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Ari Atoll Diving Experience

Vilamendhoo Island Resort offers the perfect base to 
explore some incredible dive sites. Highlights include 
Vilamendhoo Caves and Khudarah Thila; famous for 
its soft corals, prolific marine life and large pelagic 
encounters including turtles, sharks and rays.

9 days from £2,295

Ari Atoll Snorkelling Experience

Step off the beach from the beautiful Vilamendhoo 
Island Resort into the crystal waters of this Indian 
Ocean paradise. Famous for its incredible house reef 
and vibrant marine life, this is the ultimate snorkelling 
experience in the South Ari Atoll. 

9 days from £1,895 

The holiday was great. 
The flights, including 
the seaplane transfers, 
all went according to plan. 

Vilamendhoo is as wonderful as ever, 
truly a desert island. The resort staff 
are so friendly and helpful, they really 
do understand the meaning of customer 
service. It is amazing how some of them even 
remembered us, especially as it was two years ago 
when we were last there!

Simon and I managed to each do 17 dives, and I achieved my 400 
dive milestone. Simon is just a couple short of 800 dives. 

We went out twice on the all-day manta boat trip. On the first day we 
only saw two mantas very fleetingly over the two dives; so Simon 
persuaded me to go again the second week - and this time we were 
rewarded with lots of mantas on both dives. They really are awesome 
creatures, and we got really close at the end of the second dive when 
they swam around us as we did our five metre safety stop!

We didn’t get to see a whale shark this time, but several smaller white-
tip and black-tip reef sharks, plus my favourite, turtles. We also saw 
huge shoals of most of the other common reef fish.

Apart from the diving, the holiday was really all about relaxing and 
switching off. We enjoyed plenty of good food and caught up on sleep. I 
even read two books, something I never find time to do at home!

Earlier this year, regular Dive Worldwide clients 
Cynthia & Simon returned to Vilamendhoo Island 
Resort in the Maldives and found that it more than 
matched up to the memories from their previous visit.

Ari Atoll 
Paradise

Contact our Dive team to plan your next diving adventure2



Welcome to our latest seasonal dive brochure. In 
this edition, we introduce you to the latest and 
best scuba diving adventures to our portfolio, 
including the brand new Sri Lanka Aggressor 
and our Maldives Island Hopping Adventure.

We are also proud to present our new collection of luxury 
diving holidays and whet your appetite with a wealth of 
great holiday ideas to suit every budget over the coming 
months. 

For those who love to travel together with like-minded 
people, we showcase our upcoming expert led small group 
adventures. Dr. Richard Smith feeds back on our hugely 
successful Dumaguete Dive Festival and we also provide 
some trip suggestions for groups of friends or your next 
dive club holiday.

Phil North
Manager

Our speciality is in creating outstanding diving 
holidays for you. As dive professionals we use 
our expertise to create tailor-made holidays to 
meet your personal requirements and budget. 

No matter what your diving ability, whether you travel solo 
or with a buddy, we offer a superb selection of resorts and 
iconic liveaboard adventures to over 45 countries around 
the world, from Malta to Tahiti and plenty in between.

We look forward to planning your next diving holiday.

“That’s us home from Mafia. We had a wonderful time 
in and out of the water. The diving was great and there 
were lots of interesting and fun people. Thanks for all your 
planning and advice. I’m already thinking about my next 
holiday!”

Mary R travelled to Tanzania in January 2016

“I just wanted to drop you all a brief note to say a big thank 
you for such a great break last week. The whole adventure 
worked out precisely as we had hoped - better, in fact! I 
would have absolutely no hesitation recommending Dive 
Worldwide to anyone looking for a similar experience.”

The Ross Family travelled to Mexico in February 2016

Front cover image courtesy of Alex Tyrrell

Mantas really are awesome creatures, 
and we got really close at the end of the 
second dive when they swam around us 
as we did our five metre safety stop!

WELCOME

DIVING HOLIDAYS  
MADE FOR YOU 

DON’T JUST TAKE OUR  
WORD FOR IT… 

“

”
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What’s

Bubbling

Introducing Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka Aggressor 

Adventures on this purpose built boat offer an exciting mix of 
itineraries, including whale and dolphin snorkelling, recreational 
diving and technical wreck weeks. Accompanied by two skiffs, 
she features 13 spacious cabins, a generous dive deck and 
modern facilities. Expect drift dives, prolific marine life and 
plenty of wrecks to explore. The liveaboard departures begin 
from September 2016.

10 days from £2,455 

Aggressor Tented Safari Lodge

This 5-star luxurious tented camp is well located to experience 
big game viewing both at Minneriya, famous for its elephant 
population, and Wilpattu, the oldest and largest park, famous 
for its diversity of wildlife residents such as leopard, deer, 
monkeys and birdlife. In addition, this extension includes trips 
to two UNESCO World Heritage sites, 5th Century Sigiriya Rock 
Palace and the 3rd Century ancient city of Anuradhapura.

4 day extension from £1,100

Once an extension to the Maldives, now a diving destination in its own right. 
Sri Lanka offers a captivating mix of ancient architecture, rich culture and a 
great natural beauty, from its palm fringed tropical beaches to the temperate 
tea plantations and jungle habitats. We recommend spending time pre or 
post liveaboard at a safari lodge for the best holiday experience.

We are continually adding new destinations, resorts 
and liveaboards to our expanding portfolio. To keep 
up to date, sign up to ‘What’s Bubbling’, our regular 
e-newsletter and follow us on Facebook, Google+, 
Pinterest and Twitter. 

All holiday prices in this brochure are based on two persons sharing, including flights from the UK, accommodation, transfers and diving 
except where specified. For full details call our expert Dive team. Prices correct at time of going to print.
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New Trip Ideas

New Liveaboards & Resorts

Maldives Island Hopping Adventure

Visiting the Maldives and staying at guesthouses on local 
islands offers a new dimension to your holiday, allowing you 
to dive the same sites for less, whilst experiencing the local 
life. This adventure includes time on two islands on the South 
Malé Atoll diving the popular sites such as Embudhoo Kandu, 
Guraidhoo Thila and Kandooma Caves. In addition, learn more 
about the local people, food and culture.

9 days from £1,725

Rocio Del Mar, Mexico

This modest owner-run liveaboard operates much of the year 
in the Sea of Cortez, also visiting Socorro in season. The week 
long trips focus on diving in a body of water dubbed ‘the 
world’s aquarium’ and other activities are included. Expect an 
incredible diversity of wildlife and whale shark encounters at 
Bahia de Los Angeles.

10 days from £2,995

Hotel Tofo Mar, Mozambique

Located on Praia do Tofo and overlooking the Indian Ocean, this 
boutique property features 13 guest rooms and one of the best 
restaurants in the area. Divers and snorkellers can enjoy the 
20+ local sites and underwater highlights include encounters 
with sharks, manta rays and humpback whales in season. 

10 days from £1,875

Papua Paradise Eco Resort, Indonesia

Located on an idyllic tropical island surrounded by pristine reefs 
and exotic wildlife, the resort features 26 traditionally built over 
water bungalows. Visit year round and discover the biodiversity 
of Raja Ampat. Expect mandarin fish, manta rays, sharks and 
dugong on the house reef alone! Snorkellers welcome.

15 days from £3,495

Queensland Dive Adventure, Australia

Travel to northern Queensland and discover the amazing 
colours and biodiversity of its reef and rainforest. This trip 
includes time in Cairns, a great base for exploring the Daintree 
National Park, followed by a week long liveaboard diving 
expedition to the Great Barrier Reef and Coral Sea, with plenty 
of big fish action at Cod Hole and Osprey Reef. This is an epic 
adventure!

15 days from £3,495

Emperor Serenity, Maldives

The latest edition to the Emperor fleet, this contemporary boat 
accommodates 26 guests in comfortable surroundings offering 
outstanding service and modern facilities. Departing each 
week from Malé, experience the ‘Best of Maldives’ and unique 
itineraries, as local conditions dictate the route. Non-divers are 
welcome.

10 days from £2,195
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Dumaguete Dive 
Festival

Following the success of our recent 
group trip to the Philippines, marine 
biologist Dr. Richard Smith shares some 
favourite encounters.

It shouldn’t be underestimated that being in the right 
place at the right time can make a huge difference 
to your diving experience. Our arrival at Atmosphere 
Resort in Dumaguete, Philippines perfectly coincided 

with the peak of the critter action.

Dumaguete has always been very productive for me, which is 
why I was heading back for my fourth visit in as many years. One 
April I saw 21 ghost pipefishes on a single dive and in September 
last year 18 seahorses at one site, but the ‘Dumaguete Dive 
Festival’ in February this year was all about the frogfishes. 

During our eight days of diving I counted an amazing 48 different 
individuals, including three elusive hairy frogfishes. It seemed as 
if every rock or sponge harboured more of these cryptic ambush 
predators. Many were rather small and had clearly just arrived on 
the reef, after completing their obligatory open-ocean life stage. 
I’m sure a grain of rice would have dwarfed several of these 
bright orange specks.

I gave daily marine life talks and was really happy how much 
the group embraced these. One afternoon, following my ‘Critter 
Hunting’ talk the night before, several of the group regaled me 
with stories of the crinoid-inhabiting creatures they’d found all 
by themselves. These fern-like feather stars harbour various 
fishes, shrimps, crabs and other well-camouflaged forms of life, 
but are often overlooked. The group even seemed to share my 
excitement over an elusive fish that was high on my wish list 
for the trip. The yellow dottyback is only found in this area of the 
Philippines, and nowhere else on the planet. The bright orange 
male and blue-grey female make a stunning couple and were 
definitely a highlight for me.

In the end we were all buzzing after an incredible stay in 
Dumaguete. Atmosphere were great hosts and our final tally 
of critters was astounding: pygmy seahorses, blue-ringed 
octopuses (almost daily), Ambon scorpionfish and flamboyant 
cuttlefish to name just a few. I can’t wait for next March, when 
we’ll explore Raja Ampat’s unequalled biodiversity and stunning 
seascapes (see opposite for details).

“We loved the trip with Richard and can’t praise him 
highly enough! He is just really fun to be with and at 
the same time highly knowledgeable and professional. 
A really wonderful trip!”

“Thanks very much for all your help with the recent trip 
- it was fabulous. The dive set up is great and the staff 
fabulous and the diving was, as expected - awesome.”

Dumaguete Dive Festival - February 2016

Contact our Dive team to plan your next diving adventure6



Expert Led Small Group

Adventures
Four Kings Expedition
Experience the diversity of Indonesia’s Raja 
Ampat on board the S/Y Indo Siren liveaboard 
with marine biologist Dr. Richard Smith. 
Considered by many to offer the most 
spectacular diving on earth, ‘The Four Kings’  
sits at the epicentre of the Coral Triangle.

Departs 28 Feb 2017    Duration 15 days
Group size 15    Price from £4,350

Price includes flights, two nights at 
Cocotinos Resort, ten night S/Y Indo 
Siren liveaboard, up to four dives per day, 
complimentary Nitrox, most meals, airport 
transfers & services of expert leader, Dr. 
Richard Smith.

Festival of Photography 
Explore some of the finest diving in the 
Philippines with underwater photographer 
and tutor Alex Tyrrell. Begin the adventure 
on board the stunning S/Y Philippine Siren 
diving the reefs of Dumaguete and Apo 
Island, followed by time in Malapascua - 
famous for thresher shark encounters.

Departs 15 Jun 2017    Duration 14 days
Group size 15    Price from £3,175

Price includes flights, six night S/Y 
Philippine Siren liveaboard, four nights at 
Ocean Vida, some meals, up to 28 dives, 
transfers & services of expert leader, Alex 
Tyrrell.

Monster Truk 
Delve further into the world’s finest wreck 
diving destination with our exclusive 
Monster Truk adventure aimed at advanced 
and technical divers. Once a battlefield, 
Truk Lagoon is now a wreck diver’s 
paradise, with countless WWII wrecks at 
diveable depths to explore.

Departs 26 Jun 2017    Duration 17 days
Group size 15    Price from £4,995

Price includes flights, seven night MV 
Odyssey liveaboard (includes Nitrox) six 
nights at Blue Lagoon Resort (includes 10 
dives) some meals, diving permit, transfers 
& services of expert leader, Neil Bennett. 

“We loved the trip with Richard and can’t praise him 
highly enough! He is just really fun to be with and at 
the same time highly knowledgeable and professional. 
A really wonderful trip!”

“Thanks very much for all your help with the recent trip 
- it was fabulous. The dive set up is great and the staff 
fabulous and the diving was, as expected - awesome.”

Dumaguete Dive Festival - February 2016
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Dive Baa Atoll, Maldives

Travel to the remote Baa Atoll to dive 
away from the crowds. Expect fabulous 
marine diversity, along with sightings 
of manta rays and whale sharks in 
season.

UNDER £3,000

Underwater ESCAPES
Isn’t it time you escaped on an exceptional diving holiday? Here, our expert Dive team select 
some of their favourite escapes to suit every budget…

Dive Santa Maria, Azores

Dive from Santa Maria in the southern 
Azores to explore caves, swim throughs 
and sea mounts rising from the deep. 
Seasonal encounters with pelagic visitors 
include fevers of elegant devil rays.

Komodo Liveaboard, Indonesia

One of Indonesia’s most iconic 
and exciting diving areas, the vast 
Komodo National Park is best dived by 
liveaboard to fully appreciate the area’s 
riches, including the legendary Komodo 
dragon.

BIG in Mexico

Dive the Sea of Cortez, one of the most 
biologically diverse places on earth, for 
big marine life encounters and year-
round sunshine. Underwater highlights 
include sea lions, hammerheads and 
whale sharks in season.

Jordanian Highlights

Visit Jordan’s historical sites of Petra, 
Jerash and Kerak, dive the uncrowded 
shores of Aqaba and explore the 
dramatic landscapes of Wadi Rum on 
this itinerary of adventure & discovery.

South Africa & Mozambique Dive 
Safari

This guided dive safari along the KwaZulu 
Natal coast and up into Mozambique 
offers some truly amazing wildlife 
experiences. Expect plentiful shark 
encounters, whale, rhino and lion!

Magic Dive Experience, Philippines

Enjoy the magic of the Philippines by 
combining two dedicated dive resorts 
famous for superb coral reefs, turtle 
encounters and an amazing world of 
macro life.

Dive Mafia Island, Tanzania

Enjoy a week exploring the vibrant 
reefs of Chole Bay from the charming 
Mafia Island Lodge. Visit between 
November and March to catch the 
annual whale shark aggregation, a 
highlight of any trip.

Best of Maldives Liveaboard

This classic itinerary is a firm favourite 
amongst divers, with a choice of vessel 
and duration available. Highlights 
include manta cleaning stations, whale 
sharks and thrilling drift dives.

UNDER £2,000 

Contact our Dive team to plan your next diving adventure8



Alami Alor, Indonesia

Located in eastern Indonesia, this small 
dedicated dive resort on the island of 
Alor offers exceptional service and 
magnificent diversity, from critters to 
passing whales. A must for adventurous 
divers!

Raja Ampat Liveaboard, Indonesia

A liveaboard adventure in the most bio-
diverse marine region on earth. Choose 
from a variety of vessels and itineraries 
to discover islands, sharks, manta rays, 
turtles and reefs bursting with life.

Truk Wrecks Liveaboard

Explore the world’s finest wreck diving 
destination by luxury liveaboard. 
Nowhere else in the world are there 
so many shallow wrecks in close 
proximity, complete with jeeps, tanks 
and vibrant reefs.

Dive & Discover PNG

Uncover the magic of Papua New 
Guinea, one of the world’s last 
remaining frontiers, on this adventure 
to two exceptional diving areas - both 
renowned for macro life and pelagic 
encounters.

Bilikiki Liveaboard, Solomon Islands

This luxurious vessel departs Honiara 
on seven, ten or 14 night adventures 
around the Solomon Islands. Expect 
great wreck dives, pristine reefs and 
exceptional marine life.

Tahiti Island Hopping Adventure

Spend your time island hopping 
between three of Tahiti’s most alluring 
diving islands: dive the wonderful 
passes of Fakarava, marvel at the 
manta rays of Bora Bora and enjoy the 
rich marine life around Tikehau.

Kruger Safari & Mozambique Diving

For those looking for big safari animals 
and big marine life, Kruger National 
Park and Mozambique are a winning 
combination. Expect big cats, hippo and 
sightings of mantas and whale sharks.

Dive Coron Bay, Philippines 

A superb wreck-diving destination, 
Coron Bay is home to an entire 
Japanese fleet sunk in 1944. Visitors 
can also explore the protected reefs 
and relax in the tropical surroundings 
on Sangat Island.

UNDER £3,000 OVER £3,000
Liveaboard Diving in the Seychelles

Embark on a unique adventure on 
board a modern sailing yacht or a 
traditional schooner, with remote dive 
sites to explore and plenty of land 
activities included.

WE CREATE OUTSTANDING DIVING HOLIDAYS

Our website features over 160 trip ideas throughout the world to 
help you plan your next diving adventure.
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Buddy Up!

This dive adventure includes a 
unique, breathtaking experience 
as you discover the crystal clear 
waters of the world-famous 
Cenotes. Travel over the summer 
months and add a whale shark 
encounter to your trip; surpassing 
all expectations of your buddies!

Cenotes & Reefs, Mexico

Famed for its shore-based dive 
sites and the diversity of marine 
life, Bonaire is a year-round 
destination. Suitable for all levels 
of diver and with plenty to keep 
family and non-divers amused too, 
Bonaire is the kind of place you’ll 
want to return to again and again.

Visit Bonaire

Grab a car and head to the East 
End of Grand Cayman, famous for 
its never ending walls adorned with 
brightly coloured sponges, plus 
stingrays and turtles galore. Don’t 
forget to ask us about the Green 
Short Challenge!

East End Explorer, Cayman Islands

Great for experienced divers 
interested in shark diving 
encounters. It’s now a little longer 
than a week, but offers even more 
sharks by combining time at Aliwal 
Shoal in South Africa and Ponto do 
Ouro in Mozambique. An awesome 
adventure!

SharkWEEK Diving Adventure, South Africa

So, you’re in charge of organising the next adventure for your friends, dive club or 
family. It had better be an incredible experience for all. Let us take the worry of keeping 
everyone happy off your hands. With years of experience arranging successful diving 
holidays, our team of friendly experts know the best destinations for group travel and we 
offer fabulous value, including a free space for a leader.

Our group diving holidays start from as little as £645 per person.

Contact our Dive team to plan your next diving adventure10



EXPERTS IN DIVING HOLIDAYS

Our group diving holidays start from as little as £645 per person.  
Visit diveworldwide.com for details of all our group adventures.

Discover the best wrecks in the 
Mediterranean; explore magnificent 
underwater caves and colourful 
reefs, whilst enjoying all that this 
captivating island has to offer. With 
year-round sunshine, excellent 
visibility and calm waters, Malta 
offers diving options for all abilities 
and is great value for money.

Visit Malta

Iceland is home to the Silfra fissure, 
one of the best and most unique cold 
water diving experiences on earth. 
In addition to the diving you’ll have a 
chance to take a dip in a geothermal 
pool, enjoy the sights and sounds of 
Reykjavik or relax in a local health 
spa. An unforgettable weekend!

Silfra Diving Weekend, Iceland

This top notch liveaboard operator 
offers a generous free berth policy, 
which is great for small groups 
travelling on the same week. With 
just five paying customers, you get 
a sixth person free. What’s more, 
deposits are attractive too!

Explorer Ventures Liveaboards, Worldwide

Quite simply the best wreck diving 
location in the world! Attracting 
divers of all abilities Truk Lagoon 
is an underwater museum. Special 
group rates at Blue Lagoon Resort 
are available, allowing superb value 
for groups of friends. Liveaboard 
options are also available.

Truk Wreck Extravaganza, Truk Lagoon
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Experience The 
Exceptional
Indulge yourself on your next scuba diving holiday by choosing from our collection of luxury 
dive resorts and liveaboards, hand-picked for the very best dive experiences. Exceptional 
service is at the heart of everything we do and an ethos that percolates through every part of 
your journey. Contact a dedicated Dive consultant today to start planning your perfect holiday.

Dewi Nusantara Liveaboard, Indonesia

Join the ‘Goddess of the Archipelago’, 
possibly Indonesia’s finest liveaboard, 
to explore many of the best and most 
remote diving areas in this vast chain 
of islands in style. Choose from eight 
spacious staterooms or upgrade to the 
outstanding Master & Commander suite.

15 days from £5,995

Misool Eco Resort, Indonesia

Fringed with powder white sand beaches 
and protected by a stunning clear lagoon, 
this exclusive private island resort sits 
in prime position to enjoy the abundant 
reefs of the vast Raja Ampat archipelago. 
The house reef is stunning, whilst world-
class dive sites surround the resort.

12 days from £3,695

Ocean Divine Liveaboard, Maldives

This 5-star liveaboard offers more than 
just a diving experience; the food and 
company are also the reasons many 
people return again and again. Diving 
highlights include breathtaking reef 
passes, turtles, manta rays and whale 
sharks. Snorkellers are welcome.

9 days from £2,695

Medhufushi Island Resort, Maldives

This luxurious resort is located on the 
tranquil Meemu Atoll in the southern 
Maldives. An elegant hideaway, it is 
the perfect place to get away from the 
world and enjoy the magnificent marine 
environment.

9 days from £2,595

Contact our Dive team to plan your next diving adventure12



Spice Island Beach Resort, Grenada

A member of the Small Luxury Hotels 
of the World, this elegant property is 
situated on Grenada’s breathtaking 
Grand Anse Beach and offers 32 superb 
beachfront suites, all with a terrace and 
private garden. The dedicated dive centre 
caters for divers of all abilities.

10 days from £3,495

Harbour Village Beach Club, Bonaire

Located on a private beach, this 
exclusive resort provides luxury and 
romance, whilst keeping the old island 
charm of Bonaire alive. Diving starts right 
in front of the resort on their own house 
reef, with more great shore diving sites 
around the island available to explore.

9 days from £2,595

Wakatobi Dive Resort & Pelagian 
Liveaboard, Indonesia

Wakatobi offers an opportunity to dive 
the world’s most pristine reefs, whilst 
at the same time participating in the 
protection of the area’s tremendously 
rich marine heritage, from land or by 
liveaboard or both.

15 days from £5,295

Dive into Luxury, Philippines

Experience world-class diving at a 
beautifully calm pace with this superb 
trip idea. Combine Atmosphere Resort and 
Spa in Dumaguete with Amun Ini Resort 
in Bohol, two of the Philippines’ hidden 
gems for a diving holiday brimming with 
indulgence and laid-back luxury.

13 days from £3,195

Paul Gauguin Cruise, Tahiti

Cruise the islands of Tahiti in style on 
board this luxurious vessel. The Paul 
Gauguin offers exceptional service, some 
world-class diving and memorable land 
excursions throughout Tahiti, the Society 
Islands and Tuamotus; a great option for 
divers and non-diving partners.

12 days from £3,875
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Here we continue with our Master (scuba) Mind series 
and in this issue we put our questions to Sarah Wight, 
our Product Manager. Sarah has the enviable job 
in researching dive spots around the world 
and creating new itinerary ideas. 

Meet
The Dive Team

What or who inspired you to learn to dive?
I was lucky enough to grow up in Indonesia and often spent 
time at the Thousand Islands, just north of Jakarta. My dad 
had learnt to dive a long time before and he was the one who 
encouraged me to ditch the snorkel and go further underwater 
by gifting me a PADI Open Water Course for my 16th birthday. 
Perhaps he needed a new buddy?!

What excites you most about being underwater?
Everything! I’m like a different person when I get underwater. 
To me it’s a relaxing place to be. I like to observe all the marine 
life and try and figure out what is going on, whether on a reef, 
exploring a wreck or waiting in the blue. I just enjoy being in a 
different world.

Where in the world would you most like to dive and 
why?
As the Product Manager, the answer to this changes fairly often 
as I’m always looking for new and exciting places to add to our 
portfolio. There are plenty of places on my list, one of which is 
to get on a Rodney Fox Shark Expedition around the Neptune 
Islands in South Australia. I would love the experience of being 
in their ocean floor cage watching the great white sharks; or at 
least I think I would!

Where was your last logged dive?
Molasses (north) in Key Largo, Florida. This popular site is a long 
shallow dive with loads of reef fish, nurse shark, barracuda, 
moon jellyfish and a few swim-throughs. Was a lot of fun.

Do you prefer a liveaboard or resort based diving 
holiday?
Both! I’ve been on two liveaboards; the Aquacat in the 
Bahamas and the Saman Explorer in Oman. I made friends for 
life and we got to dive in areas not accessible by day boat, so it 
was us and the ocean. I also enjoy resort diving as it offers the 
opportunity for other activities and to meet the locals. 

If money was no object, describe your perfect 
holiday…
It would ideally include a mix of relaxing and adventure with a 
group of friends, some luxury and at least a month in a tropical 
climate. Diving with whale sharks or mantas would also be 
involved!

Although much of your week is spent arranging 
people’s holidays, what do you do in your spare time?
My spare time is rarely spare. I keep busy playing hockey 
in the winter and am getting back to squash 
and badminton after rupturing 
my Achilles a few 
years ago. 
This year, 
I’ve got the 
gardening bug; 
it’s a very tiring 
pastime! I like 
to meet up with 
friends and am an 
avid sports fan.

SARAH WIGHT - DIVER PROFILE

Certification Date: 1990

Current Certification: PADI RESCUE DIVER

Number of (logged) dives: 195

Contact our Dive team to plan your next diving adventure14



Socorro
Home of the manta ray

R evillagigedos Archipelago is tricky to 
pronounce, which might be why this group of 
islands is often collectively referred to simply 
as Socorro. In truth, Socorro is just one of four 

islands in the region that lie 400 kms off the Pacific coast 
of Mexico. Rugged and seemingly barren, it is beneath the 
surface of the waves where the magic happens; the sort of 
magic that attracts divers from all over the world.

Socorro now finds itself firmly (and quite rightly) established 
as a bonafide bucket-list destination, with many referring to 
it as the Galapagos of Mexico. Encounters with a very special 
animal has placed Socorro on the diving map, the animals 
are large and the encounters close…very close! Those ‘in 
the know’ will already be aware that it is of course the giant 
Pacific manta that can be spotted here in the depths - and the 
shallows for that matter. Reaching an astonishing seven metres 
from wing tip to wing tip, these gentle giants really are a sight 
to behold.

During my trip aboard the stunning Nautilus Belle Amie I saw 
giant mantas on almost every single dive. If you have ever 
wondered what it must feel like to soar above the clouds with 
griffin sized eagles, then you should definitely try cruising 
through the blue with a fish that could be mistaken for a living 
stealth bomber. You will see them turn in the distance, clearly 
marking you out as their target as they approach you. It’s 
possible to get incredibly close to these amazing rays (thought 

to be the world’s smartest fish) and literally fly alongside them 
or even right underneath them. It’s your bubbles that they are 
after; the feeling of them on their belly creates a satisfying 
tickle, but when you look into their eyes there is an undeniable 
intelligence staring back. It’s hard not to feel as though you are 
sharing a moment.

Socorro offers more than giant mantas and on the eve of day 
four our dive leader preps us for our day at Roca Partida. 

“Tomorrow is the big one…this is where anything can happen” 
he would tell us. This deep water site is a magnet for marine 
life and has been known to attract everything from humpbacks 
to orca. We were fortunate enough to see countless white-tip 
sharks as they huddle together around the rock, along with a 
school of around 20 scalloped hammerheads; the highlight for 
me was spotting my first tiger shark! 

To book your Dive holiday to Socorro contact Mat or one of our 
expert Dive team today.

Dive Socorro, 12 days from £3,475

Dive consultant, Mat Howell 
(that’s him on the left and 
below) recounts his up close 
encounters in Socorro…

sales@diveworldwide.com        01962 302 087        diveworldwide.com 15



 

01962 302 087
sales@diveworldwide.com

diveworldwide.com

Capitol House, 12-13 Bridge Street, 
Winchester SO23 0HL 

Over 160 locations worldwide, hand-picked for the best 
diving and snorkelling experiences.

✔	 Finest dive locations
✔	 Superb selection of resorts & liveaboards 
✔	 Tailor-made specialists
✔	 Personalised service 
✔	 100% independent
✔	 100% financial protection

We create outstanding

DIVING HOLIDAYS
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Dive Worldwide is part of The Natural Travel 
Collection Ltd, a small independent and privately 

owned travel company that places a special 
emphasis on sustainable tailor-made holidays.

Fabulous
PHILIPPINES

A nation of over 7,000 islands, experience the very best of 
the Philippines exceptional scuba diving on a liveaboard or 
an island hopping adventure. Lying within the Coral Triangle, 
the Philippines offers the diver jaw-dropping diversity, 
kaleidoscopic reefs and outstanding wreck diving.

Choose from a range of resort-based and liveaboard itineraries.

Dive the Philippines, 10 days from £1,895
Contact our Dive experts to plan your Philippines diving adventure
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