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the Manta Bowl was great, delivering close encounters with 
mantas on two consecutive days.

Our morning departure to Malapascua was the point at 
which the true ‘safari’ element of our trip kicked in. Rather 
than the prospect of a long ferry ride, we had a 12 hour private 
journey with three dives along the way offering a variety of 
experiences; a fast current Superman flight across fresh water 
thermoclines, a macro dive with numerous nudibranchs and 
finally a remote drop-off with numerous shoals of fish. 

In Malapascua we had pre-paid for six boat dives, but took the 
opportunity to extend this to maximise our chances of seeing 
the threshers and experiencing our ‘David Attenborough’ 
moment of the trip. Our strategy paid off. On both mornings 
(5.30am starts) when were diving specifically for the threshers, 
we saw them.  We also took one of the longer day trips out to 
the islands where corals were pristine, fish were in abundance 
and the macro proved worthy of more famous sites. With good 
‘après’ diving involving beer, sundowners and a range of dining 
experiences, the location catered for all requirements both 
above and below the water. 

Overall a trip with nearly 30 dives across three different 
environments, each with experiences that could be classed as 
‘once in a lifetime’ and the unique ‘secret safari’ made this a 
memorable holiday and one we highly recommend.

Things don´t get much better than hovering at five 
metres, mesmerised by the ever shifting patterns 
created by the dappled sunlight reflecting off 
thousands of sardines in a bait ball - just one of 

the long list of highlights of our first experience of diving 
in the Philippines. 

Our ‘safari’ trip was a new approach promising a blend of 
resort based diving, high-energy currents and a taste of a 
liveaboard as we moved around the islands to maximise diving 
time and different environments.

Within two hours of landing in Legaspi via Manila, with its 
perfect volcano as a backdrop, we were in a boat at Donsol 
with snorkel, fins and masks at the ready to get into the water 
as soon as one of the crew spotted a whale shark. Over the 
next couple of hours we were privileged to encounter over four 
different individuals, some as close as half a metre away.  A 
great way to start our holiday! After lunch we were transferred 
by a side rigged boat across the calm deep blue sea to Ticao 
Island Resort, the perfect decompression after the tiring long 
haul flight.

Arriving in the bay, our view was of a small group of wooden 
cabins and a welcome party with drinks. The combination of 
the setting, lovely accommodation with verandas and plentiful 
food provided simple comfort in which to relax. The diving at 

John & Hazel Belchamber have travelled regularly with us over 
the past 13 years. Here they recount their latest dive  
adventure to the idyllic islands of the Philippines.

Philippine 
Secrets…

Contact our Dive team to plan your next diving adventure2



Philippine Secrets Dive Safari

This unique dive safari includes a whale shark encounter, the 
chance to see manta rays and threshers and the opportunity to 
dive some secret spots on remote tropical islands.

March - May 2016/17
10 days, from £1,945

Welcome to our latest seasonal dive brochure. 
We know you just can’t wait to get away on 
your next exciting diving adventure. That’s 
why this edition is bursting at the seams with 
fabulous holiday ideas to inspire you.

We introduce some thrilling new shark diving adventures 
and reveal our take on the world’s best wreck dives. 
We also take you to the finest dive destinations in the 
Caribbean and launch new exclusive expert led small 
group adventures.

And with much more besides for all levels of diver, isn’t it 
time you dived in?

Phil North
Manager

Our speciality is in creating outstanding diving 
adventures for you. As dive professionals we 
use our expertise to create tailor-made holidays 
to meet your personal requirements and budget. 

Whether you are a novice or expert diver, we offer a 
superb selection of resort and iconic liveaboard diving 
adventures. No matter what experience you have, our 
Dive team are here to discuss your options and provide 
expert knowledge and customer service. 

“Thank you for the flawless arrangements in the Maldives. 
Everything went very smoothly and the Reethi Beach 
Resort was absolutely brilliant – just what we wanted 
and a place I would happily return to. The dive school 
was very professional and we ended up doing more skills 
training as well as five days of diving.”

Rick H travelled to the Maldives in August 2015

“Thanks for all the planning and support you did for my 
recent amazing trip to Socorro. The holiday was a ‘trip 
of a lifetime’ and we saw amazing mantas on most 
dives, huge muscular dolphins that came right up to us, 
so many sharks we became totally blasé about them – 
except for the rare thrilling sightings of hammerheads. It 
was great!”

Caroline G travelled to Mexico in July 2015

WELCOME

DIVING HOLIDAYS  
MADE FOR YOU 

DON’T JUST TAKE OUR 
WORD FOR IT… 
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What’s

Bubbling

Barefoot Eco Resort, Maldives

This modern local island resort is located in the remote 
northern atolls and is a welcoming retreat from your busy life. 
The nutrient rich waters offer a flourishing marine life and the 
resident marine biologists invite you to help with their research 
on manta rays and dolphins.

9 days from £2,095

Koro Sun Resort, Fiji

Located on Vanua Levu, Fiji’s second largest but least visited 
island, this tropical retreat offers adventure for all and a 
unique floating bure in which to spend your time in paradise. 
Underwater highlights include beautiful seacsapes of soft 
corals and encounters with resident hammerhead sharks.

15 days from £4,175

Alami Alor Dive Resort, Indonesia

An underwater paradise awaits the avid diver at this intimate 
dive resort located in the remote eastern reaches of Indonesia. 
Prepare to be amazed as you explore stunning coral reefs, big 
fish dive sites and great critter dives, all within 30 minutes of 
the resort. 

14 days from £2,695

Ramon’s Dive Village, Belize

This exotic and charming beachfront dive resort is perfectly 
located on Ambergris Caye, minutes from San Pedro and the 
Hol Chan marine park where an exciting array of marine life 
awaits for both snorkellers and divers. Encounters with turtles, 
eagle rays and nurse sharks are a daily occurrence.

10 days from £1,945

We are continually adding new destinations, resorts 
and liveaboards to our expanding portfolio. To keep 
up-to-date sign up to ‘What’s Bubbling’, our regular 
e-newsletter and follow us on Twitter and Facebook. 

All holiday prices in this brochure are based on two persons sharing, including flights from the UK, accommodation, transfers and diving 
except where specified. For full details call our expert Dive team. Prices correct at time of going to print.

Contact our Dive team to plan your next diving adventure4



Shark Adventures

Cuba Calling
Our shark inspired adventures don’t stop 
with the Bahamas. The latest addition to 
our range of world-class dive destinations, 
Cuba’s Jardines de la Reina promises 
some of the most exciting diving and 
pristine habitats in the Caribbean. This 
impeccably managed marine reserve 
boasts vibrant coral reefs, exceptional 
visibility, superb wall diving and more to 
enthral adventurous divers.

The beauty and diversity here are not the 
only draw for divers. At least six different 

species of shark are seen in these 
waters, including silky, lemon and great 
hammerhead, plus unique encounters with 
American saltwater crocodiles.

Diving is from one of Avalon Fleet’s 
spacious and comfortable liveaboard 
vessels on six night adventures throughout 
the year. Permits to dive Jardines de la 
Reina are strictly limited and booking in 
advance is highly recommended.

Price from £2,175 (boat only) 

Oceanic White-tip Adventure

The adventure begins in Nassau, 
diving colourful walls and famous 
wrecks in contrast to drift diving 
and snorkelling in the blue from 
Cat Island, where encounters with 
oceanic white-tip sharks are the 
order of the day. Must be minimum 
advanced diver qualified.

11 days from £3,645

Oceanic white-tip

Although rare, this pelagic species is 
regularly seen in season around Cat 
Island. Enjoy diving and snorkelling 
encounters in the open blue with this 
inquisitive shark.

Cat Island, Season: Mar - Jun

Great hammerhead

These magnificent creatures aggregate 
in South Bimini each year to feed. The 
shallow, sandy site allows plenty of 
bottom time to observe this normally 
shy species.

Bimini, Season: Jan - Mar

Tiger shark

Taking centre stage at the Tiger Beach 
dive site, you’ll encounter numerous 
other species of shark, but will be 
mesmerised by these curious apex 
predators.

Grand Bahama, Season: Sep - Mar

Experience the thrill of world-class shark diving in the 
Bahamas. If you’re after a ‘trip of a lifetime’ or want to 
be in the water with a key species we can offer you an 
unforgettable experience to three locations renowned for 
the best possible shark encounters throughout the year.
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PNG Discovered
with Stuart Philpott

Join renowned diving journalist and photographer Stuart 
Philpott on an exceptional adventure to uncover the 
magic of Papua New Guinea. Here Stuart gives us an 

insight on his diving career and love for this frontier land. 

You’ve been diving for a long time, how did it all start?
I’ve been diving for more than 25 years now and looking back 
through my old logbooks I have actually spent more than a 
year of my life underwater. It all started here in the UK when a 
fisherman friend took me for a slightly unconventional try-dive. I 
was literally told to breathe from the mouthpiece and dumped off 
the side of the fishing boat. I could have easily blown an eardrum 
or burst a lung but luckily there was no lasting damage, not 
physically anyway, and for some reason the whole experience 
made me even more enthusiastic. I booked on to a proper 
certified course at a local dive centre and just kept on going. I am 
now a qualified recreational and technical diving instructor.

Your photos and articles are regularly featured in 
UK dive magazines. What have been your favourite 
assignments?
I always seem to get the more ‘adventurous’ assignments which 
can be anything from cave and tech diving to close encounters 
with sharks and crocodiles. I have been fortunate enough to 
visit so many mind blowing diving destinations, they all have 
their own unique features, but I do have a soft spot for South 
Africa, especially the sites around Aliwal Shoal and of course the 
Sardine Run. 

It sounds as if you had some adventures on your 
recent reccie trip to PNG? Tell us more…
Papua New Guinea is the complete adventure package. Firstly 
it’s totally uncommercial so don’t expect to find bustling resorts. 
The hotels are usually small family run affairs. As for the dive 
sites, well, it’s only one boat at each site and the boats only carry 
around 6 – 8 divers max so definitely no overcrowding. The dive 
sites are totally unspoilt, that’s both flora and fauna. 

During my whirlwind 20 day tour I managed to visit four different 
hotels located all over the country. Each area had its own unique 
coral and marine life inhabitants. One of the high points was 
definitely seeing my first ever pygmy seahorse. It was no bigger 
than my finger nail so the dive guide had to show me through a 
magnifying glass! I also encountered dolphins, sharks, whales 
and dugongs as well as exploring WWII aeroplanes and ship 
wrecks. There was so much to see and just not enough time to 
experience everything. Papua New Guinea is truly one of the last 
unexplored frontiers.

Congratulations to Lindsay Stratton for this winning image from 
our Bali underwater photography workshop with Jane Morgan. To 
view the finalists’ images take a look at our website.

Contact our Dive team to plan your next diving adventure6



Expert Led Small Group

Adventures
Dumaguete Dive Festival

Join photographer and marine 
biologist Dr Richard Smith on this 
adventure to the Philippines’ critter 
capital, Dumaguete. Staying at the 
luxurious Atmosphere Resort & 

Spa, experience the finest macro diving while benefiting from 
Richard’s expert knowledge.

Departs 20 Feb 2016 
Duration 13 days
Group size 16 
Price from £2,835 

Price includes flights from the UK, accommodation, half board, 
8 days unlimited diving, transfers, evening presentations & the 
services of leader, Dr Smith. Limited places available.

Four Kings Expedition
Experience the majesty and diversity 
of Indonesia’s Raja Ampat on board 
the S/Y Indo Siren liveaboard in the 
company of marine biologist Dr 
Richard Smith. Considered by many 

to offer the most spectacular and varied diving on earth, Raja 
Ampat sits at the epi-centre of the Coral Triangle.

Departs 2 Mar 2017 
Duration 11 days
Group size 15 
Price from  £3,185

Price includes ten night S/Y Indo Siren liveaboard, up to four 
dives per day, complimentary Nitrox, all meals, Sorong airport 
transfers, services of expert leader, Dr Smith.

Early Bird Offer

Galapagos Whale Shark Expedition
This expedition, developed in 
partnership with the Galapagos 
Conservation Trust, is during 
prime whale shark season under 
the guidance of Jonathan Green, 

an expert on these ancient gentle giants. To fully enjoy this 
adventure we recommend you are an advanced diver.

Departs 28 Aug 2016 
Duration 9 days
Group size 16 
Price from £4,995

Price includes flights from the UK, liveaboard, most meals, up 
to 4 dives per day, transfers, whale shark presentations & the 
services of leader, Jonathan Green.

Okinawa Dive Adventure
Join like-minded adventure seekers 
on this trip of a lifetime to explore 
the tropical islands of Okinawa 
accompanied by a qualified diver 
tour leader. Diving highlights include 

the colourful reefs of Aka Island, hammerhead encounters and 
the Iseki stones in Yonaguni.

Departs 25 Feb 2016 
Duration 16 days
Group size 10 
Price from £4,095

Price includes flights from the UK, accommodation, most meals, 
21 guided dives, a day of trekking and kayaking, transfers & 
the services of an English speaking expert tour leader.

Monster Truk 
Delve further into the world’s finest 
wreck diving destination with our 
exclusive Monster Truk adventure 
aimed at advanced and technical 
divers. Once a battlefield, Truk 

Lagoon is now a wreck diver’s paradise, with countless WWII 
wrecks at diveable depths to explore.

Departs 28 Jun 2017 
Duration 14 days
Group size 15 
Price from £3,495

Price includes 7 nights on the MV Odyssey liveaboard with up 
to 5 dives a day, Nitrox & meals, 4 nights at Blue Lagoon Resort 
with 10 dives & daily breakfast, Truk diving permit, airport 
transfers, services of expert leader, Neil Bennett. 

Early Bird Offer

PNG Discovered
Uncover the magic of Papua New 
Guinea on this exceptional adventure. 
Led by Sport Diver’s Stuart Philpott, 
this unique trip takes you to two of 
the country’s finest diving regions, 

with an optional extension to experience Papua New Guinea’s 
finest cultural festival at Goroka.

Departs 2 Sep 2016 
Duration 16 days
Group size 12 
Price from £4,495 

Price includes flights from the UK, accommodation, all meals, 
16 dives, local village tour, transfers & the services of leader, 
Stuart Philpott.

* Early Bird Offer: Book by 30 Nov 2015 and receive a £100 discount per person
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USA

Cuba

Cayman Islands

Turks & Caicos

The BahamasThe Bahamas

Visit Jardines de la Reina 
located off the southern 
coast of Cuba for some 
incredible liveaboard diving. 
This impeccably managed 
marine reserve bursts with 
life and promised awesome 
shark adventures. 

Price from £2,175 (boat only)

Cuba

A trio of perfect Caribbean 
havens, the islands offer a 
balance of luxury and local 
treasures. Diving highlights 
include the walls of Grand 
Cayman, the Keith Tibbetts 
on Brac and spectacular 
drop-offs on Little Cayman.

Price from £1,995

Cayman Islands With little rainfall, this group 
of islands offer unique 
culture and a fantastic 
combination of diving and 
adventure. Discover wrecks 
in Aruba, enjoy 24hr diving in 
Bonaire and pristine fringing 
reefs in Curaçao.

Price from £1,595

ABC Islands

Caribbean Islands
The Caribbean islands offer an incredibly varied 
topography with coconut tree-clad mountains, verdant 
valleys and miles of glorious beaches. The abundant 
waters offer year-round diving opportunities for 
beginners, snorkellers and more experienced divers.

Contact our Dive team to plan your next diving adventure8



ABC Islands

Tobago

Grenada

Dominica

St Kitts

St Martin

Dominican 
Republic

Turks & Caicos

Displays from the humpback 
whales that breed at Silver 
Banks make this a sought 
after destination. Every year 
from January to April, as 
many as 3,000 gather to 
court, mate and give birth.

Price from £3,495

Dominican Republic

Discover the profusion of 
marine life along Provo’s 
protected barrier reef, drift 
along the spectacular walls 
of Grand Turk, or watch the 
humpback whales from Salt 
Cay, the decision is yours. 

Price from £2,650

Turks & Caicos Islands

Famed for shark encounters, 
wrecks, reefs and cavern 
diving throughout the 
archipelago, combine the 
buzz of Nassau and the 
tranquillity of an out island 
for the best experience.

Price from £1,725 

Bahamas

The whale watching capital 
of the Caribbean has much 
to offer including exciting 
topography and rich marine 
life. There are plenty of dive 
sites to explore from shallow 
coral patches to volcanic 
vents and vertical walls.

Price from £1,945

Dominica

A vibrant destination, Grenada 
is known as the ‘Spice Island’ 
of the Caribbean. Great 
for divers of all abilities, 
underwater highlights include 
the wreck of the ‘Bianca C’, 
nurse shark encounters and 
patrolling eagle rays. 

Price from £1,475

Grenada

Its tropical climate makes 
this island a relaxed dive 
destination all year round. 
Combine the north and south 
of the island to experience 
vibrant reefs, great beaches 
and Caribbean culture. 

Price from £1,085

Tobago
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Sunken 
Treasures

Shinkoku Maru, Truk

Considered the 
world’s finest 
wreck-diving 
destination, Truk 
is awash with 

wrecks worthy of this list. One of the 
most colourful and also a great night 
dive, is the Shinkoku Maru. This huge 
152m tanker lies in just 30m of water 
and is adorned with vibrant soft corals 
and exceptional marine life. 

Level: Intermediate & advanced

San Francisco Maru, Truk

The 117m long 
wreck of the San 
Francisco Maru is a 
must for 
experienced divers. 

The ship went down upright and fully 
loaded, hence its nickname ‘the Million 
Dollar Wreck’. A veritable treasure trove of 
warfare, the hold contains detonators, 
mines and torpedoes with trucks and tanks 
on deck. 

Level: Advanced

SS President Coolidge, Vanuatu

Tucked away on the island of Espiritu 
Santo in the Pacific, this 200m long 
behemoth was used by allied forces in 
WWII until she was sunk by mines.  She 
came to rest just off shore and hides 
munitions and military supplies, while 
personal belongings lie scattered 
across the ocean floor. 

Level: Intermediate & advanced
Dive Vanuatu from £3,195 

The Coolidge makes an ideal 
combination with either Papua New 
Guinea or the Solomon Islands.

The eerie stillness and sense of history provided by a sunken shipwreck is 
something divers find hard to resist. Wrecks are also often home to fabulous 
coral reefs and marine life, providing an intoxicating mix for any diver. Here we 
showcase some of the finest wrecks in the world…

Dive Truk from £2,545  
Check out our exclusive Monster Truk Small Group Adventure - see page 7.

Contact our Dive team to plan your next diving adventure10



Antilla, Aruba 

One of the 
Caribbean’s 
largest wrecks, 
the Antilla also 
boasts a 

fascinating story. Anchored off Aruba 
when Germany invaded the 
Netherlands in WWII, the ship was 
subsequently surrounded by 
Netherlands’ forces. The captain agreed 
to surrender, but instead sunk the vessel, 
creating an exceptional wreck dive. 

Level: All
Visit Aruba from £1,675

Bristol Blenheim, Malta

A light WWII 
bomber, the 
Bristol Blenheim 
is a spectacular 
plane wreck 

and can be found in the waters of 
Xorb il-Ghagin. The engines and wings 
are intact, but the fore-section of the 
fuselage lies several metres in front of 
the main part of the wreckage. This is 
a non-stop dive to 40m for experienced 
divers only! 

Level: Advanced
Dive Malta from £645

Irako Maru, Coron Bay

After the Japanese had moved 
their ailing fleet from Manila in the 
Philippines, the US attacked on the 
morning of 24 Sep 1944, downing 
the entire remaining fleet. The Irako 
Maru responded with ferocity but was 
eventually sunk at the mouth of Coron 
Bay. She sits almost upright in 45m and 
at 147m long, makes for a number of 
spectacular dives.

Level: Intermediate & advanced
Dive Coron Bay from £2,195

Bianca C, Grenada 

The largest shipwreck in the region, 
this luxury cruise liner is often referred 
to as the ‘Titanic of the Caribbean’. The 
Bianca C caught fire after an explosion 
in the engine room and came to rest 
upright in 50m of water, ideally situated 
between a reef system and the big 
blue.

Level: Intermediate and advanced
Visit Grenada from £1,475

EXPERTS IN WRECK DIVING

Our wreck diving holidays begin from as little as £645 per person.  
Visit diveworldwide.com/wreck-diving for details of all our adventures.
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Underwater ESCAPES
Why not head off in search of blue skies, sunshine, warmth and some superb diving? Here 
our expert Dive team have selected some of their favourite escapes to match your budgets…

Visit Tobago

You will be warmly welcomed to this 
hospitable island, with friendly locals, 
picture postcard beaches and fantastic 
diving. Its tropical climate, easy pace 
of life and excellent value make this 
Caribbean island the perfect winter 
destination.

9 days from £1,085

Koh Phi Phi Diving, Thailand

Explore Thailand’s most visually 
stunning islands and experience 
fantastic diving on the Andaman coast. 
The fabulous scenery of the islands 
extends down below the water line into 
the aquamarine waters and colourful 
coral walls of Phang Nga Bay. 

10 days from £2,045

Discover the Visayas, Philippines

This popular adventure takes you to the 
tiny island of Malapascua, renowned for 
its thresher sharks then onto Moalboal 
for aquarium-like reef, plenty of turtles 
and a unique dive with a vast sardine 
bait ball.

13 days from £1,895

Oman Liveaboard Salalah & 
Hallaniyat Islands

Explore the Hallaniyat Islands in 
southern Oman. This adventure offers 
vibrant reefs, the chance of whale 
and manta encounters plus the City 
of Winchester wreck. The diving 
area remains relatively undiscovered! 

9 days from £1,945

Learn To Dive, Jordan

The Red Sea’s crystal clear waters and 
abundant marine life make Aqaba a 
popular destination. The dive centre 
welcomes divers of all abilities and with 
calm conditions and uncrowded sites it 
is a great place to learn to dive.

10 days from £1,395

SharkWEEK Diving Adventure,  
South Africa

Explore the reefs of Aliwal Shoal for 
some of the best shark diving in the 
world. See ragged tooth, oceanic 
black-tip, bull, hammerhead, white-tip 
and tiger sharks plus a variety of other 
marine life.

9 days from £1,365

Phuket & Khao Lak Diving, Thailand

Explore and dive the outstanding 
sites on the west coast by liveaboard. 
Immerse yourself amongst a 
kaleidoscope of marine life including 
sharks and rays, whilst also taking time 
to relax in paradise.

12 days from £1,495

UNDER £1,500 UNDER £2,500 

Contact our Dive team to plan your next diving adventure12



Visit Grand Turk, Turks and Caicos

Grand Turk is ranked among the 
top diving destinations in the world, 
notably for its spectacular wall diving. 
With great diving for all levels, there 
is an outstanding protected coral reef 
and plenty of vibrant marine life, plus 
humpback whales in season. 

10 days from £2,650

Malpelo Liveaboard, Colombia

Malpelo Island is a forbidding 
Pacific outpost offering shark diving 
at its finest. The island is home 
to a huge variety of marine life 
including hammerhead sharks, huge 
concentrations of eagle rays and 
‘waves’ of silky sharks. 

12 days from £3,745

Raja Ampat Liveaboard, Indonesia

Raja Ampat is an archipelago and the 
pristine beauty of the islands both 
above and below the water is truly 
unrivalled. Encounter enormous schools 
of fish, dazzling diversity, and regular 
sightings of sharks and manta rays. 

12 days from £3,245

The Great White Dive Adventure, 
Australia

Adventure to the remote Neptune 
Islands in search of great white sharks, 
seek out the leafy sea dragon living 
amongst the kelp and explore Kangaroo 
Island, famous for its native wildlife. 

15 days from £4,095

Classic Antarctica

Experience the unique flora and fauna 
of the Antarctic Peninsula, both above 
and below the water on this exceptional 
voyage. Highlights include the magical 
scenery of sculpted icebergs and 
imposing glaciers and penguin, seal, 
whale and dolphin sightings. 

11 days from £5,695 (boat only)

Southern Maldives Liveaboard

Escape the crowds and head south 
on this exceptional liveaboard. The 
area is renowned for drift diving, 
superb visibility, unspoilt corals and 
some of the best shark encounters 
in the Maldives, including grey reef, 
hammerhead and silky sharks.

9 days from £2,345

Island Escapade, Bahamas

Discover the spectacular reefs 
and plunging wall dives of San 
Salvador, one of the Bahamas Out 
Islands. The visibility and marine life 
are outstanding, while the area is 
known for regular encounters with 
hammerhead sharks.

10 days from £2,045

UNDER £2,500 BLOW THE BUDGET 
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Here we continue with our Master (scuba) Mind series 
and in this issue we put our questions to the most 
experienced diver in the team, Charlie ‘Chuuk’ 
Munns. Charlie has been working 

with us for over five years and has dived 
all over the world clocking up a 
staggering 4,000 dives.

Meet
The Dive Team

What or who inspired you to learn to dive?
I remember buying a whole load of comics and dive magazines 
from an NSPCC jumble sale when I was about eight, and 
preferred to read about diving than Desperate Dan! I eventually 
learnt in my gap year in the Coral Sea, Australia in 1991.

Where in the world would you most like to dive  
and why?
Socorro in Mexico is right up there. I love to dive remote and 
relatively unexplored places, the sorts of places others struggle 
to find on a map. 

What is your favourite type of diving?
I have a history of reefs and wrecks mostly but I am a fan of 
big fish encounters and love to be surrounded by sharks of any 
size and species.

What is your most memorable marine life encounter?
I was catching lobster for a living in St. Kitts in 2005 and 
earned a good living from it. I was foraging in the cracks of a 
reef at about 18m when it went very dark. At first I thought a 
boat was passing over me, but realised it was too quiet. Within 
a second, it dawned on me I had a very large humpback whale 
swimming about 2m above my head. I later shared 90 minutes 
snorkelling with a mother and calf in the deep blue waters off 
St. Kitts.

Where was your last logged dive?
I have recently been lucky enough to visit Cuba, a mysterious 
destination that’s been on my bucket list for some time. The 
highlight was a dive with an American saltwater crocodile.

Do you have any dive kit or gadgets you can’t travel 
without?
A decent computer and dive light is a must on all my dives. I find 
the diving industry is held together by zip ties and duct tape.

Do you have a favourite film or documentary about 
diving?
The Big Blue

If you could travel anywhere, where would you go?
Almost anywhere new and I would love to see more of the 
Pacific islands. A liveaboard adventure around Tahiti or the 
Solomon Islands in search of mantas and tiger sharks would 
tick a lot of boxes. I have a fondness for Southeast Asia and 
there are plenty of bucket list destinations to visit in the Coral 
Triangle, a trip to Komodo would be amazing. 

What has been your most memorable dive travel 
experience?
As soon as I first learned about diving for megalodon 
shark teeth, I knew I needed to do it. I 
dived off the Carolina coast 
in the USA 
and found 
four large 
teeth along 
with a bunch 
of prehistoric 
whale bones. 
They take pride of 
place at home.

As soon as I first learned about diving for megalodon 
shark teeth, I knew I needed to do it. I 
dived off the Carolina coast 

They take pride of 

CHARLIE MUNNS - DIVER PROFILE

Certification Date: 1991

Current Certification: PADI MSDT

Number of (logged) dives: 4000+

Contact our Dive team to plan your next diving adventure14



Shore  
Thing

Bonaire
Bonaire is the shore diving capital of the Caribbean. High 
quality dive sites are spread along its western shore and all 
are easily accessible to divers. Our ‘Dive and Drive’ holiday is a 
fabulous way to get the most out of this diving destination and 
is superb value. 

Dive Bonaire from £1,595 

Bali
Bali has a great choice of fantastic shore diving locations. The 
wreck of USS Liberty in Tulamben is a wonderful dive, it has 
become home to myriad marine life over time and adorned 
with corals of all shapes and colours, while Seraya Secrets is 
another gem. 

Dive Bali from £1,345 

Malta
With numerous shore-based entry points across Malta, Gozo 
and Comino, diving the varied sites of wrecks and reefs 
couldn’t be easier and they are suitable for divers of all abilities. 
Learning to dive here is spectacular, whilst more advanced 
divers can explore the life on the deeper wrecks.

Dive Malta from £645 

Jordan
Jordan offers divers with over 20 shore entry points on a 25km 
coastline that is home to a well preserved fringing reef and 
corals. Divers and snorkellers are treated to an abundance of 
marine life across the reefs, the walls and the wrecks. 

Dive Jordan from £1,145 

Maldives
The Maldives picture perfect islands and atolls are the perfect 
base for a shore diving holiday. Our collection of Maldivian 
resorts are picked for their exceptional diving and many have 
numerous entry and exit points around the island for shore 
diving ensuring variety as well as great diving. 

Dive the Maldives from £1,595

There is simply nothing quite like stepping 
straight from the beach into a fantastic dive 
site. Shore diving offers simplicity, flexibility 
and superb value to divers of all abilities. We 
showcase here some of the very best…

sales@diveworldwide.com        01962 302 087        diveworldwide.com 15



 

01962 302 087
sales@diveworldwide.com

diveworldwide.com

Capitol House, 12-13 Bridge Street, 
Winchester SO23 0HL 

Over 160 locations worldwide, hand-picked for the best 
diving and snorkelling experiences.

✔	 Finest dive locations
✔	 Superb selection of resorts & liveaboards 
✔	 Tailor-made specialists
✔	 Personalised service 
✔	 100% independent
✔	 100% financial protection

We create outstanding

DIVING HOLIDAYS

©Dive Worldwide 2015 No portion of this brochure 
may be reproduced without the prior written 

consent of Dive Worldwide.

Photographs courtesy of: Greg le Cour, Jonathan Green, 
Richard Smith, Jane Morgan, Charlie Munns, Stuart 

Philpott, Simon Rogerson, Lindsay Stratton, Yonaguni 
Tourism. Apologies for any omissions.

Dive Worldwide is part of The Natural Travel 
Collection Ltd, a small independent and privately 

owned travel company that places a special 
emphasis on sustainable tailor-made holidays.

FIJI
The soft coral capital of the world.

With magnificent reefs teeming with marine life 
and thrilling shark dives, Fiji’s stunning islands 
are a perfect playground for divers.

Choose from a range of resort-based and 
liveaboard itineraries.

Dive Fiji from £2,695*

Contact our Dive experts to plan your 
Fiji diving adventure

*  Based on 10 nights at Uprising Beach Resort & 14 dives with Aqua-
Trek. Includes flights, transfers & daily breakfast. Combine with 
Garden Island Resort, Taveuni for a magical twin centre adventure.

Hampshire Small Business of the Year
Regional Winner Chamber Commerce Awards 2015

Small Business of the Year
South Coast Business Awards 2014
Winchester Business Excellence Awards 2014

Best Use of Technology
South Coast Business Awards 2014




