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So, here I am booking my third trip to Mafia Island. My first 
was November 2017. I wanted to go somewhere special for 
my birthday and was sold on Mafia because of the whale 
shark season. I love the Indian Ocean and as it was a resort 

based trip, I thought I would get lots of rest with both macro sights 
and whale sharks. What’s not to love, right?!

Well, before I tell you what there is to love, let me tell you that four days 
after arriving back in the UK, I booked my next trip to Mafia! Two trips 
in, I am now booking my third trip for later in 2018, to include a mini 
Tanzanian safari; I really must see more of this beautiful country.

The flight to Mafia is just great fun, in a tiny plane, seeing all the beauty of 
the ocean. I was picked up at the airport and taken to Mafia Island Lodge 
located in the National Park. It is a stunning, quiet and relaxed lodge - just 
what you would expect in Africa. 

The dive centre is only a 100 metre walk from your room, and you are 
greeted by some of the most lovely dive guides and staff, who go above 
and beyond to make your diving stress free. They even fold your wetsuit 
every morning for you to take on board. You have the option of single or 
double boat dives.

The whale sharks were wonderful, and I was surprised at how few boats 
were out considering the season. This meant that I got to spend about 
one and a half hours in the water with them, and that was a quiet day!

The diving is relaxed, fun, stress-free, even when there were currents. 
The groups are small, 3-5 people with a guide at the most. The time of 
day that you dive depends on the tides, but can mean you may even get 
to do a shore dive and two boat dives. 

Needless to say I spent all my available time diving with my dive family. 
Leaf fish and frogfish (especially the hairy ones) are my absolute favourite. 
There were juvenile and adult, nudibranchs, seahorses, octopus, squid 
and pipehorse fish. I also saw a baby white-tip, nurse sharks and rays. I 
am hoping to see a guitar shark next time. Every dive made me smile.

I have been on liveaboards, which I adore, and seen large pelagics up 
close and personal in Cocos, Tiger Beach, the Galapagos and the Red Sea. 
This is not that holiday. This holiday is about the package, the lodge staff, 
dive centre staff, people of the island and locals of Dar es Salaam. I truly 
love this country and its relaxed positive attitude to ensuring you have a 
great holiday. 

Dive Worldwide client, Debra Woolley recently discovered the 
rich waters of Mafia Island and has completely fallen in love 
with all that Tanzania has to offer...

Mafia Island
Treasures of
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Our planet is overwhelmingly a blue 
planet, swathed in sea and ocean. 
That’s great news for us scuba 
divers; there are always new and 
exciting experiences waiting to be 
discovered.

In this seasonal brochure, we share with you 
just some of the holidays and experiences 
on offer. We showcase the latest additions 
to our range of diving adventures, including 
the wonderful Alphonse Island, and new 
trip ideas to Indonesia and the Galapagos 
Islands.

We are excited to introduce a new expert led 
adventure to St Helena in prime whale shark 
season on page 4. Join ocean advocate 
Danny Copeland and be one of the first to 
dive this remote South Atlantic gem.

You can also catch up with our team’s latest 
adventures, immerse yourself in some of 
our upcoming liveaboard itineraries on page 
6 and find your next underwater escape by 
season on pages 10-13.

We hope you find plenty of inspiration for 
your next diving holiday.

Phil and the team

“The holiday was exceptional, the resort 
tremendous and the diving spectacular - 
thank you!”

Howard P travelled to Indonesia

“Another amazing dive experience, both 
the Reethi Beach resort and Carpe Vita 
were excellent. All in all, a phenomenal 
trip, thanks again Mat and Phil for the great 
arrangements.”

David G travelled to the Maldives

“We had a really great time and saw 
all 7 species of shark promised on the 
itinerary as well as a variety of rays, turtles, 
barracuda and humpbacks and dolphins 
from the rib.”

Helen W travelled to South Africa and 
Mozambique 

Image: Debra Woolley

DON’T JUST TAKE 
OUR WORD FOR IT… 

WELCOME TO OUR 
LATEST SEASONAL 
BROCHURE

Dive Mafia Island

Head to the sleepy backwater of Mafia 
Island from November to March to witness 
the annual whale shark aggregation and 
explore some of Africa’s richest reefs. Based 
at the Mafia Island Lodge at the heart of the 
marine park you can enjoy shore diving, wall 
diving outside the bay and meet the resident 
grouper at Kinasi Pass.

11 days from £1,975
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Style

For a short time each year, large numbers of whale sharks gather 
in her waters, ensuring an incredible and intimate experience for 
the fortunate few who manage to travel this far. This is one of the many 
reasons that makes little St Helena so very special.

The island of St Helena is one of the most remote islands on earth, a staggering 2,200 
kilometres from the nearest landmass. Her waters hide abundant marine life, sea mounts, 
caverns, numerous shipwrecks, and of course the whale sharks that aggregate here 
seasonally. An extinct volcano just 16 kilometres wide, the island is a nature-lovers 
paradise, with over 500 endemic species.

Join Danny in February 2019 to discover the magic of this remote Atlantic outpost 
together. Timed carefully to coincide with the appearance of the whale sharks, 
this is a unique opportunity to uncover the mysteries of St Helena with experts 
and like-minded individuals. Staying at the stylish Mantis St Helena hotel, this 
activity packed group tour includes daily diving around St Helena, numerous 
opportunities to snorkel with whale sharks, and fascinating topside excursions.

After a day of adventure, the evenings will be a time to relax. Danny will 
share some of his experiences and insight, while the trip will also be 
supported by local conservation experts, who will be on hand to share 
their local knowledge. As part of the trip, a contribution goes to the work 
of the Blue Marine Foundation and St Helena Trust to support their 
work to protect this very special place.

St Helena in Style

Departs 14 Feb 2019, 12 days from £4,195

St Helena in

“Of all the marine life 
inhabiting our seas, few 
experiences can match 
an encounter with one of its 

charismatic megafauna” says former Our World 
Underwater Rolex Scholar, Danny Copeland.

What’s

Bubbling

Danny Copeland

Join Danny on this unique adventure to 
be one of the first to explore this magical 
new destination. Danny is a zoologist 
and a former Our World Underwater 
Rolex Scholar. His career in diving and 
conservation has taken him to all seven 
continents. A passionate advocate for our 
oceans, he has worked alongside some 
of the world’s leading shark scientists 
and his conservation work has been key 
in gaining global CITES protection for 
mobula rays.

 Expert Led Adventure
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What’s

Bubbling
We are continually adding new destinations, resorts and 
liveaboards to our expanding portfolio. To keep up-to-date, 
sign up to ‘What’s Bubbling’, our regular e-newsletter and 
follow us on Facebook Google+ and Twitter.

All holiday prices in this brochure are based on two persons sharing, including flights from the UK, accommodation, transfers and diving 
except where specified. For full details call our expert Dive team. Prices correct at time of going to print (April 2018).

Atlantis Lodge, Gozo

Conveniently located next door to the dive centre in Marsalforn 
Bay, this small property caters exclusively for divers. Diving is 
available throughout the year but the main season runs from 
April to October. During this time you can expect warm, clear 
waters, little current and prolific marine life. Whether you prefer 
deep or shallow, caverns or caves, boat or shore, wreck or 
scenic, day or night dives they can all be arranged here. It’s an 
ideal choice for those wanting to discover the natural underwater 
beauty of Gozo. 

8 days from £825

Alphonse Island, Seychelles

Alphonse is one of three paradise coral islands lying at the heart 
of the Indian Ocean, 400 kilometres southwest of Mahé. The 
remote island resort exudes an understated elegance alongside 
home comforts and a unique environment, one that needs to 
be experienced. Set amongst tropical vegetation, the individual 
bungalows and suites offer modern amenities and are steps from 
the beach. Discover the remote underwater wonderland, home 
to an abundance of fish, turtles a plenty, sharks, manta rays and 
sailfish to name a few. 

11 days from £6,695

Galapagos Islands Dive Adventure

Follow in Darwin’s footsteps and discover the wealth of the 
flora and fauna both underwater and topside on this nine 
night adventure from Santa Cruz and Isabela, two of the main 
islands of this magnificent archipelago. Diving highlights include 
encounters with rays, sharks and sea lions. Topside you’ll have 
the chance to hike in unique environments, observe endemic 
giant tortoises and walk barefoot in the sand. An unforgettable 
experience! It’s suitable for divers, snorkellers, adventurers and 
those who are looking for an alternative to a liveaboard!

11 days from £4,275 

Critters & Kings, Indonesia

Take your diving experience to the next level with this itinerary 
taking you to the epicentre of the Coral Triangle, the most bio-
diverse marine region on the planet. Dive into Ambon, home to 
a wealth of wonderful creatures found on muck and coral reef 
sites, the psychedelic frogfish the star of the show. Continue your 
journey to Raja Ampat, a location that needs no introduction, but 
perhaps a reminder that the world-class dive sites offer teeming 
reefs, and the chance to see wobbegong sharks and majestic 
manta rays.

15 days from £3,375

 Expert Led Adventure
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Departure Vessel Price from

22 Jun 2018 Emperor Leo £1,875

4 Aug 2018 Emperor Serenity £2,475

18 Aug 2018 Emperor Serenity £2,095

1 Sep 2018 Emperor Serenity £1,875

15 Sep 2018 Emperor Serenity £1,875

19 Oct 2018 Emperor Leo £2,275

26 Oct 2018 Emperor Leo £2,185

2 Nov 2018 Emperor Leo £2,095

Departure Vessel Itinerary Duration* Price from

14 Nov 2018 Nautilus Explorer Guadalupe and Socorro combo 15 nights £5,595

23 Feb 2019 Nautilus Belle Amie Extended manta and humpback special 10 nights £3,895

25 Mar 2019 Nautilus Under Sea Extended manta and humpback special 10 nights £3,895

30 Mar 2019 Nautilus Belle Amie Classic Socorro itinerary 8 nights £3,465

6 Apr 2019 Nautilus Under Sea Extended manta and humpback special 10 nights £3,895

18 Jun 2019 Nautilus Explorer Extended baitball special 10 nights £3,895
* Liveaboard duration

Departure Vessel Itinerary Price from

12 Aug 2018 Humboldt Explorer Whale shark special £5,695

12 Oct 2018 Majestic Explorer Whale shark special £5,785

19 May 2019 Humboldt Explorer Manta and 
hammerhead special £5,265

Best of the Maldives
The quintessential liveaboard diving destination, this chain 
of over 1,000 islands in the Indian Ocean harbours prolific 
marine life and is often blessed with outstanding visibility. 

To dive the Maldives is to survey majestic manta rays 
queuing to be cleaned, enjoy thrilling drift dives with grey 
reef sharks, come face to face with a whale shark and dive 

a picture perfect coral atoll. We offer a range of exclusive seven night departures on 
the outstanding Emperor Fleet, offering superb itineraries and sensational value for 
money this summer and autumn.

Socorro, Mexico
Only accessible by liveaboard, these remote eastern Pacific islands play host to giant manta 
rays, up to seven species of shark including Galapagos, silky and hammerhead, plus pods of 
friendly bottlenose dolphin. In season, the area also promises very special encounters with 
humpback whales which come to these waters to calve and raise their young.

As well as classic eight night departures, we have extended ten night trips to allow you to 
experience more of Socorro with the exceptional Nautilus Fleet. We are also proud to offer a 
one-of-a-kind Socorro and Guadalupe combo trip for those looking for twice the action!

Galapagos Islands
A bucket list destination for many 
divers, the Galapagos Islands offer 
staggering diving opportunities for a 
special few. Divers are drawn to Wolf 
& Darwin, two small islets to the  
northwest of the main Galapagos island chain that can only be reached by liveaboard. 

Beneath the waves huge whale sharks gather, walls of hammerheads and Galapagos sharks patrol the blue, while manta rays, 
mobulas and other pelagics ensure a show like no other. Join one of these superb upcoming seven night adventures on board 
the Humboldt and Majestic Explorer liveaboards to experience the best of the Galapagos Islands.

Iconic
Liveaboard Adventures
Liveaboards allow divers to explore areas beyond the reach of dive resorts, transporting you to some of 
the most remote and spectacular diving destinations on earth. Each year, we charter a range of superb 
dive liveaboards offering you access to the world’s finest diving.

Here, we showcase just a few of our featured liveaboard adventures.

All holiday prices are based on two persons sharing, including flights from the UK, accommodation,  
transfers and diving except where specified. For full details call our expert Dive team. 
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We are proud to be a founding member of the Global Dive Alliance. Bringing together six of the 
most reputable specialist dive tour operators from across Europe & the UK, the Global
Dive Alliance offers you exclusive access to the world’s finest liveaboard adventures.

Destinations include Socorro, Palau, Cocos Island, Raja Ampat, Galapagos Islands, Oman, Maldives 
and The Bahamas. For itineraries, all departure dates and prices view our website or contact us.

For our full collection of liveaboard adventures please view the website. Group deals and full 
charter rates are available for dive clubs and groups.

Raja Ampat Palau The BahamasCocos Island Oman
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Alphonse, Seychelles

The experience of travelling 
to somewhere so remote, 
with an incredible wealth of 
marine life and untouched 

natural beauty has left me lost for 
words. It shouldn’t be that hard, 
the magnificent pristine coral 
island threesome of the Alphonse 
group (Alphonse, St. François 
and Bijoutier) lie 400 kilometres 
southwest of Mahé and are seldom 
visited. They offer unique and 
exclusive experiences for divers and 
nature lovers, all in picture-perfect 
surroundings that enhance every 
sensation and leave you with a 
feeling that you’re one of the lucky 
ones; truly exceptional.

It feels like you’ve come home when 
you’re met by the team on the grassy 
runway of Alphonse after an hour’s 
private flight from Mahé. Nothing is 
too much trouble and everything is 
available to you at your own pace 
creating an authentic unspoilt island 
experience. Our stay was four days but 
with so much to see and do, how was 
I going to fit it all in? I began almost 
immediately by cycling along the sandy 
paths only to come face to face with 
an Aldabra giant tortoise. Now that’s an 
experience I will never forget! 

The next morning I was back in familiar 
territory, geared up and heading out 
to the pristine dive sites excited for 
what was to come, after all it was 

only yesterday that a pod of 300 
melon-headed whales had been seen. 
The varied topography of the sites 
house an abundance of marine life 
from nudibranch to octopus, turtles, 
tawny nurse sharks and an incredible 
diversity of fish life. There’s so much 
to see and that’s before you gaze into 
the blue at huge schools of humpback 
snapper, or happen upon a ray cruising 
by or larger pelagic species such 
as dogtooth tuna, grouper or potato 
cod. The night dive at Wonderland 
under a full moon was incredible, 
and observing the trigger fish build 
their nests at Trigger Hill was a new 
experience, as was learning more 
about the local manta population under 
observation by the Manta Trust. All this 
and I still found time to study, returning 
home as a fully fledged Master Scuba 
Diver.

The island remains an important 
nesting ground for green and hawksbill 
turtles and colonies of sea birds as well 
as an Aldabra giant tortoise population. 
All are meticulously researched and 
protected by the Island Conservation 
Society.

I embraced my short time on the island 
and reluctantly boarded the plane. It’s a 
place where you’ll undoubtedly realise 
your own personal paradise.

Visit Alphonse

11 days from £6,695

Product Manager Sarah Wight 
finds paradise on a remote 
island resort in the outer 
reaches of the Seychelles.

Personal paradise 
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The Lembeh Strait

It’s dusk. A chorus of crickets increases in volume 
with every passing minute, and my heart quickens 
with anticipation and excitement. I’m about to 
embark on one of my first ever night dives, and I 

simply have no idea what to expect. I don my wetsuit, step 
into the boat and get ready for an extraordinary adventure.

That was 17 years ago, on my first visit to the Lembeh Strait 
in Indonesia. Many hundreds of dives later, it remains one of 
my most memorable diving experiences. Ever since my first, 
brief visit, I’ve been desperate to return. A special birthday 
celebration for my wife, Tara, provided the perfect opportunity. 

The Lembeh Strait is one of a kind. Just two kilometres wide 
and around 16 kilometres long, this stretch of water separates 
the north eastern tip of Sulawesi from Lembeh Island. It is a 
place of astounding biodiversity. A micro world of incredible 
inhabitants, all with spell-binding camouflage, behaviours 
and characters. Only here can you marvel at the wunderpus, 
discover the Donald Duck shrimp, glimpse the world of an 
orangutan crab, and be dazzled by the beautiful Banggai 
cardinalfish all on one dive. 

Our base was the wonderful Dive into Lembeh. The resort is 

owned and run by Steve and Miranda, a charming English 
and Dutch couple who have a wealth of experience diving the 
Lembeh Strait. This intimate, yet delightfully spacious resort 
has just nine well appointed bungalows, all with views of the 
ocean on their own Onsen spa. With a stunning pool, facilities 
for photographers, three spacious dive boats and a team of 
staff and crew who spoilt us rotten, we were left wanting for 
nothing.

No round-up of Dive into Lembeh would be complete without 
mention of its location. The most northerly resort in Lembeh, it 
boasts an enviable spot that offers not only easy access to the 
very best muck diving spots, but also the equally impressive, 
yet lesser known coral reef sites at the north of the Strait. 

Our magical week included encounters with two mimic octopus, 
a coconut octopus, flamboyant cuttlefish, mating mandarin fish, 
pygmy seahorses, the Lembeh sea dragon, and a rare algae 
octopus - one of only two species that can run as well as swim. 
It is a week that will live long in the memory.

Dive Into Lembeh

10 days from £1,945

Dive Worldwide Manager, Phil North recounts his 
recent visit to Lembeh, one of the world’s top 
muck diving destinations and home to an array 
of rare and unusual marine life.

Stranger by Nature 
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Seasonal
Underwater Escapes
SPRING March to May

Belize Discovered

Blessed with an amazing variety of 
diving opportunities and prolific wildlife, 
there’s plenty to discover in Belize. 
Spend a week diving the barrier reef 
from Ambergris Caye, before exploring 
the nature and Mayan ruins in the 
magical, mystical interior.

13 days from £2,295

Visit Jordan

Visit Jordan’s Red Sea resort of Aqaba, 
a friendly and fun location with a 
temperate climate and a healthy reef 
environment enjoyed by snorkellers 
and divers of all abilities. A day trip to 
Wadi Rum or Petra also comes highly 
recommended.

9 days from £1,295

Dumaguete Dive Festival II

Join photographer and marine biologist 
Dr Richard Smith in late March 2019 
on this expert led adventure to the 
Philippines. Staying at the luxurious 
Atmosphere Resort & Spa, discover the 
marine biodiversity with like-minded 
divers and budding photographers.

11 days from £2,995

Big Fish Tour 

This exciting and comprehensive island 
hopping itinerary in the Philippines is 
for those who like their marine life big. 
The tour includes possible encounters 
with whale sharks in Donsol, manta 
rays from Ticao Island and thresher 
sharks at Monad shoal, Malapascua. 

14 days from £2,075

Great Astrolabe Reef & Beqa Lagoon

This trip idea to Fiji takes you first 
to the world’s fourth largest barrier 
reef, Great Astrolabe, for spectacular 
coral reefs and manta ray encounters. 
Continue your adventure to Beqa 
Lagoon for some exhilarating shark 
dives. A true dive adventure!

15 days from £3,745

Oman Liveaboard

Join the Saman Explorer in April and 
May as she explores the Musandam 
region of Oman. This remote peninsula 
offers spectacular fjord like scenery and 
excellent diving for more experienced 
divers, with prolific marine life and the 
promise of big fish encounters.

9 days from £2,395
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Our expert Dive team can suggest an extensive range of trips to the world’s most 
sought after destinations. With amazing marine life, stunning visibility, and diving 
for all levels, we highlight some of our best seasonal escapes.

SUMMER June to August 

Get Wrecked Norway

Explore an array of historic shipwrecks, 
magnificent kelp forests and a wealth 
of marine life on this cold water dive 
adventure to the fjords of Norway. This 
resort based trip is a great option for 
groups and dive clubs looking for a 
short break with a difference.

5 days from £1,595

Dive Santa Maria

Dive from the beautiful island of Santa 
Maria in the south of the Azores. Expect 
large pelagic marine encounters at sea 
mounts rising from the deep, as well as 
seasonal visitors such as devil rays at 
Baixa do Ambrósio. A perfect summer 
adventure!

9 days from £1,245

Minke Whales & Mantas

Enjoy a unique experience snorkelling 
with dwarf minke whales on a week 
long liveaboard to Australia’s Great 
Barrier Reef. Continue your adventure 
to Lady Elliot Island to dive with manta 
rays on the southern barrier reef on this 
Queensland adventure. 

22 days from £6,345

Silfra Diving Weekend

Dive between two continents in 
Iceland’s crystal clear waters, with 
visibility up to 100 metres! Include this 
unique experience at Silfra as part of a 
long weekend break to the land of fire 
and ice, a nation with stunning natural 
marvels.

4 days from £995

Galapagos Liveaboard 

The Galapagos Islands are a must for all 
experienced divers. Liveaboards focus 
on the remote Wolf & Darwin Islands, 
where encounters with silky, Galapagos, 
hammerhead and whale sharks are 
served up on a regular basis. Itineraries 
include topside wildlife encounters too.

10 days from £5,295

Komodo Liveaboard

One of Indonesia’s most iconic 
and exciting diving areas, the vast 
Komodo National Park is best dived by 
liveaboard to fully appreciate the area’s 
riches. Highlights include stunning 
reefs, critters, sharks, manta rays, 
Napoleon wrasse and turtles.

11 days from £2,745
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AUTUMN September to November

Visit Bonaire

Enjoy a short break to Bonaire, 
undeniably the shore diving capital 
of the world and a diver’s paradise. 
The majority of dive sites are easily 
accessed from the shore, and offer 
fantastic opportunities for underwater 
photography.

9 days from £1,525

Malta & Gozo Diving: Wrecks & 
Caves

Spend a week exploring Malta’s wrecks, 
caves and fascinating history combined 
with a few days on the charming island 
of Gozo. Diving highlights include 
superb wreck diving, the blue hole, and 
inland sea sites at Dwejra.

11 days from £1,075

Adventure in Tufi

The undiscovered Tufi region is blessed 
with stunning marine diversity and 
pristine WWII dive sites, as well as 
majestic fjords, perfect for kayaking. 
This trip also offers a fascinating insight 
into Papua New Guinea’s indigenous 
culture.

14 days from £3,795

Lanzarote Dive Experience

Lanzarote is blessed with year 
round sunshine and a subtropical 
climate, with a diving experience for 
everyone. The clear waters are home 
to an impressive range of marine life 
including angel sharks, rays and turtles 
plus an underwater sculpture park.

8 days from £1,145

Dive & Discover Madagascar

Discover the fascinating wildlife and 
natural wonders of northern Madagascar. 
Explore untouched reefs and islands 
where seasonal visitors include whale 
sharks and humpback whales. Topside 
highlights include lemur, chameleon and 
spectacular karst scenery.

16 days from £4,495

Diving Adventure in Alor

A real gem for adventurous divers 
and keen photographers, this little 
known destination in Indonesia offers 
encounters with big marine life, colourful 
reefs and an impressive assortment of 
critters. An intimate resort and charming 
hosts add to the experience.

14 days from £3,195

Seasonal
Underwater Escapes
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Truk: Wreck Extravaganza

Spend a week at Truk Lagoon, 
considered the best wreck diving 
destination in the world on this resort 
based itinerary. Two boat dives a day 
will take you to explore the underwater 
museum of an entire Japanese WWII 
fleet.

12 days from £2,695

Dive Cozumel 

Attracting divers from around the world, 
the Mexican island of Cozumel lies 
along the Mesoamerican reef system, 
and is renowned for its walls, coral 
gardens and biodiversity of marine life. 
Enjoy drift dives, sunshine and a better 
pace of life.

9 days from £1,395

Palau & Yap 

This fabulous twin centre itinerary 
takes you to two of the Pacific’s 
most iconic and spectacular diving 
destinations. Experience manta rays up 
close and personal in Yap, then head to 
Palau for rich colourful reefs and WWII 
wrecks.

19 days from £4,595 

Dive Mafia Island

Spend a week exploring the vibrant 
reefs of Tanzania’s Chole Bay in 
the heart of a superbly managed 
marine park. The diving highlight is 
undoubtedly the annual whale shark 
aggregation where small males can be 
seen feeding in the channel.

11 days from £1,975

Great Hammerhead Encounters

The Bahamian island of Bimini is 
renowned for its shark encounters, 
especially that of the great 
hammerhead. Get up close to these 
amazing creatures during their annual 
aggregation - an incredible experience 
popular with budding photographers.

10 days from £2,995

Southern Maldives Liveaboard

Escape the crowds to the southern 
Maldives for an exceptional liveaboard 
experience with an air of discovery. 
Plentiful shark encounters await, 
including grey reef, hammerhead and 
silky, along with thrilling drift dives and 
exceptional reefs.

10 days from £2,845

WINTER December to February 

“Just a note to say thanks for arranging my trip at such short 
notice. We had a great time and some fantastic dives.”
Ian A travelled to Mexico in January 2018
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Beautiful white sand beaches, 
turquoise waters, the perfect place 
for an all inclusive stay in paradise. 
These were my first thoughts when 

I was told I was off to The Bahamas. On my 
return I had quite different views. It is the 
outer islands that make this such a unique 
place. Although the lively capital of Nassau 
has some fantastic diving, there is plenty 
more to explore.

The first island I visited, Grand Bahama, left me 
wanting more. Shallow reefs and white sands 
make this a great location for the new diver. It 
was also where I encountered my first ever 
shark which was then followed by a Caribbean 
reef shark dive so I felt a bit spoilt! The area 
is famous for its resident tiger sharks though, 
easily reached by resort or by liveaboard.

Bimini is renowned for its great hammerhead 
sharks. On our dive there, four hammerheads 
circled us for around an hour and a half whilst 
bull sharks steered well out of the way. I was 
captivated by just how graceful these huge 
fish were and didn’t even notice how close 
they came until one of their fins brushed my 
face! The afternoon kept the pace as we set 
out to look for dolphins. We came across a pod 
of 15 with two calves and had the chance to 
freedive and snorkel alongside them. This was 
something I won’t ever forget.

My outer island visits didn’t end on Bimini. Next, 
I found myself on Andros, the largest and yet 
the most sparsely populated island. The diving 
here was focused around their blue holes, 
looking up from 40 metres and seeing divers 
silhouetted above was breathtaking. The caves, 
caverns, and distinct topography made for an 
excellent dive only made better by more sharks 
appearing as we completed our safety stops. 
There is also a coral reef conservation site here 
which makes for a great shallow afternoon 
dive; you can even help with the project if you 
wish.

The Bahamas were full of surprises and topped 
my expectations. Returning from Andros meant 
a stay in Nassau. As the sun set we headed to 
the fittingly named ‘Ray of Hope’ for something 
truly special. I didn’t think I would be able to 
tick off a night, wreck, and shark dive all at 
once marking a brilliant end to the trip.

On a recent trip to The Bahamas, team 
member Lewis Copper encountered 
an array of sharks, pods of dolphins, 
barracuda, turtles and, of course, the  
ever-friendly Bahamians.

Boundless Bahamas 
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In the last of our Master (scuba) 
Mind series here we put our 
questions to Lewis Copper, who 
works in our busy sales team. 

Meet
The Dive Team

What excites you most about being underwater?
I was apprehensive about putting my head under the water at 
first, but as soon as I did I was hooked. Whether schools of fish 
swim past or a giant wreck appears out of the blue, I feel more 
relaxed and at home than anywhere else.

Where in the world would you most like to dive  
and why?
Without a doubt it would be Truk Lagoon. I love wreck diving, 
and what better place to travel than there. Wrapped in history 
and quite remote as places go. There is nowhere else that 
I could think of, it would be well worth the journey. Another 
strong contender would be the North Pole (or as close to it), 
to dive here is extreme in all senses of the word and I have 
heard that the ice sheets from under the water create stunning 
topography. 

What is your favourite type of diving?
I am an avid wreck diver, in the UK I have dived plenty of 
wrecks just off my doorstep. My favourite would have to be the 
Scylla in Plymouth as you can get right inside it and explore the 
whole structure. My first dive trip abroad was to Corfu, and we 
dived a tiny fishing boat there. I am fascinated by the idea that 
only a few people ever get to see what’s under the surface, and 
explore the mysteries that a wrecked ship holds.

What is your most memorable marine life encounter?
Diving with great hammerheads in The Bahamas was by 
far my most memorable encounter. They are still to date the 

biggest animals I have seen under the waves, and yet the most 
graceful. I even had one brush my face with its fin, most people 
would scream but I was smiling through my regulator.

If you weren’t working in the dive travel industry, 
what would be your ideal job?
I’d consider becoming a full time diving instructor, there’s 
nothing better than teaching someone to dive and I was lucky 
enough to qualify my first two divers this year. I think it would 
be a very rewarding job to have.

Marine conservation plays a big role in our industry. 
Have you done anything to help make a difference?
After seeing videos of animals being seriously injured by single 
use plastics such as plastic bags and straws I went out and got 
myself a metal straw and try to use glass tupperware. It may be 
considered a small change in routine, but if everyone does it, it 
makes a big difference!

Do you have any dive kit or gadgets you can’t travel 
without?
There are two things. Firstly it would be my dive computer. 
When I worked in this industry I was lucky enough to make my 
own out of parts, it still hasn’t flooded so I think I did an alright 
job! My second would be my diver log book, not only can you 
usually not go diving without it for proof, but it also gives me 
the chance to log all the dives I have completed so that I don’t 
forget a moment of them!

LEWIS COPPER - DIVER PROFILE

Certification Date: 2014
Current Certification: BSAC OWI

Number of (logged) dives: 350+
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Long Barn South, Sutton Manor Farm, 
Bishop’s Sutton, Alresford, Hampshire, 

SO24 0AA, United Kingdom

Over 160 locations worldwide, hand-picked for the best 
diving and snorkelling experiences.

	Finest dive locations
	Superb selection of resorts & liveaboards 
	Tailor-made specialists
	Highly experienced & knowledgeable team
	Personalised service 
	100% independent
	100% financial protection

We create outstanding

Contact our Dive experts to book your place

DIVING HOLIDAYS
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Dive Worldwide is part of The Natural Travel 
Collection Ltd, a small independent and privately 

owned travel company that places a special 
emphasis on sustainable tailor-made holidays.

Expert Led
Small Group Adventures

Dumaguete Dive Festival II

Following on from the success of our first festival, Dr Richard Smith 
returns to the Philippines to rediscover the magnificent marine 
biodiversity around Dumaguete. Stay at the luxurious Atmosphere 
Resort & Spa, experience wonderful critter diving and benefit from 
Richard’s expert knowledge.

Departs, 28 March 2019  
11 days from £2,995

St Helena in Style

Join Danny Copeland on this unique adventure to discover the magic 
of this remote Atlantic outpost. Timed carefully to coincide with 
the appearance of the whale sharks, this is a unique opportunity 
to uncover the mysteries of St Helena with fascinating topside 
excursions.

Departs 14 Feb 2019 
12 days from £4,195

Prices include flights from the UK, accommodation, some meals, diving, transfers and the services of an expert. 

Our Conservation Partners


