

planet. From here, head out to Rowley 

Shoals on a liveaboard, an undiscovered 

diver’s paradise. The spectacular coral 

gardens are home to giant clams, potato 

cod and Maori wrasse. Discover over 200 

species of coral and over 650 species of 

fish. The diving season is short (Oct-Dec) 

but well worth the effort!

Once back on land, take the opportunity 

to discover the mysteries of the Kimberley 

on a camping trip. Visit Aboriginal 

communities, discover the cave networks 

of Tunnel Creek and explore the 

picturesque Windjana and Bell gorges. 

There are two scheduled trips in October 

2011.

Western Australia 

This 26 metre custom built luxury 

catamaran departs Broome for a 

seven night adventure to Rowley Shoals 

(Oct-Dec) annually. Accommodating 14 

passengers in seven air-conditioned, 

en-suite executive staterooms equipped 

with modern amenities, the boat is 

spacious and comfortable. The large open 

lounge invites guests to relax and watch a 

DVD on the large flat screen. Other 

facilities include alfresco dining, a spa on 

the foredeck and tenders for transporting 

guests to islands and dive sites. The 

onboard helicopter allows for transfers and 

optional scenic flights.

Dive on one of the ocean’s largest untouched 

coral gardens with an immense diversity 

of corals and marine life. Three pristine 

coral atolls rise from the deep, at the very 

edge of the world’s widest continental 

shelf. Visibility ranges from 20-30 metres 

in the warm tropical water. Highlights 

include ‘Western Wall’ and ‘Tiger Alley’ 

where divers encounter schools of tuna, 

mackerel and cod. Spectacular drift dives 

and the chance to see sailfish in the 

‘Mermaid Channel’ and schooling 

Hammerhead Sharks at the ‘Big Blue’ are 

a real prospect and delight for divers.

MV Great Escape 

Dive with the world’s most feared, 

and most famous shark and 

experience the ultimate diving adventure. 

Mature Great White Sharks, seen in South 

Australia, can exceed four metres in 

length. Maximise your time with the 

sharks by joining the Princess ll on a four 

night trip around the Neptune Islands. By 

staying out on location, there are no daily 

transfer hassles to detract from your dive 

time and the boat offers unmatched 

comfort in terms of accommodation, 

entertainment and facilities. With amazing 

wildlife, sunrises and sunsets all around, 

you have all the time you need to fully 

enjoy the experience of a lifetime.

The trip offers unrivalled access to cage 

dives, with 12 full time diver positions 

available in three surface cages. In 

addition, a very special feature of this 

vessel is the ‘bottom diving cage’ which 

is lowered beneath the surface, or even to 

the ocean floor, offering an unforgettable 

experience of Great Whites swimming 

around and above you. 

Non-divers will enjoy spectacular ‘topside’ 

views of the sharks and the chance to 

encounter the wildlife on visits to the 

unique islands. The boat departs Port 

Lincoln, a 45 minute flight from Adelaide 

and the main viewing season is May-Oct, 

when the water temperature is 16C on 

average.

Princess ll  

Liveaboard Selection Price Guide 

The following per person prices include number of nights as indicated on liveaboard, 

full board, and diving package with tanks and weights.

Spirit of Freedom (7 nights) .................................................................... from £2145

Princess ll (4 nights) .................................................................................. from £1895

MV Great Escape (7 nights) .................................................................... from £3695

This is an elegant air-conditioned 

vessel, with 12 spacious, en-suite 

cabins, huge dive deck and a comfortable 

bar. Even with a full boat (26 guests), 

everyone can find their own private space, 

and the electronic stabilisers make her 

very comfortable even in high seas. The 

vessel boasts a luxury salon equipped with 

wide screen TV, projector and DVD. Diving 

is mostly from the dive deck, but there are 

also two tenders.

We recommend the seven night itinerary, 

Cod Hole, Ribbon Reefs and Coral Sea 

Adventure. This departs Cairns on a 

Monday. Along the ‘Ribbons’ you will 

encounter clouds of colourful tropical fish, 

an incredible variety of vibrant healthy 

corals, giant clams, anemones, huge 

schools of cruising pelagics, and a family 

of giant potato cod. The trip includes two 

days at Osprey Reef in the Coral Sea. An 

old volcanic atoll lying 220 km off the 

coast, Osprey Reef is renowned for its 

spectacular walls up to 1000 metres deep, 

its massive soft corals, shark action, and 

exceptional visibility. ‘North Horn’ is a site 

where grey reef, silvertips, and the 

occasional oceanic shark congregate. Up 

to 26 dives are included during the week, 

returning to Cairns on a Monday. 

We recommend that divers hold at least an 

advanced diving qualification. Nitrox is 

available.

Spirit of Freedom 
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wreck, the Red Giant (Marlborough 

Sounds). In 1986, this 170 metre luxurious 

cruise liner sunk under mysterious 

circumstances and became one of the 

most accessible diving wrecks of the 

modern era. Still intact, the wreck is a 

treasure trove of artefacts. Everything from 

bottles of Russian vodka to a fully stocked 

library awaits you below deck.

Day 13 Diving Riwaka Caverns. A 

relatively easy freshwater cave dive, 

reached via a short bush walk and entered 

through a three metre sump. The highlight 

of the dive is the massive chamber at 

the end of the second sump. Here scuba 

equipment is removed and stalactite and 

stalagmite formations can be admired and 

explored. The sheer size of this chamber 

is totally unexpected - a magnificent 

waterfall of pink limestone cascades ten 

metres down one side. 

Day 14  Drive to Christchurch and depart 

for UK.

Departures throughout the year

Cost per person from £3580 

Land only. Includes 14 nights mid-range 

accommodation, car hire, breakfast daily 

and 17 dives with equipment. Excludes 

domestic and international flights.

From left: The Mikhail Lermentov © John Liddiard, Stingrays - Poor Knights
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New Zealand offers divers so many adventures and experiences along its 15,000 kilometre coastline and islands. The North 

Island is the main attraction with its temperate waters, however there is plenty to discover in the cooler climes of the South 

Island. Above water, there are mountainous landscapes, lush forests, endemic wildlife species and a friendly multicultural 

society, all welcoming travellers to explore this beautiful, compact island nation. Diving highlights include the Poor Knights 

Islands Marine Reserve, wrecks such as the Rainbow Warrior, spectacular topography in the Bay of Islands, White Island 

Volcano and Riwaka Caverns. Below, we outline two journeys of discovery for recreational and technical divers which 

incorporate plenty of diving highlights in New Zealand.

Day 1 From Auckland, drive to Tutukaka 

on the Paradise Coast (2.5 hours). This is a 

tranquil stretch of coastline with stunning 

beaches and coastal walks.

Day 2 Diving the Poor Knights Marine 

Reserve. Named by Jacques Cousteau as 

one of the top 10 dive sites in the world, 

the warm currents allow for a unique 

blend of subtropical and temperate marine 

life. Divers can observe over 125 species 

of fish, soft corals, vibrant sponges, 

sting rays, kelp forests and Rikoriko, an 

immense sea cave reputed to have hidden 

a marauding Japanese submarine during 

WW ll. 

Day 3  Diving the Twin Wrecks (Tutukaka 

Coast) of HMNZS Waikato and Tui, scuttled 

to create artificial reefs, lying at 30 

metres. Drive to the Bay of Islands, New 

Zealand’s Winterless North, with 144 

islands, secluded bays and an abundance 

of marine life including marlin, whales, 

penguins and dolphins.

Day 4  Dive the Rainbow Warrior. 

Controversially bombed and sunk in 1985, 

this artificial reef has matured into an 

ever-growing host to marine life and is 

an excellent shallow water wreck dive 

suitable for certified open water divers. It 

is the home to schools of golden snapper 

and john dory making this, one of the 

world’s most famous wrecks, a most 

memorable dive.

Day 5  Diving the Wonders of Cape Brett. 

This striking headland includes the famous 

Hole in the Rock tunnel, Cathedral Cave on 

Piercy Island, and the dramatic Deepwater 

Cove. Kingfish, kahawai, trevally, and 

Self Drive Adventure & Diving 

New Zealand

maomao cruise the sheer rock faces, 

which plunge to 37 metres in places.

Day 6  Dive the Wreck of the HMNZS 

Canterbury (F421). Scuttled in 2007 this 

is becoming a popular artificial reef for 

marine life and divers to explore. Sitting 

upright on the ocean floor in sheltered 

waters, this is a spectacular dive 

especially for enthusiastic underwater 

photographers.

Day 7 Drive to the Coromandel. Take time 

to relax and enjoy the beautiful beaches 

and native bush.

Day 8 Diving the Aldermen Islands 

(Coromandel Coast). Located 20 km off 

the coast, this series of island peaks are 

remnants of volcanoes with spectacular 

scenery, great visibility and a varied 

marine life, these are often compared with 

the Poor Knights.

Day 9  Drive to Whakatane - The Bay of 

Plenty, a beautiful town with wonderful 

bush walks, recreational activities and 

panoramic seascapes.

Day 10 White Island Volcano (Bay of 

Plenty). A unique opportunity to dive a 

live volcano with an abundant variety 

of marine life including king fish, sting 

rays and large schools of blue maomao, 

this is an exciting dive. What makes it 

truly unique are the bubbling underwater 

fissures creating an underwater jacuzzi.

Day 11  Fly to  Picton, South Island. This 

waterfront village is nestled between the 

hills and sea at the top of the South Island, 

New Zealand’s gateway to the glorious 

sunny Marlborough Sounds Maritime Park.

Day 12  Diving the Mikhael Lermontov 
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Technical Diving Tour  

Certified technical divers need look 

no further for an adventure around 

New Zealand. Following a similar 

itinerary to the recreational self drive 

outlined on this page, we can offer 

you an unforgettable technical diving 

adventure. Diving includes deep 

walls, wrecks and plenty of large 

pelagic species. The local dive guides 

are technically trained, understand 

the needs and procedures for 

technical divers and will guide you 

safely within your limits to see some 

fantastic dive sites.

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Auckland to Tutukaka.  

Day 2 & 3 Poor Knights Marine 

Reserve by liveaboard.  Day 4 Twin 

Wrecks, Tutukaka Coast.  Day 5 

Drive to the Bay of Islands.  Day 6, 
7 and 8 Diving Cape Brett.  Day 
9 Fly to Blenheim. Transfer to Dive 

Lodge.  Day 10, 11, 12, 13 Diving 

the Mikhael Lermontov ‘Red Giant’ 

wreck.  Day 14 Train from Picton to 

Christchurch. Depart for UK.

Departures throughout the year

Cost per person from £3845

Land only. Includes 14 nights 

accommodation, 32 meals and 9 

days compact medium car hire. 

Includes 26 guided dives, all twin 

tank hire, air and Nitrox where 

available. Excludes all flights. Based 

on minimum of four divers.
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Diving highlights

to suit everyone, from vibrant coral reefs 

and cave diving in Mexico to ancient 

monuments and the jungle of Belize.

Whale Sharks   Belize, Honduras, 

Galapagos Islands

Ancient monuments   Belize, Guatemala, 

Mexico

Wildlife   Belize, Costa Rica, Galapagos 

Islands

Great White Sharks   Guadalupe Island, 

Mexico

Hammerhead Sharks   Galapagos Islands, 

Cocos & Malpelo Islands

Olive Ridley & Leatherback Turtles   

Costa Rica

Cave (Cenotes) Diving   Mexico

a fascinating abundance of tropical and 

temperate fi sh species, where penguins 

swim with tropical fi sh and iguanas 

feed underwater. Costa Rica enjoys a 

world-renowned system of protected 

areas, covering nearly a quarter of its 

territory, and offers over 1,200 kilometres 

of coastline stretched along two oceans, 

highlights of which feature snorkelling 

with Humpback Whales and diving with 

giant Manta Rays. 

Central America offers you a choice of 

some of the world’s most colourful and 

exciting destinations, both on land and 

beneath the waves. The range of activities 

is extensive and there really is something 

Diving the Americas incorporates world 

class diving adventures in the Sea of 

Cortez, the Gulf of Mexico, through the 

Caribbean Sea, into the South Pacifi c 

Ocean and on to the Galapagos Islands. 

Explore distinctive and unique lands, 

vibrant national parks, lush rainforests, 

lava fi elds, golden beaches and ancient 

ruins, remnants of long gone civilisations. 

Enjoy the amazing, unique, biodiversity 

of the Galapagos Islands, Belize’s rich 

wildlife, including rare Black Howler 

Monkeys, and Costa Rica’s rich bird life.

The terrestrial marvels are more than 

matched by the underwater topography, 

fl ora and fauna. From the incredibly rich 

Sea of Cortez where some of the most 

impressive pelagics gather, such as 

Hammerhead Sharks, and Orca Whales, to 

Malpelo Island with its schools of Silky 

Sharks and Whale Sharks everywhere! 

The warm and cold water mixes in a 

complex system of currents that meet in 

the Galapagos Island group and ensure 

C A R I B B E A N

S E A

G U L F  O F

M E X I C O

H U D S O N

B A Y

S O U T H  

P A C I F I C

 O C E A N Cocos Islands

La Paz
Cabo San Lucas

Socorro Islands

Malpelo Islands

Guayaquil

Belize City

Playa del Corel

Roatan

Sea of Cortez

Cano Island

Quito

Mexico City

Yucatan Peninsula

Churchill

Winnipeg

St Johns - Newfoundland

Newfoundland

Riding Mouintain National Park

GUATEMALA
HONDURAS

MEXICO

COSTA RICA

PANAMA

NICARAGUA

CUBA

HAITI DOMINICAN 
REP.

BRAZILBOLIVIA

COLOMBIA

ECUADOR

GALAPAGOS ISLANDS

PERU

VENEZUELA

Genovesa

San Cristóbal

Santa Cruz

Seymour

Santiago

Fernandina

Isabela
Floreana

Española

Pinta

Wolf
Darwin

Marchena

March

Dive with schools of Hammerhead 

Sharks, Manta Rays and Eagle Rays in 

the Galapagos, see page 78

May

Whale Shark migration through 

Placencia, Belize, see page 81

September

Encounter Great White Sharks off 

Guadalupe Island, Mexico, see page 87

November

Olive Ridley and Leatherback Turtles 

can be seen in Tamarindo Bay, Costa 

Rica, see page 82 

Scalloped Hammerhead Sharks © Simon Rogerson
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Manta Rays © Simon Rogerson

Galapagos
& Ecuador

This unique archipelago comprises 19 main islands and several small islands. The radiant fish and bizarre animals populating 

these islands make this a great dive destination; swept by the cold waters of Antarctica and the warm currents from the 

tropical Pacific, the Galapagos Islands’ colourful marine life embodies an unusual mixture of species. The marine animals 

exhibit the same bold curiosity and lack of fear that characterises the terrestrial wildlife. There is no better way to explore the 

Galapagos Islands than on board a boat. The 14 hour journey north to Darwin and Wolf Islands is rewarding for experienced 

divers. Underwater highlights here include Whale Sharks and schooling Hammerhead Sharks. 
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For those of whom a liveaboard lacks 

appeal or those wishing to spend some 

extra time on land after their liveaboard 

expedition, then an ideal choice is a resort 

stay. 

We recommend the Finch Bay Eco Hotel, 

a perfect Galapagos resort experience. 

Whether your interests lie in observing 

or photographing the natural wildlife 

of the Galapagos, enjoying world-class 

diving, mountain biking, exploring lava 

fields, relaxing on the beach, or a bit of 

everything, your stay at the Finch Bay 

Hotel offers you the freedom to select 

Galapagos Resort Diving 

 July  A good time to observe the four 

stages of nesting in Blue-footed Boobies - 

eggs, chicks, juveniles and sub-adults.

 August  Galapagos Sealions begin to give 

birth.

 September  Galapagos Penguins are at 

their most active on Bartolome.

 October  The Galapagos Fur Sealions 

begin mating.

 November  The seas are calm and the 

south-east trade winds have decreased 

in strength.

 December  Green Sea Turtles begin their 

mating display.

the activities of your choice. Located 

a five minute boat ride away from the 

village of Puerto Ayora, Santa Cruz, it 

is nestled amongst mangroves with a 

magnificent pool and private beach. All 

rooms are tastefully decorated and are air-

conditioned with en-suite bathrooms. 

Diving can be arranged through 

the PADI affiliated Galapagos 

Sub-Aqua dive centre in Puerto Ayora. Dive 

sites vary from easy with little current in 

Academy Bay, to world-class areas such 

as Gordon Rocks, North Seymour, Cousins 

Rock and Floreana. The list of what can be 

seen is endless: thousands of tropical fish, 

barracuda, Blacktip, Whitetip, 

Hammerhead and Galapagos Sharks, 

moray eels, Manta and Spotted Eagle 

Rays. You will have an excellent 

opportunity for dolphin-watching during 

the boat-trip to and from Floreana. You will 

also enjoy some sightseeing of the local 

marine and birdlife by boat, such as 

sealions, Fur Seals, Blue Footed Boobies, 

Frigate Birds, penguins, Marine Iguanas. 

There is a breathtaking vertical wall with a 

profusion of black corals and other 

invertebrates. 

The biodiversity of wildlife in the 

Galapagos is amazing. Below are some 

annual highlights so you can plan your trip 

of a lifetime accordingly.

 January  Green Sea Turtles arrive to the 

beaches to lay their eggs.

 February  Marine Iguanas begin nesting 

on Santa Cruz.

 May  Start of the prime Whale Shark 

season at Wolf and Darwin.

 June  Giant Tortoises on Santa Cruz Island 

migrate from the highlands to the lowlands 

in search of suitable nesting places.

Galapagos Highlights 
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Top Tip 

Diving in the Galapagos can be 

challenging but highly rewarding. The 

sea temperature varies from 18-29C 

throughout the year. Thermoclines 

are common so a 5-7mm full body 

wetsuit with hood is recommended 

when diving here.

This luxurious 30 metre liveaboard 

departs San Cristobal each 

Sunday and cruises the islands of the 

Galapagos including Wolf and Darwin. 

Accommodating up to 16 guests in eight 

private en-suite cabins all furnished with 

modern amenities, the boat also features 

fine dining and a spacious lounge area as 

well as a fully equipped dive deck.

Up to 21 dives are offered from tenders 

throughout the week. The itinerary also 

allows for three land excursions, allowing 

for an adventurous week both underwater 

and on land. Diving highlights include 

three days spent around Darwin and Wolf 

Islands where Hammerhead Sharks, large 

pods of dolphins, Mobula Rays and Whale 

Sharks (Jun-Nov) are common sightings 

for divers. Divers will be mesmerised 

at the abundance and variety of marine 

life here including octopus, tropical fish 

and large schools of pelagics. Nitrox is 

available.

Galapagos Sky 

Explore the magical world of the 

Galapagos with the Aggressor 

Fleet onboard their premier liveaboards, 

Aggressor l & ll, which have been 

operating since 1993. The 30 metre long 

boats accommodate up to 14 passengers 

in seven luxurious en-suite staterooms 

furnished with comfortable modern 

facilities. Both are scheduled to depart on 

a Thursday from San Cristobal for a seven 

night cruise taking in some of the world’s 

most magnificent dive sites. Custom 

designed and built for divers, facilities on 

board are modern and spacious with 

plenty of room for diving equipment and 

cameras.

Up to four dives are offered over five and 

a half days during each trip as well as 

a number of land tours. Diving is from 

tenders. The Galapagos is considered to 

be ‘Shark Mecca’, and you can expect 

to encounter schooling Hammerheads, 

Silkies, Galapagos, and Whitetip Sharks 

and many more – the arch of Darwin 

Island is considered to be the best place, 

in the world, to encounter Whale Sharks. 

There is also the opportunity to snorkel 

with penguins and marine iguanas. Nitrox 

is available.

Galapagos Aggressors 

This 30 metre vessel was 

designed as one of the fastest, 

most stable and most comfortable 

liveaboards sailing the area, with 

accommodations befitting the magical 

nature of the Galapagos. Accommodation 

is in eight double staterooms all with 

private facilities, with a maximum of 16 

guests on board during the seven night 

schedule departing San Cristobal on 

Mondays. Facilities include a spacious 

air-conditioned salon equipped with a TV/

DVD and dining tables, open air salon and 

a sunning/viewing area on the top deck. 

The dive deck is well equipped with dive 

lockers, camera table, rinse tanks and a 

recharging station.

The itinerary includes Wolf and Darwin 

islands and up to four dives a day are 

offered. Diving is from a tender. The 

vessel’s crew of ten have a wealth of 

knowledge and experience to share with 

their guests. Diving the Galapagos can be 

challenging, but the rewards are great - 

schooling Hammerhead and Galapagos 

Sharks, Whale Sharks, Mantas Rays and 

a myriad of other pelagics frequent these 

waters. Nature’s bounty is not confined to 

the waters, of course – Charles Darwin’s 

work concentrated largely on the rare 

terrestrial ecosystems, which abound with 

flora and fauna unique to the archipelago. 

Nitrox is available.

Humboldt Explorer 

Liveaboard Selection Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights on board 

(plus overnights on mainland as necessary), full board, and diving package with tanks 

and weights.

Galapagos Sky ............................................................................................. from £4395

Aggressor l & ll ............................................................................................. from £4535

Humboldt Explorer ..................................................................................... from £3995

Explore Ecuador 

For divers, the best way to explore 

the Galapagos is by liveaboard. 

An overnight stay on the mainland 

in Ecuador is necessary to ensure 

boarding the boat at the correct 

time. This is arranged as part of your 

liveaboard itinerary.

Ecuador is a land of startling contrasts 

from the Galapagos Islands to the 

lush green jungles of the Amazon 

Basin. We recommend spending time 

exploring the mainland either before 

or after your visit to the Galapagos. 

The capital, Quito, is a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site and sits at altitude on the 

slopes of the active Pichincha Volcano. 

From here it also possible to visit 

Cotapaxi National Park and its snow 

capped volcano in the Ecuadorian 

Andes. Perhaps you would prefer to 

head to the Amazon region and spend 

time in a jungle lodge observing more 

fantastic wildlife. 

All itineraries are tailor-made to suit 

your holiday requirements. Please 

speak to a member of the Dive 

Worldwide Team to discuss your 

holiday options.
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Spotted Eagle Ray © Andy Lange - www.aquapix.tv

Belize

The only English speaking country in Central America, Belize is warm and welcoming, offering unbelievable adventure on the 

mainland and along the second longest barrier reef in the world, stretching 300 kilometres. This unspoilt, peaceful nation 

sits between Mexico to the north and Guatemala to the west. Numerous mangrove systems both offshore and along the 

coast create a tremendous wetland environment. Inland there are mountains, tropical rainforests and the Mayan heritage to 

discover. World-class dive sites can be explored in the protected lagoons, along the walls of the barrier reef and on the outer 

offshore atolls, the ‘Blue Hole’ on Lighthouse Reef being the most famous. Divers head to Gladden Spit from Apr-Jun for the 

best opportunity of a Whale Shark encounter during the annual migration season.
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A private island resort located on the 

southern tip of the Turneffe Atoll. Transfers 

are by light aircraft from Belize City twice 

weekly. The 20 stylish rooms comprise 

of ground or upper level rooms and 

private cabanas. Built with a variety of 

wood each features air-conditioning, an 

en-suite bathroom, modern amenities and 

a private patio with unobstructed views 

of the Caribbean Sea. The resort utilises 

solar power and its own water purification 

system. Facilities include a swimming 

pool, restaurant, bar, gift shop and spa.

The PADI affiliated dive centre 

offers a wide range of courses and 

equipment rental including Sea Life 

underwater cameras. The seven night 

diving package includes 15 local boat 

dives. Trips are scheduled to the ‘Blue 

Hole’ once a week. Snorkellers will also 

enjoy the warm clear waters teeming with 

marine life. ‘The Elbow’ is a popular dive 

site. The steep wall is rich in marine life 

and colourful corals and gorgonians. 

Divers can expect to see huge snapper, 

Eagle Rays, turtles, moray eels, sharks and 

jacks. Nitrox is available.

 

Turneffe Island Lodge 

Located on Ambergris Caye, a short 

flight from Belize City, this small, quiet 

beachfront property is a home away 

from home. The 17 rooms and suites are 

decorated in Caribbean colours using 

native hardwoods or stucco and tile. All are 

air-conditioned with an en-suite bathroom, 

cable TV and modern amenities including 

WiFi internet access. Facilities include a 

swimming pool, restaurant, beach bar 

and complementary bicycles for guests 

to enjoy. A wide choice of restaurants 

and cafés are only a short walk down the 

beach in San Pedro.

Amigos del Mar is a PADI 5* dive 

centre in San Pedro, offering a 

wide range of courses. Divers are picked 

up by a custom built dive boat each 

morning to explore the 35 dive sites of the 

local reefs where corals, fans and sponges 

dominate the underwater scenery, 

characterising the flourishing Belizean reef 

eco-system. Snorkellers and divers will 

enjoy looking for lobster, grouper, turtles 

and sharks in the warm clear waters.

Mata Rocks Resort 

To see Belize at its best, head offshore 

to the Cayes (small islands surrounded 

by extensive coral reefs). Ambergris 

Caye is one of the most developed and 

largest, but with its no cars policy, it is 

still very relaxed as you travel around in 

a golf buggy or on your bicycle. Located 

in the north and less than a mile from the 

barrier reef, there are plenty of vibrant 

dive and snorkelling sites close by. Most 

notably, this area is home to the Hol Chan 

Marine Reserve. Established in 1987, the 

three square miles consists of coral reef, 

seagrass beds, mangroves and ‘Shark 

Ray Alley’, a shallow cut in the reef where 

Nurse Sharks and Southern Sting Rays are 

daily visitors. 

Ambergris Caye Belize Discovered 

Belize is blessed with an amazing 

variety of diving opportunities and 

a prolific wildlife, with plenty of 

adventure to be had on land or at sea. 

Chaa Creek is an eco-friendly resort 

set along the banks of the Macal River 

in the Cayo District. From here, enjoy 

the natural history, rich culture of 

the Mayan civilisation and rainforest 

adventures.

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 & 2 Depart UK for Belize 

(overnight in Houston).  Day 3 Transfer 

to Hugh Parkey’s Lodge, 7 nights (FB). 

Five days diving.  Day 10 Transfer to 

Chaa Creek, 3 nights (FB).   

Day 14 Depart for the UK.  

Day 15 Arrive UK.

Departures throughout the year

Cost per person from £3180

Includes return flights from the UK, 11 

nights accommodation, meal plan as 

indicated, all local transfers, 5 days 

diving, tanks and weights.



Or visit us on the web at  www.diveworldwide.com 81

A
m

ericas / B
elize

A boutique resort nestled between 

lush mountains and the warm inviting 

Caribbean Sea, Hamanasi is located in 

the south a short flight from Belize City. 

Accommodation is in elegantly furnished 

tree-houses raised on stilts in the lush 

tropical gardens, or beachfront rooms 

with breathtaking ocean views. All feature 

air-conditioning, an en-suite bathroom and 

private porch. The heart of the property 

is the ‘Great House’, reminiscent of a 

plantation home, where the restaurant, bar, 

reception and gift shop are located. Other 

facilities include an infinity swimming 

pool, hammocks and a 19 kilometre 

stretch of beach on which to walk or relax. 

We recommend the ‘Reef & Rainforest’ 

package as the best value for money to 

enjoy diving and inland excursions and 

adventures.

The on-site PADI 5* Gold Palm 

facility offers a wide range of 

courses. Daily boat dives operate to the 

Southern Barrier Reef, Glover’s Reef Atoll, 

Turneffe Islands and Lighthouse Reef Atolls 

offering up to three dives depending on 

destination. This is the best location for 

Whale Shark encounters (Apr-Jun). Marine 

life is prolific along the walls and around 

the pinnacles with plenty sightings of 

turtles, barracuda, Eagle Rays, Southern 

Stingrays, and a myriad of reef fish. Nitrox 

is available. 

Hamanasi Resort 

Located on Spanish Lookout Caye, a 25 

minute boat ride from Belize City, the lodge 

is a perfect island base for exploring the 

barrier reef for both divers and snorkellers. 

The 12 comfortable cabanas are built over 

the water and furnished with a ceiling 

fan, an en-suite bathroom and open deck 

with spectacular ocean views. Facilities 

include a full service restaurant and bar 

and gift shop. Kayaking and snorkelling 

excursions as well as inland tours can be 

easily arranged. This is an excellent place 

to explore the mangroves, keeping an eye 

out for the elusive manatee.

Hugh Parkey’s Dive Connection is 

a PADI affiliated dive facility with a 

fleet of modern custom built boats for 

divers and snorkellers. Daily boat dives 

operate to the Barrier Reef, Turneffe and 

Lighthouse Atolls. Highlights include 

Halfmoon Caye Wall, a phenomenal 

structure with healthy coral growth and a 

prolific marine life. The inside of the reef 

features a crevice of white sand strewn 

with garden eels, hermit crabs and 

Southern Stingrays, whilst the outside 

edge of the wall plummets to depths 

exceeding 1,000 metres where larger 

pelagic species such as turtles and tarpon 

cruise by.

Hugh Parkey’s Lodge 

Left to right: Blue Hole © Belize Tourist Board, Belize reef

This luxurious 33 metre liveaboard 

departs Belize City on Saturdays 

throughout the year for a seven night 

diving adventure exploring Turneffe and 

Lighthouse Reef Atolls. Accommodating 18 

passengers in nine en-suite staterooms 

with modern amenities, the boat is 

comfortable and spacious. Facilities 

include a salon, partially shaded sun deck, 

bar, hot tub, grill and digital photo centre. 

There is ample storage space for all on the 

dive deck, including a dedicated camera 

table and facilities.

Up to five dives a day are offered over 

five and a half days of diving. All diving is 

from the dive deck. A range of speciality 

courses are available. Dive computers are 

mandatory. Underwater highlights include 

the sheer walls of Half Moon Caye and 

Painted Wall, adorned with gorgonians, 

rope sponges and an abundant marine life. 

Divers can, weather permitting, explore 

the Blue Hole, a collapsed freshwater cave 

system and one of the most popular dive 

sites in the region. Nitrox is available.

Belize Aggressor lll 

This luxurious 55 metre liveaboard 

departs Belize City on Saturdays 

throughout the year for a seven night 

diving adventure exploring Turneffe and 

Lighthouse Reef Atolls. Accommodating 20 

passengers in ten magnificent staterooms, 

all with air-conditioning, en-suite 

bathroom, TV/DVD player and modern 

amenities, the boat caters for adventurous 

divers. Facilities include a large wet bar, a 

partially shaded sun deck and a spacious 

salon in which to relax. The dive deck is 

well equipped including dedicated areas 

for camera equipment, whether you bring 

your own or rent one on board. 

Up to five dives are offered each diving 

day. All diving is from the dive deck. The 

vessel usually moves two or three times 

each day, visiting the famous Blue Hole 

and other sites on Lighthouse Reef and 

Turneffe Atolls. The itinerary is weather 

dependent, but diving highlights include 

‘The Elbow’ and Half Moon Caye where 

you will have a chance to beach-comb 

and see the Red Footed Boobies. Expect 

to be mesmerised by the vibrant colourful 

corals and to observe schools of large 

pelagics and a diverse marine life. Nitrox 

is available.

Sun Dancer ll 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort or 

on board, meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Hamanasi (FB) .............................................................................................. from £2145

Hugh Parkey’s (FB) .................................................................................... from £2195

Turneffe Island (FB) .................................................................................... from £2545

Mata Rocks (B) ............................................................................................ from £1975

Belize Aggressor III (FB) .......................................................................... from £2720

Sun Dancer II (FB) ...................................................................................... from £2195
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Costa Rica (San Jose)

Turtle © Simon Rogerson

Costa Rica

Stretching just 240 kilometres from the Pacific to the Atlantic Ocean and 400 kilometres from Nicaragua to the Panama 

border, Costa Rica is one of the few places on earth to offer an incredible diversity of scenery, climate and adventure 

opportunities. Visitors can enjoy spectacular panoramic views from volcanoes, an exceptional wildlife biodiversity and diving 

in two bodies of water. Costa Rica’s underwater wonders range from coastal coral reefs to offshore islands. Diving on the 

southern Pacific side of Costa Rica is the type of diving adventure most divers only dream of; abundant marine life ranging 

from reef sharks to Humpback Whales, Giant Manta Rays to turtles and puffer fish to barracuda to name only a few. 

Climate chart for Costa Rica

Day 1 Depart UK for Costa Rica. Met on 

arrival in San José and transferred to Hotel 

Alta, 1 night (BB).  

Day 2 Early morning flight to Drake 

Bay, Osa Peninsula. Met on arrival and 

transferred to Jinetes de Osa Lodge by car 

and boat, 6 nights (FB).  

Days 3-5 Daily diving near Caño 

Island. Diving is strictly regulated with 

a maximum of ten divers. This virgin 

area offers a variety of unique diving 

attractions, from 4-metre reefs to 

24-metre deep walls. Visibility is usually 

outstanding, rarely below 15 metres. 

Depending on the time of year you can 

see Humpback, and Pilot Whales, Bull 

Sharks and occasionally Whale Sharks. On 

almost every dive, the large schools of fish 

swimming around and overhead can be 

breathtaking – sometimes blocking out the 

sunlight - creating an underwater eclipse. 

Manta Rays are often seen breaching, 

dolphins are encountered daily, and Olive 

Ridley turtles are commonly observed 

swimming and even mating, as they travel 

to and from the sandy beaches of the 

Dive Caño Island 

peninsula where they lay their eggs. 

Day 6 Explore Corcovado National Park 

with a knowledgeable guide. This is one 

of the most important natural preserves in 

Mesoamerica and a last refuge for  high 

plateau forests, where towering trees 

supporting hundreds of species of ferns, 

bromeliads and orchids, combine with 

mangrove to make Corcovado a botanist’s 

dream. A lack of roads and airports 

has allowed this corner of the world to 

maintain its natural beauty. Getting there is 

part of the Punta Rîo Claro adventure!

Day 7 Transfer by boat and car to Drake 

Bay for your flight back to San José. 

Overnight at Hotel Alta, 1 night (BB). 

Days 8 & 9 Explore San José before 

transferring to the airport for your flight 

home, arriving the next day.

Departures throughout the year

Cost per person from £2095

Includes return flights from the UK, 7 

nights accommodation, meal plan, all 

local transfers, 3 days diving, tanks and 

weights.

Highlights include volcanoes, diving 

Catalina and Caño Islands and exploring 

the Corcovado National Park on the Osa 

Peninsula. Dive Worldwide suggest two 

itineraries covering both areas and for 

those who have longer, why not put them 

both together to experience the best of 

Costa Rica? 

Accommodation in the capital, San José, 

is at the boutique Alta Hotel, cascading 

down the hill with wonderful views of the 

valleys. The small hotel features 30 well 

appointed rooms with modern amenities 

including satellite TV and WiFi internet 

access. Facilities include a swimming pool, 

sauna and a superb restaurant.

Ocotal Beach Resort is located along the 

northern Pacific coast and offers style, 

comfort and service, with breathtaking 

views of the Papagayo Gulf. The resort 

features a variety of rooms, all with 

air-conditioning, en-suite bathrooms, 

satellite TV and a private terrace. Facilities 

include a restaurant, bar, swimming pool 

and tennis court. Stay here when diving 

Papagayo Gulf and Catalina Island.

Further south, the Hotel Jinetes de Osa 

Lodge is splendidly isolated in Drake 

Bay. The resort sits naturally into its 

environment, with three buildings offering 

nine simple, comfortable rooms. A friendly 

beachside retreat, it is reached by a one 

hour boat trip down the Sierpe River or a 

short ride by car from Drake. Stay here 

when diving Caño Island.

Accommodation Outlined 

Day 1 Depart UK for Costa Rica. Overnight 

at Hotel Alta, 1 night (BB).  Day 2 Visit the 

Poás Volcano National Park. Observe the 

impressive main crater followed by a hike 

along a trail to the beautiful Botos Lagoon, 

a crater with deep blue waters connecting 

to the Rio Sarapiqui and surrounded by 

dense tropical forest. Later, continue to 

Ocotal Beach Resort, 6 nights (BB).

Days 3-5 Diving the Papagayo Gulf. 

Located on the northwest Pacific coast 

there are 41 dive sites within a 30 

minute boat ride. Enjoy four boat dives 

during your stay. Abundant marine life is 

boosted by the occasional appearance of 

schools containing hundreds of Mobula 

Rays and thousands of Cow-Nosed Rays.  

Day 6 Diving on Catalina Island. Enjoy 

a morning two tank boat dive on these 

rocky outcrops, 12 km off the coast where 

strong currents surge. These volcanic 

islands rise from a sandy bottom and 

are host to many species of marine life, 

including schooling tropical fish not found 

elsewhere. Schools of Manta Rays can 

be observed (Dec-Apr).  Day 7 Morning 

at leisure before transferring back to San 

José. Overnight at Hotel Alta, 1 night (BB).  

Days 8 & 9 Explore San José before 

transferring to the airport for your flight 

home, arriving the next day.

Departures throughout the year

Cost per person from £1955

Includes return flights from the UK, 7 

nights accommodation, meal plan, all 

local transfers, 4 days diving, tanks and 

weights.

Volcanoes & Diving
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The remote Cocos Island Marine Park lies 300 miles off the western coast of Costa Rica in the eastern Pacific Ocean. This rugged, isolated and 

incredibly beautiful island is only dived from a liveaboard. It is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and the crown jewel of Costa Rica’s national parks. 

The volcanic pinnacles surrounding the island are beacons for large pelagic species and it is recognised as one of the most outstanding dive 

locations on Earth and offers probably one of the best places to go diving with sharks – Hammerhead, Silky, Silvertip and Whitetip to name a few. 

Our liveaboard selection outlined below all depart from Costa Rica and involve an overnight stay in San José prior to boarding. Departing from 

Puntarenas, the trip to this diver’s dream destination takes 32-36 hours each way.

This 35 metre, dedicated, modern 

dive cruiser has been specifically 

built for long-range dive expeditions to 

destinations like Cocos Island. A superbly 

comfortable, and spacious vessel with 

everything a serious diver/photographer 

could wish for. She is a rare hybrid that 

combines the large working platform and 

powerful machinery of a functional work 

boat, with the comfortable and functional 

interior of a modern luxury yacht. Sea 

Hunter operates 10 and 12-day trips to 

Cocos Island throughout the year.

 

Sea Hunter is completely air-conditioned 

with modern facilities. She has eight 

cabins for a total of 18 passengers, all with 

a private head and shower. Six of these 

are double and two are triple occupancy 

cabins. Dive facilities are extremely well 

designed with individual gear storage, 

private camera/strobe storage shelves 

including individual 110-volt AC power 

and a private dryer for clients’ towels and 

bathing suits. 

Up to four dives operate daily, two in the 

morning, one after lunch and a night dive. 

All diving is from custom built tenders. Due 

to the remoteness, guests are provided 

with a safety kit that includes an extra-

large orange dive sausage, a powerful 

storm whistle and a special safety light. 

Nitrox is available.

MV Sea Hunter 

The uninhabited island is of volcanic 

origin, irregular, mountainous and covered 

in dense jungle. The climate is humid and 

tropical with an average temperature of 

23C both on land and underwater. A 3mm 

full body wetsuit is recommended when 

diving here. Overcast clouds and showers 

are regular from May-Nov, which coincides 

with one of the best times to visit, 

although trips do run throughout the year. 

Subject to weather conditions, most trips 

include an excursion to a Ranger Station 

and a hike through the jungle. There are 

two large bays with safe anchorages and 

sandy beaches where the boats moor 

overnight.

The abundant and prolific marine life is a 

huge attraction for divers. There are over 

300 species of fish, 30 species of coral 

and over 60 species of crustaceans found 

in the deep waters surrounding the island. 

Underwater topography includes coral 

reef, caves and pinnacles. Divers mainly 

come to admire the walls of Scalloped 

Hammerhead Sharks, present in enormous 

quantities; an incredible sight. There 

are many other species of shark, tuna, 

snapper, turtles, Manta Rays, Marble Rays, 

dolphins, sailfish, Humpback Whales and 

occasionally, Whale Sharks. Don’t forget 

your camera when visiting!

We recommend that you have at least 50 

logged dives before embarking on this 

adventure of a lifetime!

What to expect 

This luxury 33 metre yacht 

departs throughout the year on a 

series of eight night charters (Sat-Sun) 

with five days diving, and ten night trips 

(Tue-Fri) with seven days of diving. 

Accommodating 22 guests, the vessel 

features nine deluxe staterooms with 

double/single berths and one with quad 

occupancy. All are furnished with 

air-conditioning, en-suite bathroom and 

TV/DVD. There is a separate dining room 

and spacious lounge with a partially 

covered sun deck, wet bar and grill on 

board.

The well-equipped dive deck has personal 

gear lockers, rinse tanks and a three-tier 

camera table with low pressure air hoses. 

Digital photo facilities are offered on board 

and photo-pros are available for free 

coaching with equipment rental.  

Up to four dives a day are offered to sites 

around the immense, volcanic Cocos 

Island. Diving is from a spacious tender. It 

is recommended that you travel with a 

spare mask, dive watch, light, whistle and 

safety sausage (SMB). Nitrox is available.

Okeanos Aggressor 

This custom built 39 metre 

liveaboard is a rare combination of 

work ship and luxury yacht. Ten night trips 

are scheduled throughout the year 

departing from Costa Rica. Designed in 

2008 for divers, she accommodates 16 

passengers in seven spacious, well 

appointed, air-conditioned double 

staterooms with en-suite bathrooms. 

Fourteen well-seasoned crew look after 

the ship, the projects and the guests’ 

every need. A comfortable and stylish 

lounge, dining area and sun deck are the 

social areas. 

Up to four dives a day are scheduled over 

seven days. All diving is from one of three 

tenders to the magnificent sites around 

the island, with the best marine action 

observed in depths of 18-30 metres. 

The unique DeepSee submersible is on 

board for certain trips, giving divers a rare 

opportunity to dive, with a pilot, to a depth 

of 475 metres for up to two hours. The 

cost for these excursions is additional. 

Nitrox is available.

MV Argo 

Liveaboard Selection Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 10 nights on a 

liveaboard (plus overnights in San Jose as necessary), full board, transfers and diving 

package with tanks and weights. 

MV Sea Hunter ............................................................................................. from £4340

Okeanos Aggressor ................................................................................... from £3895

MV Argo .......................................................................................................... from £4675

Marine Park fees of USD245 (subject to change) are payable locally. 

Cocos Island
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Famous for its canal, Panama offers the 

traveller an immense variety of exciting 

things to see such as the Panama 

crossing, beautiful beaches, islands, 

rainforest with fantastic birdlife and 

diverse architecture all steeped in history 

with stories just waiting to be told. Take 

some time to visit the Soberania National 

Park for its birdlife and the Chagres River 

to meet the local indigenous Embera 

people. Other popular excursions include 

the Miraflores Locks of the Canal and 

boat tours with wildlife observations at 

Gamboa. Speak to a member of the Dive 

Worldwide Team to discuss your holiday 

extension options in Panama.

Panama Extension 

© Panama Tourist Board

MV Yemaya

Due to its geographic location, the 

Republic of Panama has played an 

important role as a commercial centre 

throughout history. The famous Canal 

was built in two stages and completed in 

1914, providing a link from the Pacific to 

the Atlantic Ocean. The country is blessed 

with warm tropical weather, beaches, 

mountains and rainforests. There is plenty 

to do and see here from canal trips and 

cultural tours to hiking and most famously, 

diving in the Coiba National Park, a 

UNESCO World Heritage Site in the Gulf 

of Chiriquí. This area provides a protected 

and undisturbed habitat for thousands of 

terrestrial and marine species. It is one 

of the few remaining destinations in the 

world where divers encounter vibrant coral 

reefs and endangered marine species, 

many of which are endemic.

Panama Introduction 

The sinister and forbidding Malpelo 

Island is located 314 miles off the coast 

of Colombia. Only one liveaboard vessel 

is allowed to be present at any one time, 

with a maximum of 25 divers. The MV 

Yemaya visits the island throughout the 

year. Currents can be strong, which makes 

drift diving the best option on some dive 

sites. Divers must hold, at minimum, an 

Advanced Open Water qualification.

The island is a peak of a large submarine 

volcanic ridge that rises from depths 

of 4,000 metres to reveal itself as the 

tiny, solitary rock of Malpelo. The island 

is home to a large variety and quantity 

of marine life and is especially famous 

for encounters with huge schools of 

Hammerhead and Silky Sharks.

Get chills down your spine in ‘The Fridge’ 

and ‘The Freezer’, just two of a number of 

exciting dive sites offering an incredible 

mix of marine life including Hammerheads, 

huge concentrations of Eagle Rays and 

‘waves’ of Silky Sharks – you may need to 

pack your woolly socks for these dives! 

Other common sights are the Whitetip 

and Galapagos Sharks, giant schools of 

angel fish, creole fish, jacks, tuna, and 

occasionally sailfish, Whale Sharks and 

even Humpback and Blue Whales. 

Malpelo Island 

This robust 38 metre liveaboard is 

a well equipped expedition vessel 

and sails to three of the most dynamic 

marine environments in the world, the 

Coiba National Park in Panama, the Cocos 

Islands, Costa Rica, and the Malpelo 

Islands, Colombia. The seven night trips 

take divers on a tour around Coiba 

National Park and the nine and twelve 

night trips combine this with either Cocos 

or Malepelo Islands throughout the year.

Carrying 16 guests, accommodation 

includes two Master Cabins with a double 

bed and en-suite facilities, along with 

a further six cabins with double or twin 

bunk bed configurations, two with en-suite 

facilities. All the cabins are well equipped, 

clean and comfortable with plenty of 

natural lighting and views of the ocean 

provided by large picture windows. 

Up to three dives are offered daily 

with additional night dives available 

throughout the trip. Safety is paramount 

in these remote areas and the well 

trained crew conduct a full briefing prior 

to commencing dive operations. It is 

recommended that divers carry at least 

three surface signaling devices on every 

dive. The diving is spectacular and an 

unforgettable adventure, with plenty of 

large pelagic species encounters. Nitrox 

is available.

MV Yemaya 

Situated in the Tropical Eastern Pacific 

and influenced by five major oceanic 

currents, Coiba is home to many endemic 

species, both terrestrial and marine, and is 

covered in a carpet of lush primary tropical 

rain forest, mangroves and adorned with 

deserted beaches. The nutrient rich waters 

are a haven for numerous large pelagic 

species including Humpback Whales who 

visit to give birth (May-Nov) annually. 

Dive sites range from calm, shallow, 

protected inshore reefs and islands to the 

high voltage diving on deep pinnacles and 

sea mounts. The sites offer encounters 

with a great variety of marine life, and a 

means to observe behavioural habits and 

witness the symbiosis between many 

species. Most dive sites are littered with 

cleaning stations which attract many 

pelagic visitors; giant fish, turtles, Manta 

Rays and shark. Spawning sites attract 

huge quantities of reef and giant pelagic 

fish at certain times throughout the year. 

Bait ball activity attracts the attention of 

thousands of resident marine birds and a 

great variety of the big marine predators.

The regions spectacular deserted 

beaches are some of the last remaining 

protected nesting habitats for marine 

turtles in Panama, including nesting sites 

for the giant and almost extinct, Pacific 

Leatherback. 

Coiba National Park 

Liveaboard Selection Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, number of nights as 

indicated on the MV Yemaya (plus overnight in Panama City), full board on liveaboard, 

transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Coiba National Park (7 nights) .............................................................. from £2685

Coiba & Malpelo Island (10 nights) ..................................................... from £3615

Coiba & Cocos Island (12 nights) ........................................................ from £3945

Panama  
& Malpelo Island
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This luxurious 36 metre liveaboard 

departs Utila every Saturday 

throughout the year for a seven night 

adventure exploring the local seamounts, 

sheer walls and wrecks. Charter flights 

operate from San Pedro Sula and Roatan 

for those arriving on departure day. 

Accommodation is in eight deluxe cabins 

with air-conditioning and en-suite 

bathroom, with a maximum of 18 guests 

onboard. Facilities are spacious and include 

a shaded sun deck, wet bar and grill and 

lounge. The dive deck is complete with dive 

lockers and dedicated camera facilities.

Utila Aggressor ll 

Reef sharks, Roatan © Andy Lange - www.aquapix.tv

Utila Aggressor II
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Culturally and geographically distinct from 

the rest of Central America, mainland 

Honduras has plenty to offer, from Mayan 

ruins to bird watching, and jungle walks 

to white water rafting. The Bay Islands 

lie 18 miles from La Ceiba port in the 

Caribbean Sea.  The tropical islands of 

Roatan and Utila offer a different culture 

to the mainland, due to the 300 year 

British influence on the islands. The 

islands have much to offer both divers 

and non-divers, and learning to dive here 

offers exceptionally good value for money. 

Situated at the edge of the continental 

shelf, the islands are surrounded by vast 

coral reefs and prolific marine life, with the 

opportunity to explore wrecks and observe 

sharks. The chance of an unforgettable 

Whale Shark encounter can be enjoyed 

Jan-Apr, as they move through the channel 

between Utila and Roatan towards Belize.

Honduras Introduction 

Located on the tiny island of Utila, this 

charming hotel is a popular choice for 

divers. The property is constructed entirely 

from wood, with large airy rooms and 

huge porches, where you can swing in 

hammocks and watch the day go by. 

There are four room types designed for 

all budgets. The restaurant and bar, the 

Mango Café, is situated in lovely tropical 

gardens with food served all day. The 

new deck and pool with hot-tub and kids 

pool is an ideal place for you to relax and 

refresh after a day of diving. There are 

plenty of other activities and excursions 

offered.

Utila Dive Centre is an award 

winning PADI 5* Gold Palm Resort 

and Career Development Centre (CDC) 

offering expert guidance and professional 

instruction, whether you are learning to 

dive or taking steps to be a technical 

instructor. If you are an experienced diver, 

you will find that Utila has much to offer. 

On the west end of the island the currents 

allow for some wonderful drift diving. 

There is also a great wreck dive, the 

Halliburton 211, which was sunk as an 

artificial reef. Whale Sharks are seen year 

round but for the best chance of seeing 

one, we recommend timing your visit 

during the most active months (Mar-May). 

Nitrox is available.

Mango Inn 

Off the beaten track, this casual yet 

elegant, friendly resort is built on the 

edge of an abundant reef and is a 20 

minute boat ride from the nearest town 

on Utila. A tranquil getaway and a haven 

for those looking for a first class remote 

adventure in paradise, the resort prides 

itself on personal service. There are 16 

upscale rooms with air-conditioning, an 

en-suite bathroom and a spacious balcony 

from which to enjoy panoramic mountain 

and ocean views. Amenities include a 

restaurant, beachfront bar, air-conditioned 

lounge with satellite TV, a spa and a dive 

centre.

U Dive is a full service PADI 

affiliated facility offering a wide 

range of courses and daily diving on the 

local reefs. Divers can enjoy shore diving 

on the house reef and daily morning boat 

dives to explore the barrier reef which 

includes sea mounts and plunging walls, 

all with healthy, colourful coral and 

abundant marine life. There are three 

wreck sites to explore around Utila. 

Educational Whale Shark excursions are 

operated by U Dive, who work closely with 

the Whale Shark & Oceanic Research 

Centre, dedicated in promoting research, 

conservation and education about their 

local friendly giants. Nitrox is available.

Utopia Village 

A family run all inclusive resort on 

Roatan, delivering the spirit of adventure 

to visitors from a tropical island retreat. 

The 56 wooden cabanas are nestled in 

lush foliage or perched on stilts over the 

water. All feature floor to ceiling windows, 

an en-suite bathroom, porch and are 

cooled either by tropical breezes or air-

conditioning. Facilities include a swimming 

pool, restaurant, bar with satellite TV, and 

WiFi internet access. There are plenty 

of activities to keep the whole family 

entertained. 

The PADI 5* Gold Palm Instructor 

Development Centre (IDC) offers a 

comprehensive range of courses. The fleet 

of modern dive boats head out to the 

nearby dive sites three times a day and it’s 

possible to shore dive in the lagoon and on 

‘Front Porch’ reef. There are 27 colourful 

dive sites to explore, with squadrons of 

Eagle Rays, schools of brightly coloured 

tropical fish and the occasional 

meandering shark. Nitrox is available.

Anthony’s Key Resort 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort or 

on liveaboard, meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Anthony’s Key Resort, Roatan (FB) .................................................... from £1695

Mango Inn, Utila (HB) ................................................................................ from £1560

Utila Aggressor ll (FB) ............................................................................... from £2625

Honduras

Up to five dives a day are offered over 

five and a half days of diving. Divers 

will explore the sheer walls and wrecks 

surrounding Utila as well as offshore 

seamounts. These pristine seamounts or 

banks are a Caribbean frontier that has 

yet to be explored by divers. Utila is one 

of the few places in the world where it is 

possible to see Whale Sharks year round 

and guests may have the opportunity to 

swim with one of these gentle sharks, the 

largest fish in the sea. Nitrox is available
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Boasting a warm tropical climate, Mexico is bordered by the USA in the north and Belize and Guatemala in the south, with 

the Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean Sea on the east and the Pacific Ocean on the west coast. There are world-class diving 

opportunities off both coasts as well as on land in the Yucatan peninsula, home to fresh water caves of the Cenotes. Divers 

can explore the Sea of Cortez by liveaboard, exploring underwater mountains and canyons and, due to the nutrient rich 

water, there is a massive diversity of tropical and pelagic species to observe. The Socorro Islands are home to Giant Pacific 

Manta Rays and Guadalupe Island is famous for its population of Great White Sharks. Whether you travel to the east or west 

coast, there is an underwater adventure for everyone.

Reef © Andy Lange - www.aquapix.tv

Mexico

Yucatan’s Cenotes are the result of millions 

of years of geological and oceanic activity 

on the submerged limestone platform, 

upon which the Peninsula is located. The 

resulting caves, underground passages, 

stalactites and stalagmites are what make 

the Cenotes world famous.  Diving here is 

beautiful, safe, and unique, in that you can 

dive or snorkel the cave systems with just 

an Open Water certification. You are always 

within 60 metres of direct access to air and 

daylight and dive groups feature a 

maximum of four divers per guide. A further 

attraction is that, unlike the ocean, diving 

Cenotes is not dependant upon weather 

conditions – diving here is year round!

In addition to the Cenotes, Playa del 

Carmen offers beautiful ocean reefs just a 

short boat ride from the dive centre, where 

you can dive with an impressive array of 

tropical fish, marine turtles and rays, plus 

day trips to Cozumel and Holbox Island. 

Those of you who are looking to learn or 

continue your cavern and cave diving 

education, there is a comprehensive range 

of speciality  and technical courses 

available at both properties in this area.

 

Cenotes Diving 
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Mexico (Merida)

Climate chart for Merida

A small, boutique property located on the 

southern edge of Tulum town offering 

modern accommodation and amenities 

for divers, the villas conveniently located a 

short walk from the local restaurants and 

shops. There are ten stylishly decorated 

rooms, all with air-conditioning, en-suite 

bathroom and a private balcony. Facilities 

include a swimming pool and an on-site 

dive centre. This is a friendly resort with a 

relaxing atmosphere.

H2O Pro Diving is PADI and IANTD 

affiliated offering a comprehensive 

range of recreational and technical 

courses. Learn to dive in the warm tropical 

waters, train as a cavern diver or for more 

experienced divers, spend your week 

exploring the magnificent Cenotes. There 

are a number of seven night packages to 

choose from, whether you want to learn to 

dive or develop your diving skills. Nitrox is 

available.

Villas H2O 

This luxurious boutique property is located 

on the Mayan Rivieria, a 45 minute drive 

south of Cancun. The intimate resort 

features 30 spacious rooms with a garden, 

marina or an ocean view. All have air-

conditioning, en-suite bathroom, satellite 

TV and a private balcony with a hammock 

to relax in. WiFi internet access is available 

in hotspots and the resort features a 

restaurant, swimming pool and on-site 

dive centre. There are other facilities 

such as tennis courts and a nine hole golf 

course nearby.

Dive Aventuras is a PADI 5* Gold 

Palm resort offering a wide range 

of diving courses and daily dives in the 

ocean and the Cenotes. This is a great 

place to learn to dive in the calm warm 

waters with an abundance of Hawksbill 

Turtles and common sightings of Eagle 

Rays and colourful marine fish in the 

Caribbean Sea. For those looking for a 

unique diving experience, the Cenotes are 

a safe and interesting underwater cave 

system to explore, even if you are new to 

diving. Nitrox is available. 

Omni Puerto Aventuras Learn to dive 

Learn to dive in the clear warm waters 

of the Caribbean Sea. The barrier reef 

along the coast of Tulum is home 

to turtles and a myriad of colourful 

marine fish. Your week of holiday 

includes a full PADI Open Water 

Course on our ‘Sea Turtle’ package. 

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Depart UK for Cancun.  

Day 2 H2O Villas, 7 nights in a 

standard room (BB). Four days diving, 

completing your PADI Open Water 

Course.  Day 8 Depart for the UK. 

Departures throughout the year 

Cost per person from £1295

Includes return flights from the UK, 

7 nights accommodation, breakfast, 

airport transfers, PADI Open Water 

Course. 

Ask a member of the Dive Worldwide 

Team about other courses and 

packages available including diving in 

the Cenotes.

Cenotes diving © Kurt Amsler
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What could be better for the Resort Diver, 

than days spent diving in the exciting Sea 

of Cortez and nights relaxing in the luxury 

of a waterfront La Paz hotel? Within easy 

reach of spectacular dive locations, La Paz 

is a city of great charm and friendly folk, 

and has an excellent variety of restaurants 

and shopping.

Club Cantamar Resort has over 25 

incredible dives only minutes away at 

Marina Pichilingue, where boats and tours 

are scheduled daily, based on weather 

conditions and passenger desires. Nitrox is 

available. All 35 rooms are air-conditioned 

and accented with cool Mexican tiled floors, 

stucco walls and solid wood furniture. 

After an exciting day’s diving, relax with 

a swim in the Hotel Cantamar’s pool, 

followed by a delicious meal and welcome 

cold beer at the waterside restaurant. 

The Hotel Cantamar even has its own 

decompression chamber.

Club Cantamar Resort 

This luxury 34 metre liveaboard 

offers guests unmatched service 

and comfort, and the best big animal 

diving on Earth! Based in Cabo san Lucas, 

the most popular trip is to the Socorro 

Islands in the eastern Pacific Ocean. 

Highlights on this nine night adventure 

include Giant Pacific Manta Rays, 

inquisitive dolphins, seven different shark 

species and migrating Humpback Whales. 

Outfitted in brass, rich mahogany and 

granite table tops the Solmar V is a 

gracious, beautiful boat accommodating 

up to 22 guests. A comfortable salon offers 

a large-screen HDTV, DVD player and 

stereo system, whilst each mahogany-

detailed stateroom features air-

conditioning, private facilities and a TV/

DVD player. Dining on board is excellent, 

with the emphasis on fresh local produce.

Diving may be from the pangas or from the 

vessel itself. Access to the water from the 

boat is very easy, thanks to entry gates on 

both sides and a custom built double swim 

step. There is a spacious dive deck with a 

huge, multi-level camera table complete 

with charging stations and an air gun, 

four large rinse bins and two fresh water 

showers. Nitrox is available.

Solmar V 

This luxury 38 metre, steel hulled 

liveaboard caters for experienced 

divers looking for advanced and 

sometimes challenging, liveaboard diving. 

Based in Esenada, Mexico, guests are 

transferred from San Diego. The most 

popular trip is to Guadalupe Island, where 

divers will find the most exciting Great 

White Shark dive site. Trips are five nights 

and diving is operated in cages, observing 

the sharks from a safe distance.

There are nine lower deck staterooms, all 

air-conditioned and some with en-suite 

facilities. There are a variety of double 

and twin bed options. The boat features 

modern, spacious amenities suited for 

divers. Travel time to the island is 20 

hours and is worth every minute! The 

boat moves to ensure the best shark 

encounters and the cages are built 

to maximise safety and comfort with 

excellent viewing and photography 

characteristics providing divers with total 

freedom of movement and a 360 degree 

panoramic visibility. The next few days are 

spent in the water as much as possible 

to ensure maximum Great White Shark 

sightings. 

Nautilus Explorer 

The Sea Escape gives divers a 

magnificent opportunity to explore 

the Pacific Ocean and encounter its 

amazing marine creatures.

Sea Escape is a 34 metre aluminum 

vessel, originally built as a crew boat 

servicing the oil rigs in the Gulf of Mexico, 

she was rebuilt and operated as a sport 

fishing liveaboard in Biloxi, Mississippi, 

before being refurbished again and joining 

the Cantamar Fleet covering two of the 

most exciting dive destinations in the 

Pacific Ocean: Guadalupe Island from Aug-

Oct, and Revillagigedo Islands (Socorro) 

from Nov-Apr. 

The vessel is fully air-conditioned with 

private double staterooms, a galley and 

a huge living room. Combined with lots 

of space in the stern for diving gear, this 

makes Sea Escape the perfect vessel for 

your next dive holiday. 

Sea Escape Liveaboard 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, number of nights on 

a liveaboard or in resort as indicated, meal plan, and diving package with tanks and 

weights.

Club Cantamar (7 nights) (B) .................................................................. from £1675

Solmar V (9 nights) (FB) ........................................................................... from £3395

Nautilus Explorer (5 nights) (FB) ........................................................... from £2450

Land’s End, Cabo san Lucas

© Bonnie Pelnar - www.underwatercolours.com

Top Tip 

Why not extend your stay by hiring 

a car to explore this historical and 

interesting area? 
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From lush tropical to semi-desert, the 

hundreds of islands making up the 

Caribbean offer an incredibly varied 

topography and feature coconut tree-clad 

mountains, verdant valleys of sugar-

cane and bananas, and miles of glorious 

beaches. The world’s fifth largest body 

of water, the Caribbean Sea, is a region 

with a rich history; here you will discover 

a variety of cultures with diverse scenery, 

above and below the water. 

The Caribbean is an ideal place to snorkel, 

learn to dive or improve your skills all year 

round. An amazing diversity of dive sites 

exist throughout the island region, from 

the colourful barrier reef of the Bahamas 

to the volcanic pinnacles of Dominica; the 

mulitple wrecks of Aruba to the sculpture 

garden of Grenada; there is something 

for everyone. Immerse yourself 24/7 in 

Bonaire, the home of Diving Freedom 

where you can dive from the shore 

whenever you like or enjoy the adventure 

of diving from a liveaboard, visiting remote 

February

Humpback Whale migration in Turks & 

Caicos, see page 98

May

Leatherback Turtles come ashore to lay 

their eggs in Tobago, see page 93

August

Celebrating the sea; the Carriacou 

Regatta, see page 94

October

Coral Spawning phenomenon in 

Bonaire & Curaçao, see pages 91 & 92

November

Tiger Sharks in the Bahamas, see 

page 96

dive sites. The sheer walls of Grand 

Cayman are a great place to begin your 

technical diving path.

Marine life is similarly diverse with 

protected Leatherback and Green Turtles 

in Tobago, migrating Humpback Whales, 

Spotted Eagle and Manta Rays, turtles and 

dolphins off Turks & Caicos. The waters 

of the Bahamas are home to sharks of all 

kinds from the placid Lemon Shark to the 

specatcular Tiger Shark. Photographers 

will enjoy opportunity to capture the 

prolific reef life in the shallow waters of 

Bonaire where there is plenty to keep you 

occupied with your wide angle lens.

Learning to dive  Accessible and 

affordable from the UK

Underwater Volcanoes  Dominica

Phenomenal Brain Coral  Tobago

Freedom diving  Bonaire & Curacao

Immense coral walls  Cayman Islands

Wreck diving  Aruba & Grenada

Sharks  Bahamas 

© Turks and Caicos Tourist Board
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Moray eel © JADS Dive Centre

Situated on the long wide beach of 

‘Druif’, this well run, all-inclusive resort 

is excellent value for money. This is 

especially the case with up to two children 

under 18yrs old going free when sharing 

a room with two adults. All of the 236 

air-conditioned rooms are oceanfront with 

a spacious patio or balcony providing 

spectacular ocean views. There are ten 

dining options, seven bars and lounges, 

non-motorised watersports, golf, spa 

and full use of the adjacent Divi Aruba All 

Inclusive. 

The resort offers full use of all the features 

and facilities at neighborouing Divi Aruba, 

this includes nine dining options for all 

meals, snacks throughout the day and 

unlimited drinks at seven bars. There are 

three swimming pools, bicycles, tennis, 

non-motorised water sports, a 30ft rock 

climbing wall and fitness centre. If that’s 

not enough there is a 9-hole golf course,  

casino and a day spa which all incur 

additional charges.

Although there is a dive centre on 

site, we recommend the small and 

professional operation of JADS Dive Centre 

who will come and pick divers up each 

morning.

Tamarijn Aruba 

The Mill is the best kept secret of the Palm 

Beach area. It is conveniently located just 

steps away from the famous sandy white 

beach and about ten minutes drive from 

the centre of town. This cosy, compact, 

low rise resort offers comfortable, 

spacious, fully equipped rooms, some with 

a full kitchen or kitchenette. All rooms are 

air-conditioned and amenities include a 

TV, telephone and digital safe. There is 

easy access to a palm-shaded pool deck, 

with freeform swimming pools, a poolside 

bar and a café restaurant. There are also 

tennis courts, a spa and a fitness room. 

Beach facilities are located across the 

street.

We recommend the small and 

professional operation of JADS 

Dive Centre who will come and pick divers 

up each morning.

The Mill Resort & Suites 

At only 20 miles long by six miles wide, this small Caribbean island is blessed with some of the finest beaches you will 

ever see. The 42 recognised dive sites are set in clear water with a constant temperature of 28C and visibility of up to 

30 metres. Dubbed the ‘wreck diving’ capital of the Caribbean, there are a number of famous sites including the Antilla 

and the Pedernales. Other dives such as Malmok Reef, Barcadera Reef and Lago Reef are packed with schooling fish and 

dramatic coral formations. For the non-diver there are fine restaurants and shopping plus plenty of ‘off the beaten track’ 

options including hiking, cycle tours, jeep safaris and rock-climbing.

Aruba
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Aruba

A small, professional dive centre 

able to offer guests undivided and 

personal attention. Guided boat dives are 

operated seven days a week and groups 

are small with only four divers per guide. 

PADI affiliated, the centre offers a 

comprehensive range of diving courses for 

children and adults. Underwater camera 

rental is available.

There are over twenty four dive sites to 

discover in Aruba. Underwater you can 

expect to see coral and artifical reefs, 

plenty of wrecks and pinnacles, all home 

to a myriad of inquisitive colourful fish and 

occasionally a turtle cruising by. Highlights 

include the Jane Sea Wreck and the YS-

11, part of Air Aruba’s old fleet.

JADS Dive Centre 

Climate chart for Aruba

Top Tip 

To make the most of your time in the 

ABC islands, we recommend a twin 

centre holiday with either Bonaire or 

Curaçao.

Aruba & Curaçao 

Aruba is renowned for its wrecks, 

Curaçao for its reefs. Both enjoy a 

warm year round temperature and 

fantastic underwater visibility. A great 

choice for those travelling with non-

diving friends as there are plenty of 

alternative activities to participate in 

both on land and in the water. 

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Depart UK for Aruba (via 

Amsterdam).  Transfer to Mill Resort 

& Suites, 7 nights (BB). Five days 

boat diving (10 dives).  Day 8 Flight 

transfer to Curaçao. Lodge Kura 

Hulanda & Beach Club, 7 nights (BB). 

Five days diving (boat and shore).  

Day 15 Return to the UK (via 

Amsterdam).  Day 16 Arrive UK

Departures throughout the year

Cost per person from £2640

Includes return flights from the UK, 14 

nights accommodation, meal plan, all 

local transfers, 10 days diving, tanks 

and weights

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

meal plan and diving package with tanks and weights.

Tamarijn Aruba (AI) ..................................................................................... from £2245

Mill Resort & Suites (B) ............................................................................ from £1675
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The resort enjoys a reputation of informal 

relaxation, personable staff and spacious 

accommodations, just a step away from 

the lively house reef where you can dive 

or snorkel day and night. Accommodation 

is mainly in apartments of varying sizes, 

a great option for small groups.  All are 

furnished with a full kitchen, living area 

with cable TV, air-conditioning and a large 

verandah or balcony. All rooms enjoy a an 

ocean or garden view. Facilities include a 

swimming pool, Buddy Rangers Kids Club, 

and a choice of restaurants. Don’t miss out 

on the famous Friday night BBQ. 

A PADI 5* Gold Palm Resort, 

Universal Referral and Instructor 

Development Centre (IDC) with TDI 

(Technical) also available, you’ll be hard 

pushed to find another resort that offers 

such a broad spectrum of diving courses 

and activities, ranging from snorkelling 

with SASY (from 5yrs old) to taking your 

first steps as an instructor. Boat dives are 

offered daily but it is the unlimited shore 

diving package which divers enjoy the 

most due to easy access to 60 dive sites. 

All you need is a truck; swing by the tank 

refill ‘drive-thru’ and enjoy your diving at 

your own leisure 24hrs a day. For the 

adventurous and more experienced, trips 

to Washington Slagbaai National Park can 

be booked locally. Bonaire offers excellent 

conditions for underwater photography 

and the Buddy Dive Digital Photo centre 

caters for everyone. Nitrox is available.

Buddy Dive Resort 

Since 1976, the resort has been at 

the forefront of environmentally sound 

developments on Bonaire especially 

on home soil. A wide range of quality 

accommodation is available, all decorated 

in a light island style for a relaxing, breezy 

atmosphere. The ocean front restaurants 

and Deco Stop bar provide delicious 

local food, with daily ‘Happy Hour’ 

entertainment. Unwind in the Spa and 

keep up to date with your friends online in 

the Wifi Hotspots.

Created by divers for divers, Habitat 

pioneered the ‘Diving Freedom’ concept 

which offers diving 365 days a year 

providing fun, safe and innovative dive 

holidays whilst protecting the marine 

environment.  Shallow reefs lie just a few 

fin kicks from shore, and teem with a 

colourful variety of fish, sponges and corals. 

The PADI 5* Instructor 

Development Centre (IDC) also 

offers training courses through NAUI, SSI 

and TDI/SDI (Technical).  There are also 

fully equipped photographic facilities 

available, including instruction. Three boat 

dives are offered daily as well as unlimited 

shore diving. Nitrox is available.

Whether you are a snorkeller, novice or 

technical diver, eco-adventurer or just 

want to get away from it all – Habitat Dive 

Resorts will have the perfect package for 

you. In fact, why not take a two-centre 

holiday with Habitat Curaçao and get a 

free flight between the islands?

Habitat Bonaire 

A casual resort gaily painted in hues of 

blue, pink, and warm yellow. Many of the 

hotel’s 129 air-conditioned rooms and 

studios are on the waterfront, with private 

patio or balcony, and are surrounded 

by lush tropical gardens. The spacious 

studios with kitchenettes are perfect for 

families.  Children under the age of 12yrs 

old stay free when sharing a room with 

an adult. There are wheelchair friendly 

rooms available. Facilities include a choice 

of restaurants and bars, two swimming 

pools, spa, fitness centre, gift shop and 

casino. 

Divi Dive Bonaire is a PADI 5* Gold 

Palm Dive Centre offering a full 

range of courses including TDI and 

Technical. Up to three boat dives are 

offered daily, with unlimited shore diving 

as standard. The house reef, Calabas, has 

easy access from the shore for snorkellers 

and divers to get amongst the dense coral 

growth and multitude of colourful marine 

life. Nitrox is available. 

Divi Flamingo Beach Resort  
& Casino This exclusive resort provides luxury, 

romance and adventure whilst keeping the 

old island charm. Accommodation choices 

include luxurious Beachfront Suites, 

ground floor Courtyard Rooms or 

Marinafront Rooms. Here, all the pleasures 

are outside your door including a 400 

metre long sandy beach, swimming pool, a 

full service 60-slip marina, tennis centre, 

spa and fitness centre. An unforgettable 

dining experience, guests enjoy their 

meals at La Balandra, designed after an 

antique Spanish ship with a dining deck 

extending out to sea. 

Great Adventures Bonaire, based 

on-site, offers a wide range of 

water sports activities. The PADI affiliated 

centre caters for divers and snorkellers 

alike. Daily boat dives and unlimited shore 

diving are included in your dive package. 

The resort features its own wreck site with 

‘Our Confidence’ lying in shallow water 

only 30 metres from the shore.

Harbour Village Beach Club 

A ‘Diver’s Paradise’, this small island lies just north of Venezuela and is a perfect all-year family holiday destination, with little 

rainfall, a village feel and much to see and do. The calm, clear, warm waters are a Marine Park and home to the most diverse 

fish life in the Caribbean and with over 80 dive sites and 17 dedicated snorkel sites, underwater enthusiasts will not only 

want to, but need to return to make sure they haven’t missed anything! Undoubtedly the shore diving capital of the world, 

this is a great choice for those wanting to learn to dive, families and underwater photographers. Bonaire is equally famous for 

windsurfing in Lac Bay and there are plenty of other activities to participate in such as kayaking in the mangroves, moutain 

biking and observing the local wildlife, namely flamingos and iguanas. 
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Curacao (Willemstad)

Climate chart for Kralendijk

Bonaire

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

meal plan, transfers (car hire for Buddy Dive) and diving package with tanks and 

weights.

Buddy Dive Resort (RO) ........................................................................... from £1615

Habitat Bonaire (B) ..................................................................................... from £1595

Divi Flamingo (B) ......................................................................................... from £1715

Harbour Village Beach Club (B) ............................................................ from £1875
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Breathtaking coral cliffs surrounded 

by an alluring sandy beach create an 

ideal setting for this luxurious, tranquil 

resort; only 30 minutes from Curaçao’s 

international airport. The elegantly 

appointed villas, suites and guestrooms 

feature a private balcony or verandah 

with stunning panoramic views of the 

ocean or tropical gardens. The freeform 

pool overlooks the beach below and other 

facilities include three restaurants, a well 

equipped fitness centre and spa. 

Ocean Encounters West is a PADI 

5* Resort offering a full range of 

diving courses up to Divemaster level. 

Shore diving and daily boat dives allow 

divers and snorkellers to enjoy the most 

spectacular sites in Curaçao, most of 

which are close by, such as Alice in 

Wonderland, a shore dive from the main 

base at nearby Kalki beach. Afternoon boat 

dives often visit the wreck of the Fokker 

Fairchild 27 in Watamula where divers also 

enjoy spectacular corals and a large 

variety of marine life in clear warm waters. 

Nitrox is available. 

A complimentary shuttle service operates 

daily to the sister property of Hotel 

Kura Hulanda Spa & Casino nestled in 

Willemstad, a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Lodge Kura Hulanda & 
Beach Club 

Caribbean Reef Squid

Curaçao

Located on a private estate 20 minutes 

drive from the capital, Willemstad, 

the resort is a haven for divers and 

those looking to relax in the tranquil 

atmosphere with outstanding sea views 

and tropical gardens; an oasis of natural 

beauty. Accommodation is spacious 

and offers garden or ocean views, all 

with an outdoor verandah or balcony. 

For families and groups, the Lanai Villas 

have two bedrooms, a kitchenette and an 

outdoor living space along with modern 

facilities. The infinity pool and restaurant 

overlook the azure Caribbean sea. Car and 

mountain-bike rental is available. Hiking 

trails begin on the estate and Knip Beach 

is close by for those who want to relax. A 

complimentary shuttle bus service runs 

twice daily to Willemstad.

DiveVersity is a PADI 5* Gold Palm 

centre offering a wide range of 

courses up to instructor level. Your diving 

holiday will be safe and enjoyable in this 

relaxed and friendly environment with 

warm, clear water and very little current 

year round. Daily shore and boat dives are 

offered to nearby dive sites, the most 

famous of these being Mushroom Forest 

with giant star corals, sponges and 

hundreds of species of marine life.  

Qualified divers can enjoy the house reef 

24hrs a day, this is especially exciting at 

night and during the coral spawning 

months (Sep-Oct) each year. Nitrox is 

available.

Habitat Curaçao Resort 

Located in the small fishing village of 

Wespunt, surrounded by tropical hills 

and with views of the bay and a fantastic 

star filled night sky, the apartments offer 

all that you need on holiday in a relaxed 

atmosphere. Each oceanfront apartment 

comes with a fully equipped kitchenette, 

private seaview balcony or verandah, a 

perfect place to enjoy the spectacular 

sunset. The beach below is perfect for 

swimming, snorkelling and diving. Car 

rental is available.

Ocean Encounters West is a PADI 

5* Dive Resort located on Kalki 

beach and with Alice in Wonderland as the 

house reef, this is one of the best diving 

locations on the island. The centre offers a 

wide range of courses and quality 

equipment rental. Daily dives are offered 

on the comfortable custom built dive boats 

as well as the opportunity to visit the 

deserted Klein Curaçao on a day trip, 

enjoying the friendly service and a BBQ on 

the beach. A statue of Neptune in the bay 

below keeps a watchful eye on the 

apartments and is regularly visited by 

divers and snorkellers.

All West Apartments & Diving 

Discover the many wonders of Curaçao, an island nation with a rich heritage and thriving culture, world-class diving and 

beaches, invigorating outdoor adventures, stunning architecture and intruiging music, art and cuisine. The highlight of the 

year is Carnival which brings together more than 40 ethnic groups in one flamboyant, frenetic celebration from January to 

March. The island is outside of the hurricane belt and the topography of limestone scenery is as spectacular as it is barren. 

This is ideal for both snorkellers and divers who can explore the reefs close to shore easily, with visibility often up to 50 

metres year round. With over 65 pristine dive sites to explore from reefs to wrecks, there is plenty here for everyone to enjoy.
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Climate chart for Willemstad

Suggested Itinerary 

Bonaire and Curaçao are the perfect 

combination for a diving enthusiasts 

holiday. Spend seven nights at each 

and your flight between the islands is 

free of charge. Enjoy the warm clear 

waters and dive 24hrs a day from 

both of these popular, diver friendly 

island nations.

Day 1 Depart UK for Bonaire (via 

Amsterdam).  Transfer to Habitat 

Bonaire, 7 nights (BB). Five days boat 

diving (boat and shore). Day 8 Flight 

transfer to Curaçao. Habitat Curaçao, 

7 nights (BB). Five days diving (boat 

and shore).  Day 15 Return to the UK 

(via Amsterdam).  Day 16 Arrive UK

Departures throughout the year

Cost per person from £2175

Includes return flights from the UK, 

14 nights accommodation, breakfast, 

all local transfers, 10 days diving, 

tanks and weights

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

All West Apartments (RO) ....................................................................... from £1520

Habitat Curaçao (B) ................................................................................... from £1640

Lodge Kura Hulanda & Beach Club (B) ............................................. from £1830
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Tobago

Its tropical climate, friendly people and easy pace of life make this less commercialisesd Caribbean island a relaxed and 

welcoming destination all year round. A premier eco-tourism destination with ancient protected rainforest, home to over 

400 bird species, stunning reefs boasting an abundance of marine life, and the world’s largest known brain coral. The 

unspoilt and secluded beaches are enjoyed by all, whether snorkelling on the shallow reefs or riding the ocean swells. The 

Caribbean Sea laps the north shore and the Atlantic Ocean rolls on to its south; with these nutrient-rich waters. Tobago has 

some of the best diving in the world. There are many gentle dives suitable for beginners, whilst experienced divers can 

enjoy challenging drift dives. 
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Climate chart for Tobago

A small friendly property located in the 

south of the island a short stroll from 

Store Bay and Pigeon Point. With only 20, 

compact en-suite, air-conditioned rooms 

this is a small, fun and good value property 

with a lively restaurant. Accommodation 

is either amidst lush tropical gardens or 

a poolside cabana. Pleasantly initimate, 

with a personal style of service, this is a 

popluar choice for divers.

The on-site R & Sea PADI and 

BSAC affiliated dive centre offers a 

full range of diving courses. Daily boat 

dives are offered south of the island. Local 

sites include Flying Reef and Majeston, 

famed for its lobster population. The 

Caribbean coast features two popular sites 

in Mount Irvine Wall, a shallow sponge and 

coral encrusted site with resident 

seahorses and Queen Angel Fish, and the 

wreck for the MV Maverick. The variety of 

dive sites afford a fantastic diving holiday 

for both beginners and more experienced 

divers.

Toucan Inn & Bonkers 

Nestled between the foothills of Tobago’s 

highest mountain and the beach of 

Speyside Bay in the north, the property 

has spectacular, unhindered views 

across the water and out to the nature 

reserves of Little Tobago and Goat Island. 

Accommodation is clean and simple, with 

a Caribbean style, offering double or twin 

beds, air-conditioning, en-suite bathroom 

and a balcony with a view of the sea. 

Other facilities include a pool, internet 

room and a restaurant most famous for its 

seafood dishes. 

Extra Divers are SSI, CMAS and 

PADI affiliated and offer up to four 

daily guided boat dives to a choice of thirty 

nearby dive sites on the Atlantic coast. 

Depending on your ability there are options 

for snorkellers, beginners and experienced 

divers. Special excursions can be arranged 

to visit sites such as Sisters and London 

Bridge, known for their spectacular 

topography and marine life including larger 

pelagics enjoying the strong currents. 

Speyside Inn 

Tucked away in a secluded bay in the 

north of Tobago, this friendly 38-room 

hotel is set in 46 acres of lush tropical 

grounds, which are practically a bird 

sanctuary. Accommodation options range 

from standard rooms to private bungalows 

all with air-conditioning, en-suite 

bathrooms and sea views; some are self 

catering. There are wheelchair friendly 

rooms and suitable pathways throughout. 

Facilities include a restaurant and bar, 

complimentary kayaks, nature trails, 

activities court and a games room with TV. 

Explore the rainforest with local experts 

to discover why this property is an award 

winning Eco Adventure Resort. 

Aquamarine Dive is a PADI Gold 

Palm facility located on-site and 

caters for all levels of certifications and 

divers. There are snorkelling sites off 

nearby Goat Island and daily boat dives 

are offered to local dive sites suitable for a 

wide range of diving abilities. ‘Cathedral’, 

a gently sloping reef, is famous for a 

family of Giraffe Garden Eels and 

encounters with the elusive Manta Ray. 

‘Spinny Colony’ is known for its abundant 

marine life and schools of fish. Dive with 

Nurse Sharks and turtles or get the feeling 

you are in a bonsai garden in the Kamaze 

Cut, a fast drift dive at ‘Japanese Gardens’.

Blue Waters Inn North and South 

Tobago is a premier eco-tourism 

destination with plenty of diving 

opportunities for all. A great place 

to learn to dive and an affordable 

Caribbean island. Explore reefs, enjoy 

thrilling drift dives and discover the 

lush tropical rainforest and all it has 

to offer.

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Depart UK for Tobago. Transfer 

to Toucan Inn in the south, 7 nights 

(BB). Five days boat diving (10 dives).  

Day 8 Road transfer to Speyside in the 

north. Speyside Inn, 7 nights (BB). Five 

days boat diving (10 dives).  Day 15 

Return to the UK.  Day 16 Arrive UK

Wed departures throughout the year

Cost per person from £1695

Includes return flights from the UK, 14 

nights accommodation, breakfast, all 

local transfers, 10 days diving, tanks 

and weights

Top Tip 

Affordable and great value for money. 

Ask us about special accommodation 

and diving offers for Tobago 

throughout 2011!

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

breakfast, transfers (not Toucan Inn) and diving package with tanks and weights.

Toucan Inn & Bonkers ............................................................................... from £1095

Speyside Inn ................................................................................................. from £1150

Bluewaters Inn ............................................................................................. from £1510
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Grenada  
& Carriacou

A short distance from Grand Anse Beach, 

this boutique resort is set amongst 

tropical gardens sloping down to the 

sparkling blue waters of True Blue Bay. 

Accommodation ranges from bright 

colourful and cheery True Blue Style rooms 

to luxurious Villas. All are equipped with 

air-conditioning, en-suite bathroom, cable 

TV and Wifi. The Dodgy Dock restaurant 

is popular with locals and tourists alike, 

offering a broad range of cuisine in a 

relaxed and comfortable setting. Other 

facilities include a swimming pool, day 

spa, cookery classes, small children’s 

playground, kayaks, hobie-cat sailing and 

yacht charters. 

A diver dedicated resort, the 

resident operators are Aquanauts 

Grenada, a professional outfit offering daily 

boat dives and courses for all, from 

Bubblemaker (from eight years old) to 

speciality courses such as PADI Deep 

Diver and SDI Solo Diver, great for 

photographers. 

True Blue Bay Resort 

A small family run guest house located 

on a gentle slope only 30 metres from 

the sea. This is an ideal base from which 

to explore Carriacou and only a short 

15 minute walk to the dive centre in 

Hillsborough, where you will also find a 

selection of shops, cafés and restaurants. 

The Inn has five simple and individually 

designed rooms equipped with fans and 

mosquito nets. Most rooms have private 

facilities and lead off from the verandah. 

There is also a private cottage and 

bungalow for those seeking more privacy. 

The second floor restaurant and bar is 

open for breakfast and dinner and offers 

marvellous views across the Caribbean 

Sea. 

Enjoy peaceful deserted beaches, explore 

magnificent offshore cays and set your 

watch to ‘island time’; Carriacou is an 

unspoiled island, off the beaten track and 

perfect for intrepid travellers.

Diving is operated by Carriacou 

Silver Diving, a PADI 5* Resort.

Green Roof Inn 

A PADI 5* Gold Palm Resort, SDI & 

TDI (Technical) facility located at 

True Blue Bay Resort and Spice Island 

Beach Resort, also servicing guests at 

Blue Horizons Garden Resort, offering a 

comprehensive range of diving courses for 

children and adults.

The fleet of three custom dive boats offer 

daily two tank morning and one tank 

afternoon dives to a choice of 30 sites, 

with the flexibility of grouping divers into 

different abilities to ensure a personal 

service and enjoyable diving for all.

The reefs and wrecks remain unspoiled 

and divers will discover an abundance 

of coral and marine fish life including 

Creole Wrasse, turtles, rays and Nurse 

Sharks. The underwater scenery ranges 

from lazy drift dives over coral gardens 

to exhilarating exploration of wrecks, the 

most well known being the ‘Bianca C’, a 

luxurious passenger ferry which caught 

fire and sank just outside St George’s 

in the 1960s. This, in particular, is what 

advanced divers come to Grenada to visit. 

Nitrox is complimentary to qualified divers.

Aquanauts Grenada 

A PADI 5* Gold Palm Resort 

located in Hillsborough, owned by 

long term residents of Carriacou, Claudia 

and Max. With a personal and friendly 

service they offer two boat dives a day. 

Dive groups are small and the dive sites 

are only 10-15 minutes away. Relax over 

lunch at their colourful Lyme and Dine 

restaurant, set in tropical gardens with an 

ever changing menu based on European 

cuisine with a Caribbean twist.

Dive sites include shallow gentle slopes 

featuring rock gardens filled with lobster, 

moray eels and critters. With little current, 

these are perfect for photographers. 

There are more breathtaking sites such 

as ‘Circles’, where passing through the 

channel of ‘Big and Little Sister’ offer 

truly magnificent views of aquatic life on 

multi level dives. Night dives at ‘Millenium 

2000’ are particularly spectacular, as are 

encounters with ‘champagne’ bubbles 

from volcanic activity on dive sites such as 

‘Magic Garden’.

A full programme of diving courses are 

offered from taking your first bubbles as a 

‘try dive’ right through to instructor level 

including twelve specialities. 

Carriacou Silver Diving 

A vibrant and welcoming destination, Grenada is known as the ‘Spice Island’ of the Caribbean whilst Carriacou translates as 

‘land of reefs’, a great combination for a memorable holiday no matter what your pleasure. The capital, St. George’s is one of the 

most picturesque towns in the Caribbean full of colonial architecture and friendly faces. Enjoy the sweet scents of nutmeg and 

cinnamon, explore the Grand Etang rainforest, waterfalls and rum distilleries or simply relax; the choice is yours. 

Underwater highlights include the wrecks of ‘Bianca C’, the largest in the Caribbean and ‘San Juan’ with its resident Nurse 

Sharks. The Sculpture Park lies in clear shallow waters attracting coral growth and the opportunity for visitors to witness the 

processes of reef evolution.

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

breakfast, transfers (not True Blue Bay Resort) and diving package with tanks and weights.

True Blue Bay Resort ................................................................................ from £1425

Green Roof Inn ............................................................................................. from £1295
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Top Tip 

Looking for alternative 

accommodation to suit your needs? 

We also offer the Flamboyant Hotel 

and Blue Horizons Garden Resort on 

Grenada.

Carriacou © Teresa Bennett
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Visitors come to Dominica not only for the world-class diving, but also to explore the island’s wealth of eco-activities and 

unspoiled nature. Extensive geothermal activity can be found above and below sea level on this sparsely populated island nation. 

Located in the eastern Caribbean between Guadeloupe in the north and Martinique in the south, the island has a rich history 

and is home to the Morne Trois Pitons National park, the first UNESCO World Heritage Site in the region. The main underwater 

attractions are not only the spectacular topography but the rich marine life, some of which are rarely seen on other islands. There 

are plenty of dive sites to explore from shallow coral patches to sharp pinnacle, volcanic vents, vertical walls interspersed with 

caverns and swim-throughs. Dominica is known as the ‘Whale Watching Capital of the Caribbean’ and boasts a 95% success 

rate in spotting whales or dolphins throughout the year.
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Two minutes walk from the centre of 

Roseau, Dominica’s most luxurious full 

service hotel is built within the walls of the 

18th century fort, on the edge of a rocky 

bluff overlooking the Caribbean. All 71 

rooms are air-conditioned with en-suite 

bathroom, cable TV and internet access. 

Categories range from a Standard Room 

to the luxurious Oceanfront Suite, all are 

well appointed with modern facilities and 

most overlook the tranquil Caribbean 

Sea. The Waterfront restaurant serves all 

meals, and light snacks are available at 

the Boardwalk Café Bar. The Balas Bar is 

famous for its island cocktails and rum 

punch. Other facilities include a swimming 

pool, spa, gym and duty-free. 

Daily boat diving is operated by Dive 

Dominica.

Aside from diving, the most popular 

activities around the island include 

whale watching, hiking, river tubing and 

a number of waterfall excursions in the 

dense rainforest. These can be included in 

your tailor-made adventure package, ask 

us for further details.

Fort Young Hotel 

Perched over the tranquil Caribbean Sea, 

a mile south of Roseau, consider the hotel 

your home away from home.  There are 32 

spacious well appointed air-conditioned 

rooms with en-suite bathrooms, island 

style décor, cable TV and high speed 

internet. Choose between a Pool Side 

or Ocean Front room. Enjoy home-style 

Creole Cuisine at the Ocean Terrace 

Restaurant or relax in the Carib Bar with 

Laro’s Anchorage rum punch. There is 

a swimming pool and a wide choice of 

adventures can be arranged locally. 

The on-site PADI 5* facility has a 

fleet of four vessels suitable for 

diving and whale watching. A range of 

courses are available from beginner to 

divemaster level. Morning guided boat 

dives are operated daily with the 

knowledgeable and experienced team 

ensuring your diving requirements are 

fulfilled, whether it’s searching for tiny 

marine life or the thrill of an encounter 

with something larger.

Pioneers of the dive and whale watching 

industry in Dominica, the hotel boasts a 

Sperm Whale Skeleton mounted near the 

lounge where guides hold educational 

talks and briefings for whale watching 

tours.

Anchorage Hotel 

Dive Dominica, based at Fort 

Young Hotel, is PADI and SSI 

affiliated. Guided morning boat dives 

operate daily, with afternoon and night 

dives on request. A wide range of courses 

are available should you want to learn or 

further your diving skills. 

Dive sites in the marine reserves offer 

spectacular scenes from huge pinnacles 

rising to the surface to archways with 

large schools of Blackbar Soldierfish. 

Colourful reefs play host to rare and 

interesting marine life such as the Red 

Banded Lobster and seahorses which live 

amongst the hard and soft corals. Divers 

and snorkellers are more than likely to 

spot turtles and frogfish, and may be lucky 

enough to encounter dolphins, sharks and 

whales. Nitrox is available.

.

Dive Dominica Whale watching 

Join our sister company, 

Oceans Worldwide, on a 

spectacular whale watching group trip 

in 2011.

Taking place against the rugged, 

rainforest backdrop of Dominica, the 

nature island, spend a week spotting 

nursery groups of female Sperm 

Whales with their young, Spinner and 

Pantropical Spotted Dolphins, Short-

Finned Pilot Whales and Pygmy Sperm 

Whales. Listen to echolocating Sperm 

Whales and chattering dolphins with 

the help of an onboard hydrophone. 

A full day will be spent exploring the 

tropical rainforest looking for endemic 

parrots, hummingbirds and other 

wildlife on this beautiful Caribbean 

Island.

Trip dates are 16-23 April and 5-12 

November 2011. 

Take the opportunity of spending 

an additional week, before or after, 

exploring the unique underwater world 

where Caribbean diving is at its best.

Ask a member of the Dive Worldwide 

Team for further details on these 

exclusive group tours.

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

breakfast, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Fort Young Hotel ......................................................................................... from £1675

Anchorage Hotel ......................................................................................... from £1650

Coral reef © Andy Lange - www.aquapix.tv
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Photographing sharks © Stuart Cove

A favourite amongst divers, this small 

charming property has a lot of Caribbean 

charm and character. Set on a hilltop 

overlooking the ocean, the hotel is 50 

steps from a white sandy beach and the 

crystal clear water of the Bahamas. Only 

five minutes drive from the airport, it’s 

perfect for a stopover or long-stay where 

you will, no doubt, become part of the 

family. 

The 32 room hotel offers accommodation 

ranging from the cosy Studio rooms 

to the spacious Cottage complete with 

kitchenette. All are comfortably furnished 

and feature air-conditioning, balcony or 

verandah, en-suite bathrooms and satellite 

TV. Facilities include a swimming pool, 

small restaurant and bar, laundry service 

and WiFi in the hotspot areas.

Diving is with world renowned Stuart 

Cove’s Dive Centre.

Orange Hill Beach Inn 

A PADI 5* Gold Palm, Universal 

Referral and SDI training facility, 

Stuart Cove’s has a well earned reputation 

as one of the best diving operations, 

offering world class diving adventures, 

staff and state of the art equipment. Divers 

are transferred to and from the dive centre 

free of charge on diving days.

Up to four guided boat dives are offered 

daily, accommodating divers of all abilities 

on the fleet of eight custom built dive 

boats. Some of the best dive sites are only 

ten minutes away and include wonderful 

walls, colourful reefs and world famous 

wrecks. Afternoon diving generally gives 

divers the opportunity to learn new 

skills such as underwater photography, 

with a comprehensive list of courses 

available, or sign up for the popular ‘Shark 

Adventure™’ which introduces thrill 

seeking divers to wild sharks and provides 

divers a close up look at these magnificent 

and misunderstood creatures. Daily 

snorkelling trips are operated to shallow 

reefs and wrecks in custom built boats. 

Nitrox is available.

Stuart Cove’s  

Located on one of the most south-eastern 

islands of the Bahamas, this purpose 

built resort has been welcoming divers 

and watersports enthusiasts since 

the 1960s. The resort offers excellent 

facilities, a friendly casual atmosphere and 

magnificent ocean views. Accommodation 

is in two blocks with a choice of 

Standard (overlooking the pool) or Deluxe 

Oceanfront. All are air-conditioned and 

feature modern amenities including 

cable TV and en-suite bathroom. There 

is a swimming pool, restaurant, beautiful 

white sandy beach on your doorstep and 

the Driftwood Bar which invites guests 

to leave a souvenir, their walls decorated 

from previous visitors.

Located in the marina complex, 

the dive centre is SSI and PADI 

affiliated. The majority of the 50+ dive 

sites are located on the calm lee side of 

the island. With over 20 miles of dramatic 

walls starting in 12 metres of crystal clear 

water, there is something for everyone to 

observe. Up to three guided boat dives are 

offered daily on two custom built dive 

boats. The healthy reefs are teeming with 

marine life from nudibranch, crabs and 

shrimps to barracudas, stingrays and 

many shark species including the 

Scalloped Hammerhead. There are 

swim-throughs and caverns to explore, 

and with visibility at an average of 40 

metres, underwater photographers will be 

in their element.

Riding Rock Resort & Marina 

Top Tip 

Celebrating 50 years of welcoming 

divers and exploring Andros, ask us 

about Small Hope Bay special offers 

in 2011!

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Orange Hill Beach Inn (B) ........................................................................ from £1465

Riding Rock Resort (B) ............................................................................. from £1815

Small Hope Bay Lodge (AI) .................................................................... from £2540

The diversity of the Bahamas is breathtaking; from the bustling streets of cosmopolitan Nassau to the tranquillity of the 

outer islands offering an authentic, relaxing Bahamian life. A tropical paradise where each of the 700 islands exhibits its 

own character, the product of a rich history and a culture unique to each island and its people. Formed mainly of flat coral 

and protected by the world’s third largest barrier reef, the archipelago has something to offer everyone. A diver’s paradise 

with over 1,000 regularly dived sites offering pristine colourful reefs, multitudes of exciting wrecks, spectacular walls, blue 

holes, fantastic caves and the chance to dive with sharks and dolphins. The warm crystal clear waters are an adventure 

playground for snorkellers as well as seasoned divers. We recommend exploring the islands by liveaboard.
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Bahamas

The largest Bahamian island, Andros, is 

home to 140 miles of barrier reef and lies 

next to the ‘Tongue of the Ocean’, a 2,000 

metre deep oceanic trench. Also famed for 

its Blue Holes, biodiversity of bird species, 

inland waterways and fishing flats, there’s 

something for everyone.

This all inclusive family run resort offers a 

friendly informal atmosphere and is built 

around a central coral and Andros pine 

lodge. A ten minute drive from Andros 

Town airport, the 21 rooms (cottages) 

are of similar build located directly on 

the beach. All are furnished with local 

décor and feature a ceiling fan and 

en-suite bathroom. Half the rooms have 

air-conditioning. Emphasis here is on a 

natural environment with a relaxing, low-

impact lifestyle and no dress code.  

Catering for divers and snorkellers 

for half a century, the well 

equipped on-site dive centre is PADI, NAUI, 

SDI and TDI (Technical) affiliated. There are 

over 60 dive sites to explore including 

colourful shallow reefs, coral gardens, 

wrecks, stunning wall dives and 

breathtaking blue holes. Up to three daily 

boat dives are offered. The majority of dive 

sites are only 15 minutes from the lodge. 

Nitrox is available

Small Hope Bay Lodge 

© Charles Stirling
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Depart from Nassau on a Saturday 

for seven days in a 20 metre sloop 

to dive the stunning waters of the Exumas, 

southwest Eleuthera and Little San 

Salvador in the central Bahamas. 

Accommodation on board is casual and 

fun, with four air-conditioned cabins areas 

accommodating up to 22 passengers in 

dormitory style single or double bunks 

with a privacy curtain. 

The itinerary is set by the weather 

conditions at the time, offering divers 

the best adventure and diving schedule 

including trips to uninhabited islands. 

Up to four dives are offered each day. 

Dive sites vary in depth and topography 

including beautiful coral reefs, blue holes, 

walls, high speed drift, night and shark 

dives. Whilst Caribbean and Nurse Sharks 

are seen at Amberjack Reef, Tiger Sharks 

are occasionally seen on the sandy banks. 

Eagle Rays glide gracefully by the walls 

and photographers will enjoy taking 

pictures of the thriving macro community. 

Thrill seekers will also enjoy a high speed 

drift dive at the ‘Washing Machine’ site. 

Recognised by divers as one of the best 

liveaboard experiences, the camaraderie 

and adventure on board keeps divers 

returning year after year. Trips operate 

all year with the wind being best from 

Oct-Apr and the calm seas and warmer 

water being over the summer months of 

Aug–Oct. 

Blackbeard’s Cruises 

Turtle and diver © Stuart Cove

Aqua Cat © Sarah Wight
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This luxurious 31 metre 

catamaran liveaboard departs 

Nassau on Saturdays throughout the year 

for a week long trip in the Exuma Cays 

Land and Sea Park, the most pristine area 

in the Bahamas. All 11 cabins have a 

private bathroom and air-conditioning 

– port and starboard cabins also have two 

large windows with shades. There is a 

spacious dining/saloon area, TV/DVD, 

video editing area and a photo light table, 

as well as an alfresco relaxation area. The 

dive deck is equipped with a photo station 

with a large work area and outlets for 

battery charging, fresh water rinse sinks 

and showers. 

Home to some of the most prolific and 

varied underwater life of any coral 

reef in the world the Exumas are a 

photographer’s dream. With up to five 

dives per day your dive adventure will 

include painted walls, friendly groupers, 

thrilling shark encounters, exhilarating 

high speed drift dives and mysterious blue 

holes. Many dive sites are frequented by 

Lemon, Caribbean Reef, and Nurse Sharks, 

and a shark feed dive is usually offered 

during your trip. The 8 metre long ‘Sea 

Dog’ launch accompanies the trip and 

can take you to isolated beaches on the 

mostly uninhabited islands of the northern 

Exumas, where you can sunbathe, snorkel 

or fish. Nitrox is available.

Aqua Cat Cruises 

This 26 metre ocean expedition 

trawler yacht, designed to ride the 

sea in comfort, safety and style cruises the 

waters of Little Bahama Bank (Mar-Apr 

and Nov-Dec). There are date specific 

expeditions concentrating solely on Tiger 

Shark encounters, an elusive and usually 

solitary species readily seen here. They 

can reach lengths in excess of eight 

metres, but most of those encountered by 

divers are in the range of two to four 

metres. 

Trips depart West Palm Beach, Florida, 

for seven days and accommodation is 

in five spacious cabins, with upper and 

lower bunk beds, and one large cabin 

with a double bed, for a maximum of 12 

guests. There are three separate heads 

with showers. The salon has tables for 

dining, a TV/DVD and there is adequate 

shelving space for cameras. Life on board 

is informal and relaxing, comfortable and 

clean. 

The itinerary includes opportunities to 

observe Tiger Sharks, Great Hammerhead, 

Caribbean Reef, Lemon and Nurse Sharks. 

It is also possible to see Atlantic Spotted 

and Bottlenose Dolphins during your 

trip. Up to five dives a day are offered. 

Due to the nature of the activity, and 

the geographic diving conditions, it is 

recommended that you are an experienced 

diver (minimum Advanced Open Water or 

equivalent) and accept the risk associated 

with shark diving. Given the traditional 

inquisitive and potentially aggressive 

behaviour of these sharks, there is some 

risk during shark diving encounters.

M/Y Dolphin Dream 

A week onboard this luxurious 35 

metre liveaboard is the ideal way 

to experience the southern remote islands 

and marine life of the Bahamas. 

Accommodation is in nine comfortable 

cabins with air-conditioning and en-suite 

bathrooms. The salon is furnished with 

modern amenties and is a comfortable 

place for divers to relax or edit their photos 

and videos. There is a large sundeck and a 

well equipped dive deck. 

Departures are on Saturdays from George 

Town on Great Exuma Island (Apr-Jul). 

The itinerary allows divers to explore 

the fabulous islands of San Salvador, 

Conception Island, Cat Island, Long Island 

and the Exumas. Up to five dives a day 

are scheduled. The variety of dive sites 

include shallow coral reefs, deep walls, 

swim-throughs and drop offs, all with an 

amazingly rich and diverse rich marine 

life. Divers will enjoy the opportunity of 

encounters with a number of species of 

shark including Caribbean Reef, Nurse, 

Great Hammerhead, Tiger and Bull during 

this adventurous trip.  Nitrox is available.

From Jul-Apr the boat moves to the 

northeast Caribbean and cruises the 

islands of Saba & St. Kitts, offering a 

unique diving itinerary. Ask a member 

of the Dive Worldwide Team for further 

details.

Caribbean Explorer ll 

Liveaboard Selection Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights on 

liveaboard in a twin share cabin, full board, transfers and diving package with tanks 

and weights.

Blackbeard’s Cruises ................................................................................ from £1450

Aqua Cat ......................................................................................................... from £2460

Dolphin Dream (6 Nights) ........................................................................ from £2365

Caribbean Explorer ll ................................................................................ from £2305
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Left to right: Coastline © Turks & Caicos Tourist Board, Salt Cay © Turks & Caicos Tourist Board

The hotel is located amidst lush tropical 

gardens on the island of Providenciales 

(Provo) and across the road from the 

pristine white sandy beach of Grace 

Bay. The 98 Junior Suites feature 

brightly coloured Caribbean décor, air-

conditioning, en-suite bathroom, cable TV, 

complimentary WiFi and is non-smoking 

throughout. Other facilities include a 

swimming pool and bar. The adjacent 

shopping complex offers a number of 

restaurants and is home to the dive centre. 

Dive Provo is a PADI 5* Resort, SSI 

Partner in Paradise and is also 

affiliated with NAUI and TDI (Technical), 

offering a comprehensive range of 

courses. Daily two tank morning boat 

dives include sites such as Northwest 

Point, French Cay, Sandore Channel and 

West Caicos. Divers benefit from a 

profusion of undisturbed marine life in the 

Princess Alexandra National Park and can 

expect to see Caribbean Reef Sharks, 

Horse-Eyed Jacks, Hawksbill Turtles, 

Nassau Grouper and healthy coral reefs 

teeming with life. Nitrox is available.

Comfort Suites Hotel 

Located on a beautiful beach on Grand 

Turk with idyllic ocean views, this resort 

is a short walk to Cockburn Town. The 

comfortable accommodation is simply 

decorated and consists of 12 beachfront 

rooms and four suites with their own 

kitchenette. Each room has a private 

balcony looking over beautiful Pillory 

beach. Air-conditioning, en-suite shower 

rooms, ceiling fans, fridges and satellite TV 

are standard. 

A full PADI approved in-house dive 

operation caters solely for its 

guests. Offering a wide range of courses 

for those looking to learn to those looking 

for more adventure on the deep walls 

packed with marine life. Daily boat dives 

operate to shallow reefs, dramatic coral 

walls that plunge into the mile deep 

Columbus Passage and exhilirating 

swim-throughs, with fascinating marine 

life including Manta Rays and turtles as 

well as rare black corals. Nitrox is 

available.

Bohio Dive Resort 

A beautiful lodging located on a 

spectacular sandy beach just a short walk 

from the hub of Salt Cay life. A remote 

island, there are only 60 permenant 

residents but plenty of heritage and 

culture. Surrounded by a grove of 

casaurina trees, there is a choice of five 

spacious, private, one-bedroom suites. 

Facilities include air-conditioning, living 

room, kitchenette, sea view verandah and 

use of bicycles. The well kept grounds 

feature hammocks and there is a spacious 

deck for whale watching.

Salt Cay Divers are a full service 

PADI affiliated dive centre. Daily 

two tank morning boat dives visit the 

spectacular walls, canyons, drops offs and 

wrecks of Salt Cay and Grand Turk. 

Snorkellers and divers will be impressed 

at the plethora of underwater life which 

includes the seasonal Humpback Whale 

migration, Nurse Sharks, Hawksbill Turtles, 

Conch and Eagle Rays. The pristine walls 

are adorned with colourful sponges and 

corals. Divers can also explore the 

Endymion, an unsalvaged 18th Century 

British warship.

Tradewinds Guest Suites 

This luxurious 36 metre liveaboard 

departs Provo each Saturday 

(Apr-Dec) for a thrilling seven night 

adventure along the coast of 

Providenciales, West Caicos and French 

Cay. Accommodating 18 passengers in 

eight air-conditioned stateroom cabins, the 

boat features all the modern amenties a 

diver could wish for, with particular care in 

catering for photographers. 

Up to five dives a day are offered on the 

sheer walls which begin in the shallows 

and plunge into the deep blue abyss. 

The crevasses and ledges are decorated 

with huge orange Elephant Ear Sponges 

and gorgonians. Divers can also expect 

colourful reef systems with a bountiful 

tropical marine life. Nitrox is available.

Turks & Caicos Aggressor 

This luxurious 38 metre liveaboard 

departs Provo each Saturday for a 

seven night adventure cruising the waters 

of Turks & Caicos. Accommodating 20 

passengers in ten air-conditioned 

stateroom cabins, the boat features all the 

modern conveniences divers have come to 

expect.  

Up to five dives a day are offered. 

Highlights include famous sites such as 

Black Coral Forest, Shark Hotel, G-spot 

for the giant gorgonians and  Double-D 

for Spotted Eagle Rays. Nitrox and Solo 

Diving are available as with any boat in the 

Explorer Fleet.

Caribbean Explorer ll 

An archipelago located at the southern tip of the Bahamas, with over 40 islands, ten of which are inhabited. Comprised 

of over 200 miles of pristine sandy beaches and one of the largest coral reef systems in the world, it’s not surprising that 

the islands are a premier diving and snorkelling destination. Spend time relaxing on the famous Grace Bay beach, play 

golf or explore the inviting waters of Providenciales. Grand Turk is famous for its historic architecture, rustic charm and 

magnificent pristine walls. Salt Cay, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, is a time capsule of the island’s once thriving salt 

industry and the best place to call your home during the Humpback Whale migration during the months Jan-Mar.
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Top Tip 

Further information on the 

liveaboards can be found on our 

website or speak to a member of the 

Dive Worldwide Team to discuss your 

holiday options.

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort or 

on liveaboard, meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Comfort Suites (B) ...................................................................................... from £1630

Bohio Dive Resort (B) ............................................................................... from £1895

Tradewinds Guest Suites (RO) .............................................................. from £1795

Turks & Caicos  Explorer ll (FB) ............................................................ from £2275

Turks & Caicos Aggressor ll (FB).......................................................... from £2595

Turks & Caicos
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Small and intimate with a laid back 

atmosphere, this resort combines the 

friendly simplicity of ‘island life’ with 

modern facilities. Boasting spectacular 

views of the Caribbean Sea, the resort is 

located on the north west shore in a 

tranquil setting with easy access to the 

North Wall and its outstanding dive sites. 

The 24 guestrooms, suites and villas are 

spacious, feature air-conditioning, en-suite 

bathrooms and cable TV. There is a 

restaurant and swimming pool as well as 

complimentary WiFi access. 

Dive Tech offers a comprehensive 

range of recreational and technical 

courses. Affiliated with PADI, BSAC, SDI/TDI, 

IANTD, SSI and HSA there is something for 

everyone at this professional and friendly 

centre, including speciality weeks for 

children and adults. Daily morning and 

afternoon two tank boat trips allow divers 

to explore the north walls and reefs 

throughout the day. Nitrox, Trimix and CCR 

rebreathers are available. 

Cobalt Coast Resort & Suites 

A small luxury 18 apartment dive resort 

overlooking the ocean on the East End 

catering to the needs of groups, families 

and individuals. The one or two bedroom 

self catering apartments are fully 

equipped with modern facilities offering 

a comfortable home away from home. 

Facilities include a swimming pool, kayak 

and bicycles, BBQ pits, complimentary 

WiFi, scuba diving and kite boarding. We 

recommend renting a car to allow you to 

fully explore the island.

Ocean Frontiers is a PADI 5* 

Instructor Development Centre 

(IDC) and a GUE Technical Facility offering 

a comprehensive range of courses and 

specialises in diving the East End with 

small personal groups. Up to four daily 

boat dives visit the 55 local sites, offering 

divers pristine reefs, breathtaking wall 

dives and excellent visibility. Marine life is 

prolific, with common sightings of turtles, 

Eagle Rays, Reef Sharks, grouper and 

plenty of colourful fish. Nitrox is available. 

Compass Point Dive Resort 

Little Cayman, the smallest of the three 

islands, offers a peaceful getaway with 

a flourishing wildlife above and under 

the water. The resort is comprised of 40 

air-conditioned, spacious rooms in a two 

storey building with pool or ocean views 

surrounded by lush tropical foliage. WiFi 

is available in all rooms. Facilities include 

a fully equipped dive and photo centre, 

pool, tennis court, bicycles, fitness room 

and a spa. 

Reef Divers is PADI affiliated and 

offers up to three boat dives a day 

exploring the world renowned sites of 

Little Cayman such as Bloody Bay Wall, a 

sheer drop-off starting at ten metres, then 

plunging into the abyss. Dotted with caves 

and tunnels, the wall is rich with large 

coral heads and vibrant clusters of tube 

sponges teeming with marine life. 

Photographic opportunities abound on 

these reefs all year round. Nitrox is 

available.

Little Cayman Beach Resort 

The rugged and dramatic limestone 

topography of Cayman Brac attracts 

adventurous divers from all over the 

world. The family owned resort comprises 

40 spacious air-conditioned rooms in 

a two storey building with ocean views 

surrounded by lush tropical foliage. Three 

rooms are wheelchair friendly and all offer 

complimentary WiFi. Facilities include a 

fully equipped dive and photo centre, pool, 

tennis court, beach volleyball, bicycles, 

fitness centre and spa.

Reef Divers is PADI, NAUI and SSI 

affiliated. Up to three boat dives a 

day operate to over 46 dive sites and 

wrecks of Cayman Brac. Divers flock to 

explore the wreck of the Russian Frigate 

M/V Capt Keith Tibbetts and the pristine 

walls teeming with marine life. The 

development of the artificial reef ‘Atlantis’ 

will provide an exciting dive site and a new 

home to plenty of species of marine life. 

Shore diving and Nitrox are available.

Brac Reef Beach Resort 

This comfortable 33 metre 

liveaboard departs every Saturday 

from George Town for seven nights 

exploring the walls and wrecks of the 

Cayman Islands. Accommodating 18 

passengers in air-conditioned stateroom 

cabins, the boat features all the modern 

amenties a diver could wish for with 

particular care in catering for 

photographers. Up to five dives a day are 

offered and, weather permitting, divers will 

Cayman Aggressor IV 

Consisting of three small islands in the calm turquoise waters of the western Caribbean, there is a piece of paradise for everyone 

here. Attractions are diverse including a bird sanctuary, historical buildings, a surf park, Seven Mile beach, sheer walls, turtles 

and a submarine adventure where you don’t even have to get wet to enjoy the abundant marine life. Grand Cayman provides the 

perfect base from which to participate in all your underwater adventures whilst exploring and discovering all that is on offer. The 

Sister Islands of Cayman Brac and Little Cayman offer a slower pace of life, are idyllic islands great for divers and romantics. We 

recommend a twin centre holiday, whether this is spending time in east and west Grand Cayman or on one of the Sister Islands. 
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Top Tip 

Further information on suggested 

itineraries and the liveaboard can 

be found on our website or you can 

speak to a Dive Worldwide consultant 

about your holiday options.

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort or 

on liveaboard, meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Cobalt Coast (B) .......................................................................................... from £1710

Compass Point (RO) .................................................................................. from £1710

Little Cayman Beach Resort (RO) ........................................................ from £2280

Brac Reef Beach Resort (B) ................................................................... from £1940

Cayman Aggressor IV (FB)...................................................................... from £2415

Cayman Islands

enjoy exploring Bloody Bay Wall and the 

M/V Capt Keith Tibbetts, in addition to 

everything Grand Cayman has to offer. 

Nitrox is available.
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Diving highlights

Sardine and Squid Runs   South Africa

Great White Sharks and underwater 

kelp forests   Cape Town

Ragged-Tooth Sharks   Aliwal Shoals

Manta Rays   Mozambique

Whale Sharks   Mozambique and Kenya

Sharks, sharks, sharks   Protea Banks

Leatherback Turtle nesting   

Mozambique, Tanzania and South Africa

Humpback Whales   South Africa and 

Mozambique

Southern Right Whales   South Africa

number of destinations to best effect, for 

instance Manta Rays and Whale Sharks 

in Mozambique with Lion and Elephant in 

South Africa, or the dives sites of Zanzibar 

with Africa’s largest protected wilderness, 

the Selous Game Reserve. 

As well as Africa’s many tried and tested 

destinations, we offer less well-travelled 

spots, which you can be amongst the 

fi rst to discover. Areas such as Northern 

Mozambique, new dive sites at Pemba, 

Tanzania, and the Cape Verde Islands.

Africa offers an unforgettable opportunity 

to combine two very different worlds 

– fantastic underwater dive safaris 

with some of the world’s biggest Game 

Reserves, and the chance to see Africa’s 

amazing wildlife, including the Big Five. 

From the mighty Atlantic and Indian 

Oceans to the Arabian Gulf, Africa’s 

coastline offers access to diverse and 

world class dive sites on Sodwana’s 

pristine tropical reefs and Kenya’s fringing 

coral reefs. The waters surrounding Africa 

are home to an astonishing array of big 

marine life with whale migrations off Cape 

Town, Tanzania and Cape Verde; Sharks 

in abundance, including Ragged-Tooth, 

Hammerheads and the occasional Great 

White at Protea Banks; as well as Whale 

Shark spotting in a variety of locations, 

including Tanzania and Kenya. 

Inland there are plenty of game viewing 

opportunities and you can combine a 

January

Shark lovers can enjoy a week of shark 

diving with over seven species in South 

Africa, see page 109

April

Manta Rays begin to congregate in 

Mozambique, see page 106

August

Turtles come ashore to lay their eggs in 

Kenya, see page 102

December

Whale Sharks migrate past Mafi a 

Island, Tanzania, see page 104

Whale Shark, Mozambique © Sangue Bom Productions
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The resort is located on Diani Beach, 

34 kilometres south of Mombasa, 

surrounded by 25 acres of tropical, 

landscaped gardens. All 158 rooms have 

air-conditioning, en-suite bathroom and 

satellite TV with either a garden or sea 

view. For those seeking something a little 

special, there are also options to stay in 

a Honeymoon Suite or private villa. There 

is a choice of restaurants and bars and 

facilities include a swimming pool, Uzuri 

spa, gym, tennis courts, 18-hole golf 

course and a wide range of land based 

and watersports activities. The resort is 

closed Apr-Jun due to the wet weather 

conditions. 

Southern Cross Scuba is a PADI 

affiliated facility offering a 

comprehensive range of courses. Daily 

dives operate from two custom built boats 

to 32 dive local dive sites. Experienced 

divers will enjoy exploring the wrecks of 

HMS Hildasay and the MV Funguru in 

incredibly clear waters. Dive sites offer a 

rich variety of marine life which includes 

Whale Sharks (Mar) and Humpback 

Whales (Jul). The East African Whale Shark 

Trust is located here, providing a research 

centre for collecting and analysing data 

regarding the local Whale Shark 

population. Nitrox is available. 

Leopard Beach Resort 

The resort is situated north of Mombasa 

on 300 metres of stunning beachfront 

leading into the protected Mombasa 

Marine Park. Set in 22 acres of naturally 

landscaped gardens, this large resort has 

338 rooms with a choice of five categories, 

all with air-conditioning, satellite TV and 

either a garden or sea view. The resort is 

designed to wow the senses and indulge 

every possible holiday wish; there is 

something here for everyone. Facilities 

include a choice of restaurants and bars, 

five swimming pools, kids club, Tulia spa, 

watersports centre, land activities and 

the opportunity to book excursions to visit 

local villages. 

The award winning Buccaneer 

Diving is a PADI 5* Instructor 

Development Centre (IDC), the first in east 

Africa. There are three guided boat dives 

offered daily, most in the lagoon, where 

divers can expect to see beautiful coral 

gardens, a myriad of tropical fish, Sting 

Rays, turtles and the occasional seahorse 

if you look carefully. Experienced divers 

will enjoy the pinnacles, drop-offs and 

walls on the outer reef as well as the MV 

Dania wreck, home to plenty of marine life. 

This is an excellent destination for 

underwater photographers. Nitrox is 

available.

Savora Whitesands 

This all inclusive resort is located along 

200 metres of beach on the edge of the 

Watamu National Marine Park, the first of 

its kind in Africa. The property sits in ten 

acres of tropical, landscaped gardens. 

There are 145 rooms with four categories 

available. All feature air-conditioning, an 

en-suite bathroom and garden or sea 

view. There are wheelchair friendly rooms 

available on request.  Facilities include 

a swimming pool, kids’ club, a choice of 

restaurants and bars and an entertainment 

lounge. There is a wide range of land and 

water based activities for guests to enjoy.

The on-site dive centre is PADI 

affiliated and offers a variety of 

courses for the whole family. Daily 

morning boat dives operate to 20 prime 

dive sites up to 35 minutes away. The reef 

offers some of the richest variety of fish 

and corals in the world. Diving inside the 

lagoon is recommended for those who are 

learning but it is also an excellent night 

dive spot. On the outer reef, divers can 

expect to encounter Manta Rays, Whale 

Sharks, dolphins and turtles. Diving 

conditions are at their optimum from 

Oct-Apr. Nitrox is available.

Turtle Bay Beach Club 

Coral Grouper

Kenya

Southern Kenya Explorer 

Diani beach is one of Kenya’s premier 

resorts, with swaying palms and soft 

white sandy beaches caressed by the 

warm azure water. This is one of the 

best places to enjoy snorkelling or 

diving, with a rich and diverse marine 

life, colourful corals and larger 

pelagics such as Whale Sharks and 

Humpback Whales visiting seasonally.

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Depart UK for Mombassa (via 

Nairobi).  Days 2-9 Leopard Beach 

Hotel, 7 nights (HB). Five days diving.  

Day 10 Depart for the UK

Departures throughout the year 

Cost per person from £1560

Includes return flights from the UK, 

7 nights accommodation, half board, 

airport transfers, 5 days diving, tanks 

and weights.

Kenya is justifiably famous for being one of the best countries in Africa for wildlife-viewing. Its enduring popularity lies in its 

incredible diversity of habitats, its endless beauty and its world class hotels, lodges and tented camps. There is a vast fringing 

reef along the length of the Kenyan coast with established marine parks protecting the abundant and colourful marine life, 

making for excellent diving conditions. Dive coral gardens, wrecks and caves and have the opportunity to swim with dolphins 

or encounter a Whale Shark. Combining these underwater wonders with a safari to the Masai Mara is an opportunity not to be 

missed.
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Situated on the beautifully secluded mile-

long sands at Galu Beach, the property 

is set amid tropical flora and palms. An 

intimate and stylish resort offering a 

choice of spacious accommodation, all 

with air-conditioning, en-suite bathroom, 

balcony or verandah and garden view. 

Facilities include restaurants and bars, 

gift shop, swimming pool, Amani Spa, 

tennis and squash court, gym and WiFi is 

available in hotspot areas. There is a full 

water sports facility famous for introducing 

windsurfing and kite surfing to guests. 

The property prides itself on exceptional 

personal service and attention.

Southern Cross Scuba is a PADI 

affiliated facility offering a 

comprehensive range of courses. Daily 

dives operate from two custom built boats 

to 32 dive local dive sites. Experienced 

divers will enjoy exploring the wrecks of 

HMS Hildasay and the MV Funguru in 

incredibly clear waters. Dive sites offer a 

rich variety of marine life which includes 

regular sightings of large pelagic species 

(Whale Sharks, dolphin, Manta Rays) that 

frequent this area. Nitrox is available.

Pinewood Beach Resort & Spa 

Located 30 miles south west of Mombasa, 

this boutique hotel sits directly on the 

beautiful Diani beach and is nestled 

amongst 25 acres of indigenous coastal 

forest. Accommodated in the main 

reception building, the 18 double rooms 

offer a forest or partial sea view. Each is 

equipped with air-conditioning, en-suite 

bathroom, minibar and satellite TV. For 

those looking for something a little 

different, there are a number of beachfront 

cottages, sea view rooms and suites 

available. The resort features a wave-

lapped beach bar and restaurant, internet 

café, swimming pool, kite surfing and an 

on-site dive centre.

Diving the Crab is SSI and PADI 

affiliated, offering a wide range of 

courses. Daily boat dives operate to dive 

sites north and south of the base and day 

trips can be arranged to Chale Island. 

Divers will enjoy the macro life on Galu 

Reef, drift diving with turtles along the 

walls, and schools of reef fish on Kinondo 

Reef. Visit Oct-Mar for your best chance of 

a Whale Shark or Manta Ray encounter on 

Papa Mashilingi dive site.

The Sands at Nomad 

Left to right: Giraffes,yellow reef fish 

Tsavo National Park

A
frica /  K

enya

Big Cat Weekend 

Calling all wildlife 

enthusiasts! Our sister 

company, Wildlife Worldwide, 

operates a comprehensive range of 

safari options including visits to the 

Masai Mara. We highly recommend 

spending time diving and then visiting 

a safari camp for a few days. If you 

are short of time, the Big Cat 

Weekend offers a short sharp intake 

of wildlife that will leave you 

refreshed, re-invigorated and full of 

fantastic memories! Spend three 

nights at the Porini Lion Camp and 

your days game-viewing from open 

vehicles and on foot.  Ask a member 

of the Dive Worldwide Team for 

further details on this and other safari 

options in Kenya.

Safari Extensions 

A holiday to Kenya offers the 

opportunity to visit some of 

the best safari parks in the world. The 

diversity of habitats and wildlife is 

immense. Dive Worldwide can 

tailor-make your holiday itinerary to 

include a memorable diving and land 

safari.

 Tsavo  one of the largest wildlife 

sanctuaries in the world, split into 

two regions. Forests are filled with 

monkeys and birds, whilst most of 

Kenya’s wildlife is resident in the park, 

with large herds of elephant, prides of 

lion, hippos and the recently relocated 

black rhino. 

 Ambesoli  one of Kenya’s most 

sought after destinations. Located 

in the shadow of Mt Kilimanjaro, the 

park is famous for its population of 

wild elephant.  In addition to over 50 

mammal species, some 400 species 

of bird have been recorded here.

 Masai Mara  the finest wildlife 

sanctuary in Kenya. The wildlife 

is abundant and the gentle rolling 

grasslands ensure the animals are 

never out of sight. Amid this natural 

wonderland you’ll find herds of 

elephant, black rhino, Thompson’s 

and Grant’s gazelle, zebra and eland, 

offering a rich choice of food for the 

dominant predators – lion, leopard 

and cheetah.

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Turtle Bay Beach Club (AI) ...................................................................... from £1450

Savora Whitesands Beach Resort (HB) ............................................ from £1785

The Sands at Nomad (HB) ...................................................................... from £1595

Pinewood Beach Resort & Spa (HB) .................................................. from £1565 
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Whale Shark

Mainland Tanzania is home to Mt Kilimanjaro, Ngorongoro Crater Conservation Area and the Selous Game Reserve. The 

coastal and outlying islands have developed a rich mix of African and Arabian influences that are much in evidence today. 

Here you will find marine diversity, with healthy reefs, good visibility, and many exciting dive sites. The exotic islands of 

Mafia, Zanzibar and Pemba offer contrasting dive sites. With Zanzibar’s fringing coral atolls ensuring an abundance of marine 

life, its east, oceanic coast offers the chance of encounters with big pelagic species, especially whales. Pemba Island offers 

spectacular wall diving, clear water and big marine life, making it one of East Africa’s premier diving locations. The prime 

time to visit Mafia Island is during the Whale Shark migration (Nov-Jan). 

Tanzania

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

10

20

30

40

10

20

30

40
Av. max temp (°C) Av. min temp (°C) Av.rain (mm)

Tanzania (Dar Es 
Salaam)

Although Tanzania is a safari destination 

without equal, there is much more to see 

and do. Relax on tropical beaches, climb 

the snow-capped peak of Mt Kilimanjaro 

or admire the great Lake Victoria. You 

can fly straight from a safari camp in 

the morning and reach the shores of the 

Indian Ocean in time for an afternoon dip. 

This is a perfect destination for a romantic 

honeymoon, an adventure holiday or to 

just dive or relax.

The game reserves in southern Tanzania 

are immense, offering some of Africa’s 

finest virgin bush, rivers, swamps and 

savannah inhabited by well over a million 

wild animals, being traversed by the 

world’s greatest remaining herds of buffalo 

and elephant.

The Selous Game Reserve is the largest 

protected wilderness reserve on the 

continent, and one of three World Heritage 

Sites in Tanzania. Located on the banks of 

Lake Tagalala, the camp occupies a prime 

position at the centre of a unique riverine 

and lake complex close to the Rufiji River. 

Each of the 12 safari tents is on a timber 

platform offering great views of the lake.

Above the water 

A real sleepy backwater and remnant 

of the old Swahili coast, retaining a 

traditional, unspoilt friendly culture 

reminiscent of the Zanzibar of thirty years 

ago, Mafia Island is the southernmost of 

the offshore islands and a 35 minute flight 

from Dar es Salaam.

Within East Africa’s largest protected area, 

Chole Bay’s clear waters offer wonderful 

snorkelling, sailing and swimming. Outside 

the bay are some of the richest reefs in 

the world, with an unparalleled variety of 

corals and tropical fish. 

With over 400 marine species identified, 

this is the meeting place for large oceanic 

fish, as well as those common to coral 

reefs in the Indian Ocean. Almost all of 

the best diving is at less than 30 metres. 

Divers can explore fabulous shallow reefs, 

channels, walls and caves. Among the 

grasses of the Majira Channel, you may 

find the amazing mermaid-like dugong. 

Giant sea turtles lay eggs on the beaches 

of small islands to the east of Mafia, while 

the fascinating giant Madagascan Fruit Bat 

remains an alluring and unusual visitor’s 

attraction.

Mafia Island 

Located on the south coast, the lodge 

stands amidst tall palms on a sandy beach 

in Chole Bay, in the heart of the marine 

park. There are 40 comfortable 

air-conditioned, en-suite rooms with their 

own verandah, overlooking the bay. The 

main lodge has a relaxing atmosphere with 

a large open restaurant, bar with pool table 

and lounge area. Activities and facilities 

include: table tennis, volleyball, snorkelling, 

sailing, nature trails, internet café and gift 

shop. The lodge is closed Apr-May annually.

The on-site dive centre is PADI 

affiliated and offers a wide range 

of courses. There are plenty of snorkelling 

opportunities. Daily boat dives operate to 

the sheltered waters of Chole Bay. Here, 

divers can enjoy some of the richest reefs 

in the world with a fascinating variety of 

hard and soft corals and diversity of 

tropical fish. Outside the bay, there are 

reefs and walls to explore. A fantastic 

choice for groups, the best months for 

diving are Sep-Mar.

Mafia Island Lodge 

A small, intimate, private lodge situated in 

an old cashew and coconut plantation, 

beautifully furnished with hand-crafted 

furniture, overlooking Chole Bay. Each of 

the 13, en-suite cottages boasts a large 

covered verandah, offering beautiful views 

over the bay. Designed for through-

ventilation and coolness in all seasons, the 

cottages have king-size beds with walk-in 

mosquito nets and a fan. There is a friendly, 

informal atmosphere, with a minimum of 

commercialism, but with the only 

swimming pool on Mafia Island. Facilities 

include a restaurant, two bars and an Isis 

spa. Activities are individually organised 

each day for the guests, which range from 

picnic excursions by boat or by road around 

the island, as well as visits to historical 

sites and the local town and villages. 

The Blue World Diving and 

Watersports facility is PADI 

affiliated offering exceptional diving and 

snorkelling excursions to Chole Bay for 

divers of all levels. There is a wide choice 

of courses available. Daily two tank boat 

dives operate to the nearby dive sites 

which include a mix of wall, reef and drift 

experiences amongst a healthy marine life.  

Kinasi Lodge 

Climate chart for Tanzania
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Historic Zanzibar’s rich cultural heritage is 

much in evidence. It’s cultural heart is the 

old city, Stone Town, largely unchanged 

in 200 years, and characterised by a 

labyrinth of narrow streets, bazaars and 

grand Arab houses. Elsewhere are ruined 

palaces, the famous Persian baths and 

caves where slaves were once imprisoned. 

The island is a 20 minute flight from 

Dar es Salaam and several international 

carriers fly directly to the island.

Zanzibar is a flat, palm-clad coral atoll 

surrounded by a coral reef structure that 

ensures abundant marine life. Shallow 

coral reefs, sloping banks and vertical 

drop-offs with hard and soft corals and 

over 350 species of Indo-Pacific marine 

fauna await you and offer an ideal 

opportunity to learn to dive or to upgrade 

your diving qualification. 

Leven Banks, off the north coast, is popular 

with advanced divers. Here, in strong 

currents you will find big schools of tuna, 

trevally, king fish, barracuda, wrasses, big 

Moray Eels and large schools of reef fish. 

The east coast is where untouched reefs 

face open ocean, offering a huge variety of 

marine life and the possibility of 

encounters with big oceanic fish. 

Whale Sharks migrate through Zanzibar’s 

waters from Aug-Sep and Feb-Mar, 

whilst August also sees the migration of 

Humpback, and Sperm Whales.

Zanzibar 

Left to right: Barrel Sponge, Grouper © Mafia Island Lodge

A
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Located five kilometres south of Nungwi, 

on the west coast, the resort is situated 

on a picturesque white sand beach 

overlooking the lighthouse of nearby 

Tumbatu Island. There are eight choices 

of comfortable accommodation, ranging 

from standard to large, spacious, en-suite 

rooms with incredible sea views. All rooms 

are set within tropical gardens and just 

a short walk down to the sea. The hotel 

offers a fully stocked bar and a mixed 

cuisine of local and international dishes. 

The monthly full moon party includes a 

barbeque, acrobatic performances and 

dance music from around the world.

Zanzibar Watersports is a PADI 5* 

Gold Palm Resort offering a full 

range of diving courses, snorkelling, 

fishing, windsurfing, kayaking and 

traditional dhow cruises. Daily boat dives 

operate to the crystal clear tropical waters 

surrounding the island, home to some of 

the world’s most diverse marine life and 

colourful reefs. Turtles are a common site 

at Mnemba Atoll marine park, dolphins are 

local inhabitants and the majestic Whale 

Shark migrates past annually. Divers 

seeking macro life will not be disappointed 

with plenty of nudibranch and whip gobies 

to look out for. 

Kendwa Rocks 

This beautiful resort is located on the 

south east coast of Zanzibar on the 

stunning palm fringed, white sand, Bwejuu 

beach which stretches as far as the eye 

can see. There are 70 rooms and three 

categories of accommodation available 

from standard rooms located near the 

back of the resort, to a suite on the upper 

floor of the bungalows offering magnificent 

views of the gardens and ocean. All rooms 

are air-conditioned with an en-suite 

bathroom and a short walk from the 

beach. This family-run resort has all the 

comforts of a luxurious beach hotel with a 

unique charm, great attention to detail and 

tasteful décor. Facilities include a choice 

of restaurants and bars, swimming pool, 

Frangipani spa, internet room, TV lounge, 

gift shop and watersports centre.

Rising Sun is a PADI 5* Gold Palm 

and National Geographic dive 

centre offering a wide range of courses 

and an exceptionally high level of 

customer service. Daily boat dives operate 

with a maximum of six divers per guide to 

the untouched reefs,  with an amazing 

variety of marine life and the possibility of 

encounters with large oceanic fish. Explore 

gentle coral slopes, walls and caves whilst 

observing barrel sponges, turtles and sting 

rays.

Breezes Beach Club & Spa  

Very much off the beaten track, the drive 

to this stunning, friendly hideaway is 

outstanding. There is accommodation 

for up to 25 guests in spacious garden 

rooms and sea front villas – all with large 

beds, mosquito nets, en-suite bathrooms, 

terraces and stunning sea views. The 

lodge is centred around a large, open 

plan relaxation area which includes a 

swimming pool. Your stay here is all 

inclusive, including one spa treatment 

day and sumptuous meals served on 

the verandah of the main building or 

sometimes on the beach.

Oxygene Pemba is a PADI 5* Dive 

Centre and IDC facility offering a 

wide range of courses and daily boat 

diving. Characterised by a mix of drift and 

pinnacle diving, majestic clear blue water 

drop-offs and pristine, shallow reefs of 

lush hard and soft coral gardens, the sea 

is alive with a spectacular myriad of 

marine life including large pelagic species.

Manta Reef Lodge 

The most northerly of the offshore islands, 

Pemba is a 40 minute flight from Dar es 

Salaam through Zanzibar. Famous for 

its clove production, the terrain is hilly, 

fertile and heavily vegetated. The island 

is still relatively unexplored, including the 

surrounding reefs, and tourism is still in 

its infancy, making this the perfect time 

to visit. 

Pemba Island 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Mafia Island Lodge (HB) .......................................................................... from £1545

Manta Reef Lodge, Pemba (AI) ............................................................ from £1995

Breezes Beach Resort & Spa, Zanzibar (HB) ................................. from £1895
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Medjumbe Island

Mozambique

For the first time in many years Mozambique’s beauty and potential can be truly appreciated. The establishment of peace, 

coupled with a smooth transition to democracy, has opened up 2500 kilometres of virgin coast, pristine beaches and 

unexplored and unspoilt game reserves, making this the ideal destination for the diver looking for somewhere different. 

Mozambique offers world-class accommodation, adventure activities and a diverse culture from the untouched north with its 

private island resorts to Tofo and Zavora in the south. Underwater highlights include a large congregation of Whale Sharks 

and Manta Rays (Oct-Apr) and the Humpback Whale migration (Jun-Oct). Extend your holiday with a safari in Kruger National 

Park for an unforgettable wildlife safari. 
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Mozambique 
(Inhambane area)

The historic port of Inhambane is the 

gateway to southern Mozambique, with 

miles of unspoiled tropical beaches and 

warm Indian Ocean waters, teeming with 

marine life.

Tofo is quickly becoming known as a 

premier world-class dive destination, 

famous for large pelagics. Manta Rays 

are seen all year round at the cleaning 

stations, Whale Sharks are more common 

Oct-Mar and Humpback Whales cruise 

along the coastline Jun-Sept. Divers can 

expect to see schools of Devil Rays, White 

Tip and Leopard Sharks, turtles and plenty 

of game fish. The reefs are awash with 

tropical marine life including harlequin 

shrimp and frog fish.

Zavora is more barren and recognised 

as one of the best fishing areas in the 

country. Diving here is adventurous and 

has two long reef systems separated by 

the impressive wreck of the Klipfontein 

(52 metres deep). The inshore reef system 

runs parallel to the dunes, with shallow 

dive sites. The outer reef is packed with 

larger pelagic species, with depths of up 

to 45 metres.

Tofo & Zavora 

The lodge is located on a picturesque 

beach, bordered by the Inhambane estuary 

on one side and the Indian Ocean on the 

other, offering spectacular views.

The lodge is comfortable but basic, with 

traditional en-suite casitas made of thatch, 

brick and reeds nestled among groves of 

coconut trees, with exquisite beach and 

sea views. The restaurant is renowned for 

its seafood. The bar hosts pub lunches as 

well as being an ideal place to relax and 

watch the sunset or participate in beach 

volleyball.  Facilities include a room with 

satellite TV, swimming pool, Jacuzzi, pool 

table and table tennis. The resort offers 

plenty of activities for all the family. 

Barra Dive is a PADI 5* Instructor 

Development Centre (IDC) offering 

a comprehensive range of dive courses. It 

is well equipped and facilities include a 

training pool. There are 15 local reefs to 

explore. Dive depths vary from 8 to 30 

metres. Pelagic fish species, sharks, 

Manta Rays, Whale Sharks and rays are 

common and the reefs are also home to a 

huge variety of corals and tropical fish. 

Barra Lodge 

The lodge is situated on stilts above the 

clear waters of the lagoon at Barra Point. 

This eco-paradise is home to flamingos, 

tropical fish and the very rare dugong. 

The 20 over-water chalets are spacious 

and well appointed with balcony, en-suite 

facilities and air-conditioning and a ladder 

straight to the ocean below. Flamingo 

Bay has its own restaurant, bar, lounge 

area and swimming pool and gold carts 

transport guests around the resort. 

Dive with Barra Dive, enjoy catamaran 

trips, charter boat fishing dhow trips; go 

mangrove exploring, horse riding and quad 

biking or kayaking and other watersports.  

The nearest beach is at nearby Barra 

Lodge and complimentary transfers are 

provided by the resort.

Flamingo Bay  

These seven double, luxury en-suite 

rooms with a communal lounge overlook 

the ocean. Mosquito nets, fans and bath 

towels are supplied in all the rooms.  

These units are serviced daily and are 

located on the beach front a short walk 

from the dive centre. The standard dive 

safari packages begin three times a week 

from Inhambane.

Moz Divers operate daily boat 

dives to the spectacular local 

reefs. Red Sands has a prolific marine life 

with crayfish, schools of fusiliers and tuna 

a common sight. The highlight here is 

multiple Manta Ray cleaning stations 

found along the reef. Highlights at White 

Sands include resident Whitetip sharks 

and Olive Ridley turtles. Experienced divers 

will have a chance to explore the 

Klipfontien wreck. Nitrox is available.

Zavora Dive Cottages 

Climate chart for Inhambane

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Barra Lodge (B) ........................................................................................... from £2160

Flamingo Bay (HB) ..................................................................................... from £2715

Zavora Dive (HB) ......................................................................................... from £2425
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An exquisite island resort, situated on the 

idyllic and pristine Bazaruto Island, Indigo 

Bay offers visitors the quintessential Indian 

Ocean island holiday, as well as a gateway 

to the unspoilt beauty of the Bazaruto 

Archipelago. On land, Nile Crocodiles can 

still be seen in the shallow lakes and 

pools, as well as Samango Monkey, Lesser 

Bushbaby and Red Duiker. There are more 

than 180 species of birds, including vast 

flocks of pelican and flamingo, and 26 

species of waders.

The lodge is right on the beach, between 

the Indian Ocean on one side and towering 

sand dunes on the other. Constructed to 

blend harmoniously with its surroundings, 

and of natural materials, the luxury, but 

understated, chalets overlook the ocean, 

are air-conditioned and fully mosquito 

screened, with en-suite bathrooms, a 

mini-bar and satellite TV. 

Indigo Bay specialises in seafood 

barbecues and the restaurant, with 

its breathtaking views, serves local 

Mozambican Portuguese cuisine. There is 

also a patio bar, swimming pool and wet 

pool bar. The PADI dive centre can arrange 

trips to nearby reefs as well as courses. 

Additional activities are, dune boarding, 

4x4 scenic island drives, horse riding, 

snorkelling, water-skiing, kayaking and 

wind surfing.

Indigo Bay 

Left to right: Manta Ray © Sangue Bom Productions, anemone © Neil Bennett
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Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Indigo Bay (AI) .............................................................................................. from £4795

Nuarro Beach Lodge (FB) ....................................................................... from £3815

Medjumbe Private Island (FB) ............................................................... from £4595

An exceptional ‘beach & bush’ lodge based 

on a strong concept of ethical and eco-

tourism, situated on the beautiful Baixo do 

Pinda Peninsula. Close by you will find the 

Nanetha Village, an authentic Mozambican 

Makua village, which welcomes guests 

of Nuarro Lodge to experience the culture 

of Mozambique. The lodge offers tropical 

private beaches, world class diving and 

unspoilt bush.

The lodge consists of 12 spacious luxury 

beachfront chalets (of which ten have a 

family option with an upstairs area for 

twin beds), panoramic restaurant with 

beach bar, fully equipped PADI dive/activity 

centre and reception area. All buildings 

are situated over the dunes, overlooking 

the magical Memba Bay where marine 

activities operate throughout the year.

The diving is exceptional and there 

is great snorkelling from shore or 

by boat to explore exquisite coral gardens 

within Memba Bay or on the turquoise 

Baixo do Pinda area. Nuarro is unique in 

Mozambique with offering wall diving up 

to 300 metres at a mere 200 metres from 

the beach. These dives can be done by 

shore entry! Other activities include 

kayaking amongst the mangroves and 

whale watching from Jun-Nov.

Nuarro Lodge 

A true eco-lodge, set on undoubtedly the 

best beach in the Quirimbas National Park. 

Accommodation is either in custom built 

tents or bandas, designed to blend luxury 

with a mix of traditional and contemporary 

styles. The tents have an open air 

bathroom and a dehydration enviro-loo 

is shared between two tents. The bandas 

offer spectacular beach views, bathroom 

and your own hammock.

The PADI affiliated dive centre 

offers a full range of courses and 

daily diving, catering for divers of all 

levels. Dive sites along the fringing reef 

include drop-offs, strong currents and 

coral gardens with a diverse coral and 

tropical fish life.

Guludo Lodge  

Medjumbe is a small, mystical island,  just 

one kilometre long and 500 metres in 

width, close to the world famous St Lazarus 

Banks. This intimate resort caters for 

discerning island, leisure seekers as well 

as dedicated divers and offers 12 luxury, 

en-suite rooms, with air-conditioning and 

mini-bar. Traditional Mozambique 

architecture adds texture and intrigue and 

each chalet overlooks the sea. Facilities 

include bar and restaurant and a swimming 

pool. The dive centre staff are PADI 

qualified and offer an exceptional personal 

service. Located in a marine reserve where 

the diving wall is less than one kilometre 

offshore and extends up to seven 

kilometres, Medjumbe is a diver’s paradise!

Medjumbe Private Island  

Northern Mozambique is one of the world’s 

last wildernesses. The 200 kilometre 

coastline features innumerable glorious 

beaches. The Quirimbas National Park is 

a true example of bush meeting beach, 

with elephant browsing mango trees just 

metres from the shore.

The Bazaruto archipelago comprises a 

chain of five islands, Bazaruto, Benguerra, 

Magaraque, Banque and Santa Carolina, 

lying along the historical Mozambican 

Channel. The region boasts fantastic 

beaches, diving and bird life. Forest, 

savannah and wetland eco-systems 

sustain a diverse population of flora and 

fauna, including dugong and Green Turtles, 

on an idyllic, tropical island getaway.

The Quirimbas archipelago comprises 27 

of the world’s most undiscovered islands, 

remaining virtually untouched as a diving 

destination. Fringing the archipelago are 

some of the richest coral reefs in East 

Africa, often visited by huge game fish, 

turtles, Humpbacks and other cetaceans, 

and offering a vast range of diving 

opportunities from enormous drop-offs 

with strong currents, for the experienced 

diver, to sheltered tranquil coral gardens, 

perfect for beginners.

Northern Mozambique 
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 Inside Ray Cave © Neil Bennett

Cape Verde

Only nine of the islands are inhabited 

and tourism is in its infancy, so now is 

the time to visit these unusual islands, 

just a four hour flight from Portugal. With 

moderate temperatures throughout the 

year it’s a popular place for holidaymakers 

to visit, whether it’s for diving, kitesurfing, 

exploring the lush mountains, laying on 

deserted beaches or discovering historical 

monuments. Divers should head to the 

island of Sal, however it is possible to 

extend your holiday and visit other islands.

 

 Sal  offers unique, tropical underwater 

scenery, unlike anything found on the West 

Africa coast or the Canary Islands, and 

more comparable to that of the Caribbean. 

 São Vicente  is home to the town of 

Mindelo, famous for its beauty and well 

preserved colonial architecture. Music 

lovers should head to the Baia das Gatas 

Festival in August.

 Santo Antão  the most northerly and 

westerly island of the archipelago, is lush 

and mountainous. Nature lovers will enjoy 

trekking along towering mountains and 

cliffs. 

Speak to a member of the Dive Worldwide 

Team to discuss your holiday options in 

Cape Verde.

The Islands 

Located on the beautiful beach of Santa 

Maria, this hotel is the hub of social life in 

Sal. There are 90 rooms and 30 suites, all 

with air-conditioning, en-suite bathroom, 

satellite TV and WiFi internet access. The 

rooms are all decorated in a sober and 

refined style and feature a terrace or 

balcony overlooking the gardens or sea. 

The hotel offers a number of al fresco 

restaurants and bars catering for most 

palates.

Facilities include two swimming pools, 

tennis courts, a gym, volleyball court, 

archery, mini-golf, snooker table, darts and 

table tennis. Surf Zone is a full watersports 

facility on site offering surfing, windsurfing 

and kitesurfing rental and lessons. With 

a warm climate and perfect winds from 

Nov-Jun, this is an excellent location for 

enthusiasts.

We recommend diving with Cabo Verde 

Diving who are located a short walk down 

the white sandy beach.

Hotel Morabeza 

Formerly a Portuguese dependency, the majority of the islands are dry and sparsely vegetated today, but 200 years ago 

these islands presented a lush paradise to European sea-farers, and for over 400 years were regarded as one of the most 

strategically important locations in the trading world. As ships from Europe passed through these islands taking on fresh 

water and supplies, poor navigation and frequent storms meant that many of those vessels became casualties of the islands 

extensive reef system and the seabed is rich in materials lost, or discarded, by visiting ships. The seas are teeming with 

sharks, tuna, dolphins and turtles. You will meet shoals of bream, triggerfish, rockfish and perch and then there is the unusual 

underwater flora. Humpback and Grey Whales migrate past the islands (Mar-Apr).

This PADI affiliated dive centre 

offers daily morning boat dives on 

RIBS to a wide variety of dive sites around 

Sal. A full range of courses is available 

whether you are looking to learn or further 

your education and skills.

Throughout the seasons marine life is 

varied and in winter whales arrive, whilst 

in the summer you can see large Manta 

Rays and fantastic Whale Sharks.

Tres Grotes is one of the most popular dive 

sites. With a maximum depth of 18 metres, 

the three easily accessible caves are 

teeming with marine life including lobster 

and turtles.

Ancorna is a small wall, suitable for divers 

of all levels, full of life. Divers can expect 

to see an abundance of tropical fish, Sting 

Rays and Nurse Sharks.

S. Antao is an interesting wreck lying in 

12 metres of water. She sank in 1966 and 

has broken into three sections. Divers can 

spend time exploring the wreck, which is 

home to a variety of marine life.

Experienced divers will have the chance 

to explore deeper caves and sheer walls 

where larger pelagic species frequent the 

waters.

Cabo Verde Diving Cape Verde Discovery 

Big fish and large schools of fish can 

be observed relatively close to shore 

in many areas around the islands. In 

warmer weather it is not uncommon 

to see trumpet fish, turtles and large 

schools of barracuda.

 

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Depart UK for Cape Verde (via 

Lisbon). On arrival, transfer to Hotel 

Morabeza, 7 nights (BB).   

Day 2 6 Daily two tank morning 

boat dives.  Day 7 Day at leisure to 

explore the island of Sal, learn to 

kitesurf or relax on the beach.   

Day 8 Depart for the UK

Departures throughout the year

Cost per person from £1565

Includes return flights from the UK, 

7 nights accommodation, breakfast, 

airport transfers, 5 days diving, tanks 

and weights.

© Neil Bennett
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Cape Verde (Praia)

Climate chart for Praia
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Blue Shark
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 Cape Town  Two mighty oceans meet at 

the Cape and the resultant differences 

in sea temperature promotes a huge 

diversity of marine-life. With an excellent 

chance of seeing Great White Sharks, you 

are in for the dive of a lifetime. Tours run 

throughout the year with Apr-Sep being 

the optimum time to visit when the sharks 

are particularly active in their feeding 

patterns.

 Aliwal Shoal  Home to over 1,200 

species of fish, an abundance of corals 

and sponges, turtles, rays and schools of 

larger pelagic species including Manta 

Rays. Ragged-Tooth sharks congregate to 

mate (Jun-Nov) and there are spectacular 

wrecks to explore.

 Protea Banks  Often described as the best 

shark diving site in the world. Divers will 

encounter Ragged-Tooth sharks, three 

species of Hammerhead, Zambezi, Tiger, 

Thresher, Copper, Dusky Mako and the 

occasional Great White to name a few. This 

is an adventure for experienced divers.

 Sardine Run  One of the most amazing 

wildlife spectacles occurs annually around 

Jun-Jul when millions of sardines begin 

to congregate. This gigantic smorgasbord 

attracts thousands of marine predators 

– dolphins, sharks and game fish. The 

resultant feeding frenzy drives the fish to 

the surface where they fall prey to dive 

bombing avian predators.

South Africa Highlights 

Explore the underwater world of Aliwal 

Shoal with the opportunity to explore the 

wrecks of the Produce and Nebo. The 

spectacular reefs are home to a myriad of 

fish and look out for Ragged-Tooth sharks 

in the caves. Diving at Protea Banks and 

Rocky Bay is possible, subject to weather 

conditions.

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Depart London for overnight flight 

to Durban (via Johannesburg).   

Day 2 Arrive in Durban, transfer to Aliwal 

Dive Lodge, Umkomaas (45 mins). 6 nights 

(BB).  Days 3 to 8 Dive Aliwal Shoal. Two 

morning boat dives per day.   

Day 9 Transfer to Durban late afternoon 

and depart for UK.  Day 10 Land UK

Departures throughout the year

Cost per person from £2120

Includes return flights from the UK, 7 

nights accommodation, breakfast, airport 

transfers, 5 days diving, tanks and 

weights.

Sharks, Reefs & Wrecks 

Along the KwaZulu Natal South Coast, 

on the reefs between the Aliwal Shoal 

and Protea Banks, is some of the best 

shark diving in the world. The aim is to 

see as many different species of shark as 

possible. If conditions allow, there will be a 

chance to see Tiger Sharks. Conditions can 

be challenging, this itinerary is suitable for 

experienced divers.

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Depart London for overnight flight 

to Durban (via Johannesburg).   

Day 2 Arrive in Durban, transfer to Scuba 

Addicts Dive Lodge, Umkomaas (45 mins). 

6 nights (BB).  Days 3-8 Two dives daily 

on the reefs between Aliwal Shoal and 

Protea Banks amongst several species of 

shark (4 days). Tiger Shark Dive (1 day) 

weather dependent.  Day 9 Transfer to 

Durban late afternoon and depart for UK.  

Day 10 Land UK

Departures throughout the year (Sun from 

Durban)

Cost per person from £1925

Includes return flights from the UK, 6 

nights accommodation, breakfast, airport 

transfers, 5 days diving, tanks and 

weights.

Shark Diving Adventure  Cape Town & Great White 
Shark Adventure

Explore the Cape of Good Hope 

Nature Reserve, encounter Great 

White Sharks, observe wildlife and 

enjoy some of the best wines South 

Africa has to offer. 

Suggested Itinerary

Day 1 Depart UK for Cape Town 

(overnight flight).  Day 2 Breakwater 

Lodge, V&A Waterfront or similar, 

2 nights (BB). Cape Point Tour 

– observe the African (Jackass) 

Penguin colony at Boulders in False 

Bay at close range.  Days 3 & 4 Dyer 

Island Guest House or similar, 1 night 

(BB). Great White Shark Diving.   

Days 5 & 6 Breakwater Lodge or 

similar, 3 nights (BB). Two days diving 

off the coast of Cape Town.   

Day 7 Aquila Private Game Reserve. 

Search for lion, caracal, wildebeest 

and springbok on safari.  Day 8 Cape 

Winelands Tour. Early morning start 

for a tour of Stellenbosch to sample 

some of the finest Cape wines. 

Return to hotel to collect bags and 

transfer to airport for flight home. 

Depart for the UK.  Day 9 Land UK 

Departures throughout the year 

Cost per person from £2460

Includes return flights from the UK, 6 

nights accommodation, breakfast, all 

local transfers, 4 days diving, tanks 

and weights.

Top Tip 

Short on time? The Great White Shark 

Adventure is also offered as a long 

weekend. Depart the UK Thursday 

and return Tuesday morning.

South Africa

From Sodwana’s pristine tropical reefs to the colder waters of the Cape, South Africa offers a thrilling range and diversity of 

dive destinations, to suit all levels. Beaches are magnificent and the surrounding scenery, although varied, is never less than 

spectacular. Enhance your diving holiday, whether exploring the marine bounty of Aliwal Shoal or the exhilaration of cage diving 

with Great White Sharks off the Cape, with a few days at one of the areas many game reserves – Hluhluwe-Umfolozi, with its 

world-renowned White Rhino conservation work, or the world famous Kruger, the flagship of Africa’s game reserves. For a week 

of shark encounters on the reefs between Aliwal Shoal and Protea Banks, head to Durban, where, if you time your holiday right, 

you could experience the phenomenal Sardine Run. 
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Indian Ocean in focus

Diving highlights

possible to visit Sri Lanka, the land of 

ancient culture, temples and prolifi c wildlife.

The unique granite topography, uncrowded 

beaches, local creole culture and colonial 

heritage awaits your arrival in the paradise 

of the Seychelles archipelago. Exploring 

the rich marine life, vast underwater 

volcanic mountain ranges and huge 

granite boulders covered with soft corals 

and sponges is an adventure for divers 

of all levels. An added attraction are the 

Whale Sharks that are often seen in 

Ind
ian O

cean 

The Indian Ocean offers idyllic islands and 

exquisite luxury with topside opportunities 

for relaxation and pampering that are 

out of this world.  Pristine, white sand 

beaches are fringed with swaying palms 

and crystal clear waters are home to coral 

reefs teeming with fabulous marine life. 

Seychelles and the Maldives offer resorts 

and hotels that are the epitome of luxury.

The beautiful islands of the Maldives, 

scattered like pearls over the ocean are a 

perfect tropical holiday escape. Complex 

reef formations afford shallow and, usually, 

easy inner reef diving, with exciting outer 

reef diving featuring fast moving water and 

large sea creatures, including mantas, 

sharks and, if you’re lucky, Whale Sharks. 

One of the best ways to explore the atolls 

and world class dive sites is to spend a 

week on a liveaboard followed by relaxing 

on an dream island. For those who want to 

add to their diving holiday experience, it is 

March

As the seasons change, prolifi c marine 

life found in North Malé Atoll, Maldives, 

see page 113.

August

Manta Rays at Hanifaru Bay, Maldives. 

Specialist trips on liveaboards take 

divers to the action in the famous bay, 

see page 115.

September

Whale Shark season in the Seychelles. 

Dedicated liveaboard trips with the 

MCSS, see page 116.

August through October when you will 

have the best chance of an encounter with 

these gentle giants. The Maya’s Dugong 

liveaboard operates specialist Whale Shark 

trips in September.

Overwater Bungalows   Maldives

Manta Rays   Maldives

Whale Sharks   Seychelles and Maldives

Shore Diving   Maldives

Sharks   Maldives

Liveaboards   Maldives

Culture and wildllife   Sri Lanka

Black spotted fantail ray © Eurodivers
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A small no frills, affordable resort with 

Maldivian charm.  Transfer is a 45 minute 

speedboat ride from Malé. The rooms are 

in a two storey block just back from the 

waters edge. They are basic and simply 

furnished, but you’ll spend most of your 

time exploring the wonders of the island 

or magnificent house reef, whether you’re 

snorkelling or diving.

Dive Ocean Bodu Hithi is a PADI 5* 

Gold Palm dive centre, custom 

built to make your diving experience 

unforgettable. Facilities include a video 

processing room and plenty of classroom 

space for those who are looking to learn. 

With seven entry/exit points on the house 

reef, a Manta cleaning station and exciting 

corner dives, this is a great value diving 

holiday option for all.

Biyadhoo 

South Malé Atoll

Maldives atoll from the air

The Republic of the Maldives is an 868 kilometre chain of over 1,000 islands strung across the Indian Ocean grouped into 

ring-shaped reefs, or atolls; swaying palms, pristine sandy beaches and crystal blue waters. Reef life in the Maldives is 

prolific with over 700 common fish species and visibility often exceeding 50 metres, a haven for snorkellers and divers 

alike. Some of the best diving can be found in the channels between the atolls especially on the corners, where fast moving 

water attracts large pelagics and offers exciting drift dives.  For the more experienced divers we recommend a week on a 

liveaboard exploring the atolls. Diving regulations state that the maximum recreational limit is a maximum of 30 metres. It is 

mandatory that all divers use a computer and carry a surface marker buoy (SMB) when diving.

Maldives
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The key to a successful Maldivian diving 

holiday lies in being aware of the annual 

weather patterns. During the southwest 

season (May-Nov) the most spectacular 

diving is found at resorts with access to 

dive sites on the west of the atoll where 

you’re likely to encounter larger pelagics 

such as Grey Reef and Hammerhead Sharks.  

During the Maldivian summer (Dec–Apr) 

the northeast season brings fast currents, 

superb visibility and prolific marine life on 

the eastern side of the atolls.  The currents 

usually die down by March making this a 

great time for a more leisurely dive.

Although being on the ‘wrong’ side may 

mean less visibility there is compensation 

in having the best chance of Manta Ray 

and Whale Shark encounters during your 

dive.

There are four types of dive sites to 

familiarise yourself with; Kandu is the 

deep cut in the atoll rim where strong 

currents are common; Faru is a circular 

reef rising from the ocean floor found in 

the channel; Thila’s and Giri’s are coral 

reefs formed inside the atolls.

The Diving Season 

Surrounded by untouched reefs, 

turquoise water and pristine beaches, this 

breathtaking 5* luxury resort, with its 50 

contemporary chic villas, was one of the 

first resorts on the atoll. Transfer is a 45 

minute seaplane journey north from Malé. 

The Werner Lau dive centre is SSI, 

CMAS and PADI affiliated offering 

state of the art facilities and ideal 

conditions to learn the art of scuba diving. 

For the more experienced diver, explore 

stunning untouched reefs and 30 exclusive 

dive sites by boat including the channel on 

the west side, where magnificent marine 

experiences await. Nitrox is complimentary 

for qualified divers.

  

Zitalhi Kuda Funafaru  

Noonu Atoll

Surrounded by uninhabited islands, Reethi 

Beach offers its guests the opportunity 

to explore and relax on isolated beaches 

creating your perfect Maldivian retreat. 

The unique local architecture blends with 

the natural beauty of the island creating an 

eco-friendly environment. Transfer is a 35 

minute seaplane journey from Malé.  

Sea Explorers is a PADI 5* dive 

centre with an exceptional house 

reef, suitable for snorkellers and divers of 

all levels. The lagoon on the east is 

covered by hard corals occupied by 

lobsters, crabs and octopus by day with 

Sting Rays and Guitar Sharks often seen in 

the evening.  The west reef lies on a 

channel with regular sightings of dolphins, 

rays and barracuda. Nitrox is 

complimentary to certified divers.

One of the secrets of Baa Atoll is the large 

numbers of Mantas and Whale Sharks that 

visit the atoll, especially May-Oct.

Reethi Beach 

Baa Atoll

Climate chart for Malé
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A luxurious resort in the tranquil Meemu 

Atoll set in complete harmony with its 

exclusive tropical and traditional Maldivian 

surroundings.  Rooms range from 

beach villas to the beautifully furnished 

honeymoon water villas featuring all life’s 

comforts and modern facilities. Relax 

in the infinity edged pool and enjoy the 

daily sunset from the open air alfresco 

restaurant. Transfer is a 40 minute 

seaplane journey from Malé.

The Werner Lau dive centre is SSI, 

CMAS and PADI affiliated.  It’s a 

perfect setting to learn to dive.  Most of 

the 30 dive sites are located within the 

atoll and are all reached by boat.  Several 

times a week day tours are offered out to 

the channels for the more experienced 

divers.  Underwater excursions on scooters 

are also offered from here.  The Sheena 

liveaboard begins and ends its weekly 

safari from here. Nitrox is complimentary 

for qualified divers.

Medhufushi 

Meemu Atoll

The resort has a range of accommodation 

mainly built at the edge or over the 

water. Suitable for all holidaymakers with 

plenty of facilities and activities available 

including a kids’ club, a surf break and a 

great variety of cuisine. For guests arriving 

late at night there is the convenience of 

a night transfer, a 40 minute speedboat 

journey from Malé.

Euro Divers is PADI affiliated and 

runs two daily boat dive 

excursions to nearby dive sites. Some of 

the best dive sites in the Maldives can be 

found in the narrow channels, Kandooma 

Kandu and Guraidhoo Kandu,  where an 

incredible amount of marine life resides. 

As well as nearby Manta cleaning stations, 

there is a special and enjoyable alternative 

here with divers able to observe Grey Reef 

Sharks. Nitrox is complimentary for 

certified divers.

Kandooma 

South Malé Atoll

The perfect balance of the unspoiled 

beauty of a tropical island with all of life’s 

little comforts. Thulhagiri is a short 25 

minute speedboat transfer from Malé. 

Accommodation choices include beach 

or water bungalows and the cuisine is 

exquisite.

SUS Aqua Dive Centre is SSI and 

PADI affliated offering a range of 

courses from beginner to more advanced. 

There are at least 30 dive sites regularly 

visited on both sides of the atoll making it 

an excellent diving option all year round. 

Half day trips include the famous Manta 

Point, best visited May-Dec, when you 

have the best chance of Manta Ray and 

Whale Shark encounters. The house reef is 

limited to one entry/exit point but there is 

also a shuttle service to the outer reef 

which makes an enjoyable ‘one-way-dive’ 

back to the shore.

Thulhagiri  

North Malé Atoll

A tiny island located on the north west 

side of the atoll, reached by a 50 minute 

boat transfer from Malé.  Surrounded by a 

fine white sand beach and a crystal clear 

lagoon, Eriyadu is ideal for those seeking 

a ‘get-away-from-it-all’ holiday spent in 

a superior beach villa.  Although there 

are fewer facilities than most resorts, 

a friendly and comfortable atmosphere 

is what makes the island special and a 

favourite of ours.

Euro Divers run the well equipped 

dive centre which is SSI and PADI 

affiliated. The spectacular house reef has 

five entry/exit points around the island, 

suitable for snorkellers and divers on the 

unlimited shore diving package. Day boats 

depart twice daily and due to the isolated 

location, offer undisturbed and peaceful 

diving with high chances of shark 

encounters! Nitrox is complimentary for 

certified divers.

Conveniently located, this is also a great 

choice for those who want a few nights 

on land before or after a week on a 

liveaboard.

Eriyadu  

North Malé Atoll

From left: Kuda Rah Thila © Eurodivers, Clown fish
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Top Tips 

The protected waters of Hanifaru Bay, in the Baa Atoll are a popular destination for 

liveaboards, especially during the month of August. During the southwest monsoon, 

scores of Manta Rays and Whale Sharks congregate in the small channel to consume 

zooplankton that is trapped in huge densities. An experience not to be missed!

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.  Excludes local taxes. 

Eriyadu (FB) ................................................................................................... from £1655

Reethi Beach (B) ......................................................................................... from £1685

Kandooma (B) .............................................................................................. from £1875

Zitalhi Kuda Funafaru (B) ......................................................................... from £2950
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Surrounded by lush tropical vegetation, 

palm trees, a 1.5 km long white sand 

beach and a turquoise lagoon, the resort 

is popular amongst the diving community. 

Located in the southeast corner of the 

atoll, transfer is a 25 minute seaplane 

journey from Malé. Renovated and re-

opened in late 2010, the resort features 

new over water facilities including rooms, 

restaurant and a spa. WiFi is available 

in hotspot areas. The swimming pool 

overlooks the beach and there is a wide 

range of activities and facilities available.

Euro Divers run the well equipped 

dive centre which is SSI and PADI 

affiliated. The spectacular house reef has 

ten entry/exit points around the island, 

suitable for snorkellers and divers on the 

unlimited shore diving package. There are 

over 40 dive sites to explore, including 

reefs, wrecks and channel diving. Nitrox is 

complimentary for certified divers.

Vilamendhoo 

North Ari Atoll

Surrounded by white powdery sand beach, 

a crystal clear lagoon and a house reef for 

snorkelling and diving, this relaxed island 

paradise is the epitome of the ‘get-away-

from-it-all’ experience, perfect for a 

romantic break. Accommodation options 

include traditional Maldivian style beach 

and water bungalows. Transfer is a 25 

minute seaplane journey from Malé.

Sub Aqua Dive Centre is PADI and 

CMAS affiliated. Located directly 

on the beach it is well known for its 

relaxed atmosphere and encourages the 

whole family to learn to dive. As well as a 

house reef, there are plenty of choices of 

dive sites on both the east and west outer 

reaches of the atoll. Nitrox is 

complimentary for qualified divers.

Angaga  

South Ari Atoll

Filitheyo is the only island resort in the un-

spoilt Faafu Atoll. A natural tropical island, 

which is lush in vegetation and surrounded 

by a stunning house reef. An old favourite 

choice for many divers who also enjoy 

the spa facilities. Transfer is a 40 minute 

seaplane journey from Malé.

The Werner Lau dive centre is SSI, 

CMAS and PADI affiliated.  The 

spectacular house reef with its seven 

entry/exit points, features a 90 metre wall 

on the north side as well as a wreck (sunk 

in 2009). Manta Rays are a common sight 

on the wall. Divers are privileged, with a 

choice of 30 pristine dive sites exclusive to 

the resort. Boat dives are offered daily and 

Nitrox is complimentary for qualified 

divers.  

Filitheyo 

Faafu Atoll

From left: Manta Ray © Eurodivers, Reef sharks © Eurodivers

Surrounded by a beautiful lagoon and 

long stretches of white sandy beach, 

Veligandu is the perfect getaway for those 

seeking something special. There are 76 

rooms, the majority being Jacuzzi Water 

Villas. Facilities include an over water spa. 

Transfer is a 20 minute seaplane journey 

from Malé.

Ocean Pro Dive Centre is PADI 

affiliated and there are 20 dive 

sites to explore both by boat and on the 

house reef. With only one other resort in 

the area, divers can expect to see nothing 

but prolific marine life.  Sharks are a 

common sight on dives including Grey 

Reef in February and Hammerheads year 

round. For those starting out, turtles and 

eagle rays are often spotted on the south 

side of the island on the house reef. Nitrox 

is available.

 

Veligandu 

Rasdhoo Atoll

A small classic all inclusive Maldivian 

island, Velidhu is a 30 minute seaplane 

transfer from Malé. Room options include 

beach and water bungalows. A pristine 

location encircled by its own coral reef for 

divers and snorkellers to enjoy.

Euro Divers is a PADI affiliated 

dive centre offering a range of 

courses from learning in the calm waters 

of the lagoon to becoming a Divemaster. A 

great variety of dive sites from the house 

reef to channel dives, with plenty to 

observe including sharks and Manta Rays 

(Jan-Apr) as well as the occasional 

Spinner Dolphin and Pilot Whale. Nitrox is 

complimentary for qualified divers

Velidhu 

North Ari Atoll

An emerald island paradise with 

accommodation designed to pamper and 

please guests, with a variety of room types 

equipped with high standard amenities. An 

activity packed resort which also features 

a spa, Ellaidhoo is a marine enthusiasts 

paradise with a magnificent house reef 

the hallmark of the resort. Transfer is a 30 

minute seaplane transfer from Malé.

Dive and Sail is a PADI 5* Gold 

Palm centre offering a range of 

courses from beginner to advanced. The 

legendary house reef has six entry/exit 

points, the most famous highlight being 

the wreck.  Sharks, rays and turtles are a 

common daily sight for divers and 

snorkellers. Nitrox is complimentary for 

qualified divers.

Chaaya Reef Ellaidhoo 

North Ari Atoll

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort, 

meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights. Excludes local taxes.

Veligandu (FB) .............................................................................................. from £2760

Velidhu (HB) ................................................................................................... from £2220

Angaga (HB) .................................................................................................. from £2125

Filitheyo (HB) ................................................................................................ from £1995

Vilamendhoo (FB) ....................................................................................... from £1395
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At 29 metres in length, the deck of 

this unique looking liveaboard is 

made from balau wood and she sleeps 14 

passengers in seven cabins, all en-suite 

with air-conditioning. Up to 17 dives are 

offered on a one week cruise, departing 

Malé every Monday. PADI courses are 

available.  

The Black Pearl’s crew aim to show guests 

the most beautiful sites the Maldives 

has to offer, subject to weather and 

seasonal conditions, and so routes will 

be announced at the beginning of every 

safari, with more detailed briefings daily.  

Black Pearl  

Comfort and fun are the headlines 

for diving from the Carina 

liveaboard. She features ten cabins, all 

generous in size and en-suite with 

air-conditioning. A high quality dive safari 

operation with knowledgable and 

professional staff, the ship attracts many 

repeat guests.  

Carina was the first boat in the Maldives 

to offer ENOS – an electronic rescue 

and locating system for divers. Up to 17 

dives are offered on a one week cruise 

departing from Malé. Nitrox and 15L tanks 

are available.

Carina 

Departing weekly from 

Medhufushi on a Sunday, the MY 

Sheena is an authentic Maldivian diving 

safari vessel. Comfortably furnished and 

refitted in 2009, all eight cabins have 

en-suite bathrooms. Transfer is a 45 

minute seaplane journey from Malé.

The boat cruises the southern Maldives 

and up to three dives per day are offered 

on the pristine reefs and channels in the 

Meemu, Laamu and Thaa atolls. Annual 

‘expedition’ 14 night cruises are offered to 

charter unknown diving regions. 

Experience - minimum 60 logged dives 

required.

MY Sheena

A solid wooden construction 

combining Maldivian boat-building 

traditions with modern engineering. The 

nine comfortable en-suite cabins all have 

exterior port holes and air-conditioning.  

Up to 17 dives are offered on a one week 

cruise. Departs Malé every Monday.

The Stingray is a great liveaboard choice 

for divers looking for a relaxing week 

(there’s even a jacuzzi on board!) coupled 

with great diving and opportunties to visit 

uninhabited islands.

MS Stingray 

“Come as a guest, leave as a 

friend” is the motto of this 

luxurious, spacious yacht, designed and 

lived on by the Captain and his family.  

Ocean Dancer accommodates 16 guests 

in comfortable air-conditioned cabins, all 

with en-suite bathrooms. The boat 

features an elegantly appointed lounge 

and dining area together with full 

photographic viewing facilities. Departs 

every Sunday from Malé (Nov-Apr).

Each trip offers up to three dives a day 

mainly cruising the North and South Malé, 

Felidhu and Ari atolls. PADI courses and 

Nitrox are available. Ocean Dancer works 

closely with the Maldives Whale Shark 

Research Programme supporting ongoing 

research and education.

Ocean Dancer 

There are 12 modern, spacious 

and luxurious en-suite cabins on 

board this ship constructed entirely of 

wood. Offering more than your average 

dive safari, it’s a true adventure! Departs 

Malé every Tuesday.

The Maldives offers some of the best 

diving in the world from colourful reef rish 

to larger pelagics and visibility often up to 

50 metres. It is here and on a liveaboard 

that you will have the best chance of 

encounters with Manta Rays and Whale 

Sharks year round. Experience - minimum 

of 30 logged dives required.

Nautilus Two 

Departs every Sunday from Malé. 

The Maldives Aggressor operates 

two main itineraries dependent on the 

season, to South Malé, Felidhu or Ari atolls. 

The boat is diesel and sail powered 

offering the best of both and an 

unforgettable journey. There are ten 

luxurious air-conditioned, en-suite 

staterooms on the main deck.  

Up to four dives a day are offered and 

carried out from the dhoni.  These include 

a mix of inner and outer atoll dive sites 

with the chance to observe cleaning 

stations and schools of marine life 

patrolling the reefs. PADI courses and 

Nitrox are available.

Maldives Aggressor 

Liveaboard Selection Price Guide 

The following prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights on a liveaboard, full 

board, and diving package with tanks and weights. Excludes local taxes.

Stingray ........................................................................................................... from £1615

Black Pearl .................................................................................................... from £1795

MY Sheena .................................................................................................... from £2025

Ocean Dancer .............................................................................................. from £2785

Maldives Aggressor ................................................................................... from £2430

Top Tips 

Why not combine your liveboard 

holiday with a few nights on an 

island, or head to Sri Lanka for a 

cultural and wildlife experience. 
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Photographer at work

Blessed with a year-long tropical climate it’s always a good time to visit the Seychelles. Diving and snorkelling reveal the best of the 

magical underwater world that the Indian Ocean has to offer. Unique granite boulder formations, coral atolls and wrecks are home to 

the colourful tropical fish, turtles, sharks, many pelagic species and of course, the seasonal gentle giants, the Whale Sharks. Conditions 

are superb throughout the year, with a comfortable water temperature and visibility often reaching 30 metres. The main inner islands 

are spectacular forested granite mountains rising from the Seychelles Bank plateau. At the edge of the plateau lie the coral islands such 

as Denis and Bird, and then scattered further away are the Amirantes islands and atolls including Aldabra. These are best reached by 

liveaboard from Oct-May when the seas are calmer.
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Seychelles 
(Port Victoria)

No visit to the Seychelles would be 

complete without a couple of nights on 

the main island of Mahe. It is home to 

the nation’s capital, Victoria, as well as a 

population reflecting the diverse ethnicity 

of this Indian Ocean archipelago. Mahe 

is an extraordinary treasure trove of flora 

and fauna with it’s granite peaks and rare 

endemic plants including the Jellyfish Tree 

and Vanilla Orchid.  

Mahe 

This charming 15-room guesthouse is 

located on the beautiful Beau Vallon beach, 

one of the Seychelles’ best beaches for 

water sports.  Guests have direct access 

to the vast, soft sand beach from the 

property’s garden. All the air-conditioned 

guest rooms have sea views and are 

comfortably furnished with en-suite 

bathrooms. The guesthouse has a bar/

lounge and a dining area in the garden 

where breakfast and evening meals are 

served.

Augerine is conveniently situated near to 

the Underwater Centre, as well as being 

within easy walking distance of a range of 

local restaurants.

Augerine Guesthouse 

Seychelles Underwater Centre has 

been at the forefront of diving in 

the Seychelles for over 20 years. This PADI 

5* Gold Palm Instructor Development 

Centre (IDC) offers a comprehensive range 

of PADI courses. Three dive boats transport 

you to the best dive sites in the Seychelles 

and the dive centre offers a well stocked 

rental and retail facility. The centre has 

pioneered and continues to support marine 

conservation, particularly for Whale 

Sharks. Dedicated dive programmes are 

offered during the seasonal migration.

Underwater Centre 

Seychelles

The Indian Ocean has long been one of the 

primary sources of Whale Shark sightings 

and some of the earliest scientific records 

came from Seychelles.

Since 1996 the Marine Conservation 

Society Seychelles (MCSS), incorporating 

the Shark Research Institute Seychelles, 

has been monitoring and tagging Whale 

Sharks in Seychelles waters. As a result of 

their efforts they are a protected species in 

these waters. 

In recent years, private and public 

funding has allowed the expansion of 

this programme with advanced satellite 

tracking technology to enable far more 

data to be collected on this species.

The MCSS and Whale Sharks 

Climate chart for Port Victoria

You can help the MCSS researchers with 

their monitoring activities. Whenever the 

sharks are found in an accessible area 

the team records their details including 

their photographic identities. A maximum 

of eight people are allowed in the water 

at any one time and all activities are run 

according to the Seychelles Whale Shark 

Encounter Code of Conduct.

The trips are run daily when conditions 

allow (Aug-Oct). In the morning the 

microlight aircraft locates the Whale 

Sharks and in the afternoon the boats are 

dispatched to the most promising area for 

enthusiasts to snorkel with these gentle 

giants.
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The Sea Star yacht boasts three 

masts and a teak wood upper 

deck. The most luxurious of the nine 

cabins on board is the Honeymoon Cove. 

All come with full air-conditioning and 

en-suite bathrooms. Sailing enthusiasts 

can enjoy the chance of taking control of 

the powerful rig and five Bermuda sails.

The vessel is equipped to host up to 16 

divers with a flexible itinerary including 

diving, island excursions and other 

activities. There are eight full diving sets 

for rent and equipment for windsurfing 

and kayaking.

The week long itineraries run all year 

round and include plenty of diving 

opportunities on remote islands and reefs, 

visits to nature reserves, the chance to 

meet a giant tortoise, see the famous coco 

de mer coconut, photograph the gorgeous 

Anse Source D’Argent beach and relax on 

an uninhabited island.

SY Sea Star 

A modern and comfortable sailing 

yacht, Sea Bird has a beautiful 

teak deck and nine fully air-conditioned, 

en-suite cabins. With her powerful rig and 

large sail area, this yacht can be driven 

along at a good speed in any weather 

conditions. Sailing enthusiasts can enjoy 

taking control of the huge sails equipped 

with a modern furling system. 

The vessel is equipped to host up to 16 

divers with a flexible itinerary including 

diving, island excursions and other 

activities. There are eight full diving sets 

for rent. Weekly trips are operated year 

round.

As well as the numerous tropical fish 

and soft and hard corals, there are Eagle 

Rays and giant Sting Rays together with 

Hawksbill and Green Turtles. Explore the 

underwater granite seascape alongside 

schools of large pelagics, sharks, the 

occasional dolphin and perhaps even a 

Whale Shark.

SY Sea Bird 

This seven night seasonal 

expedition on board the Maya’s 

Dugong is an experience of a lifetime for 

all Whale Shark enthusiasts. During 

September, the expeditionary vessel 

serves as an ideal platform to maximise 

chances of encounters in a convenient, 

comfortable and cost-effective way.  Large 

air-conditioned cabins and public areas 

help with the experience of cruising the 

beautiful waters of the Seychelles.

Whale Sharks are wild animals and whilst 

every effort is made to maximise their 

sightings, the itinerary can vary from day 

to day. 

Passengers will also experience unique 

diving and snorkelling seascapes on 

visits to other islands in the archipelago, 

authentic Seychellois hospitality and the 

rewarding feeling of contributing towards 

a real scientific programme bearing results 

for this threatened species.  Members 

of the MCSS are on board to help with 

sightings and deliver talks about the 

current work being done to monitor and 

conserve these gentle giants.

MV Maya’s Dugong 

Experience the islands of the 

Seychelles as they were first 

discovered - with an island-hopping 

journey, cruise the sparkling azure waters 

and visit the best dive sites aboard the 

sailing yachts SY Sea Star or Sea Bird. 

Both yachts departs every Saturday from 

Mahe year round. They are equipped to 

host up to 16 divers, offering unlimited 

diving and a flexible itinerary dependant 

upon guests’ wishes. The crew include 

PADI instructors, with many years 

experience of diving the Indian Ocean.

A joint initiative between Silhouette 

Cruises’ expedition travel brand, Ocean 

Odysseys, and the MCSS brings you the 

opportunity to combine the intense fun 

and excitement of swimming with Whale 

Sharks with the enriching experience 

of learning more about these massive 

creatures. Swim amidst the islands’ 

beautiful scenery and participate in actual 

scientific monitoring work being carried 

out by the MCSS, who are resident on 

board during your seven night trip. The 

Whale Shark Odyssey trips depart Mahe 

on Saturdays in September.

Liveaboard Diving in the 
Seychelles 

Accommodation Price Guide 

The following per person prices include return flights from the UK, 7 nights in resort or 

on a liveaboard, meal plan, transfers and diving package with tanks and weights.

Augerine Guesthouse (B) ........................................................................ from £1565

SY Sea Star and SY Sea Bird (FB) ....................................................... from £2695

MV Maya’s Dugong Whale Shark Expedition (FB) ....................... from £2995

Whale Shark Expedition price includes a contribution towards the MCSS.

© Seychelles Tourist Board

© Seychelles Tourist Board
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Airline Choices

Business Class

We know that many of you enjoy that touch of luxury, and 

so why not ask us about our business class upgrades? 

You can choose to fly in style to hundreds of worldwide 

destinations, allowing you to arrive at your destination 

refreshed and relaxed.

Airlines & Regional Departures

We have special arrangements with many of the world’s 

major airlines and can offer departures from a number of 

regional airports. Just advise us if you would like a regional 

departure, it is really no problem to organise!

Interim Flight Deposits

It is now becoming more common with the cheaper air 

fares for airlines to now demand full, non-refundable 

payment of the airfare before they will confirm the booking. 

Sometimes we need to secure flights several months in 

advance of your departure date, before full payment of 

the balance is due from you. In these cases we will need 

to ask you to pay a non-refundable interim deposit, in 

addition to the normal deposit in order to secure your flight 

booking.

Diving Baggage

All scuba equipment must be carried within the weight 

allowance of the airline; in most cases this is 20kg or 

44lb. Hand luggage is restricted to 5kg or 11lb. Most 

transatlantic flights allow one piece of luggage free of 

charge. Additional bags, where allowed, incur a surcharge. 

This does vary between airlines and we will be happy to 

discuss the various options. Certain airlines may increase 

the baggage allowance to accommodate diving equipment 

but this is discretionary and cannot be guaranteed. On inter 

island flights, where light aircraft are used, the allowance 

may be only 20kg and, in some cases even less. Carriage 

of excess baggage is at the airline’s discretion and often 

only on payment of an appropriate fee.

General Information

Crinoids with boat in Tonga © Karen Varndell



Or visit us on the web at  www.diveworldwide.com 119

Special Offers

Keep an eye on our website for up to the minute special 

offers. Many of the resorts, liveaboards and airlines we 

use feature special offers throughout the year. For the 

latest information, sign up to our online newsletter or ask a 

member of the Dive Worldwide Team when you call.

Special Requests

We understand the importance of making the best of your 

time away. Should you have any special requests, including 

flight seating arrangements, access requirements, if you’re 

celebrating a birthday or anniversary, or anything else 

please let us know. We will advise the relevant supplier 

of your requirements, but we cannot guarantee that such 

requests will be met unless we have specifically confirmed 

this in writing.

Weather

Diving is often a weather dependent activity. In most places 

diving is possible all year round. However, as weather 

conditions can sometimes be unpredictable, dive operators 

may occasionally have to reschedule the diving itinerary to 

alternative sites or suspend diving altogether. Whilst every 

effort will be made to ensure that the number of dives 

booked is accomplished, no refunds will be made if the 

diving itinerary is suspended or altered in any way due to 

weather conditions.

Equipment Hire

Dive packs usually include tanks and weights only. Hire of 

other equipment will be charged locally, unless a full 

equipment pack was purchased at the time of booking. 

Please note that diving computers are not usually available 

for hire. Wetsuits are recommended, even in tropical waters, 

to reduce the water’s cooling effect and protect the skin. 

Many centres only have a limited range of equipment, so 

you are advised to take your own equipment where possible.

Diving Agency Glossary

Throughout the brochure, we have highlighted the 

affiliation of each dive centre (where possible). These are 

recognised throughout the world and their structures, 

whilst similar, do vary with regard to content and prices. 

The most commonly featured agencies are listed below:

BSAC British Sub Aqua Club

IANTD  International Association of Nitrox & Technical Divers

NAUI National Association of Underwater Instructors 

PADI Professional Association of Diving Instructors

SDI  Scuba Diving International

SSI  Scuba Schools International

TDI  Technical Diving International

Passport & Visas

You should be in possession of a full 10-year passport 

valid for at least six months after completion of your 

journey. It is your responsibility to ensure that your travel 

documentation, including visas and passport, is in order 

and sorted out in good time before travel. If in doubt you 

should contact your country’s consulate for advice.

Foreign & Commonwealth Office  
Travel Advice

For up-to-date advice on foreign travel please visit  

www.fco.gov.uk

Environment & Responsible Diving

We endeavour to use only diving operators who are 

environmentally responsible. Please help by being a 

responsible diver.

 »  Dive carefully in fragile aquatic ecosystems, such as 

coral reefs.

 »  Be aware of your body and equipment placement when 

diving.

 »  Keep your diving skills sharp with continuing education.

 »  Consider your effect on aquatic life through your 

interactions.

 »  Understand and respect underwater life.

 »  Resist the urge to collect souvenirs.

 »  If you hunt or gather game, obey all fish and game laws.

 »  Report environmental disturbances or destruction of your 

dive sites.

 »  Be a role model for other divers in diving and non-diving 

interactions with the environment.

 »  Get involved in local environmental activities and issues.

Health Requirements

Diving is an exciting and demanding activity. When 

performed correctly, applying correct techniques, it is safe. 

When established safety procedures are not followed, 

however, there are dangers. To scuba dive safely, you 

must not be extremely overweight or out of condition. Your 

respiratory and circulatory system must be in good health. 

A person with heart trouble, a current cold or congestion, 

epilepsy, asthma, who is pregnant, or under the influence 

of alcohol or drugs should not dive. If taking medication, 

consult your doctor and the instructor before participating 

in any scuba diving. 

Improper use of scuba equipment can result in serious 

injury.

Medical Requirements

All passengers scuba diving whilst on holiday will be 

required by the Diving Centre in the resort to complete a 

medical questionnaire. If the operator is in any way unsure 

of your fitness to dive, you will be required to undergo a 

medical examination. This may result in considerable extra 

cost for which you will be charged locally. 

No refunds will be given if you are refused medical 

clearance to dive. You are strongly advised to undergo a 

full medical examination before booking your holiday, and 

you must do so if you reply in the positive to any of the 

questions in the following questionnaire. If you currently 

hold a diving medical certificate, be sure you take it  

with you.
Lion Fish - Competition winner, third place © Carole Bellars

Medical Questionnaire

If you answer yes to any of the following questions you will 

need medical clearance from a doctor before you can dive:

 »  Could you be pregnant or are you attempting to become 

pregnant? 

 »  Do you regularly take prescription or non-prescription 

medications?

Are you over 45 years of age and have/do one or more of 

the following:

 »  currently smoke a pipe, cigars or cigarettes? 

 »  have a high cholesterol level? 

 »  have a family history of heart attacks or stroke?

Have you ever had or do you currently have:

 »  asthma, or wheezing with breathing or wheezing with 

exercise? 

 »  frequent or severe attacks of hayfever or allergy? 

 »  frequent colds, sinusitis or bronchitis or any form of lung 

disease? 

 »  pneumothorax (collapsed lung)? 

 »  history of chest surgery? 

 »  claustrophobia or agrophobia (fear of closed or open 

spaces)?

 »  behavioural health problems? 

 »  epilepsy, seizures, convulsions or take medication to 

prevent them? 

 »  recurring migraine headaches or take medication to 

prevent them? 

 »  history of blackouts or fainting (full/partial loss of 

consciousness)? 

 »  do you frequently suffer from motion sickness 

(seasickness, carsickness etc.)? 

 »  history of diving accidents or decompression sickness? 

 »  history of recurrent back problems or back surgery? 

 »  history of diabetes? 

 »  history of back, arm or leg problems following surgery, 

injury or fracture? 

 »  inability to perform moderate exercise (walk 1 mile 

within 10 min)? 

 »  history of high blood pressure or take medicine to control 

blood pressure? 

 »  history of any heart disease or heart attacks? 

 »  angina (heart or blood vessel surgery)? 

 »  history of ear or sinus surgery? 

 »  history of problems equalising, popping ears with 

aeroplane or mountain travel? 

 »  history of bleeding or other blood disorders? 

 »  history of any type of hernia? 

 »  history of colostomy? 

 »  history of drug or alcohol abuse?

Vaccination and health requirements vary from country 

to country. Your own GP is the best person to speak to 

regarding relevant requirements. Make your GP aware that 

you will be scuba diving as some medication, like Larium, 

is not recommended for scuba divers.

Flying or travelling to altitude after diving

You are reminded to follow the recommendations of your 

training agency before flying or going to altitude after any dive.

Contact Us 

Visit: www.diveworldwide.com 

Email us: sales@diveworldwide.com 

Call us: 0845 130 6980 
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Booking Information
Please note, this Booking Information forms part of your contract with The 
Natural Travel Collection Ltd. Please see our Booking Conditions for definitions 
of words used.

1. Making your booking
To confirm a booking, you should provide us with the information requested on 
our booking form either verbally, by completing and returning the booking form 
or in writing by some other means (such as e-mail). All bookings are subject 
to our Booking Conditions. You should confirm your acceptance of our Booking 
Conditions by signing and returning our booking form or in writing by some 
other means (such as e-mail). The lead passenger must be authorised by all 
participants, or their parent or guardian where the participant is under 18, to 
make a booking with us on the basis of our Booking Conditions. By making a 
booking, the lead passenger confirms that he / she and all participants agree 
to the Booking Conditions. The lead passenger is responsible for making all 
payments due to us as set out in more detail in clause 2 below. The lead 
passenger must be at least 24 years old when the booking is made. Once we 
have received the information we need to make the booking and all appropriate 
payments, we will, subject to availability, confirm your booking by issuing a 
confirmation invoice. This invoice will be sent to you or your travel agent. Please 
check your invoice carefully as soon as you receive it. Contact us immediately 
if any information which appears on the confirmation or any other document 
appears to be incorrect or incomplete as it may not be possible to make 
changes later. We regret we cannot accept any liability if we are not notified 
of any inaccuracy (for which we are responsible) in any document within 14 
days of our sending it out (5 days for tickets). We will do our best to rectify any 
mistake notified to us outside these time limits but you must meet any costs 
involved in doing so. The only exception to this requirement to meet costs is 
where the mistake in question was made by us and there is good reason why 
you did not tell us about it within these time limits.

2. Payment
The applicable deposit (as set out in Table A below) per person must be paid 
at the time of booking. If you wish to purchase the insurance policy we offer, 
all applicable premiums must also be paid at the time of booking. Please see 
clause 4 below on the subject of insurance. The final balance of the price is due 
no later than the date set out in Table A below. If a booking is made after this 
date then the full amount is payable at the time of booking.

3. Special requests & medical problems/disabilities
If you have a special request, you should inform us of it in writing at the time 
of booking. We will advise the relevant supplier of your requirements, but we 
cannot guarantee that such requests will be met unless we have specifically 
confirmed this. For your own protection, you should obtain confirmation in 
writing from us that your request will be complied with (where it is possible for 
us to give this) if your request is important to you. Confirmation that a special 
request has been noted or passed on to the supplier or the inclusion of the 
special request on your confirmation invoice or any other documentation is 
not confirmation that the request will be met. Unless and until specifically 
confirmed, all special requests are subject to availability. We regret we cannot 
accept any conditional bookings, i.e. any booking which is specified to be 
conditional on the fulfilment of a particular request. All such bookings will be 
treated as “standard” bookings subject to the above provisions on special 
requests. If any participant has any medical problem or disability which may 
affect your holiday, you must tell us before the lead passenger confirms your 
booking so that we can advise as to the suitability of the chosen arrangements. 
In any event, you must give us full details in writing at the time of booking. You 
must also notify us of any changes or deterioration in the disability or medical 
condition or development of any disability or medical condition after booking. 
In view of the nature of the holidays featured in this brochure and on our 
website, we regret we must reserve the right to decline any booking or cancel 
(in the event of the development, deterioration or change of any disability or 
medical condition occurring after confirmation) whenever we reasonably feel 
unable to accommodate the needs or restrictions of any particular client or 
where, in our reasonable opinion, the medical condition or disability of the 
client concerned is likely to have a significant adverse effect on other clients 
taking the same holiday. We further reserve the right to cancel any holiday 
and impose cancellation charges if we are not fully advised of any relevant 
disability or medical condition at the time the booking is made and/or promptly 
notified of any development, change or deterioration occurring after booking. 
On occasions, the decision for us to cancel may be made at the time the person 
concerned joins the tour as it may only be apparent at this stage that their 
disability or medical condition cannot be accommodated. Any client affected 
by a disability or medical condition must ensure they have notified this to their 
travel insurers and that their travel insurance will cover it. As it is a condition of 
booking that all clients have adequate and appropriate travel insurance, we are 
entitled to insist on evidence that the disability or medical condition is covered.

4. Insurance
The lead passenger is responsible for ensuring all participants have adequate 
and appropriate insurance. The insurance must as a minimum cover personal 
accident, medical expenses, loss of effects, repatriation costs and all other 
expenses, which might arise as a result of loss, damage, injury, delay or 
inconvenience. This policy must include a minimum cover of £5,000,000 for 
medical and repatriation expenses. Policy details should be read carefully and 
taken on holiday with you. It is your responsibility to ensure that the insurance 
cover you purchase is suitable and adequate for your particular needs. Details of 
the policy we offer are shown in this brochure and on our website.

5. Passports, visas, permits, certificates and health
All participants must be in possession of a valid passport and all visas, permits 
and certificates, including medical certificates required for the whole of the 
holiday booked. It is your responsibility to obtain these unless you are expressly 
advised otherwise by us. All information and advice given by us on visas, 
vaccinations, climate, clothing, baggage, special equipment etc. is given in good 
faith. The lead passenger must ensure that all participants are in possession of 
all necessary travel and health documents before departure. All costs incurred 
in obtaining such documentation must be paid by you. We regret we cannot 
accept any liability if you are refused entry onto any transport or into any 
country due to failure on your part to carry correct documentation. If you are 
not a British citizen or hold a non British passport, you must check passport 
and visa requirements with the embassy or consulate of the country(ies) to 
or through which you are intending to travel. If failure to have any necessary 

travel or other documents results in fines, surcharges or other financial 
penalty being imposed on us or costs incurred by us, you will be responsible 
for reimbursing us accordingly. We require details of the passports held by all 
participants no later than 6 weeks prior to departure. A full British passport 
usually takes approximately 2 to 4 weeks to obtain unless you are 16 or over 
and are applying for a first passport. The UK Passport Service has to confirm 
your identity before issuing such a passport and asks applicants to attend an 
interview in order to do this. A minimum of 6 weeks should be allowed in this 
case. If any participant does not have a passport or will need to renew it prior 
to departure, they are recommended to apply at least 3 months in advance. 
For travel to and via the USA, every person travelling (including children) 
must have a visa unless they qualify for the Visa Waiver Program (VWP). Most 
British citizens travelling on holiday will qualify for the VWP but please see the 
important note below. All visitors who are eligible for the VWP must now apply 
for authorisation to travel to the US in advance in accordance with the Electronic 
System for Travel Authorization (ESTA). You must complete an online application 
for authorization to travel on the ESTA website (details below) at least 72 hours 
before your flight to the US departs but you are recommended to apply earlier. 
Providing the application is accepted, you will be provided with approval via the 
website. Approval is usually provided very quickly but can take up to 72 hours 
if data needs to be checked. You should make a note of the ESTA approval 
number when you receive it. Please note; authorisation to travel under ESTA 
does not guarantee entry into the United States; that decision rests with the 
immigration official at the point of entry in the same way that travellers currently 
entering the U.S. under the Visa Waiver Program or with a visa are subject to 
inspection. Warning: If your passport has ever been reported lost or stolen to 
the authorities and then recovered, please do not attempt to use it for travel to 
the United States. If you input the passport details into ESTA, your application 
will be denied. It is your responsibility to obtain ESTA approval or a US visa if 
required. If you fail to obtain authorization to travel through the ESTA website or 
a US visa in advance of travel, you will not be allowed on your outbound flight 
to the US. Full cancellation charges will then apply. The ESTA website can be 
found at https://esta.cbp.dhs.gov/esta Important note; Not all British visitors 
to the USA will qualify for the Visa Waiver Program. You cannot apply for the 
VWP and will require a visa if you do not have a machine readable passport. 
All new style, burgundy coloured UK passports are machine readable. You will 
also need to apply for a visa if you have ever been arrested (even if you were 
not convicted of an offence) or have a criminal record of any description. Other 
exemptions also apply. If you are in any doubt as to whether you may require a 
visa, please contact the US Embassy, Consular Information Unit, 24 Grosvenor 
Square, London W1A 1AE or visit the website www.usembassy.org.uk before 
making your booking. Further information on entry requirements for the USA 
is available at http://travel.state.gov. You must check entry requirements at 
the time of booking and in good time before departure as requirements may 
change. Requirements generally and for any country may change and you 
must check the up to date position in good time before departure with the 
embassy or consulate of the country(ies) you are travelling through and to. It is 
your responsibility to ensure you are aware of all recommended vaccinations 
and health precautions in good time before departure. Details are available 
from your GP surgery and from the National Travel Health Network and Centre 
www.nathnac.org. Information on health is also contained in the Department of 
Health leaflet T7.1 (Health Advice for Travellers) available from the Department 
of Health on 0870 1555 455 or via its website www.dh.gov.uk and most Post 
Offices. For holidays in the EEA all participants should obtain an EHIC (European 
Health Insurance Card) prior to departure. An EHIC is not, however, a substitute 
for travel insurance. Health requirements and recommendations may change 
and you must check the up to date position in good time before departure.

6. Minimum Numbers and effect on price of party/group size
Some of the holidays featured in this brochure require a minimum number of 
participants before we can operate them. The applicable minimum number 
depends on various factors and varies from tour to tour. If the group size drops 
below the minimum number, we reserve the right either to cancel or to run the 
trip. We promise to advise you no later than 6 weeks prior to departure if we 
have to cancel your holiday due to lack of numbers. Clause 5 of our Booking 
Conditions will then apply. For groups, the price per person given at the time 
of booking is based on a particular number of participants. If the group size 
changes at any time prior to departure (including where confirmed participants 
cancel without being substituted and pay less than 100% cancellation charges), 
we reserve the right to re-cost the trip and the per person price. Any increase in 
the price will be payable by all remaining participants. The increase will not be a 
surcharge and accordingly will not be subject to the surcharge provision set out 
in clause 4 of our Booking Conditions.

7. Tailor-made prices
Our tailor-made prices are based on two people travelling together and sharing 
a room. If you require a single room, please ask us to quote the appropriate 
supplement. 

8. Variation of conditions
No variation of these Conditions may be made unless this is done in writing by 
one of our directors.

Booking Conditions
The following Booking Conditions together with the Booking Information form 
the basis of your contract with Wildlife Worldwide, a trading division of The 
Natural Travel Collection Limited (registered in England with number: 7860375) 
having its registered office address at High Street, Knaphill, Woking, Surrey 
GU21 2PG. Please read them carefully as they set out our respective rights 
and obligations. These Booking Conditions and the Booking Information only 
apply to holiday arrangements which you book with us in the UK and which 
we agree to make, provide or perform (as applicable) as part of our contract. 
All references in these Booking Conditions to “booking”, “contract”, “itinerary”, 
“tour” or “arrangements” mean such holiday arrangements. The following words 
have the following meanings in both these Booking Conditions and the Booking 
Information. References to “you”, “your”, “party”, “group” and “participant(s)” 
means all persons (or any of them as the context permits or requires) named 
on the booking (including anyone who is added or substituted at a later date). 
In relation to all communications between us, “you” means the lead passenger. 
“We”, “us” and “our” means The Natural Travel Collection Limited. The “lead 
passenger” means the adult who makes the booking with us in accordance 
with clause 1 of the Booking Information. We will communicate with the lead 
passenger and only the lead passenger should communicate with us. In order to 
make a booking, please follow the procedure set out under Booking Information.
1. A binding contract between us and you comes into existence when we 
despatch our confirmation invoice to the lead passenger / group organiser. 
We both agree that English law (and no other) will apply to that contract and 
to any dispute, claim or other matter of any description that arises between 
us (“claim”) (except as set out below). We both also agree that any claim must 
be dealt with by AITO’s Independent Dispute Settlement Service (see clause 
16) or by the Courts of England and Wales only unless, in the case of Court 
proceedings, you live in Scotland or Northern Ireland. In this case, proceedings 
must either be brought in the Courts of your home country or those of England 
and Wales. If proceedings are brought in Scotland or Northern Ireland, you may 
choose to have the contract and your claim governed by the law of Scotland 

or Northern Ireland as applicable (but if you do not so choose, English law will 
apply).
2. Payment must be made as set out under Booking Information. If we do not 
receive all payments due (including any surcharge where applicable) in full 
and on time, we are entitled to assume that you wish to cancel your booking. 
In this case, we will be entitled to keep all payments which are due and paid 
or due at that date. If we do not cancel straight away because you have 
promised to make payment, you must pay the cancellation charges shown in 
Table B depending on the date we reasonably treat your booking as cancelled. 
If you make your reservation through a travel agent we shall address all 
communications to the agent. Except for flight inclusive bookings, all monies 
you pay to one of our authorised travel agents for your holiday with us will be 
held by the agent on your behalf until we issue our confirmation invoice. After 
that point, your agent will hold the monies on our behalf until paid to us. For 
flight inclusive bookings, all monies paid to such agents for your holiday with us 
will be held on our behalf until they are paid to us.
3. If you wish to make any alterations to your holiday we will make every 
reasonable effort to accommodate these, but cannot guarantee that alterations 
will be possible. If the alterations you request are possible, these will be 
subject to payment of any amendment or other charges imposed or incurred 
by the relevant supplier plus the sum of £50 to cover our administrative costs. 
Requests for amendments must be made in writing by the lead passenger. 
Any cancellation of the entire booking or by of the booking of any participant 
must be notified to us in writing by the lead passenger. The date on which the 
letter is received by us will determine the cancellation charges applicable. The 
applicable cancellation charges will be as set out in Table B (below) and are 
expressed as a percentage of the total holiday price (excluding amendment 
charges and insurance premiums) payable by the participant(s) cancelling. 
Amendment charges and insurance premiums are not refundable in the event 
of your cancellation. Depending on the reason for cancellation, you may be 
able to reclaim these cancellation charges (less any excess) under the terms of 
your insurance policy. Claims must be made directly to the insurance company 
concerned.

4. Prices quoted are based on costs and exchange rates as known at the 
time of preparation of this brochure (£1 = US$1.55 on 4 May 2012) or at 
the time your quotation is given to you in the case of itineraries. We reserve 
the right to make changes to and correct errors in quoted prices at any time 
before your holidays is confirmed. Once the price of your chosen holiday has 
been confirmed at the time of booking, we will only increase or decrease it 
in the following circumstances. A surcharge or refund (as applicable) will be 
payable, subject to the conditions set out in this clause, in the event of a change 
in transportation costs (e.g. fuel, scheduled airfares and any other airline 
surcharges which are part of the contract between airlines (and their agents) 
and the tour operator) or in dues, taxes or fees payable for services such as 
landing taxes or embarkation or disembarkation fees at ports or airports or in 
the exchange rate(s) which have been used to calculate the cost of your holiday. 
Even in the above cases, only if the increase in our costs exceeds 2% of the 
total cost of your holiday (excluding insurance premiums and any amendment 
charges) will we levy a surcharge. If any surcharge is greater than 10% of 
the cost of your holiday (excluding insurance premiums and any amendment 
charges), the lead passenger will be entitled to cancel the booking and receive 
a full refund of all monies paid to us (except for any amendment or previously 
levied cancellation charges) or alternatively purchase another holiday from us 
as referred to in clause 5 below. Although insurance (where purchased through 
us) does not form part of your contract with us or of any “package”, we will 
consider an appropriate refund of any insurance premiums paid to us if you 
can show you are unable to use/reuse or transfer your policy in the event of 
cancellation or purchase of an alternative holiday. Where a surcharge is payable, 
there will be an administration fee of £5 per person. Please note that travel 
arrangements are not always purchased in local currency and some apparent 
changes have no impact on the price of your holiday due to contractual and 
other protection in place. A refund will only be payable if any decrease in 
our costs exceeds 2% as set out above. Where a refund is due, we will pay 
you the full amount of the decrease in our costs. You have 14 days from the 
issue date printed on the surcharge invoice to tell us if you want to cancel or 
purchase another holiday where applicable. If you do not tell us that you wish 
to do so within this period of time, we are entitled to assume that you will pay 
the surcharge. Any surcharge must be paid with the balance of the cost of the 
holiday or within 14 days of the issue date printed on the surcharge invoice, 
whichever is the later. We promise not to levy a surcharge within 30 days of 
the start of your holiday. No refunds will be payable if any decrease in our costs 
occurs within this period either.
5. We start planning the holidays we offer many months in advance. 
Occasionally, we have to make changes to and correct errors in details both 
before and after bookings have been confirmed and cancel confirmed bookings. 
Whilst we always endeavour to avoid changes and cancellations, we reserve 
the right to do so. Most changes are minor. Occasionally, we have to make a 
“significant change”. A significant change is a change made before departure 
which, taking account of the information you give us at the time of booking 
and which we can reasonably be expected to know as a tour operator, we can 
reasonably expect to have a major effect on your holiday. Significant changes 
are likely to include the following changes when made before departure; a 
change of outward departure time or overall length of time you are away of 
twelve or more hours*, a change of UK departure point* to one which is more 
inconvenient for you and a significant change of itinerary missing out one or 
more major destination substantially or altogether (on which our decision is 
final). NB Please also see clause 8. *Only applies where transport to and from 
the UK forms part of your contracted arrangements with us. If we have to make 
a significant change or cancel, we will tell you or your travel agent as soon as 
possible. If there is time to do so before departure, we will offer you the choice 
of the following options:- (a) (for significant changes) accepting the changed 
arrangements; or (b) purchasing an alternative holiday from us, of a similar 
quality to that originally booked if available. Providing it is possible to do so, we 
will offer at least one alternative holiday of at least equivalent standard for which 
you will not be asked to pay any more than the original price. If this holiday 
is in fact cheaper than the original one, we will refund the price difference. If 
the lead passenger does not wish to accept the holiday we specifically offer, 
you may choose any of our other then available holidays. You must pay the 
applicable price of any such holiday. This will mean you paying more if it is more 

Table B - Cancellation Charges
More than 56 days before departure  deposit
45 - 56 days before departure  50%
31 - 44 days before departure  75%
30 days or less before departure  100%

Please note, deposits are not refundable in the event of your 
cancellation except as set out in these Booking Conditions. Deposits 
include any additional amounts payable at the time of booking to 
cover non refundable elements of the holiday which need to be 
paid to suppliers at this stage or prior to balance due date. Partial 
cancellation may result in additional costs being payable by the 
remaining participants – see clause 6 of the Booking Information.

Booking Information and Booking Conditions

Table A - On Booking
£100 per person or 10% of the holiday cost as a deposit (whichever is 
the greater). For some holidays we may request a higher deposit to cover 
non refundable elements of the holiday payable by us to our suppliers on 
booking or prior to balance due date.

Eight weeks before departure* 
Balance of the total holiday cost.

*(Four months for liveaboard cruises)
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expensive or receiving a refund if it is cheaper; or (c) cancelling or accepting 
the cancellation in which case you will receive a full and quick refund of all 
monies you have paid to us. Please note, the above options are not available 
where any change made is a minor one. If we have to make a significant 
change or cancel, we will as a minimum (where compensation is appropriate) 
pay you the compensation payments set out in Table C (below) depending on 
the circumstances and when the significant change or cancellation is notified 
to you or your travel agent subject to the following exceptions. Compensation 
will not be payable and no liability beyond offering the above mentioned 
choices can be accepted where we are forced to make a change or cancel as 
a result of unusual and unforeseeable circumstances beyond our control, the 
consequences of which we could not have avoided even with all due care (for 
example, but not limited to, where the Foreign and Commonwealth Office advise 
against travel or all but essential travel to your destination after your booking 
has been confirmed) or where we have to cancel because the minimum number 
of persons required to operate your holiday is not reached – please see Booking 
Information. No compensation will be payable and the above options will not be 
available if we cancel as a result of your failure to comply with any requirement 
of these Booking Conditions entitling us to cancel (such as paying on time) or 
if the change made is a minor one. A minor change is any change which is not 
a significant change. In the unlikely event that we become unable to provide a 
significant proportion of the services you have booked after you depart, we will 
endeavour to make alternative arrangements in respect of those services at no 
extra charge, or, if we are unable to do so or you do not accept these alternative 
arrangements for a good reason, we will provide you with transport back to 
your point of departure with us as soon as we are reasonably able to (using 
the same type and class of transport included in the holiday) and a pro rata 
refund of the cost of theremainder of your holiday. In addition, if appropriate, 
we will pay you compensation of an amount which is reasonable taking into 
account the circumstances. Compensation and refunds (unless obtained from 
any supplier) will not be payable where the situation is caused by force majeure 
– see clause 6.

NB. If any flight you have booked with us is cancelled or delayed, your flight 
ticket is downgraded or boarding is denied by your airline, depending on the 
circumstances, the airline may be required to pay you compensation, refund the 
cost of your flight and/ or provide you with accommodation and/or refreshments 
under EC Regulation No 261/2004 - the Denied Boarding Regulations 2004. 
Where applicable, you must pursue the airline for the compensation or other 
payment due to you. All sums you receive or are entitled to receive from the 
airline concerned by virtue of these Regulations represent the full amount 
of your entitlement to compensation or any other payment arising from 
such cancellation, delay, downgrading or denied boarding. This includes any 
disappointment, distress, inconvenience or effect on any other arrangements. 
The fact a delay may entitle you to cancel your flight does not automatically 
entitle you to cancel any other arrangements even where those arrangements 
have been made in conjunction with your flight. We have no liability to make any 
payment to you in relation to the Denied Boarding Regulations or in respect of 
any flight cancellation or delay, downgrading of any flight ticket or denial of any 
boarding as the full amount of your entitlement to any compensation or other 
payment (as dealt with above) is covered by the airline’s obligations under the 
Denied Boarding Regulations. If, for any reason, we make any payment to you or 
a third party which the airline is responsible for in accordance with the Denied 
Boarding Regulations, you must, when requested, assign to us the rights you 
have or had to claim the payment in question from the airline. If your airline 
does not comply with these rules you should complain to the CAA on 020 7240 
6061 www.auc.org.uk.
6. Except where otherwise expressly stated in these Booking Conditions, 
we regret we cannot accept liability or pay any compensation where the 
performance or prompt performance of our obligations under our contract with 
you is prevented or affected by or you otherwise suffer any damage or loss (as 
more fully described in clause 15.2) as a result of “force majeure”. In these 
Conditions “force majeure” means any event or circumstances which we or the 
supplier of the service(s) in question could not, even with all due care, foresee 
or avoid. Examples include (in all cases whether actual or threatened) war, 
riot, civil strife, terrorist activity, industrial dispute, natural or nuclear disaster, 
epidemics / pandemics, fire, adverse weather conditions, unusual water levels 
in rivers and closure of airspace or airports.
7. If you have a special request or medical problem or disability, please let us 
know as set out under Booking Information.
8. We are not an ordinary tour operator. The type of travel we offer requires 
flexibility and you must allow for alternatives. The outline itinerary as given 
for each holiday must therefore be taken as an indication of what may be 
accomplished, and not as a contractual obligation on our part. The final 
decision on the itinerary and conduct of any holiday will be taken by us in the 
interests of the group as a whole. It is understood that the route schedules, 
itineraries, amenities and mode of transport may be subject to alteration 
without prior notice due to local circumstances or events which may include 
sickness, accident, mechanical breakdown, flight cancellations, strikes, events 
emanating from political disputes, entry or border difficulties, climate and other 
unpredictable or unforeseeable circumstances.
9. At all times the decision of our tour leader or overseas representative will be 
final on all matters likely to affect the safety and well being of the tour being 
operated. You must at all times strictly comply with the laws, customs, foreign 
exchange and drug regulations of the countries visited. Should any participant 
fail to do so then that person may be required to leave the holiday. In this 
situation, the person(s) concerned will not be entitled to the payment of any 
refund, expense or other sum whatsoever.
10. The lead passenger accepts responsibility for any damage or loss caused 
by any participant. Participants are also responsible for any damage or loss they 
cause. Full payment for any such damage or loss (reasonably estimated if not 
precisely known) must be made direct at the time to the accommodation owner 
or manager or other supplier. If the actual cost of the loss or damage exceeds 
the amount paid where estimated, you must pay the difference once known. If 
the actual cost is less than the amount paid, the difference will be refunded. If 
you fail to pay for any damage or loss when requested, you will be responsible 
for meeting any claims subsequently made against us (together with our own 
and the other party’s full legal costs) as a result of your actions. We expect 
participants to have consideration for other people. We strongly condemn the 
collecting of any specimen from the natural world. Our holidays often provide 
the opportunity to view and photograph wildlife but not to disturb it! If in our 
reasonable opinion or in the reasonable opinion of any other person in authority, 
you behave in such a way as to cause or be likely to cause danger, upset or 

distress to anyone or damage to property or fail to comply with the reasonable 
instructions of our tour leader or overseas representative or with clause 9, 
we are entitled, without prior notice, to terminate the holiday of the person(s) 
concerned. In this situation, the participant(s) concerned will be required to 
leave the accommodation or other service. We will have no further responsibility 
toward such participant(s) including any return travel arrangements. No refunds 
or compensation will be paid and we will not meet any expenses or costs 
incurred as a result of the termination.
11. It is essential that you are covered by adequate travel insurance. Please see 
Booking Information for further information.
12. Subject to clause 13, if we accept a request to transfer you from one 
holiday to another you will be liable for the cancellation charges applicable as a 
result of cancelling the original holiday in addition to the cost of the new one. In 
addition, we also reserve the right to charge an administration fee of 10% of the 
value of the first holiday booked.
13. Any participant may, up to 7 days before departure, transfer their booking 
to another person (introduced by you) if you are unavoidably prevented 
from travelling and the transferee meets any conditions which may apply 
to the holiday in question. The right to transfer is subject to payment of an 
administration fee of £25 per person to cover our administration expenses (plus 
the appropriate insurance premium if applicable) together with all additional 
charges of whatever sort imposed by suppliers providing the component 
parts of the package. These charges will be the joint responsibility of the lead 
passenger and original and replacement participant(s) and must be paid before 
the transfer can be made. You should note that some airlines may refuse to 
accept a name change, or may treat it as a cancellation and a rebooking with 
a 100% cancellation charge. All notifications of any wish to transfer must be 
made to us in writing by the lead passenger / group organiser.
14. By booking with us, you acknowledge that the holidays we offer often 
involve their own inherent risks and dangers due to matters such as the 
geographical location of the tour and the activities involved. Such holidays may 
involve a significant amount of inherent personal risk. These include injury, 
disease, illness, loss or damage to property, inconvenience and discomfort.
15.1 We promise to make sure that the holiday arrangements we have agreed 
to make, perform or provide as applicable as part of our contract are made, 
performed or provided with reasonable skill and care. This means that, subject 
to these Booking Conditions, we will accept responsibility if, for example, you 
suffer death or personal injury or the contracted holiday arrangements are not 
provided as promised or prove deficient as a result of the failure of ourselves, 
our employees, agents or suppliers to use reasonable skill and care in making, 
performing or providing, as applicable, the contracted arrangements. Please 
note it is your responsibility to show that reasonable skill and care has not 
been used if you wish to make a claim against us. In addition, we will only be 
responsible for what our employees, agents and suppliers do or do not do if they 
were at the time acting within the course of their employment (for employees) or 
carrying out work we had asked them to do (for agents and suppliers).
15.2 We will not be responsible for any injury, illness, death, loss (for example, 
loss of enjoyment or possessions), damage, expense, cost or other sum or claim 
of any description whatsoever which results from any of the following:- the 
act(s) and/or omission(s) of the participant(s) affected or any other participant(s); 
or the act(s) and/or omission(s) of a third party not connected with the provision 
of your holiday and which were unforeseeable or unavoidable; or ’force 
majeure’ as defined in clause 6 above.
15.3 Please note, we cannot accept responsibility for any services which do not 
form part of our contract. This includes, for example, any additional services or 
facilities which your hotel, accommodation provider or any other supplier agrees 
to provide for you where the services or facilities are not included in the cost of 
your itinerary and we have not agreed to arrange them as part of our contract, 
and any excursion or activities you purchase whilst overseas. In addition, 
regardless of any wording used by us on our website, in any of our brochures or 
elsewhere, we only promise to use reasonable skill and care as set out above 
and we do not have any greater or different liability to you.
15.4 The promises we make to you about the services we have agreed to 
provide or arrange as part of our contract - and the laws and regulations of the 
country in which your claim or complaint occurred will be used as the basis for 
deciding whether the services in question had been properly provided. If the 
particular services which gave rise to the claim or complaint complied with the 
local laws and regulations applicable to those services at the time, the services 
will be treated as having been properly provided. This will be the case even if 
the services did not comply with the laws and regulations of the UK which would 
have applied had those services been provided in the UK. The exception to this 
is where the claim or complaint concerns the absence of a safety feature which 
might lead a reasonable holidaymaker to refuse to take the holiday in question. 
Please note, however, our obligation is to exercise reasonable skill and care as 
referred to in clause 15.1. We do not make any representation or commitment 
that all services will comply with applicable local laws and regulations 
and failure to comply does not automatically mean we have not exercised 
reasonable skill and care.
15.5 Where we are found liable for loss of and/or damage to any luggage or 
personal possessions (including money), the maximum amount we will have 
to pay you is £1000 per participant affected or twice the price (excluding 
insurance premiums and amendment charges) paid by or on behalf of the 
participant(s) affected, whichever is the lower, unless a lower limitation applies 
to your claim under clause 15.6 below. For all other claims which do not 
involve death or personal injury, if we are found liable to you on any basis, 
the maximum amount we will have to pay you is twice the price (excluding 
insurance premiums and amendment charges) paid by or on behalf of the 
participant(s) affected in total unless a lower limitation applies to your claim 
under clause 15.6 below. This maximum amount will only be payable where 
everything has gone wrong and you have not received any benefit at all from 
your holiday.
15.6 Where any claim or part of a claim (including those involving death or 
personal injury) concerns or is based on any travel arrangements (including the 
process of getting on and/or off the transport concerned) provided by any air, 
sea or rail carrier to which any international convention or EC regulation applies, 
the maximum amount of compensation we will have to pay you will be limited. 
The most we will have to pay you for that claim or that part of a claim if we 
are found liable to you on any basis is the most the carrier concerned would 
have to pay under the international convention or regulation which applies 
to the travel arrangements in question (for example, the Warsaw Convention 
as amended or unamended and the Montreal Convention for international 
travel by air and/or for airlines with an operating licence granted by an EU 
country, the EC Regulation on Air Carrier Liability No 889/2002 for national and 
international travel by air, the Athens Convention for international travel by sea 
and COTIF (the Convention on International Travel by Rail). Please note: Where a 
carrier would not be obliged to make any payment to you under the applicable 
international convention or regulation in respect of a claim or part of a claim, we 
similarly are not obliged to make a payment to you for that claim or part of the 
claim. When making any payment, we are entitled to deduct any money which 
you have received or are entitled to receive from the carrier for the claim in 
question. Copies of the applicable international conventions and regulations are 
available from us on request.
 15.7 Please note, we cannot accept any liability for any damage, loss, expense 
or other sum(s) of any description which (1) on the basis of the information 

given to us by you concerning your booking prior to our accepting it, we could 
not have foreseen you would suffer or incur if we breached our contract or 
(2) did not result from any breach of contract or other fault (for which we are 
legally liable) by ourselves or our employees or, where we are responsible for 
them, our suppliers or (3) relates to any business (including self employed loss 
of earnings).
16. If you have any complaint whilst on holiday, you must immediately inform 
your tour leader or our overseas representative who will use all reasonable 
efforts to remedy it. If you remain dissatisfied, you must make full details of 
the complaint known to us in writing within 28 days of the end of your holiday. 
If you fail to follow this simple complaints procedure, your right to claim the 
compensation you may otherwise have been entitled to may be affected or even 
lost as a result.
17. For requirements relating to passports, visas, permits, certificates and 
health, please see Booking Information.
18.1 For land only arrangements where you have booked your own flights, 
it is your sole responsibility to ensure you arrive at the departure point for 
the contracted arrangements in good time before these commence. In the 
event that flight delays or cancellation result in your late arrival, you will be 
responsible for all costs we incur in assisting you to join the holiday at a later 
stage. No refunds will be provided in respect of any services which are unused 
as a result. Similarly, our contractual responsibilities cease at the end of your 
contracted arrangements.
18.2 We regret we are not in a position to offer you any assistance in the event 
of delay at your outward or homeward point of departure. The airline concerned 
will be responsible for you in the event of flight cancellation or delays and 
may provide refreshments / meals /accommodation in the event of a delay or 
cancellation.
18.3 We cannot accept liability for any delay which is due to any of the reasons 
set out in clause 6 of these Booking Conditions (which includes the behaviour 
of any passenger(s) on the flight who, for example, fails to check in or board on 
time). In addition, we will not be liable for any delay unless it has a significant 
effect on your holiday arrangements.
19. Please note, it is the requirements and standards of the country in which 
any services which make up your holiday are provided which apply to those 
services and not those of the UK. As a general rule, these requirements and 
standards will not be the same as the UK and may often be lower.
20. In accordance with EU Directive (EC) No 2111/2005, we are required to 
bring to your attention the existence of a “Community list” which contains 
details of air carriers that are subject to an operating ban with the EU 
Community. The Community list is available for inspection at hhtp:// ec.europa.
eu/transport/air-ban/list_en. In accordance with EU regulations, we We are 
also required to advise you of the carrier(s) (or, if the carrier(s) is not known, 
the likely carrier(s)) that will operate your flight(s) at the time of booking. Where 
we are only able to inform you of the likely carrier(s) at the time of booking, 
we shall inform you of the identity of the actual carrier(s) as soon as we are 
aware of this. Any change to the operating carrier(s) after your booking has 
been confirmed will be notified as soon as possible. We are not always in a 
position at the time of booking to confirm the flight timings which will be used 
in connection with your flight. The flight timings shown in this brochure, on our 
website and detailed on your confirmation invoice are for guidance only and 
are subject to alteration and confirmation. The latest timings will be shown on 
your e-tickets which will be despatched to you approximately two weeks before 
departure. You must accordingly check your tickets very carefully immediately 
on receipt to ensure you have the correct flight times. It is possible that flight 
times may be changed even after tickets have been despatched - we will 
contact you as soon as possible if this occurs. Any change in the identity of 
the carrier, flight timings, and/or aircraft type (if given) will not entitle you to 
cancel or change to other arrangements without paying our normal charges 
except where otherwise specified in these Booking Conditions. If the carrier with 
whom you have a confirmed reservation becomes subject to an operating ban 
as above as a result of which we/ the carrier are unable to offer you a suitable 
alternative, the provisions of clause 5 will apply.
21. We hold an Air Travel Organiser’s Licence issued by the Civil Aviation 
Authority (ATOL number 10544). When you buy an ATOL protected air inclusive 
holiday or flight* from us you will receive a confirmation invoice from us (or via 
our authorised agent) confirming your arrangements and your protection under 
our ATOL. In the unlikely event of our insolvency the CAA will ensure that you 
are not left stranded abroad and will arrange to refund any money you have paid 
to us for an advance booking. For further information, visit the ATOL website at 
www.atol.org.uk. *The air inclusive holidays and flights we arrange are ATOL 
protected providing either the person who pays for the booking is present in the 
UK when the booking is made or the first leg of any flight or flights we arrange 
for you commences in the UK. We are also a member of the Association of 
Bonded Travel Organisers (ABTOT) with whom we have lodged a bond. This 
membership and bond protects all bookings which do not include flights which 
are made with us directly or booked through one of our authorised UK travel 
agents. Please note, bookings made via an agent based outside the UK are 
not protected by this arrangement. In the unlikely event of our being unable to 
provide your holiday due to our insolvency, this means all money you have paid 
us for your booking will be refunded or, if your holiday is already underway, you 
will be returned to the place where your arrangements commenced.

Table C - Compensation payments

Period before departure within which significant change/ 
cancellation is notified

Compensation 
per person

More than 56 days Nil

56 – 43 days £10

42 – 29 days £15

28 – 15 days £20

14 – 0 days £30



Talk to an expert  0845 130 6980122

At Dive Worldwide we believe that your safety and holiday enjoyment are very important. Therefore travel insurance is a 

must whenever you travel abroad. It is a condition of joining one of our holidays that you have insurance and as our deposits 

are non-refundable you should be insured for cancellation at time of booking.

Our single trip policy is available to anybody resident in Europe regardless of nationality and is specifically designed to cover 

every activity shown in this brochure or our Trip Notes. 

PLEASE NOTE: Full details of the cover provided are shown on your policy document which will be sent to you upon receipt 

of payment of premium. Please read it carefully to ensure you understand the cover provided as this insurance is being 

offered on a Non Advised basis from a single insurer, the International Insurance Company of Hannover Ltd (IICH). Should 

you require it, a specimen policy can be downloaded from our website. Certain terms conditions, exclusions and excesses 

apply, in particular cover is excluded for any pre-existing medical condition from which you or any person upon whom travel 

depends are suffering. If in doubt please contact our medical helpline in confidence on 0844 826 2686. The policy document 

contains a 14 day Cooling Off Period and details of how to claim and who to contact in the event of a medical emergency. All 

premiums shown are inclusive of Insurance Premium Tax and are correct at the time of going to print  

(20% from 04/01/2011).

Campbell Irvine Ltd and IICH are both authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority (FSA). Their registration 

numbers can be checked with the FSA by visiting www.fsa.gov.uk or by contacting them on 0845 606 1234. Chameleon 

Worldwide is an Appointed Representative of Campbell Irvine Ltd.

To arrange cover please contact us on: 0845 130 6980

Travel Insurance Summary  
of Cover

Sums insured 
are per insured 

person

A - Medical Expenses
Personal Liability

£5,000,000
£2,000,000

B - Personal Accident £25,000

C - Cancellation or Curtailment £3,000

D- Delayed Departure or Arrival £1,000

E - Personal Effects £2,000

F - Legal Expenses £15,000

G - Winter Sports  Optional

Price per 
person

Europe Worldwide 
(excl N. 
America)

Worldwide 
(incl N. 
America)

Days Single trip Single trip Single trip

Up to 9 £23 £56 £84

Up to 17 £29 £63 £92

Up to 24 £40 £70 £103

Up to 32 £49 £77 £109

 

Insurance & Holiday Protection

British Airways

Club World

British Airways

British Airways’ extensive flight network means you can 

connect to hundreds of worldwide destinations. All you 

have to choose is which cabin to fly in.

Club World – Designed around you*

 »  Comfortable seat converts into a 6’ fully flat bed at the 

touch of a button, with soft mattress and memory foam 

headrest

 »  Access to Arrival and Departure lounges along with 

complimentary treatments at the Elemis Travel Spa**

 »  Menu inspired by some of the world’s top chefs and is 

accompanied by an expertly sourced wine cellar

 »  The Club Kitchen is open between meals with a selection 

of hot and cold snacks

*Available on all 777 and 747 aircraft, 767 aircraft retain 

the original award winning Club World cabin

** Available at London Heathrow T5

World Traveller Plus - Worth the 
Difference

 »  A separate quieter cabin with up to a maximum of  

6 rows

 »  Wider, more comfortable seats with 7 inches more leg 

room than World Traveller

 »  Complimentary drinks from the bar (excluding 

champagne)

 » Priority meal service offering fresh contemporary meals

World Traveller – Designed for 
comfort

 »  An ergonomically designed seat with footrest and 

adjustable headrest to support your head and neck

 »  Blankets, cushions, eyeshades, socks, toothbrush and 

toothpaste are also provided for your added comfort

 »  Enjoy tasty meals designed by leading chefs, as well as 

complimentary bar service, available throughout your 

flight

Annual Multi Trip worldwide cover From £99



1.  Contact one of our dive experts who will discuss your itinerary with you. 
2.  Once you have decided on your holiday, complete the booking form 

online or below (remembering to sign it!) and return it to us with a 10% 
deposit [or £100 - whichever is greater]. For liveaboards, a deposit of 
up to 40% is required.

3.   We will confi rm your holiday and send any relevant information about 
your trip. 

4.   Your fi nal payment must be made no later than 60 days (approx. 
eight weeks) prior to departure (up to 3 months in the case of 
liveaboards). 

5.  We will send your tickets and joining information approximately 
three weeks before you travel.

Dive Worldwide 
Booking Form 2011Form 2011

Title First Name
(as passport)

Surname
(as passport)

Date of Birth Nationality
(as passport)

Passport Number Passport
Issue date                    Expiry date

DD MM YY

DD MM YY

DD MM YY

DD MM YY

DD MM YY

DD MM YY

Certifi cation Level Number of dives Last Dive Date Departure Date

Insurance Company Used Policy Number 24 hour Emergency Number Medical/Repatriation Cover

Insurance:  

E-mail

Your Contact Details

Address

Postcode

Telephone
Home:

Telephone
Home:

Telephone
Home:

Telephone
Mobile:

Telephone
Mobile:

Telephone
Mobile:

UK contacts in case of emergency when overseas - IMPORTANT*
Contact 1
Relationship

Contact 1
Name

Contact 2
Name

Contact 2
Relationship

*We will only contact them in an emergency

If any participants have a medical condition/s or allergies, please specify.

Room share - please indicate your preferred rooming arrangements, we will do our best to accommodate.

If any participants have a special dietary requirement/s, please specify.

COST
TRIP COST  

Number of Adults X  

Loyalty or Early Booking Discount

TOTAL COST

DEPOSIT PER PERSON
10% or £100 [whichever is greater]

INSURANCE COST
Adults X

FINAL BALANCE
Payable 8 weeks prior to departure

=

=

NB. If booking on behalf of other passengers, we will require separate insurance
and next of kin information

Land only Flight Inclusive Single Supplement (where applicable)

Y / N Y / N Y / N

Signature DD MM YY

Please charge my credit/debit card Cardholder’s name

Card number Valid 
from

Expiry 
Date

Issue number Card Security Code (the last 3 digits on back of card) Please tick this box if you agree we can store your card details and 
automatically charge the balance due 60 days before departure YES

Please Note: Final balances are subject to a 2% credit card commission charge (4% American Express). Delta cards are exempt. 
Cheques payable to Dive Worldwide or to your travel agent if booking through them. 

INTERNAL USE

Sales                     Data

I have read and accept the information on pages 120-121 (including Booking Conditions) on behalf of all persons listed above.

Booking is simple...



We work with horse riding holiday specialist 
operators who offer an excellent range of trips 
and have a very good track record. Please 
contact us with details of your request.

Group-based whale and dolphin watching 
holidays, led by experts - operated in 
association with the Whale and Dolphin 
Conservation Society.

Call Oceans Worldwide 
on 0845 290 3218 
for a brochure. 

HOLIDAYS WITH 100% 
FINANCIAL PROTECTION

2011/12
 

 

TT-COC-002452

Classic tailor-made and small group wildlife 
holidays worldwide. From tiger-viewing and  
bear-watching to wildlife cruising and  
African safaris.

Call Wildlife Worldwide 
on 0845 130 6982 

www.wildlifeworldwide.com

Talk to our specialist consultants:

0845 130 6980
Calls charged at local rate
Overseas tel: +44 (1962) 30 20 87
Email: sales@diveworldwide.com
Web: www.diveworldwide.com

Address: Capitol House, 12-13 Bridge Street, Winchester, Hampshire, SO23 0HL, UK
Open Monday to Friday - 8.30am to 7pm and Saturday - 9am to 4pm (November to March)
Open Monday to Friday - 9am to 6pm and Saturday - 9am to 1pm (April to October)

Our brochure has been written by: 
Sarah Wight & the Dive Worldwide Team 

Typesetting:

273K Design
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